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Radio Libel Insurance Offered 
With Pre-Eelection Etherizing 








Radio stations are being contact- 
6d by a midwest iusurance company 
which offers to cover the station 
against losses from libel or slander 
actions, 

Figured by the stations and in- 
@urance company that the present 


time is ripe for such protection be- 
Gause of the coming heat of the No- 
vember election. 

While broadcasters have been 
Giscussing the necessity for protec- 
tion against libel and slander suits, 
this is the first attempt by an insur- 
ance company to meet this talk by 
6ffering concrete coverage. 

There's little likelihood of the sta- 
tions coming under the insurance 
timbrella, most of them claiming 
they don’t need any protection be- 
éause they keep too close a watch 
on the stuff going over their trans- 
mitters. Every political speech is 
¢arefully checked both before and 
during the time on the air and on 
any hint of veering away from the 
éopy handed in before the broad- 
éast, the speaker is immediately si- 
fenced out of the air. Advertising 
6opy is always edited before allowed 
6n the ether. 

Ad Lib Chances 

Insurance company is making its 
big plea, however, on the basis of 

(Continued on page 54) 


PARIS ‘FOLIES BERGERE’ 
SET FOR CHICAGO EXPO. 


Paris, Oct. 3. 

“he Chicago exhibition ig to have 
& Yolies. Bergere show produced by 
LTuis Lemarchand, who for years 
produced the ‘Folies Bergere’ show 
in Paris, and recently separated 
from Paul Derval, who retains the 

se. 

_ Arrangements for his trip are be- 
ing made through Leo Mantin, 
American dancer, who has appeared 
with Eleanor Ninon. Latter is 
Slated to head the Chicago cast. 

_ Chicago meatpacker money will 
back the show, which should come 
to Chicago after breaking in at At- 
lantic City and Philadelphia. A 
Chicago theatre will be rented for 
the duration of the exhibition. Pro- 
fuction will be strictly on the 
‘Folies Bergere’ lines, but American 
talent only is to be used with the 
exception of a line of a dozen 
French girls to give the show a 
Parisian touch. 

Tentative arrangements were 
made for Lemarchand, who spent 
the summer on his yacht on the 
Riviera, to sail for America with 
Mantin and Ninon. 








CELLULOID BLACKSTONE 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 


John Lodge, local attorney, goes 
screen. Got a Metro contract on 
his first screen test. Contracted 


through Schulberg-Feldman agency. 





A Trade Secret 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Phoning a wrestler, who was 
to do a part in ‘Rackety Rax,’ 
to report for a test, Fox studio 
received this answer: 

‘I can’t come at that time be- 
cause I have to rehearse for 
my bout.’ 


L. A. YOKELS GO 
FOR BARTER 
EXCHANGES 














Los Angeles, Oct. 8. 

Los Angeles is going strong for 
the barter and swap idea, with ex- 
changes for buyers and_ sellers 
opening all over the city. In these 
markets one can swap this for that 
with little money passing. 

All sorts of merchandise is of- 
fered on the exchange boards, for 
what have you: Automobiles, air- 
planes, real estate, groceries, dress 
goods, notions, bath tubs, clothing, 
furniture, chickens, electric fix- 
tures, musical instruments, all are 
offered on one downtown mart. 

Exchanges operate on various 
bases. Some charge a fixed 
amount for listings. Others take a 
percentage of the cash which passes 
hands. It is estimated that over 
100 exchanges are in operation lo- 
cally. 

Idea was started here by a real 
estate man, who found that, while 
he couldn't sell property, people 
were interested in the furnishings 
of several houses he was holding. 
Investigation proved that few of the 
prospective buyers had cash, He 
didn’t want to start a credit busi- 
ness, so looked for a swap. Idea 
caught on and an exchange was 
opened. 

Board exchanges are good for 

(Continued on page 54) 


Roller Skates Save Cab 


Fare for Chi Chorines 
Chicago, Oct. 3. 

Several chorus girls living at the 
Park Dearborn hotel have been roll- 
er skating to and from the Grand 
Opera House. They can be heard 
going down the hotel corriders every 
night around midnight. 

Guests wise to exploitation tricks 
waited all last week for the dailies to 
pick up the stunt with art. Girls 
denied it was anything more cal- 
culating than their own desire to 
beat that 65 cent taxicab fare be- 
tween the Grand and the hotel. 

Anyhow, the dailies never touched 
it. 
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0005 1, 000-1 
AGAINST THEM 


Screen’s Forgotten Men and 
Women Parade Daily to 
Coast Stations Despite 
Futility of Their Efforts— 
Pushed Into Same Rank 
as the Extras at M. P. 
Studios 


EE 
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OPTIMISTIC, HOWEVER 





Hollywood, Oct. 3, 


.Chances of old time picture play- 
ers getting spots in air dramas and 
serials, on which the stations here 
are currently overboard, are one in 
a 1,000. It’s about the same percent- 
age that exists for the extra reach- 
ing stardom. 

Despite the odds there’s a parade 
of the screen’s forgotten men and 
women to the local stations daily. 
It’s the same army that has virtu- 
ally given up hope of ever getting 
back into pictures, yet they are op- 
timistic about the air, despite the 
continuous turndowns. 

Unlike the east, the stormers at 
radio's gates are not would-be sing- 
ers, who may have made good in the 
old home town. Here they are 
nearly all actors and actresses who 
once knew success either on stage 
or screen. 

Plus the hordes of ex-filmites 
looking for the ether jobs, there are 
the thousands of former legit and 
stock company players who have 
flocked here since the start of the 
talker era, 


$5 Per Performance 


Salary for the air acting jobs are 
standardized at $5 a performance, 
but it is figured that for every one 

(Continued on page 54) 


‘VANITIES’ CREW OF 82 
AT $6,000, 307 OF NUT 


Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities’ is using 
82 stage hands at the Broadway, 
New York. Wages average close 
to $80 a week with overtime. 

At that rate, the bill for stage 
hands is almost $6,000 a week, or 
about 39% of the show’s stage pay- 
roll, 











Their Own Idea 





Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

‘Drums of Voodoo,’ indepen- 
dently produced novelty fea- 
ture, had 800 feet of a negro 
girl doing a nude dance when 
finished four months ago. After 
playing the Main Street grinds, 
the dance sequence ts down to 
40 feet. 

Projectionistsa, interested t 
erotica, are to blame, 














Crashing Columnists Swell Bway 
First Night Lists, Fewer Critics 


4 





Air Minded 





Solly Violinsky was bewail- 
ing his tough radio breaks 
when a cross current of con- 
versation veered to the sub- 
ject of cremation. 

‘That's it,’ shouted the Vio- 
linsky. ‘When I die, cremate 
me and throw my ashes to the 
four winds, It’s the only way 
I'll ever get on the air.’ 


UNION MAKES 
AIR APPEAL 
FOR JOBS 


Cincinnati, Oct. 8. 

The Greater Cincy local of union 
operators took to the air Oct. 2, 
over WCKY, Covington, Ky., for a 
month’s campaign of tri-weekly 15- 
minute programs designed to regain 
jobs for members in 16 nabes which 
have not accepted the projection- 
ists’ new scale. For a year, up to 
Sept. 1 last, 46 independent ex- 
hibitors in this area operated with 
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First night list to the press for 
Broadway's legit premieres totals 44 
pairs or 88 tickets, distributed prin- 
cipally to the nine leading dalies 
published in Manhattan, It is the 
same number of premiere ducats as 
when there were 13 dailies several 
years ago. First night lists fluc- 
tuate, some managers adding to the 
standard total. Hightest number 
given out applied to a major musical 
of some years back, when 108 press 
seats were sent out. 

Reasons. why as many press first 
nights are given out now as former- 


ly; despite decrease in the number of 
newspapers published (lowest num- 
ber in a generation), is explained by 
the advent of Broadway columnists, 
who think they are entitled to sit in 
at openings and are getting away 
with it. Another and probably the 
main reason is the enlarging of dra- 
matic staffs. 
A ‘Mild Racket’ 

The columnists’ angle is a peculiar 
one, those scribes believing that it 
gives them prestige to witness pre- 
mieres. If not on the first night list 
they think themselves slighted and 
do not hesitate to declare them- 
selves to managers and press agents. 
‘A mild form of racket’ is the way 


(Continued on page 54) 








union booth men, who demanded 
that two operators be engaged 
simultaneously. 

In their broadcasts the operators 
will tell that they are American 
born, own homes, some are ex- 
soldiers, have childrg¢n in school, 
patronize stores in their neighbor- 
hood and call upon listeners to ap- 
peal to owners of theatres they 
name to give them back their jobs. 

WCKY is operated by L. B. Wil- 
son, who owns four of the leading 
film houses in Covington, opposite 
Cincy, which were non-union until 
the operators came down in their 
demands. The station is a 5,000- 
watter and calls itself “the Voice 
of Cincinnati,” located “one minute 
from Cincinnati.” It is on the NBC 
network and uses 180 NBC programs 
weekly, as compared to 55 by Cros- 
ley’s WLW and WSAL, located in 
Cincinnati. 


FREE TUXES 


RKO Managers Under $50 a Week 
Crash a Free Dinner Jacket 





Managers or assistant managers 
who are paid less than $50 weekly 
by RKO are to be provided with 
tuxedos by the circuit itself. 

RKO requires managers and as- 


sistants to wear black and white 
combinations evenings, with the /«q 
better paid lads obliged to buy their 
own mufti. j 


FEMMES’ GAB SPELLS 
COAST BARS’ FINISH 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 
Speaks in this territory have been 
discarding their bars to comply with 
the wishes of the men higher up 
to whom they look for protection. 
Majority of places now serve drinks 
only to customers seated at tables, 


Owners said that bars put too 
much ‘heat’ on the joints. Cus- 
tomers, .especially women, gab too 
freely about putting their feet on 
the rail, about watching the bar- 
tenders .work and other thrills of 
taking it over the mahogany. On 
the other hand, femmes inclined to 
aridness, got an earful and began 
complaining to the district attor- 
ney’s office, 

Big percentage of. femme trade 
here includes tourists aud women 
getting their first peep at a speak, 
When taking drinks in tea fashion 
at a table, they aren't likely to gab 
about it so much. 


In the Box 
Minneapolis, Oct. 3. 

Local undertakers going in for 
showmanship to stimulate biz. 

House-to-house convassers tn 

est for coffins, ete., plus 
newspaper, billboard and radio cam- 
paign. 
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Hollywood, Oct, 3. 
Hollyweod has been treated to a 
shock in the past two weeks, with 


the cleanout of Radio’s casting de- 


partment and the management of 
Fox’s Cafe de Paris, because the 
siudios decided the departments 


were going high-hat, and that peo- 
ple who frequented them were re- 
Change 


ceiving uncivil treatment. 


has the locals figuring the burg has 
gone violet. 
It's understood that David I. 


received a number. of 
players and extra 
people regarding the high-handed 
manner in Which lesser members 
or the casting office conducted the 
affairs of the department. In the 
change Selznick is understood to 
have ordered polite service to 
everyone, no matter how unimpor- 
tant they are. 

Fox cafe was getting plenty ritzy. 
with the Olympic games the high 


Selznick had 
complaints from 


spot, when studio personnel was 
shunted all over the cafe in order 
to give the visitors the break. Be- 


fore the games ended, the cafe be- 
gan to look like a night spot, with 
the same type. of service offered. 
Only person,.they didn’t kick around 


Studios’ New ‘Be Polite’ Rule Has 
Colony Wendering What's Happened 











Tuesday, October 4, 1932. 








Chaplin’s Trade-In 


Hollywood, Oct. 3, 

Charlie Chaplin bought a 
new toreign car and received 
a $4660 allowance on his old 
one of the same make. The 
salesman remarked to the co- 
median that the amount al- 
lowed on the trade-in was a 
75% less to the agency as the 
resale value of his old car was 
only $1,000. 

Following day Chaplin sent 
one o° his stud.o employees to 
the agency to buy back the car 
at $1,000, thereby _ profiting 
$3,000 cn paper on the deal. 














ONE GALE QUADRUPLET 
WITH FOX AT $400 PER 


ios Angeles, Oct. 3. 
Joan Gale, one of the Gale quad- 


ruplets, starts a six year optional 
contract with Fox Jan. 2, 1933, at 


$400 a, week. She works up to $1,- 
500 a week if all clauses are picked 
up, according to her contract now 
up for Superior court approval. The 





was Will Rogers, who eats at what- 
ever table he chooses, and is usually 
dressed in overalls. 

Polite orders, which haye gone 
out at both studios, are making the 
rank and file of the employees feel 
pretty good, after a number of years 
of ‘treatment which classed them as 
small fry. 


Doublin’ the Ante 





Shortage again of good titles at 
Radio has the studio offering $100 
for every handle suggested by an 
employee, and used on a released 
picture. 

Previous offer at Radio was $50. 


Roach on MG Exchange 
Trip, Using Loew’s Plane 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Hal Roach left here today (Mon- 
day) in Arthur Loew’s plane, for a 
three weeks’ tour of MGM ex- 
changes. 

He goes tirst to Salt Lake City, 
thence east, stopping in St. Paul, 
Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, Buffalo, 
Rochester, Boston and New York. 
Return flight will be made over the 
southern route. 








Dowling Now at Metro 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Eddie Dowling, not the performer, 
formerly in the Shubert office in 
New York, and ex-husband of Betty 
Compton, musical comedy actress, 
is now working on the Metro lot. 
He's assisting Jack Cummings, 
who is directing a series of musi- 
cal shorts. 





LUKAS-KARLOFF IN PERSON 


Boris Karloff and Paul Lukas are 
being offered for vaude dates. 

Lyons & Lyons are negotiating 
with Loew for the screen pair. 
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girl is a minor. 

Miss Gale's real name is Joan Gil- 
martin. Her mother appears as 
guardian. 


Court Okays $350 Per 
In ’33 for Buster Phelps 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

Contract between Buster Phelps, 
five-year-old actor, and Radio studio 
has been approved by Judge Parker 
Wood in Superior court here. Pa- 
pers provide that the child, cur- 
rently in ‘Little Orphan Annie,’ is 
optioned for the next two years for 
a minimum of four weeks’ work 
each year. Salary during 1933 is 
set at $350 a week, and in 1934, 
$450. 

Court also approved the taking 
up of Phyllis Fraser's option by 
Radio. Through an oversight the 
studio had failed to do so at the 
right time, and petitioned the court 
for permission to keep the girl un- 
der contract, although 16 days late 
in notifying her. 


No Tour for ‘Kid’ Gals 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Sam Goldwyn has decided to let 
go all the chorus girls whom he had 








under contract in ‘Kid From 
Spain.’ 
That will probably’ eliminate 
their going on a picture house 
tour. 





MARIAN SPITZER SET 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Marian Spitzer has been added to 
Paramount's editorial board in ad- 
dition to her duties as story scout. 
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WILL MAHONE 


This Week, Earle Theatre, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

The .Oakland Post “Enquirer’ 
said: “Will Mahoney is one of 
those rare comedians whe think up 
new antics all the time. Not only 
does he roll his audiences into the 
aisles, but he panics them with his 
new invention, the Mahoney-phone. 
The man is, a wonder.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 








MAYO’S CREDO 
IS FATALISTIC 


Film directors are protean artists 
«who transform themselves, at a sig- 


nal from their employers, into 
makers of comedy, wielders of slap- 
stick, wringers of tears. 


One or two establish themselves 
as stylists who are given their 
choice of scripts, moods and play- 
ers. But for every such one there's 
a dozen others, says Archie Mayo, 
who are jacks-of-all-trades in Hol- 
lywood. 

They are creative artists who are 
deprived of the divine privilege of 
creation. They are assigned to sto- 
ries, players and moods that are 
dealt out as impersonally as a deck 
of cards. 


‘A director may feel no response 
to the script thrust at him by the 
studio. He may know that the au- 
thor’s intent has been mismated 
with the cast selected to interpret 
his piece. He may start to work on 
a picture with his heart broken. But 
he works on that picture just the 
same, hoping that out of his per- 
sonal pride in his work will evolve 
a film of which he need not be 
ashamed.’ 

Though he suspects that this con- 
dition has caused sad days at the 
box office, Mr. Mayo doesn’t pro- 
test the order of things. He makes 
a philosophic rule of never protest- 
ing anything vigorously. A _ loyal 
Hollywoodite, he offers apologies for 
his industry the moment after he 








(Continued on page 25) 


Screen Celebs Can't Hide Their 
Right Names in L. A. Courts | 








They Don’t Change 


—_—— 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Announcer on the ‘Hollywood 
on the Air’ radio program two 
weeks ago informed listeners- 
in that any questions concern- 
ing picture celebs would be 
answered over the air on sub- 
sequent programs. 

At least 700 inquired as to 
the ages of stars: what pic- 
tures they would be in next, 
and more than 25° of the in- 
quisitive wanted to know: 
‘What should I do to get in 
pictures?’ 


+ se, Ea earns 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 
Reporters covering the courthouse 
for the dailies are taking no chances 
on muffing suits against film celebs 
who their right 
A long list of straight anda 
screen names of picture people has 


are sued under 


names, 


been posted for the enlightenment 
of the county clerk's staff. 

As the stars marry and @ivorce, 
list is and 


beat men. 
List, headed by an admonition to 











Benchley East, Undecided 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Robert Benchley left here today 
for New York, to resume his edi- 
torial post: on ‘The New Yorker.’ 
' After stealing honors in Radio 
Pictures’ ‘Sport Page,’ with a bit 
as air announcer, studio offered him 
contract, to go into effect in the 
pring, under which he would both 
write and act. He left’ without 
making a decision on the offer. 
' Benchley has been here’ two 
months, during which time he wrote 
dialog for ‘Page,’ and played 
part in the picture, which was built 
up in retakes after the preview so 
that the writer would have a fatter 


spot. 

Benchley may make deal east to 
do a series of shorts for RKO in 
New York. 


K. C. ‘Star’ Critic Sells 
Original Yarn to FN 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Jack Moffitt, dramatic editor of 
the ‘Kansas City Star,’ here on the 
Bern story, found enough time be- 
fore returning home to drop in on 
Darryl Zanuck at First National, 
and sell him an air opus, ‘Hawk's 
Mate.’ 
First National are also dickering 
for another original from this writer. 





ED DAUGHERTY TO COAST 
Ed Daughtery, star reporter on 
N. Y. ‘Mirror’ and ‘Liberty’ author, 
is going Hollywood. U has signed 
him through Leo Morrison on a 
writer contract. 
U is also interested in buying 
Daugnerty’s story, ‘Shackeled Cin- 
derella.’ 
ARTHUR KLEIN’S N. Y. MISSION 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Arthur Klein will leave for New 
York tomorrow (Tuesday), to look 
for available talent to be booked 





through the Schulberg-Feldman 
agency. 








He wanted to write a book. He 
went to college to study journalism. 
He still thinks he’ll finish that play. 
But he was drafted into the army of 
those who market fame and are de- 
prived of its by-lines. He’s a mov- 
ing picture press agent. 

Quiet, unassuming, he blows a 
loud trumpet in the orchestra of 
Ballyhoo.. He sees prominence from 
the seamy side but he strings to- 
gether yarns of convincing fallacy 
on the great and near great. He 
smiles about it only to himself—a 
smile that lodges in his eyes and 
stays there to brighten a profes- 
sionally poker face. 

He writes only for publication. 
But he has a little list, mostly 
mental, of his own private summary 
of the players he’s helped to make 
famous. 
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He’s for exterminating the actors 
who read their press clippings and 
| come, in time, to believe them. He'd 


| fladly strangle Hollywoodites who 
|; come east on personal appearance 
|tours. They break into his busy 
|day with complaints about. the 


hotels at which they’re booked. This 

|one isn’t good enough; they all want 
to stop at that one. Many, terrified 
at the prospect of contacting a vis- 
| ible prepared 
speeches. 


audience, order 


Un-bylined and Unsung 


By Ruth Morris 





‘Next,’ enumerates Joe Pressagent, 
‘there’s the actress who writes that 
she’s coming to town and will put 
herself at the disposal of the pub- 
licity department. We line up in- 
terviews. After she gives two, our 
little Pollyanna develops laryngitis. 

‘There’s So-and-So, the star with 
a swelled head. He used to be a 
good guy. But how he thinks he 
doesn’t need publicity. In town on 
a vacation, he doesn’t want to be 
disturbed. I don’t disturb him. I 
just slip the name of his hotel, or 
the town or boat where he’s hiding, 
to every reporter who wants an in- 
terview. He can’t resist the flat- 
tery of a personal call. He'll talk 
for a high schoo] journalist.’ 

Married couples are averse to 
publicity. They want to meet their 


Film New Acts 


Following picture players 
who are making personal stage 
appearances are reviewed in 
this issue, under New Acts, on 





page 31. 
Jack Mulhall. 
Josephine Dunn, 

















friends and do the town. Invari- 
ably, one weakens and talks for the 
press whereupon the other becomes 
jealous. Since interviewers are 
rarely interested in more than one 
member of a family, Joe Pressagent 
uses his wits and dispatches a group 
of stooges, posing as newspaper 


men, to the hotel suite of the neg- | 


lected star. 
The high-hat actor freezes up on 


interviewers who try to probe into | 


his domestic life. He must be pro- 
tected from the gushers, the school 
girl sobbies who want to know what 
he has for breakfast, what color he 
prefers in ties. 

‘Once in a lifetime,’ continues Joe, 
‘I worked with an actress who was 
a good scout. She doesn't want to 
shop, go to the theatre or meet her 
old friends. She'll jump through 
hoops for publicity. But she insists 
upon being interviewed over lunch 
in speakeasies. She'll talk all day 
as she runs up a luncheon check of 
$50.’ 

There is also the 
the press agent, in spite of his dis- 
illusionment regarding celebrities, 
personally admires. She’ll arrive in 
town and be so thoroughly human, 
sweet and reasonable that, before 
Joe knows what's happened, she'll 

(Continued on page 27) 


Over Writing-Acting Bid 


the | 


actress whom |} 


‘watch these names!’ includes: 





Professional Right Name 
i ss sels awe anué i oie od Augusta ) 
Mae Marsh..:.........Mrs. inate L. “suet 
eeOMOO” VEREP occ ccsccccwsar Florence Arto 
.. Ba 0 Sr Byrnice Bueitler 
EG NS So c's wes buen ewan Mario Bianchi 
SY Sts » CS Kika 6 v Skis Liste Bierbauer 
ce ng De ee ee eee & Lillian Bohny 


a. 8 FPR Tee Fanny Boroch 


POE BMawscccocecates Ernest Brimmer 
RE cere et James Brown 
Barbara Kent........... Barbara Cloutman 
Betty Compson........... Louisine Compson 
oe) ae a Frank J. Cooper 
Ciptre, Winder. <o.6i ocesscSeekis Olga Cronk 
eek. SUE. 0 S% ct:0.08 cae eh Reginald Dandy 


Gilbert Rolend 
DeAlonzo Louis Antonio Damoso 
Renee Adoree.........« Jeanne De La Fonte 
Dotores del. Rio 
Lolita Dolores Asunsolo De Martinez 





l Kathryn ‘Carver...........: Catherine Drum 
ey ON Fas akkb da Oh -d0 8's ane Ina Fagen 
| TIO y MEAMOR. 2. os cecccccas Leona Flugrath 
yo PE RS ar ee Jan Fox 
| Samuel Goldwyn...........Samuel Goldfish 
I ON a i oe cg a ce Walter Goss 


Karl Dane..Rasmus Kar! Thekelson Gottlieb 
bo ga errr Roy Guisti 


SR I ots» whe deh Greta Gustavson 
i June Collyer.......... Dorothea Heermance 
DL. te cakes & Uas wads cd Allen Clay Hoskins 











| Dorothy Janis...... Dorothy Penelope Jones 
Se Se ROE haves iveces «cs Jack Krantz 
Rea Dorothy Kitchen 
Ro” De Pe Peer Arnold Kaiser 
SOON CURRED. 6 o.n.69:9.0:0:0.00-099 0 00 Jack Kesterton 
Pe Me cs kena 0 4.6800455 8 Marie Koenig 
Nancy Carroll.....:.........Nancy La Hiff 
RRR: author's gseaehs cdwss Evelyn Lederer 
Gwen Lee........ «es....Gwen Le Pinski 
fo. ig &"_ Sere ree Jan Love 
a ee | ee Elvira McDowell 
Gilda Gray............Marianna Micholska 
Colleen Moore........... Kathleen Morrison 
et. UP NS ao c'ébo ss tacos Chotsey Noonan 
4 Beg. eae ae Molly Noonan 
Lane Chandler....... Robert Clinton Oakes 
BOR “WG OR 00 odsececee< Paula Osterman 
Don Alvarado..... eodeveeest devs Jose Paige 
A eer Tree Joe Perry 
Carole. Lompard..cccssesscccers Jane Peters 
Madge Bellamy..........Margaret Phillpott 

| Anita PEs eve vcccverceses ou Anita homares 
| Nick Stuart. ..ccccccccccss.e Nikolas Prata 
| Jack Gilbert....seseeeeeeeeeess John Pringle 
MVGlyR Breme.s coccceseccccece Betty Riggs 
Ramon Novatro......... Ramon Samaneigo 
Arthur LAKE. ..cveccecs aed Arthur Silverlake 
pe eS PTT Harry Simpson 
Mack Sennett.............-Mickall Sinnott 
Josef von Sternber®......ssscccss Joe Stern 

| Ford Sterling.........:;. George Ford Stitch 
Virginia Valli....ccceesss Virginia Sweeney 
PEE "UNE: 0 0.6666600426 45 4 Hugh Thomas 
Rupert Julian.........-. -.. Percival Thomas 
Frances Lee................Merna Tibbette 
Douglas 1 airbanks......... Douglas Ullman 

| OEY WAGs sc cec eevee Hubert Prior Vallee 
| Richard Arlen...... Richard Van Mattimore 
Paul Muni..............Muni Weisenfreund 

| Myrna Loy....ee..e. eeeeees.- Myrna Williams 
Po We |! err ei 2 Alva White 
Young 


Kathryn Crawford......... Catherine 


Wally Reid, Jr.’s First 
| Auto Yarn for St. Rights 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Willis Kent has selected ‘The 
| Racing Strain’ as the first auto 
i story which will feature Billy 
| Reid, 14-year-old son of the late 
Wallace Reid. Youngster, who will 
| be billed as Wallace, 
| work today (3) at International. 
| Jerome Storm, who will direct, 
| will spend one day on interiors, with 
| the remainder of the footage being 
| filmed at the Ascot speedway. Pic- 
'ture will be state righted. 


Jr., starts 





| 
| SAILINGS 
} Oct. 15 (New York to San Fran- 
cisco) Herman Wobber (Virginia). 
| Oct. 12 (New York to Cherbourg). 
| Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Elliott, Marian 
| Burns, Carl Berger, Harry Woods, 
all of Fox’s ‘Man-Eater’ company 
and James Spearing (Aquitania). 
Oct. 10 (Los Angeles to Singa- 
pore) , Technical crew of Fox’s 
‘Man-Eater’ company (President 
Harrison). 


Oct 8 (New York to Paris), Fred 
|; Pelton, Olindo Ceccarini, Martin 
Sebelman, Giovinni Del Longo 
(Paris). 

Oct. 1 (New York to London): 
| Mr. and Mrs. Irving Berlin (Bre- 
| men). 

; Oct. 1 (New York to Hamburg), 
Anna Chevilier (Reri), Robert 


Plumpe Murnau (Milwaukee). 

Sept. 30 (New York to London), 
Maurice Ostrer, William Gell (Bre- 
men). 

Sept 30 (New York to 
Max Schmeling, Mr. and 


London), 
Mrs. Har- 








old Lioyd, Alfred A. Knopf, Johnny 
Walker (Bremen). 
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BEERY, HAYES 
SEEM SET FOR 
AWARDS 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Nominations for Academy awards 
of the past season show a prepon- 
derance of votes going to Wallace 
Beery in ‘The Champ’ as the best 
performance of the year by a male 
player. Helen Hayes, in ‘The Sin of 
Madelon Claudet,’ seems to head the 
list for the leading femme. ‘Champ’ 
gets a second showing with Frances 
Marion in line for writing the best 
original, and Edwin EPurke is due 
for the award on the best adapta- 
tion of his work on ‘Pad Girl.’ 

There are two other nominations 
in each class, but those named 
above seem to have the majority 
of votes in excess of the required 
50%. This virtually clinches the 
election. 


‘Rockabye’ Retakes 
Tilt Nut to $600,000; 
Build Up Benchley 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Radio is now making extensive 
retakes on two pictures, with Con- 
stance Bennett’s ‘Rockabye’ sched- 
uled for a 50% revamping, which 
will tilt the nut on _ production 
$150,000. This will put the final cost 
at $600,000. 

The other feature in the retake 
process is ‘Free, White and 21.’ Fol- 
lowing its first preview, the studio 
execs decided to rebuild several se- 
quences in order that Robert Bench- 
ley might be given a greater build- 
up. He was credited with stealing 
the picture as first shown. Studio 
has offered Benchley an acting- 
writing contract, which he is con- 
sidering. 

In ‘Rockabye,’ at least two prin- 
cipals, Phillips Holmes and Laura 
Hope Crews, are out, with Joel Mc- 
Crea and Jobyna Howland replac- 
ing them. A part, also, is being 
written in for Walter Catlett. 








GARBO BALKS 


Objects to Examination Sequence in 
Visa Routine 








Stockholm, Sept. 21. 

Garbo burned up the Swedish 
telephone wires this week when she 
called American consulate and an- 
nounced that she would like a visa 
to return to the States, but that she 
didn’t feel like coming in herself to 
get it. The Stockholm consul re- 
plied that he was sorry, but she 
must come in and take the required 
physical examination. 

Star was wild and _ said she 
wouldn’t submit to such an ex- 
amination. Consul was sorry, but 
only President Hoover could help 
her out. The medical board who 
do the physical examining in Scan- 
dinavian only stop once a month in 
Stockholm and Garbo will have an- 
other four weeks to make a de- 
cision. 





Brock Sues to Keep His 
Salary From First Wife 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

Friendly suit has been filed in 
superior court by Louis’ Brock, 
Radio shorts producer, against RKO 
Studios, Inc., to prevent the com- 
pany from paying his salary to his 
first wife in New York, who is at- 
tempting to collect alimony from the 
home office of Radio. 

Similar action was taken against 
Fox two weeks ago by Alan Dine- 
hart, 


Young-Powell Team 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Loretta Young and Dick Powell 
will be co-starred by Warners as a 


team. Their first will be ‘Stuffed 
Skirt,’ by Stephen Morehouse Avery. 
It’s running currently in the October 


‘Cosmopolitan.’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Bob Palmer becomes assistant to 
Fred Schuessler, casting director at 


Radio, going from United Artists. 
He replaces Bob Mayo, who goes 
to.Warners. 


<= 








Par Deal Forces Cortez 


VIDOR WILL PROBABLY 
GO WITH PAR; OWN UNIT 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Paramount, B. P. Schulberg, Radio 
and all bidding 


Sam Goldwyn 


are 
for King Vidor. His last picture 
was ‘Bird of Paradise’ for Radio on 


Loan from Metro. 

His contract with Metto was for 
225,000 guarantee for three pix with 
a 25% cut on the profits. 

Probable that he will accept the 
Paramount offer as it is understood 
that Par will give him a unit and 
finance production. Also the same 
profit proposition as was incorpor- 
ated in the Metro contract. 


WALKER, OF COLO., 1ST 
SHOWMAN AS SENATOR 


Denver, Oct. 3. 
Walter Walker is the first show- 





man to become U. S. Senator. He 
was appointed last week by Gov. 
Adams to fill the vacancy caused 


by the death of Senator Charles H. 
Waterman. 


Walker is the owner of the Av- 
alon theatre, Grand Junction, Col., 
and actively managed theatres until 
he sold out to picture interests. 

In political circles here it was not 
certain how long Walker will serve. 
Waterman’s term expires March 4. 
It is possible that a successor to 
the late Senator will be chosen at 
the general election Nov. 8. How- 
ever, state laws make no provision 
for the nomination of candidates 
in situations of this kind. 

Walker has been active in the 
state Democratic party for some 
time, retiring as chairman of the 
central committee to accept the 
Senatorial appointment. 

In addition to his theatre inter- 
ests, Walker is a Grand Junction 
newspaper publisher. 








Marguerite Churchill 
Set in a Legit Pronto 


Marguerite Churchill arrived in 
New York Thursday morning (29), 
on the Century. At one o'clock that 
afternoon she was engaged for Sam 
Harris’ next legit ‘Dinner at Eight.’ 


At two o'clock she _ started re- 
hearsing. 
Miss Churchill engineered the 


high speed engagement herself be- 
tween breakfast and lunch time. No 
negotiations were on before her ar- 
rival in New York. 

She has been away from Broad- 
way and in the talkers for about 
four years. 





Harry Weber’s Daughter 


Suing Ex-Actor, Divorce 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

Muriel Milland, daughter of Harry 
Weber, agent, is bringing suit for 
divorce in the Superior’ court 
against Jack Milland, who was un- 
der an acting contract to Metro 
when he married. 

He quit to enter her father's of- 
fice. He left this week for England. 
Suit will not be contested. 





To Pass Up British Job 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Going under contract at Para- 
mount, Jan. 2, Ricardo Cortez will 
be unable to accept an offer to make 
two in England. Player had been 
negotiating with Basil Deane, to be 
starred in a brace there. 

Cortez goes to Fox for one, 
Swing,’ on completion of his 
rent, ‘Flesh,’ at Metro. 


‘Giant 
cur- 





Karen Morley’s Fall 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Karen Morley, playing the femme 
lead in ‘Flesh’ for Metro suffering 


| from exhaustion fell down her dress- 


ing room stairs on the lot Saturday 


lafternoon (1), bruising her face and 


spraining ankle. Company wanted | 
her to take rest before the picture's | 


start but she ins!Isted she wanted | 
to work and had done long hours 
during first week shooting. 

Company will shoot around her 
until she returns Wednesday. 


D’Arrast Back at MG 


Hollywood, Oct. 3 
Harry D’ Arrast will 
Metro to direct He left that studio 


three 


return to 


years 


iso. 





HELLINGER’S SHORTS 


10 Months’ World Tour for ‘Mirror’ 
—Film Deal Factor 





Mark Hellinger is the first of the 
present day columnists to tour the 
world in conjunction with his daily 
New York ‘Mirror’ contributions. 
He will write human interest stories 
of ‘Other Broadways.’ 

Hellinger will be gone 10 months 
sailing aboard the new Italian liner, 


Rex. He lands at Gibraltar and 
journeys from there overland to 
Nice. 


Columnist’s ‘All in a Day’ has been 
prepared for more than a month in 
advance, or until his travel columns 
start reaching the ‘Mirror.’ He has 
signed for another two years with 
this paper. 

Another feature of the trip has to 
do with the making of 26 film shorts 
to be released through Universal. 
After a slight hitch an agreement 
giving Hellinger a guarantee and 
50% of the profits on the shorts was 
made with Bill Rowland and Monte 
Brice, the latter having contracted 
to make 40 shorts for U. 

Hellinger will be accompanied by 
a director and cameraman, 


RKO PIX AFTER 
VAUDE NAMES 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Radio studio is making a survey 
of the vaude field with a view of 
bringing more players from the va- 
riety stage into pictures. Idea is 
that current vaude contains a lot 
of good material that stands a 
chance of clicking almost over night 
in films. 

Charles Freeman is handling this 
end of the new talent hunt. He is 
lining up names of _ possibilities, 
mostly singles and doubles, who will 
be tested in New York when the 
acts play there. 


Kate’s ‘Moon Song’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Paramount will star Kate Smith 
in ‘Moon Song,’ original by Fannie 
Hurst on which Agnes’. Brandt 
Leahy and Sid Lazarus are doing 
the adaptation. 











‘Best Dressed Woman’ 
Figured Bennett Starrer 


Hollywood, GOct. 3. 
Prompted by the modishness of 
Constance Bennett, Gene Towne and 
C. Graham Baker are writing ‘The 
Best Dressed Woman in the World, 
for submission to Dave Selznick as 
a Bennett stellar. 
Team, now in N. Y., also is work- 
ing on ‘Strang Bedfellows,’ an idea 
already sold to Charles B. Rogers. 





Gaige Wants Landi as 
‘Angel’ Star on Broadway 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Crosby Gaige, Broadway legit 
producer, is dickering with Fox for 
the loan of Elissa Landi, to star in 
‘Angel,’ which he will produce in 
New York in December. 

Player is currently in Vancouver, 
awaiting reentry to this country un- 
der the immigration quota. 





Junior Stock in as Test 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Nearly all young stock players at 
Radio have been cast in ‘Lucky 
Devils,’ Bill Boyd’s next feature, as 
an experiment. Tom Keene, west- 


;ern star, will also appear in the 
pic. 

Ralph Ince is to direct. Ben 
Markson and Casey Robinson are 


on the story. 


Crossman to Fox 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Henrietta Crossman is being 
rrought from New York by Fox 


to play the lead in a Gold Star 


Mother story titled ‘Pilgrimage.’ 


Ruggles’ Co-Starrers 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
aramcunt has renewed Charles 
iggl ontract for another year. 
During the new termer, he will be 

o-starrel in three pictures with 
Mar [50 1 








4 wood contract for 


Authors Camouflage Script Anemia 
By Writing In Known Personalities 











+ —_——___—_—_—_- 
YOUTHFUL SUPER Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

On every major lot there are sey- 

25-Year Old New York Girl Pro-| 4.21 featured players stamped for 
moted by Fox ‘ Pere P 

certain specialties, who are _ in- 

Hollywood, Oct. 3. cluded in every script turned out 

Irene Lee, the 25-year old girl re- | by the writing department. Rea- 

cently brought from New York by|.on is the writers feel that the 
Fox to read plays in search of film ee ith h ‘ ts oF 

material, will be made supervisor. | P!@yer, although not a star, has a 

She is now on the set daily dur-| personality strong enough to de- 


ing the filming of ‘Second Hand 
Wife,’ in order to become familar 
with prodiction. 

Miss Lee will handle pictures par- 
ticularly appealing to women. 


TIFFS TAKE LAEMMLE 
KIN OFF MIX SERIES 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

To prevent further bickering be- 
tween Tom Mix and Stanley Ber- 
german, Universal has taken Car! 
Laemmle's son-in-law off the Mix 
series and will replace him with 
another supervisor. Bergerman will 
be assigned to other pictures. Pair 
had plenty of squabbles over direc- 
tion. 

Henry MacRae will direct the next 
Mix feature, which will not be ‘Oh 
Promise Me,’ which has been moved 
back so that a yarn with more hair 
on its chest can be substituted. 

™om Mix has been home the past 
five days with a heavy cold. 


Tired of Cinematic Street 
Walking, Player Squawks 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Tired of being Paramount’s num- 
ber one screen harlot. Wynne Gib- 
son is pouting at the studio and de- 
manding that she be cast in parts 
other than bad girls. 

With the exception of one pic- 
ture, ‘The Strange Case of Clara 
Deane,’ Miss Gibson’s assignments 
at that lot have all been those of 
sidewalk strollers. 


Two Pix for Blue Before 
Returning to F-M Unit 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Monte Blue leaves Fanchon & 
Marco’s ‘Movie Circus’ Idea in Chi- 
cago this week to fly here for work 
in two Allied features. After com- 
pletion, expected to take about five 
weeks, Blue returns to the F. & 
M. unit. 

Blue is due here Thursday (6) to 
start ‘The Intruder,’ and, after that 
‘Officer 13.’ Actor’s contract with 
M. H. Hoffman allows him to be 
recalled at any time for picture 
work. 

















Anna Sten—Communist? 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Mrs. Patrick Dray, chairman of 
the Atlanta Better Films commit- 
tee, wired Sam Goldwyn not to use 
Anna Sten in pictures on grounds 
she was a Communist. 1oldwyn 
denies this and says he will not 
stop. 
This is not a press agent gag. 


U After Tracy 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Universal is negotiating for Lee 
Tracy to play the lead in ‘Private 
Jones,’ original one-act play by 
Richard Schayer which was later 
produced on Broadway as ‘War 
Song’ by George Jessel. 


MOLLY’S FRENCH HANDLE 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Molly O'Day will leave here 
Thursday (6), for New York. Going 
into a musical production. 
She will change her name to Su- 
zanne, eliminating the O'Day and 
will be known merely by the single 








handle. She’s a _ sister of Sally 
O'Neil 
FOX TERMER FOR FOSTER 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 


Norman Foster has been given a 


term contract by Fox. 

Player has been assigned to two 
pictures, ‘Pleasure Cruise’ and 
i‘Giant Swing.’ 

Joan Castle and WB 

Joan Castle signed by Warners 
for a Vitaphone opposite Jack 
| Haley. . 

WB is also considering a Holly- 


Miss Castle, 


tract from any story weakness 
which otherwise might be notice- 
able. 


For any story written at Para- 
mount having a drunk part, the 
writers suggest that someone of 
Charles Ruggles’ type play the 
part, Same applies to Wynne 


Gibson, who is written in on a num- 
ber of scripts as a hard boiled, 
wilted lily. 

Radio has its writers who in- 
clude a stutterer in all their yarns, 
with the hope that the studio will 
set Rosco Ates in the part. At 
Universal, practically every story 
has a part for Russell Hopton as 
a wisecracking, fast thinking lad. 
Drawling Andy Devine is also a 
writers’ pet. 

Fox finds that in every story 
there is a prototype of Herbert 
Mundon and Minna Gombell, both 
fav players with the writers, be- 
cause of their positive personalities. 

Few stories are turned in by 
Metro's writing staff that have not 
a Jimmy Durante running through 
the yarn. Another Metro player in 


most scripts in Jean Hersholt. At 
Warners, Guy Kibbe, Frank Mc- 
Hugh, Bette Davis, Aline Mar- 


Mahon and, recently, Dick Powell, 
are the most popular players with 
the scriveners. If the casting de- 
partment spotted them in all pic- 
tures into which they were written, 
the players would spend 24 hours 
daily running from one set to an- 
other. 

Studios are wise to the writers’ 
gag, and in most cases blue pencil 
the part and start looking for holes 
in the yarn, knowing that the in- 
clusion of the sure shot players in 
the script usually indicates a story 
weakness. 





Boy of 7 Only American 


Youngster in ‘Cavalcade’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Unable to procure English chil- 

dren for all four of the kid parts in 


‘Cavalcade,’ Fox gave one of the 
jobs to Douglas Scott, seven years 
old, born in Seattle. Youngster is 
the only American child in the cast, 
and the only one with previous pic- 
ture experience. 

The three others, born in Eng- 
land, are Dick Henderson, Jr., 10, 
son of the vaude actor; Sheila Mac- 
Gill, nine, and Bonito Granville, 
nine, living in Hollywood. Intention 
to import minors from England was 
stopped by an English law forbid- 
ding exporting children for profit- 
making enterprises. 

Production of ‘Cavalcade’ is set to 
begin Monday (3). 

‘Cavaleade* cops honors for the 
number of featured players in cast 
and speaking parts in bits. 

Lineup has 40 featured people 
cast, and 150 parts and bits. And 
all with an English accent. 





Schnitzer Sets Scribe 
Shore Swelegantly 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Viola Brothers Shore gets a con- 
tract to write the next four pictures 
for Jos. I. Schnitzer’s releases 
through Radio. Paper sets $30,000 
as the figure. 

Writer has the authority to select 
the director and choose the cast, 
giving her the virtual authority of 
supervisor. 

Former Paramount writer worked 
on ‘Second Fiddle’ with the contract 
as the result. 





Contract Rewards 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 


Tad Alexander, nine year young- 
ster brought from San Francisco 
|for ‘Rasputin’ by Metro has been 
given a seven year contract by the 
company, 

Also a year’s ticket goes to C. 


Henry Gordon for his work in the 


| Same pict ure, 


— ye 


* 
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£300,000 Is Best Net Return on 


Average Film in U. S.; World's 
Average Maximum Is $400,000 


The average major company fea- 
ture today is costing around $250,000 
to produce. In order to break even 
it must realize in rentals an aver- 
age total of $420,000 throughout the 
world. This ‘peak’ figure 
print, sales, advertising and hand- 
And the better feature 
is netting for the distributor only 
about $300,000 from major U. S. 
boxoffices which have always been 
counted upon to meet yirtually all 


includes 


ling costs. 


negative costs. 

Distribution authorities, as well 
as sales and neutral executives in 
major companies agree that these 
figures are approximately correct, 
and they point to them as the rea- 
son for seeking higher rentals from 
exhibitors this season. 

With the lesser runs and world 
sales reckoned, it is figured that the 
most a major feature, in the general 
ratio, can now average in rental is 
another $100,000 or $400,000 gross 
total for his country. In the si- 
lent and early days of sound, re- 
turns to the distributors, computed 


conservatively, were placed at 
around $500,000 for a normal film 
in the U. S. 


Most surprising in the analysis 
are figures showing there is a profit 
even in the $10 rental today. 

Distributors who cover this mar- 
ket intensively can net a profit of 
$3.50 on every $10 rental. In actual 
outlay at the exchange for handling 
and repairing prints the average ex- 
penditure is set at $6.50. 

There are now about an estimated 
71,750 of the lesser subsequent runs, 
houses paying $10-$12-$15-$25 rent- 
als, straight and sometimes on per- 
centage. This means that there are 
on an average of 250 such admission 
theatres in each of the 31 box- 
office zones. 

Exhibitors in the lesser class are 
generally known to distributors as 
of the type that are chiefly inter- 
ested in getting set on product. 
They buy in bulk rather than in 
quality, so that little sales talk is 
needed providing the salesman ar- 
rives early. 


HAYS CHECKS 
FILM SCRIBES 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Due to the heavy influx of free- 
lance newspapermen, a_ rigorous 
tightening of the industry’s reins 
on the press was launched this week 
by the Hays organization when it 
refused one publisher all studio 
courtesies and effected, immediately, 
an order that from now on all new 
arrivals in the correspondent class 
on the coast will be placed on pro- 
bation for the first three months 
of their contact with the industry. 

Expulsion order ts the first of its 
kind and the most drastic yet made 
by the industry in its relation with 
publishers. Under it, the credential 
card of Howard Halli, publisher of 
‘Cinema Digest,’ was called in and 
studio publicity departments were 
instructed to ignore Hall and all 
members of his staff from now on. 
Ruling was based on the findings of 
the producers, who have had Hall, 
as well as several others, under ob- 
servation for some time. 

Probation order for all new cor- 
respondents is prompted by the 
Haysian desire to get a line on the 
type of people representing publi- 
cations. If during the first three 
months the news writer shows any 
tendency to distort or misrepresent, 
to the industry’s disadvantage, then 
the paper, magazine or news serv- 
ice will either have to send out a 
new representative or else be ‘un- 
co-ered’ in general coast news chan- 
nels. 








O’Reilly’s Special P. A. 

Ed Barry has been retained by 
Charles O’Reilly as special publicist 
for the film industry’s relations with 
the Democratic National committee. 

O'Reilly last week moved over to 
the commiitee headquarters in the 
Biltmore hotel. 





SELZNICK’S 0. 0. 





Agent For European Boeking and 
Survey 





Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Myron Selznick left today for 
New York to confer with Leland 
Hayward and James R. Cowan, the 
Joyce-Selznick eastern associates 
and then sail for Europe, where he 
will endeavor to spot American stu- 
dio talent for British productions. 
Also to O. O. London, Paris and 
Berlin. 


When he returns, Frank Joyce 
takes a scram to Europe. 


JACK WARNER 
BURNS AT 
CYCLES 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 


Jack Warner delivered a blast 
against picture cycles, laying the 
responsibility on unscrupulous pro- 
ducers who imitate original ideas. 
Warner wants the producers’ asso- 
ciation to protect story ideas sim- 
ilar to present title registry. 


‘Blessed Event’ and ‘I Am a Fu- 
gitive From the Chain Gang’ were 
Warner’s particular peeves, claim- 
ing that they have been imitated to 
death by other studios. 


Didn’t mention any copyist by 
name, but meant Universal and 
Radio, which made ‘Okay America’ 
and ‘Is My Face Red?’ in the col- 
umnist trend. ‘Destination Un- 
known’ is about to start at U, and 
Radio has released ‘Hell’s Highway,’ 
chain gang stories, 


Heins Ties Up WB 
Bank Accounts in 
$500,000 Chain Suit 


Bank accounts of Warner Bros. 
Pictures, Inc., in New York City, 
have been tied up by attachment 
for $200,000 in a $500,000 suit by El- 
more Heins of the Sun Investment 
Corp. and National Theatre Corp., 
eperating four theatres in Roanoke, 
Va. Suit for the half-million is 
predicated on an alleged loss be- 
tween May 7, 1930, when a deal 
for WB to take over these houses 
was made, and Aug. 12, 1930, when, 
it is claimed, the arrangement was 
to have become effective, WB never 
took over the theatres. 

In that interval of three months 
and one week, in 1930, the theatre 
market dove to the degree, claims 
Heins, et al., that the $500,000 loss 














was suffered. Meanwhile, Publix 
stepped in and took over. the 
houses. 


Four theatres involved are valued 
at $1,700,000 which was the figure 
originally agreed upon in May, but 
by August, 1930, that valuation had 
allegedly dwindled $500,000. It was 
around that date that Warners had 
refused to accept the theatres, set- 
ting forth that the entire transac- 
tion was supposedly subject to ap- 
proval of the board of directors. 
This approval, said WB, wasn’t 
forthcoming. 


Heins and his Roanoake theatre 
interests, however, evidenced to 
Justice Shientag, in N. Y. Supreme 
Court, that while WB claimed there 
was no board okay, in the formal 
applications to the N. Y. Stock Ex- 
change, where WB stock is listed, 
the picture company apparently ad- 
mitted that the board had okayed 
the Roanoke theatre deal, and thus 
| that became one of WB’s assets. On 
that evidence, Justice Shientag ap- 
proved an attachment for $200,000, 


which is only part of the $500,000 
claimed, 
According to the law, the bank 


accounts are tied up until a bond 
for twice that amount—or $400,000— 
is posted. 





R. R. CUT RATES 


No Winter Scale N. Y. to Denver— 
40% Cut for Round Trips 








Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Transcontinental railroads are 
not putting into effect the winter 
rates between New York and Den- 
ver due to slack traffic. 
Rates this year are reduced 40% 
for round trips. 


NEW UNIFORM 
CONTRACT BY 
JAN, 33 


Indications, taking a sudden 
about-face during the past week, 
now are that the industry will have 
a uniform contract by January, 
1933. There are many important 
angles, Distributors figure that the 
new national indie organization in 
the offing will be a militant one. 
They are more fearful of indie ac- 
tivity with state legislatures com- 








against box office taxation than they 
are of the gest'tre for Federal reg- 
ulation. 


Contributing strongly to the 
chances of uniformity is the legal 
angle. Attorneys have questioned 
the court viewpoint that such con- 
certed action is a restraint of trade. 
Leave It to Sales Mgrs. 
Powerful influences in the indus- 
try are being brought to bear for 
the indie. These point out that for 
two years the MPTOA of America 
has advocated self-regulation, but 
that its program has failed com- 
pletely because of major company 
attorneys refusing to concede a sin- 
gle point. 
Under the new plan of relations 
between distributors and exhibitors, 
neutral parties would have lawyers 
excluded until the last, with sales 
managers doing the actual negotiat- 
ing. Lawyers are conceded not so 
well versed in the intricacies of the 
box office. 
Representatives for distributors in 
the current political issue with the 
indies say that they are willing for 
the MPTOA and Allied to sit down 
at the same table and draft a con- 
tract. They express the certainty 
that if the indie demands are not 
excessive the formula will be adopt- 
ed by the industry. 
Behind the about-face on the part 
of the distribs is the knowledge that 
they are facing what they expect to 
be the most difficult year with taxa- 
tion. In all other battles with legis- 
latures the major part of the in- 
dustry has used the indie b. o. as its 
shield. They readily admit, and 
seem to appreciate for the first time, 
that many of these indie contacts 
with the law makers have year after 
year saved the industry from taxa- 
tion. 
The session in Washington be- 
tween MPTOA and Allied on the 
uniform contract, which was post- 
poned indefinitely, now has been set 
for Chicago on Oct, 14. 


‘King of Kings’ Plagiarism 
Suit Dropped After 2 Yrs. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

The $1,000,000 ‘King of Kings’ 
plagiarism suit brought against C. 
B. DeMille by William E. Traut- 
mann has been dismissed after 
pending for two years. In addition 
to DeMille, Jeanie MacPherson, 
DeMille Pictures Corp. and Pathe 
Studios, Ine., were named in the 
same sut. Defendants paid their 
own costs. 

Trautmann alleged that the Bib- 
lical picture was taken from his 
‘Cradle, Cross and Crown,’ which he 
claimed to have submitted to De- 
Mille in 1926. 


Weather Shaves Extras 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Extra jobs upped 100 to 4,224 dur- 
ling the past week, with weather 
| still responsible for lack of big out- 














door sets. Most volume was re- 
'corded Sept. 28, when 1,102 people 
were spotted. 

Small sets predominated, the 


largest being the 126 beer-garden 
| decorators on ‘Fiesh’ at Metro, Sept. 
} 27. 


batting their own renewed fight |}. 


Wax Hollywood Screen Premieres as 








ACTOR CAN COOK 


So Much So, Mankiewicz Fears Stu- 
dio Will Grab His Chef 
Hollywood, Oct, 3. 
It’s the guy who's versatile that 
gets the spots in Hollywood today. 
An actor friend of Joe Mankiewicz’s, 
who hadn't clicked since ‘Reunion 
in Vienna’ closed in L. A., came to 
the writer the other day and said 
that it was a job or no ham and. 

‘I need a cook,’ said Joe, 

‘Oke,’ replied the actor. 

Today, both are eating, with Joe 
afraid that one of these days the 
actor-cook-friend will get set at one 
of the studios. 


METRO COUNTS 
ON 25 B.0.S 
FOR EXCL. 


Metro is counting on not over 25 
theatres in the U. 8S. for its exclu- 
sive run policy. According to Felix 
Feist yesterday (Monday) these 
theatres will be the only ones in 
their territories into which Metro 
product will be booked, the deals 
representing the 100% Metro pro- 
gram and not just a group of pic- 
tures. 

Metro’s sales head said that the 
‘exclusive’ circuit is not yet com- 
plete and that there is considerable 
more negotiating to be done. 








Radio Plug on 


———$———=a, 


Subsquent Runs 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 


New wrinkle in radio exploitation 
for picture houses has been worked 
out by Robert Collier, F-WC pube 
licity chief here, by which it will 
be possibile to reproduce over the 
air any Hollywood deluxe opening 
at subsequent runs of the picture, 
Collier, at every major opening here, 
records the broadcast incident to the 
festivities, by having a local studio 
pick up and wax the program, 
either via the ether route, or over a 
private telephone wire. 


This provides a permanent record 
of the broadcast, and extérpts 
from the reproduction can: be 
dubbed at any time for transerip- 
tion purposes, with such additional 
announcements as may be required 
included. 

For the popular priced shiwing 

here of ‘Grand Hotel,’ opening at 
Loew's State Oct. 6, Colfer is 
transcribing the radio broadcast of 
the premiere at Grauman’'s Chinese, 
which was recorded on 900 feet of 
sound track. He will use the rece 
ords as 15 minute sustaining: pro- 
grams on eight or 10 of the minor 
radio stations in Southern Califor- 
nia, as direct plugs for the State 
engagement. 
Similar exploitation will be pos« 
sible for any house by the simple 
process of transcribing new discs, 
and using such announcements, 
both at the start and the finish, to 
tie in the local booking. 


Blanket Chain 
Booking Is New 











Reports during the past week 


40, instead of 25 exclusive theatres, 
which would mean that the com- 
pany is reaching into box offices in 
addition to its own. 


Frisco Fox Dark? 
Report F-WC Turning 
It Over to Fox Corp. 


San Francisco, Oct. 3. 

Reported that Fox West Coast 
may turn over the Fox theatre here 
to Fox Theatres Corp. of New York, 
Oct. 13, with house to go dark. 
Fanchon-Marco stage shows would 
then return to the Warfield here, 
which will also have the pick of 
pictures. 


MURNAU’S BROTHER 
WOULD INDIE PROD. 


Brother of the late FP. W. Murnau 
is in New York trying to interest 
film companies in a sequel to ‘Tabu.’ 
Murnau wants backing to produce 
on his own, and has been talking to 
both Paramount and Metro, among 
others. Par distributed “Tabu.’ 
Murnau’'s idea is to use Reri, the 
Polynesian girl discovered in ‘Tabu,’ 
for the new picture for a story along 
the lines of what happened to her 
when she hit the American conti- 
nent. 

In actuality Reri went Fanchon 
& Marco after a Ziegfeld produc- 
tion. 











WIRING-IN INDIES 


Universal Housing Rental Com- 
panies in Mesh Enclosure 








Universal City, Oct. 3. 
Universal is moving the offiees of 
all rental companies to a wired en- 
closure in the front section of the 
studio. Indie producers will all be 
housed in the same building, in- 
stead of being scattered, as now. 
Change is to keep visitors to the 
indie offices from wandering on sets. 
U is spending $6,000 to revamp the 
building, which will have 22 offices. 





LORETTA YOUNG IN ‘SLAM’ 

Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Loretta Young gets the lead in 
‘Grand Slam,’ Warners feature to 
show the shady side of professional 
bridge and whist tournaments. 
Glenda Farrell is also cast, with 
Paul ‘Lukas taking a lead. 





were that Metro is counting upon | 
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jhere by Joseph 








Exclusive Ide 
| Exclusiveness on picture product, 
along lines different than proposed 
so far, may come about through 
sale of programs under bianket 
deals for entire circuits or’ groups 
of houses. The first deal of thig 
kind has been closed by Radio with 
BE. J. Sparks, of Florida, to cover 
the Publix-Sparks chain of almost 
100 theatres. 

The buy gives Sparks control 
over Radio films in his territory and 
aside from the fact that it specifies 
certain theatres, it virtually amounts 
to exclusive exhibition of the pic- 
tures for this operator. Sparks was 
in New York the past week to close 
the contract with Jules Levy, gene 
eral sales manager for Radio. 

Sparks’ deal is reminiscent in dis- 
tributor circles of the manner of 
buying pictures which E. V. Rich« 
ards practiced in the silent days 
when he headed Saenger. Richards 
would buy out a program for his 
territory for a stipulated sum and, 
in turn, market the pictures among 
the other theatres after they had 
been aWocated to his own (Saenger) 
houses. This is not called for under 
the Sparks buy. 

Levy left yesterday (Monday) 
and on his swing south will go into 
a huddle with Kincey-Wilby, Pub- 
lix operators-partners who are trys 
ing to tie up product on an exclue 
sive basis. : 


Futter Attempting a 
4 ese . 
‘Curiosities’ Syndicate 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Walter Futter is trying to sell 
newspaper syndicate rights to ‘Curts 
osities,’ to be used along lines of 
Ripley’s ‘Believe It or Not.’ 

Futter has around 5,000 subjects, 
used in his series of one-reel nove 
elties, and George Grant, local are 
tist is now arranging the incidents 
for newspaper use. Feature woul 
be called ‘Curiosities, or the Daily 
Sideshow’ 





Poland’s Marital Woes 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 
for divorce has been filed 
Franklin Poland, 
screen writer, against Louise M: 
Poland. Mental cruelty is charged; 
and the writer seeks the custody of 
their four-year-old son. 

His wife left him Sept. 19, and & 
property settlement has been made 
according to Poland. 


Suit 
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$300,000 Lasky Claims Involved in 
Break with Par, Salary and Cuts 


Around $800,000, on information, 
fa involved under the Jesse L. 
Lasky-Paramount break and if suit 
ig eventually brought, in lieu of an 
amicable settlement, it is likely that 
at least that figure will be named. 
On resigning from Paramount in 
Hollywood three weeks ago, Lasky’s 
contract as v.-p. in charge of pro- 
duction had two years and one 
month to go. 

The $800,000 named takes in sal- 
ary under that contract to its ex- 
piration, plus percentage splits from 
Paramount claimed by Lasky. The 
percentages are cited as accumu- 


lated and will go back some time 
when Lasky, in view of conditions, 
refrained from pressing Paramount 
on payment, 

Inside info, also, is that other 
amounts are due Lasky through deals 
the company made cutting him in. 
While some time ago other Para- 
mount-Publix executives took new 
contracts without a _ percentage 
split, including Sidney R. Kent be- 
fore he resigned, Lasky was the sole 
holdout. 

Lasky in N. Y. 

Lasky arrived in New York Sat- 
urday (1) from the Coast after a 
lengthy stay during which Sam 
Katz was attempting to get Lasky 
to accept a production post at the 
studio, principally along lines sim- 
ilar to Schulberg. 

His resignation, claiming breach 
of contract, is believed to have en- 
tirely ended any possibility of a 
patch-up. Lloyd Wright, who has 
a working arrangement with Nath- 
an Burkan, Lasky’s New York law- 
year, acted in the producer execu- 
tive’s behalf on the Coast up to and 
through the resignation. 

Lasky in line vith a probable deal 


‘to produce independently for United 


Art:sts is expected to confer with 
Al Lichtman, v.-p. in charge of dis- 
tribution for UA on release con- 
tracts, so that he may go ahead to 
arrange financing. He is said to 
have been made several offers for 
financial backing on picture produc- 
tion. 

If going through on UA's produ- 
cing-releasing, Lasky would prob- 
ably make two for the current 
(1932-'33) season. 


3 Publix Divs. 
To Be Operated 
From the Field 


change in 





Under the proposed 
operating setup within Publix, three 


territories in future are to be super- 


vised from the field rather than 
from the home office. In two or 
three weeks, possibly before Sam 
Katz returns to New York, John 
Balaban will return to Chicago; 
Martin J. Mullin will go back to 
Boston and R. J. O'Donnell, pres- 
ently over the south, will settle 
down in the west, probably Minne- 
apolis. 


O'Donnell will take over divisional 
Supervision of the northwest and 
middle west, now presided over from 
the h. o. by Mullin, in addition to 
retaining what's left in the south. 

Milton J. Feld will remain in New 
York in charge of the deluxers, 
Stretching by long jumps from L. A, 
to N. Y. Feld may also assume 
complete charge of all eastern stage 
production with Boris Morros on 
his return from Europe shifting to 
Chicago over unit producing activi- 
ties there. Louis Lipstone is now in 
charge of that function for B. & K. 

While nothing has been set, from 
information, David J. Chatkin and 
Harry Katz may share the respon- 
sibility of heading circuit operation 
at the h. .o, Sam Dembow retaining 
film buying and allied activities. 

It is presumed that should Chat- 
kin and Katz become a team on 
heading operation under Katz, Chat- 
kin woud also retain divisional di- 
rection of Pennsylvania and New 


“‘ersey. 





q 
Waxman Leaving Roxy; 
Fox May Spot Atwell 


A. P. Waxman, advertising and 
publicity counsellor of the Roxy, 
leaves that spot at the end of this 
week to take up his work again 
with Floyd Gibbons. Waxman came 
to the Roxy at the invitation of 
Spyros Skouras and agreed to stay 
with the house for two months fol- 
lowing its reopening until the spot 
got under way in its new operation. 
That period comes to an end this 
week. 

It is likely that with Waxman’s 
departure from the _ spot, that 
house’s advertising may come un- 
der supervision of the regular Fox 
Film a. and p. department. Under 
that setup Ben Atwell may be taken 
on to handle publicity while an ad- 
vertising agency will handle the ad 
campaigns direct. 


GENL CONFABS 
ON INDUSTRY 
ECONOMIES 





Plans for a unanimous and uni- 
fied reduction of major company 
production costs are being seriously 
discussed by company heads in a 
series of confabs. These have con- 
tinued over the past six weeks and 
are officially nearing conclusion. 

The subject of Hollywood bud- 
getry has not so far been discussed 
in any general meeting. Means to 
effect general economies are being 
considered, without laying each 
other open to harmful competition, 
should one company cut and the 
others continue the present scale, 


B. P. OFFICIALLY BACK 
READYING 3 FOR PAR 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 


B. P. Schulberg officially resumed 
his Paramount association today, 
with the expectancy that three pic- 
tures will go before the camera 
Oct. 17. 

‘Madame Butterfly,’ with Sylvia 
Sidney and Carey Grant and ‘The 
Glass Key’ and ‘Luxury Liner’ are 
‘the first three scheduled. Marion 
Gering will direct ‘Butterfly,’ the 
only megging assignment thus far 
made, 

Adapting ‘Glass Key’ are Florence 
Ryerson and Andre Bohme, while 
Gene Markey and Katherine Scola 
are scripting ‘Liner’. 


Axe for Red Tape 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Next meeting of the RKO treas- 
urers’ representatives will be held 
in St. Louis in December. Meetings 
are being held every three months, 
with the latest concluding in Kan- 
sas City recently. 

RKO’s nine traveling auditors, 
and representatives from the ex- 
changes, will attempt to cut more 
red tape from the bookkeeping de- 
partments, and tighten up on sub- 
stitution and other clauses in ex- 
hibitor contracts. 


Steuer Will Defend Biz 
In Ivan Abramson Suit 


Hays organization has retained 
Max D. Steuer to defend the indus- 
try in the action brought against it 
by Ivan Abramson, indie  pro- 
ducer and director of silent days. 








Abramson suit alleges everything 
under the Clayton and Sherman 
acts. 


No date has yet been set for trial. 





Writer Cormack Suping 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Bartlett Cormack, who has been 
writing on the Radio lot, has been 
elevated to associate producer. 
His first supervisory job will be 
on ‘Collusion.’ He will also handle 





one of the Bill Boyd action pictures. 


| Betz’ $10,469 Liabilities 





English for Writers 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Construction was started this 
week by Fox on a new two 
story building to house writers. 
Building, having 30 offices, 
will be of English architecture. 


HIRAM BROWNS 
UNIQUE PIC 
PROD. CO. 


Hiram S. Brown will be associated 
in an unnamed capacity with a spe- 
cial organization which, from infor- 
mation, will be linked up with inter- 
ests in Beacon Film, the company 
which Brown has been reported 
joining for some time. He will not 
be directly in Beacon, however, it 
is said. 

The former president of RKO is 
said to have strong financial back- 
ing, with Whitney money mentioned. 
E. A. Potter, a close personal friend 
of Brown's, and president of the 
Guaranty Trust Co., is said to have 
interested Brown in the new ven- 
ture. 

New organization which Brown 
will supposedly head, will produce 
and distribute pictures, supposedly 
made by rich men or explorers as 
an adventuresome avocation rather 
than a business. 

Beacon itself is such a company, 
the president of which, Roy P. 
Gates, was associated with Varick 
Frissel who perished while making 
a picture in the Labrador region. 
Among others of wealth in the Bea- 
con setup are Cornelius Vanderbilt 
Whitney and Douglas Burden, lat- 
ter a director of the Museum of 
Natural History. 


KATZ DUE EAST, 
AND FOR KEEPS 


On Sam Katz's return to New 
York Oct. 15 he will reassume ac- 




















tive supervision of theatre operation 
and all Paramount Publix matters. 
He will in future make only periodic 
trips to Hollywood. 

In Katz’s absence, Leo Spitz vir- 
tually supervised administration and 
operation of P-P as well as all legal 
and real estate matters on the New 
York end. 

Spitz will continue his activity to 
a great extent. He retains his law 
practice in Chicago. 

Accompanying Katz east will be 
Arthur Mayer who went to Holly- 
wood on advertising and publicity 
conferences. This apparently quashes 
recurrent reports that pub-ad ac- 
tivities would be centered at the 
studio with Mayer out there. 

Emanuel Cohen, spending the 
Jewish holidays in New York, will 
be back on the coast by the time 
Katz embarks for the east. 


$1,000,000 Corporation 
Formed by Boyce-Smith 
To Finance Indie Prod. 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Capitalized at $1,000,000, Motion 
Picture Investment Corp., Ltd., is 
being reorganized by J. Boyce- 
Smith, to finance independent pro- 
duction. Company was first organ- 
ized in 1929, but remained inactive 
because of the then gloomy out- 
look for indies. 

Move is also an attempt to revive 
Tec-Art studio, of which Boyce- 
Smith is now secretary-treasurer. 
Although not mandatory, it will be 











expected that producers financed by 
the organization will make their 
pictures at Tec-Art. The rental 


construction work started. 
Boyce-Smith, former v.-p. of In- 

spiration, and a film counsel for 10 

years, will be president of MPIC, 








Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Mathew Betz, film actor, has en- 
tered his petition in bankruptcy 
before U. S. District court here, 
listing liabilities of $10,469. As- 





lot will be renamed and some new | the Coast through the winter 
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sets amount to $940. 


Hays Takes a 607, Cut, 97:000.a Week: 


Budget Down from 6006 to $240,000 





ae a 
Wobber West Will Hays’ Status i subject of 
conjecture within the industry dur- 
: its climax of the past six months, 
Herman Wobber, yearning for] _ : 

the Coast where he says he’s go- finally has been settled. Hays has 
ing to hang up his hat for keeps,| agreed to reduce his own income of 
hig Oct. 15 by boat, going vial/approximately $5,000 a week to 

the Canal on the S. S. Virginia. : 
S 2,000 and to effect a cut in the 


He's returning to San Francisco, 
where he makes headquarters as 
Paramount's western district man- 
ager on distribution. 

At the request of Adolph Zukor, 
Wobber came east early last sum- 
mer to marshal forces behind the 
Par sales drive for a quota of 
$3,000,000 over and above last year. 

While that drive isn’t over until 
the second week in November, the 
groundwork in bookings, rentals, 
dates, has been laid enabling Wob- 
ber to get away a month ahead. 


SENNETT DEAL 
FOR MONEY 
IN EAST 


Hollywood, Oct. 3, 

Deal will probably be closed to- 
morrow for New York capital to 
finance the program of Mack Sen- 
nett shorts for Paramount release. 
Sennett and John Waldron for the 
studio, were in telephone commun- 
ication with eastern representatives 
last week, and arrangements are 
believed settled. 

Paramount agreed to finance the 
first two Sennett shorts, when the 
producer was unable to arrange for 
local money. 

The first, ‘Courting Trouble,” has 
been completed and ‘False Impres- 
sions’ is starting this week. Mar- 
jorie Beebe, and probably Lloyd 
Hamilton, go into latter short 


PAY TILT, TRIP ABROAD | 
KEEP FARNOL, GOLDWYN 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Lynn Farnol left for New York 
Friday (30) to press agent the New 
York showing of ‘Kid From Spain.’ 
Legal minds had to be called in to 
determine whether Farnol should 
go with Paramount, or stay with 
Sam Goldwyn, the latter getting the 
decision. 

Goldwyn met Par’s salary offer, 
and gave Farnol a one-year con- 
tract, with a trip to Europe includ- 
ed. Hank Arnold, Goldwyn’s for- 
mer p. a. here, returns as studio 
publicity contact. 

Hubert Voight, originally sched- 
uled to take Farnol’s place, is nego- 
tiating elsewhere. 














J. H. Harris Resigns 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 
John H. Harris, the last two years 





management of his organization in 
its offces throughout the world 
amounting to about 60%. 

The major companies are now re- 
ported 100% behind Hays, several 
openly endorsing his skill in guid- 
ing the industry through rough wa- 
ters. 

Regardless of the outcome of the 
presidential race it is declared that 
Hays will remain in the picture 
saddle. Hays’ actiyities in Wash- 
ington since his entrance into the 
industry have been negligible in a 
political sense, film executives de- 
clare. His chief functions at the 
Capital have been that of an in- 
termediary between the industry 
and the Government, 

Politics No Bearing 

So far as Hays taking an active 
part with the Republican party in 
Indiana during the remainder of the 
campaign, directors are taking an 
open-minded viewpoint. They feel 
confident that Hays will not impli- 
cate the industry In any direct po- 
litical moves. They point out that 
like Louis B. Mayer, Jack Warner, 


Charlie Pettijohn and Charley 
O'Reilly, Hays, also has the right 
to assert himself as an individual. 


Operation of the Hays organiza- 
tion is declared to have never ex- 
ceeded $600,000 a year, including 
Hays’ own salary. With the prun- 
ing, this means that approximately 
$360,000 will be saved member com- 
panies. kor whatever unforeseen 
expenses that may arise an accumu- 
lated surplus, estimated at slightly 
under $500,000, is available. 


Hays, at the peak of increases 
voted him, was reported being paid 
a weekly salary of $3,000 and an- 
other $2,000 for expenses. Under the 
cut Hays will net under $100,000 
yearly, since most of the expenses 
are to come out of his own reduced 
salary. 

Reductions in the Hays manage- 
ment are geared for the next four 
months. Conditions later warrant- 
ing, the original budget may again 
be in effect. 


John Balaban 
Objective Is 
Chicago Gravy 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 
Return of John Balaban and 
other rumored additions of strengh 
from the New York end gives cred- 
ence to the belief that part of the 
Paramount-Publix upbuilding, of 





WB district manager here, has re- | which one item is Sam Katz's stren- 


signed office, effective as soon as a! 
successor can be appointed. 

Plans are indefinite but under- 
stood he will go back into the the- 
atre business on his own eventually. 

George Tyson, ad manager, re- 
signed at the same time. 








Murdock East, Returns 
With Pat Casey in Nov.) 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

John J. Murdock, who spent the} 
summer here, is returning to New | 
York the end this week. He will 
remain there until the latter part 
of November, when he returns here | 
with Pat Casey. 

Duo are expected to 








| 
remain on) 








Graves 3rd Thalberg Aid 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
actor-director, is | 
supervis- 


Ralph Graves, 
the third to be assigned 


ory powers at Metro by Irving 
Thalberg, to relieve the latter of | 
some of the burden of production 

Previously advanced were Sidney 
Franklin and Howard Hawks, di- |! 
rector Trio will continue their 


present duties as well. 


uous endeavors to improve studio 
production, is a pep treatment for 


Chicago. 


At one time the 35 Balaban & 
Katz theatres turned in one-third 
the annual profit of the P-P organ- 
ization. Of late the B&K group has 
been dipping into the red around 
$40,000 a week. 

With Balaban in Chicago, de- 
cisions of a major nature can be 
made on the spot without consult- 
ing the home office. Red tape of 
this character has been often com- 
plained about by B&K attaches 





Optimism 
ptimi 
Ottawa, Oct. 3. 
Joseph M. Franklin, general man- 
ager of RKO of Canada, has left for 
the Coast to inspect the RKO the- 
atres in all western provinces and 


discuss plans for expansion in view 
of improved business conditions, 





LAEMMLE EAST 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Carl laemmle goes to New York 
accompanies 


Ross, 


lH Ter Jack 
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Indie Suits Plague Fox-W. C.; 
Trio of Actions for $2,125,000; 
Major Distribs Involved Also 





Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

With three civil actions charging 
restraint of trade and monopolistic 
booking already filed in U. 5S. Dis- 
trict court here, and asking dam- 
ages totaling $2,125,000, plus at- 
torney fees, and with a federal in- 
vestigation well under way into 
contempt of court charges, growing 
out of the 1929 consent decree, Fox 
West Coast execs and heads of all 
major distributing companies are 
facing half a dozen other civil cases 
announced to be filed this week. 

In each instance independent 
chains or individual exhibitors are 
back of the trade restraint accusa- 
tions. The probe being conducted 
by the U. S. Bureau of Investiga- 
tion was prompted by charges and} 
affidavits filed with the U. S. At- 
torney-General in Washington by 
Frank L. Hutton, attorney for the 
Independent Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners ‘of Southern California. 


Three Suits Filed 
Civil actions started last week 


include: 
Long Beach Theatre Co. (William 
Fay), operating the State, Long 


Beach, asking $850,000 damages, and 
naming as defendants Fox West 
Coast and all major distributors ex- 
cepting Columbia. 

Pacific National Theatres, Inc., 
operating the Plaza, Mission and 
Superba in San Diego, and the Nile 
in Bakersfield, seeking damages 
totaling 780,000. 

Glendale Capitol Theatres, 
of Glendale, suing for $495,000. 

Suits announced to be filed this 
week include similar actions by Roy 
Hunt, operating the Golden State 
and Rubidoux in Riverside, in op- 
position to the F-WC Fox; Mc- 
Manus & Johnson, former operators 
of the Wilshire, Santa Monica, and 
the New Art and Tivoli, Sawtelle, 
and several indie operators of 10- 
cent houses in the suburban dis- 
tricts. 


Ltd., 


Columbia Not Named 


Columbia Pictures is not named 
in the Long Beach company’s suit, 
the reason probably being that Fay 
is a defendant in a $14,000 breach 
of contract action filed by that dis- 


tributor several weeks ago and 
seeking to collect for unplayed 
product. Columbia charges that 


Fay repudiated his Columbia buy 
for 1931-32 after playing only a few 
of the pictures bought. Columbia 
and Universal are not included in 
the Glendale action, as both dis- 
tribs are serving the Carl W. Young 
houses with product, the former on 
a two-year franchise now in its 
second season. 

Federal government, if bringing 
the defendants into court on the 
contempt charges will have _ to 
prove conspiracy, which it defines 
as ‘an agreement between two or 
more parties to violate a federal 
law, and some overt act towards 
such violation.’ Combatting this 
charge, defendants will seek to 
prove that no conspiracy, or at- 
tempt at any illegal booking com- 
bine, has existed or does. exist. 
Their contention is that film buys 
entered into with the major distribs 
include only such product as will 
be required by F-WC and that they 
are not parties to any combine to 
deprive indie exhibitors of  pic- 
tures. 

Government officials here are of 
the opinion that the 1929 consent 
decree is just as binding upon pres- 
ent officers of Fox West Coast as 
it was upon the former regime, in 
charge when the agreement to de- 
sist from illegal booking was en- 
tered into. 


U. S. Probe Concluding 

Agents H. J. Kneen and Leon 
Bone, of the Bureau of Investiga- 
tion, are expected to complete their 
inquiry within a week or 10 days, 
after which their findings will be 
dispatched to Washington with any 
future action being taken by the 
Attorney General. 

Federal probe is being conducted 
to enquire into these _ principal 
charges by the indie exhibs will 
determine: (1) Whether the dis- 
tributors and Fox West Coast are 
discriminating against independent 
houses in the matter of zoning, i.e., 
F-WC establishing admission prices 
regardless of the break in prices, 
and if similar price-adjusting is 
attempted by the indies their break 
is increased. (2) Whether F-WC 
ig buying many more pictures than 


-it can possibly use, and indies are 
| deprived of the opportunity to buy 
product for their houses; (3) 


Whether distributors are penaliz- 
ing the independent houses, where 
they double bill, by setting these 
houses back on breaks. 

Outcome of the investigation is 
expected to hinge solely on the 
question of whether Fox West 
Coast has over-bought on product, 
or if sufficient of its houses are 
available to play the picture under 
contract. 


Pool Split with 
Indie on Product 
Clears L.A. Buys 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

Through a deal with Principal 
Theatres for picture product, Gus 
Metzger takes over 82 features orig- 
inally bought by the new downtown 
operating pool, and will give them 
second run, in most instances, at 
his Roxie, on Broadway. 
Principal, which is now operating 
the three Gumbiner downtown 
grinds, the Tower, the Cameo and 
the Broadway, as well as its own 
President and Palace, split its First 
National buy with Metzger, and 
also turned over a portion of other 
product. Metzger, through inde- 
pendent buys, has approximately 
104 features lined-up for the Roxie 
and Cameo, and with other product 
available, it is figured he is getting 
practically as good a break as he 
had last year. 
Under the new setup, the Cameo 
will not be obliged to follow the 
Roxie, as it has done in the past. 

Only One Unsettled Spot 
Only downtown situation now di- 
rectely affected by the picture pool 
is the Cohen setup, comprising the 
Rialto and the Olympic, and close 
observers are of the opinion that 
this situation will be ironed out 
shortly, and that the downtown sub- 
sequent run houses will all have 
sufficient product available. 
Independents are buying heavily 
at several of the local exchanges, 
with contracts being written subject 
to whatever clearances and protec- 
tion are finally worked out. Several 
exchange managers report the sell- 
ing season, despite its late start, is 
farther advanced than it was at this 
time last year. 
Metro and Paramount, holding 











1st Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week Oct. 7 
Paramount—‘Phantom Presi- 
dent’ (Par) (2d week). 
Capitol—"Downstairs’ 
(Metro). 





Strand—‘Cabin in the Cot- 
ton’ (FN) (2d week). 
Mayfair—‘Bill of Divorce- 


ment’ (Radio) (2d week). 
Rivoli — ‘Robinson Crusoe’ 
(UA) (3d week). 
Winter Garden—‘Tiger Shark’ 
(WB) (3d week). 





Rialto—‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) 
(4th week). 

Roxy—‘Hat Check tir!’ 
(Fox). 

Week Oct. 14 

Paramount—‘Big Broadcast’ 
(Par). 

Capitol—‘Smiling Through’ 
(Metro). 

Strand—‘One Way Passage’ 
(WB). 


Mayfair—‘Phantom of Crest- 
wood’ (Radio). 
Rivoli—‘Rain’ (UA) (12). 
Winter Garden—‘They Call It 
Sin’ (FN). 





Rialto — ‘Madison Square 
Garden’ (Par) (13). 
$2 Pictures 
‘Strange Interlude’ (Metro) 


(Astor) (7th week). 
‘Maedchen in Uniform’ (Os- 





wald) (German) (Criterion) 
(3rd week). 
Foreign Films 

‘Le Bal’ (Vadal and Delac) 
(French) (Little Carnegie) 
(2nd week). 

‘Gitta Entdeckt Ihr Herz’ 
(German) (Froehlich) (Hin- 


denberg) (2nd week). 


‘Louise, Queen of Prussia’ 
(Porten) (German) (Europa) 
(4). 











FEAR RADIOS 
ELECTION EDGE 


Expected this year’s election, due 
to the great public interest, will 
react badly on all theatres. Publix 
is advising all manager to do all 
possible to lure people to shows 
that night. 

Principal suggestion is that all 
houses arrange to announce returns 
on the election so that patrons 
leave their radios in favor of a 
theatre. 

Believed that this year’s election 
will give the radio the biggest edge 
over theatres it has ever had. 








Par Teaming Karns with 
Raft in ‘Undercover Man’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
His work in ‘Night After Night,’ 
is responsible for Roscoe Karns 





out for stiffer rental and percentage 
terms, are alone among the majors 
in making slow headway at this 
date in selling the subsequent runs. 





2 File Bankruptcy Pleas 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 
Bankruptcy petition, listing liabil- 
ities of $14,700, was filed by Charles 
Morton, actor, under his legal name, 
Carl Mudge. Total assets are $300 
worth of clothes. Among debts are 
$3,000 on a property settlement to 
his wife, Lola Matilda Mudge; $100 
to Otto Lederer, and an unstated 
sum as commissions to the Harry 
Gould agency. 

Norman Sprowl, theatre super- 
visor, and his wife, Arelisle Ruth 
Sprowl, also filed bankruptcy pro- 
ceedings, listing $10,210 owed, and 
$550 worth of household furnishings 
as assets. 





COHN DENIES BERN YARN 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Harry Cohn states that an orig- 
inal by George Aurback, reported 
as based on the Paul Bern case, has 
no bearing on the life of the late 
film producer. 

Aurback, sometime prior to join- 
ing Columbia, was an assistant to 
Bern at Metro. 





NUMBERING BARBARA 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Warners have changed the name 





of Barbara Stanwyck’s story, 
‘Women in Prison’ to ‘Lady Num- 
ber 6142.’ Isabel Withers and 


‘Helene Phillips added to cast. 


getting a termer at Paramount, 
where he will be teamed with 
George Raft. Their next picture will 
be ‘Undercover Man.’ 

On Par’s request, Warners re- 
leased Karns, who had been en- 
gaged for ‘Common Ground,’ so he 
could jump into ‘Undercover Man.’ 
Franklin Parker, sidekick of Karns, 
gets his part in the Warner film. 





Lachman’s Initialer 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Harry Lachman, recently brought 
from England by Fox, gets ‘Face 
in the Clouds,’ as his first assign- 
ment. 
Story is an original by Myles 
Connelly, who will also supervise. 





U’S 4TH ESTATE YARN 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Universal has bought ‘Black and 
White Clown,’ newspaper § story, 
from William Leyster. Leyster, who 
is a free lance press agent, gets the 
job of making the scenario of his 
own play. 





‘International’ Adaptors 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Harlan Thompson and George 
Marion, Jr., will dialog and adapt 
‘International House’ at Paramount. 
Story will go into production 
shortly. 





DIX’S ‘JASPER’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
‘The Great Jasper’ will be next 
Richard Dix for Radio, Wesley 
Ruggles directing. 





Hollywood 





weekly ‘Variety.’ 


department. 


KBS’ Oakie Loan 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Jack Oakie will probably be loaned 
by Paramount to KBS for ‘Uptown 
New York,’ which Victor Schertzin- 
ger will direct. Production to begin 
Oct. 6. 


Metro Has Em Jumping 
Between Lots for ‘Fu’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Stagger plan at Metro has four 
players in ‘Mask of Fu Manchu,’ 
doubling over from other pictures 
in production. 

Boris Karloff is running between 
Universal and Metro, playing in 
‘Imhotep’ at the former studio. 
Myrna Loy, loaned to Radio for 
‘Animal Kingdom,’ also doubles 
back for short scenes at night. 
Karen Morley and Jean Hersholt 
work between ‘Fu Manchu’ and 
‘Flesh.’ 




















‘Man Eater’ Cast Delays 
Malay Trip Two Weeks 


Fox outfit going to Malay for 
‘Man Eater,’ will delay starting two 
weeks, due to Marion Burns, who 
will have the lead, being tied up in 
‘Second Hand Wife.’ 

Technical crew will leave here 
Oct. 10, on the President Hoover, 
but Clyde E. Elliott, director, and 
members of the cast will go from 
here to New York, then sailing on 
the Aquatania Oct. 14. James O. 
Spearing, writing the story, joins 
the unit in New York. 





M-G’s New 4 Scribes 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

New writer contracts approved by 
Metro are Ernest Vadja, Lew Lip- 
ton, Elliott Nugent and Upton Sin- 
clair. 

First two are under regular writ- 
ing contracts for short terms, with- 
out assignments. Nugent is signed 
only for the treatment on ‘Whistling 
in the Dark,’ bought from UA, while 
Sinclair is to do an original based 
on the ‘Star-Spangled Banner.’ 





U Soloing Devine 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Universal will solo Andy Devine, 
featuring him in ‘Son of a Sea Cook,’ 
original story by H. M. Walker and 
Clarence Marks. Kurt Neuman will 
direct beginning Nov. 21. 





RETAKES FOR ‘FAITHLESS’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
‘Faithless’ (new title for ‘Tin 
Foil’), is due for several days’ re- 
takes at Metro. 

Harry Beaumont, director, is fig- 
uring how to get around scenes with 
Anna Apfel, who is now in New 
York, and not available. 





THAYER’S DIALOG 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Tiffany Thayer will handle the 
dialog on Paramount’s ‘Passage to 
Paradise.’ 

His first assignment at the studio 
was to contribute one of the sev- 
eral sequences to ‘If I Had a Mil- 
lion Dollars.’ 





WALLACE ON ‘THREE CAME’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Radio has engaged Richard Wal- 
lace to direct ‘Three Came Un- 
armed,’ in which Katherine Hep- 
burn and Joel McCrea will appear. 

Following the Radio picture, Wal- 
lace goes to Universal to meg one. 





Cabanne Sued for Storage 
Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 
Lloyd’s Film Storage Corp. of 
New York has filed a Muniicipal 
court suit against Christy Cabanne 
for $1,160 on a promissory note for 
$1,000 in payment for a storage bill. 
Mitchell Now a Writer 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Bruce Mitchell, director and actor, 





will turn writer for Paramount. 
Studio has also signed Dorothy 
Yost. 
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‘Northwest’ for McCoy 
Stuart Anthony’s mounted police 
yarn, ‘King of the Northwest,’ has 
been purchased by Columbia for 
the sixth Tim McCoy feature in the 
present seres. 


They Walk for Pay 
Opening of ‘Insult’ by the Beverly, 
Hills Community Players, was post« 
poned to Oct. 9, when James Mure« 
ray, Alberta Vaughn and several 
Chinese actors, beckoned by pay 
jobs, walked, 


Jackson Off Payroll 
After five years in Radio’s and 
Pathe’s writing departments, Ho« 
race Jackson goes off the former’g 
payroll, 











Skipworth Vs. Livingston 
Al Lewis’ first production for Par. 
will be ‘Good Company,’ featuring 
Alison Skipworth. Story of a char« 
acter similar to Belle Livngston ig 
being written by Nina Wilcox Pute 
nam, 





Hazzard In on Script 
Lawrence Hazzard will sit in with 
Walter DeLeon and Walton Hall 
Smith in preparing the script on his 
play, ‘The Good Thing,’ which Para« 
mount will make. 


Beats Budget Time 
Irving Cummings provided studio 
news when he finished the Colume 
bia pic, ‘Plain Clothesman,’ and 
completed the retakes in a day and 
a half under budget time. 








Milton Raison, N. Y. newspapers 
man and p.a., is at Columbia ta 
write originals. 





National Panther Winner 

Kathleen Burke of Chicago was 
named national winner of Para- 
mount’s panther woman contest and 
gets the part offered as prize in 
‘Island of Lost Souls.’ Maxine 
Land, Verna Hillie and Lona Andre, 
other contestants brought here, 
were tested for stock possibilities, 


Profitable Vacation 
Earl Baldwin returned from a 10« 
week vacation in Maine, bringing 
‘Blondie Johnson, an original for 
Warners. Joan Blondell gets the 
top spot. 





Jerry Horwin through at Radio. 
Last writing assignment was ‘Free, 
White and 21.’ 





Dorothy Yost and Bruce Mitchell 
added to Par writing staff. Latter 
has been a director and actor. 





Cromwell Megging 
When Radio makes ‘Broken Blos= 
soms’ John Cromwell will direct. 
Lester Cohen scripting the story. 


‘Hero’ LeMaire’s Next 
Rufus LeMaire will supervisé 


(Continued on page 35) 








Van Dusen’s Indies 


Cortland Van Dusen, creator and 
director of the old Mr. and Mrs. 
Sidney Drew pictures in the Vita< 
graph days, left for the Coast last 
week to ent_r independent produce 
tion. No exact plans yet. 

Lately Van Dusen has been doing 
dialog on indie pictures in Ner 
York. 





BRANDSTATTER PLEA 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 
Argument on Eddie Brandstatter’s 
motion for a new trial, following 
the restaurant man’s conviction on 
grand theft charges, has been poste 
poned until Oct. 6. 
If motion is denied, Brandstatter 
will appeal, and if that is denied, he 
‘is expected to ask for probation. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Robert Benchley. 
Carl Berger. 
Marian Burns, 
Clyde Elliott. 
Irving C. Franklin. 
Harry Goetz. 
Lorenz Hart. 
David Howard. 
Jesse L. Lasky. 
Katherine McNelis. 
Bud Murray. 
Myron Selznick. 
Donald M. Stoner. 
Franklyn Warner. 
Harry Woods. 





Barney Gerard. 
Mabel Jaffe. 
Arthur Klein. 
J. J. Murdock. 
Molly O'Day. 
Carl Laemmle. 





Jack Ross. 
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N. Y. Indie Exhibs See Out to 


Drop Empire Operators Oct. 14 eae 


Po = 





Possibility that the N, Y. indie 
exhibitors can drop Empire op- 
erators Oct. 14 through a reported 
loophole in the contract giving them 
an out on that date. According to 
this interpretation, the exhibs why 
swung from 306 to Empire on Sept. 
1 could then give up the experi- 
ment with operators of the latter 
and return to 306 if so inclined. 

Last week representatives of the 
larger independents using Empire 
men held a meeting to demand of 
Empire an increase in its cam- 
paign against 306 which, from in- 


. formation has reduced grosses as 
, much as 


35% for Empire houses. 
The State-chartered union is said 
to have countered that it would take 
even more drastic measures in an 
effort to curb 306 interference if the 
indies would shoulder the cost. 

As a result the situation between 
theatres and Empire is understood 
to be status quo, except that some 
indies using Empire are now report- 
ed not entirely content that they 
brought on a picketine situation, 
plus other campaign steps that is in- 
juring business seriously. 


Vaude or Stage Show Angle 


With stage hands and musicians 
refusing to work with Empire oper- 
ators, since the latter union is not 
recognized by the A. F. L., any indie 
wanting to use vaudeville or other 
stage shows is up against the prob- 
lem of bringing in non-union help 
backstage and in the pit. 

The Sam Kaplan union (306) in- 
tends opening additional houses un- 
der its management at low scales in 
fighting its opposition, but will 
probably wait until the courts have 
decided on an injunction asked by 
306 to prevent distributors from 
withholding service. 

Motion for the injunction, against 
the Hays’ office, all distributing 
members, T. O. C. C., Charies 
O'Reilly and the Springer-Cocalis 
chain, alleging conspiracy to shut 
off flow of film, will come up for 
hearing Monday (10). On being 
heard last week by Justice Franken- 
thaler, it was set over, the judge 
saying snap judgment should not be 
exercised in a case of this kind. 

Meanwhile this week the indict- 
ment handed down last fall by the 
Grand Jury against Kaplan and 22 
other officers of 306, alleging con- 
spiracy and coercion, is scheduled to 
come up in General Sessions. It was 
brought last spring by malcontents 
in the 306 regime. 

Since picketing of chain houses 
by Empire men, most of the larger 
theatres have the protection of city 
police who are on duty at all times. 





CAREWE’S $175,000 


Director’s Venture with Garbage 
Plant Goes Awry 


Dallas, Oct. 3. 


Edwin Carewe, director, getting 
set to sue this town for plenty dam- 
ages. 

Through his Biltmore Conserva- 
tion Corp., Carewe contracted with 
local city dads for a garbage dis- 
posal plant in exchange for monop 
on city’s waste. He built a $175,000 
structure a couple of years back, 
but came a political shakeup and 
consequent cancellation of the di- 
rector’s contract. Lengthy legal 
battles didn’t budge the dads. 

; What Carewe wants now is his 
175 G's through Rosser Coke, local 
attorney. 





Roadshow ‘Maedchen’? 


Negotiations have been opened by 
John Krimsky with the UBO, the 
combined Shubert-Erlanger legit 
outfit, to roadshow ‘Maedchen in 
in Uniform,’ German talker, at $1.50 
top. It’s current at the Criterion, 
New York. 

Also some talk of Metro taking 
Over the film for national distribu- 
tion, with nothing set. 





Morgan-Hymer For Rogers Pic 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Frank Morgan and Warren B. 
Hymer added to the cast of ‘Truth 
Racket,’ Charles R. Rogers produc- 
tion. 


|assembled stock material that could 
i be used, 


| 


| 


° . ‘ | 
Rogers is seeking to borrow Min- | 


na Gombeel from Fox for the femme 
lead. Also dickering with Colum- 
bia for Constance Cummings for a 
featured role. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
j 


4 the stock 





+ 


Grand Gesture 





Val Lewton, author of ‘No 
Bed of Her Own,’ bought by 
Paramount for Hopkins-Gable, 
is offering Par a doctoring job 
on the story gratis in an effort 
to bring it up to Par'’s satisfac- 
tion. Picture was shelved on 
the Coast due to teo rough 
treatments prepared so far. 

Lewton got $2,500 for the 
story rights to his best seller. 
Lewton is with Metro in New 
York. 


Publix-Sparks 
Pool Gives Him 











| 


ALL WHITE CAST 


| Only Orientals in ‘Son Daughter’ a 
Few Extras 





Hellywood, Oct. 3. 
is strictly a Chinese | 
Metro will use no Orientals 
in ‘Son Daughter, with the pos- 


| sible exception of some Chinese as 





All of Florida 


E. J. Sparks is now in operating 
control of all Publix theatres in 
Florida. Under a new deal, Publix 
has thrown into the Publix-Sparks 
partnership formed about two years 
the 13 houses which were not in- 


cluded at that time, including those 
in Miami, Miami Beach, Little River, 
West Palm Beach, Palm Beach and 
Lake Worth. 

In New York last week Sparks 
settled this and other details on 


operation in Florida. He was also 
up on film buys. 
Sparks now has close to 100 


houses in Florida, including those 
in the Publix-Sparks setup along 
with those he himself controls. 

The 13 theatres involved in the 
new operating deal are Paramount 
Olympia and Rex, Miami; Commu- 
nity, West Palm Beach; Rosetta, 
Little River; Arcade, Kettler, Rial- 
to and Stanley, West Palm Beach; 
the Paramount and Beaux Arts, 
Palm Beach, and Oakley, Lake 
Worth. 


Feature Producing Spot 
For Doane; Shorts Also 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Warren Doane, who has been 
making Universal shorts, has been 
advanced to associate producer by 
that studio. He will continue mak- 
ing the shorts, in addition to his 
multiple-reel pictures. 

His first feature will be a George 
Sidney-Charles Murray comedy, on 
which preparation will start Mon- 
day (3). 





extras in long shots. 


Dropping its intention to use 
| Anna May Wong, studio decided o1 
Helen Hayes, and in order to avoid 


comparisons between the principals 
in make-up and Oriental, even the 
bit parts will be filled with occi- 
dentals. Ramon Novarro also set. 


‘HARLEM’ NOW W HOT AT 
U, WITH PLAY OPENING. 


| 
| 
Hellywood, Oct. 3. | 

Picture production may be in | 
sight for ‘Harlem,’ all-negro play, 
which Universal bought last spring 
and put away for future cosidera- 
tion. 

Studio is warming up to the story, 
with a local legit production of the 
play opening Saturday (8), at the 
Music Fox. Carl Laemmke, Jr., will 
give the show the once-over for 
picture possiblities. 











WE vs. DeForest in Can. 
With Evidence in Theatre | 


Ottawa, Oct. 3. 

A session of the dignified Ex- 
chequer Court of Canada was held 
in the Regent theatre, Ottawa, 
when proceedings of a patent case 
were transferred from the court- 
house for a demonstration of two 
types of talking equipment. Suit 
is by the Northern Electric Co., 
representing Western Electric in 
the Dominion, against the Baldwin 
Radio Co., which takes care of De- 
Forest installations, for alleged in- 
fringement of patent on a screen 
speaker unit. 

Justice McLean, a battery of law- 
yers and numerous witnesses all 
repaired to the theatre to study 
sound projection by the various 
means. Judgment was reserved 
after the literal hearing. 


Lyricising the Dialog New 
Wrinkle for Radio Shorts 





Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Production on ‘So This Is Har- 
ris,’ first of Radio’s shorts to use 








lyrics as dialog, has been postponed 
today. 

Ben Holmes is writing additional 
sequences with Mark Sandrich, who 
will direct. Val Burton wrote the 
lyrics. Results of first film will de- 
termine whether the Phil Harris se- 
ries will use lyric-dialog. 





Furthman Back to Par 
Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Charles Furthman returns to Par- 
amount. Will do an original sea 
story for that company. 





Budget Trimming Finds Major Lots 
Writmg Yarns Around Stock Stuff 








Hollywood, Oct. 3. 


The present era of economy at 
the studios has created a kindlier 
feeling toward the use of stock stuff, 
which once was scorned on the ma- 
jor lots. The move for more action 
and less talk in films permits the 
utilization of the library material, 
which couldn’t be used in earlier 
talkers depending so much on 
dialog. 

It’s not uncommon now for the 
majors to write their stories to fit 
footage on the shelf, a rear-end type 





of treatment that once was a trick 
only resorted to by the indepen- 
dents. 
Reverse Process 

A casé in point is a current major 
company picture, which has a nega- 
tive cost lower than any film made 
on the iot for months. Yet, by the 
utilization of scenes from three 
earlier silents it carries unusually 





heavy production value. 
Writers who worked on it, first 
and then wrote a story to 
fit. One peculiar phase here was 
that instead of a double being 
clothed to fit the costume of a play- 
er as usual, the reverse was true 
in order tc get the benefit of some 
thrilling scenes that were found in 
material. j 
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| Sq. 
| Rogers’ picture for Paramount re- 


ADVENTURE PIX 


Don Taylor’s South American Jour- 
ney for Lesser Prods 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Don Taylor, with sound equip- 
ment and a technical staff, is on his 
way to South America to produce 
three adventure pictures for Sol 
Lesser, of Principal Pictures. 

‘Along the Old Gold Trail,’ ‘Tigers 
of the Deep’ and ‘Jungle Trails’ 
comprise the trio, the first of which 
will be delivered to Lesser in De- 
cember. 


‘Garden’ Into Rialto 


After getting a look at ‘Madison 
Garden,’ second Charles R. 





| 
} 


lease, it has been booked by Publix | 
as the next for the Rialto. This 
shoves back ‘Farewell to Arms.’ 

Tentative opening date for ‘Square’ 
is Oct. 13. 





U Spots Fifi Dorsay 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 


Fifi Dorsay is back in pictures, | 
with a part in Universal’s ‘Silk 
Stockings.” 

Edward Luddy directing. | 


| Mankiewicz to 


V. anaemia q 


‘Stock Trading Drops to 1,000,000: 
Most Prices Ship: 


Con. Film at 9; 


Loew Rules Below 32; Others Quiet 





‘Hot Mama’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
they want a ‘hot 
opposite Loew-McLag- 
len in ‘Hell to Pay,’ Fox has 
given up idea of Dolores Del 
Rio for the part, and are nego- 
tiating for Lupe Velez. 


Theatres Talk 
Of Own Bway 
Organization 


Claiming 
mama’ 











Contending that the interests of 


/ show business are not properly pro- 


tected by the Broadway Association, 
which takes in everything on the 
street frem the Battery uptown, a 
move is under way for the forma- 
tion of an organization for the the- 
atres alone. It would function sim- 
ilarly to the Broadway Ass‘n. with 
support by the major chains and in- 
dependent theatres. 

Suggestion, as made by one of 
the large chains and discussed with 
representatives of others, follows 
the recent order of the city to re- 
move elaborate fronts, marquee 
hanging pieces, etc. Order came as 
result of a protest by the Broadway 
Ass'n., with many showmen resent- 
ing the move on the ground that 
while Broadway may need cleaning 
up, much that is Coney Islandish 
about the street could have been 
attacked ahead of the theatres. 

Hits At B. O. 

Showmen feel that elaborate 
fronts and ballyhoo are essential to 
business, and the recent complaint 
struck too hard at their box offices. 

While milling over the thought of 
an organization for themselves, a 
committee of theatre men, including 
Leopold Friedman of Loew’s and 
Sen. J. Henry Walters, of RKO, has 
been appointed by Borough Presi- 
dent Samuel J. Levy with a view 
to deciding what's to be done on 
the front problem. The B'way Ass'n. 
is represented on this committee. 

Prior to its formation, chain ad- 
vertising men conferred with the 
boro prexy, including Terry Turner 
(RKO), Oscar Doob (Loew’s), Lou 
Goldberg and Jim Furman (WB) 
and Jack McInerney (Publix). 


MAYBE THIS TIME 
There’s a Chance ‘Bugle Sounds’ 
Will Get ad Tathing Stage 

First picture ‘that Howard Hawks 
will supervise, as well as direct, at 
Metro, will be ‘Bugle Sounds,’ which 
was originally started five years ago, 
and on which more than 20 writers 
have worked to date. 

Original version was started be- 
fore sound, when George Hill took 
a unit to North Africa for scenes 
of Riff tribesmen at war with Spain. 
Lon Chaney was to have been 
starred in it, but when he refused 
to appear in a sound picture, Wal- 
lace Beery was penciled in. Later, 
it reverted back to Chaney, and then 
to Beery again, for whom it is now 
intended. 





‘Wants Mankiewicz Again 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
wants Herman J. 
supervise the next 
Marx Brothers picture, and is dick- 
ering for his return. Mankiewicz 
left the studio after suping ‘Horse- 
feathers.’ 

Arthur Sheekman, and Kalmer 
and Ruby start story work today 
with the brothers also having a say. 


HOLMES GOES ‘SAVAGE’ 


Paramount 





Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Phillips Holmes replaces David 
Manners in ‘Call Her Savage,’ Ciara 
Pow production at Fox. Hale Ham- 
ilton completes the cast. 


> mien — 
By AL GREASON 

Yesterday was one of the dullest 
stock market full sessions in 
months, total reaching barely 1,000,- 
@00 shares. Opening prices were 
generally the best of the day, all 
around. 

Quotations began to drift lower 
after the first half hour and the 


buix of the day's business was done 


at minor concessions. There was a 


feeble upturn in the last few min- 
utes, but it did not reach appre- 
ciable proportions. 


Several minor features among the 
amusements. Loew's was soft. 
Cpening unchanged at 32, it eased 
to 31%, and most of the day’s trans- 
actions were done fractionally un- 
der 32, to which price it moved up 
just before the close. Volume was 
inconsiderable, 

3ull movement in Consolidated 
Film Industries preferred was re- 
sumed in a quiet way with that 
issue touching a new high on the 
movement at 9 where 300 shares 
changed hands in the last minute of 
trading. Columbia Pictures got into 
the limelight with a minor burst of 
activity during the morning. Early 





Yesterday’s Prices 


Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last.chee. 
1,000 Col. Pic... 12% 12% 12%4 % 
100 Con. Fees 3% 3% 3% + % 
700 =Do pf.. 9 8% 9 +1 
1,500 B. Kodak.. 55% w4 55% +1 
Bee WOE acces - 8% 3% 8% — 
8,200 Loew's ... 32 31% 32 
| 1,800 Par-P .... 5% & 6 —% 
200 Pathe .... ™% % % 
17,600 RCA ...000 9% 9% 98% — % 
20 RKO - 54 5% S% 
Re We Matava 3% 3 3% 
BONDS 
$8.000 Gen. Thr... 4% 4 444+ % 
| 6,000 Keith 41% 10% 10% — % 


9.000 Par-F-L .. 28% 28 278 —1 
5,000 Par-P .... 27% 27 27% — % 
3 


2,000 Shub ..... % 83% 3%-— % 

2,000 W. B . 80% 30% 380%— & 
CURB 

500 Tech. ..... 8% 38% 8%+ % 

| 100 Trans-L. .. 2% 2% 2%+% 











prices were best with a top at 12%. 
Thereafter it retraced most of the 
advance, closing at 12%, three- 
eighths up. 

Amusement bonds were quiet and 
about unchanged to slightly lower; 
this department being devoid of any 
features. 

Disposition of prices to recede 
was attributed to an application of 
Nickel Plate railroad note holders 
for a receivership. Stock of that 
carrier slumped from 5 to 3 and its 
bonas were sharply off. The pivotal 
stocks were all lower, including 
Steel, Telephone, Can and Gas. A 
few minor trading issues managed 
to show fractional gains. Wheat 
was slightly lower and cotton about 
unchanged, 

Sidewise Movement 

Last week’s price movements were 
practically sidewise and on extremely 
small volume compared to the late 
summer up-rush. Tendency was 
microscopically downward, meas- 
ured in the Dow Jones index at loss 
of 2% points in 80 representative 
issues, 

The amusement common stocks 
were vaguely better, 11 of the most 
active issues slipping an aggregate 
of 12 points, or an average of about 
1. However, Loew, the leader, lost 

(Continued on page 22) 








Franklin-Stoner East 


For ‘Continent’ Release 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Irving C. Franklin and Donald M. 
| Stoner, Franklin-Stoner Produc- 
| tions, are in New York to nego- 
| tiate a releasing deal on ‘The Lost 
Continent’ and other prospective 
pictures. 

They will be away three weeks. 
On their return trip they will hit 
Chicago, Boston and Florida to look 
| for swamp locations for ‘Continent.’ 
Miniature work has started on the 
prehistoric animal film, and will re- 
about 60 days. 


RKO Fri. Openings 


Within the next two or three 
weeks RKO theatres all over the 
country will shove over to a Friday 





guire 


»pening date. 
Policy follows a canvass of the 
RKO managers at home and in the 
i field. 
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Whoopee’ Tab Bolsters ‘Hat 


Check’ $18,000; 


‘Phantom’ Good 


Mobs; ‘Event’ $12,000—In L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 
Spasmodic showers and inclement 
helped io bolster 
box offices 


driving weather 
trade at the first-run 
over the week-end. 

State, with ‘Hat Check Girl’ on 
screen and ‘Whoopee’ on stage, is 
leader of the caravan, with possible 
$18,000 in sight. Paramount, with 
‘Phantom President’ on screen and 
Ken Murray head of stage, talent, 
smartly paced for $19,500. RKO re- 
opened with ‘Back Street’ Friday, 
and, getting this one from the $1.50 
top Circle, will run to the five-figure 
point. 

‘Tiger Shark,’ held over at the 


Hollywood, will probably hit the 13 
G. point. ‘Last Mile,’ at the West- 


ern, is fair, and had this one come 
through before the cavalcade of 
prison yarns its b. o. fate would 
have been better. 
Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 55-$1.65)— 
‘Rain’ (UA) and stage show (4th- 
final week). That third week was 


nothing to excite. As a matter of 
fact, it was costly with take of $11,- 


000. Picture goes out Oct. 9 after 
only 4% weeks, with house going 
dark. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70)— 
‘Blessed Event’ (WB) and vaude- 
ville. Though Hollywood and West- 
ern drained this one pretty well, it 
looks like a big $12,000. Last week 
‘Those We Love’ (W-W) very good 
at little below $11,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75)— 
‘Tiger Shark’ (FN) (2d week). Hold- 
over stanza should show good $13,- 
000. Last week very big for the 
initialer on this one at $19,500. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35- 
$1.10)—‘The Phantom President’ 
(Par) and stage show. Will prob- 
ably come close to $19,500. Last 
week ‘The Night of June 13’ (Par), 
with Bing Crosby as gate bait very 
big at $23,600. 

RKO (2,950; 25-55)—‘Back Street’ 
(U). Coming down as first showing 
at one-third top price of the Circle, 
indications are that, despite eco- 
nomic reopening campaign for 
house, $12,500 will be excellent take. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-75)— 
‘Hat Check Girl (Fox) and stage 
show. It’s ‘Whoopee’ that is count- 
ed for the draw here; $18,000 will be 
the answer. Last week ‘Pack Up 
Your Troubles’ (Metro) was grief at 
$13,900. 

Western (WB) (2,500; 35-70)— 
‘The Last Mile’ (World Wide). With 
house reverting again to first runs 
take likely to be fair $8,000. 


‘LIFETIME’ AND VAUDE 
GOOD $14,500, MONT’L 


Montreal, Oct. 3. 

Cold bright weather has done its 
bit towards jacking up _ grosses. 
Palace, His Majesty’s and Princess 
are repeating their last week’s 
shows, leaving Capitol and Loew’s 
to reap the benefit of new programs. 
This should put Loew’s on top with 
around $13,500 for ‘Once in a Life- 
time.’ 

Nabes have been maintaining fair 
grosses the last few weeks. 


Estimates for This Week 








His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50- 
75), ‘Pas Sur La Bouche’ (French) 
and ‘Amour en Vitesse’ (French). 


Repeats from last week when they 
grossed $6,000. May get $4,500 this 


week. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Grand 
Hotel’ (M-G). About $12,000 cur- 
rently. Big biz at $14,000 last week 
for same film. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘The 


Crash’ (WB) and ‘Brown of Culver’ 
(U). Maybe $12,000. Last week 
‘Doctor X’ (FN) and ‘Weekends 
Only’ (Fox), $11,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘Once 
in a Lifetime’ (U) and vaude. Top 
notch week at the only vaude house 


here with gross at $14,500. Last 
week ‘Blondie’ (M-G) and above 
ordinary vaude, $14,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60), 
‘Paradise’ (Radio) and ‘Room 13’ 
(Fox). Should again do well at 
$7,000. Last week same film, $8,000. 

Imperial (Franco-Film) (1,900; 
25-40), ‘L’Aiglon’ (French). May 


lift to $2,500. Last week ‘Fantomas’ 
(French), around $2,000. 

Cinema de Paris (Franco-Film) 
(600; 25-50), ‘Monsieur le Marechal’ 
(French). About $1,200. Last week 
‘Tragedie de la Mine’ (French), 
$1,000. 





NEW ROXY, TACOMA, 20c 
‘TOP, PULLS NIFTY $3,000 


Tacoma, Oct. 8. 

Roxy is the new house to open 
this week, using ‘Sporting Age’ with 
oke mixture of shorts, similar to 
the Liberty policy in Seattle, and 
at pop prices ditto. 

Jensen-Von Herberg owners. Le 
Roy Johnson here for opening, with 
Bob Armstrong on publicity. 

Twice weekly change policy may 
prevail. Present bill set in for full 
week, House taken over recently 
and renovated. Formerly the Pan- 
tages and later the Orpheum, This 
marks first expansion of J.-v. H. 
into the hinterland since sale of the 
old chain to Arthur, a few years 


back. F-WC is readying to open 
the Broadway next week. 





| PRESIDENT’ BIG IN 


BROOKLYN, $55,000 


Brooklyn, Oct. 3. 

Town is full of ace pictures and 
personable stage talent. Paramount 
|is leading with ‘Phantom President’ 
land Fannie Brice on the stage. Bill 
well exploited and should do in 
vicinity of $55,000, immense. 

Metropolitan is featuring a Laurel 
and Hardy flicker and gala stage 
show presided over by Jack Benny, 
Abe Lyman’s orchestra, Lilyan 
Tashman, ete. Figures for $35,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75), 
‘Phantom President’ (Par) and 
stage show. Fannie Brice and 
Ray Bolger and should see around 
tremendous $55,000. Last week 
‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) got a sock 
from the press and no patronage. 
Just $34,700. 

Met (3,800; 25-35-50-75),‘ Troubles’ 
(M-G) and vaude. Swell stage bill 
with Benny, Lyman, Tashman and 
others. In vicinity of $35,000, good. 
Last week ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G), 
second week, with Russ Columbo on 
stage, $25,800, okay. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-75), ‘Di- 
vorcement’ (Radio) and _  vaude. 
Everett Marshall and Tom Patri- 
cola on stage. Maybe $25,000, oke. 


Last week, ‘Hell’s Highway’ (Ra- 
dio), did $20,200. 
Fox (4,000; 25-35-40-50), ‘Crooked 


Circle’ and stage show. Very poor 
$9,500. Last week ‘Painted Women’ 
(Fox), $12,000. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50), ‘Life Be- 
gins’ (WB). In second week should 





Estimates for This Week 





Blue Mouse (FWC) (650; 25)— 
‘Speckled Band’ (First Div). Fair 
$1,800, Last week, ‘Blessed Event’ 
(WB) liked but town seemed to 
drop off, reaching just a fair $2,000. 
Rialto (FWC) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ (M-G), 
two days; ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par), for 
five days. Good takings, $3,000. Last 
week, ‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par), and 
‘Bird of Paradise’ (Rad) weakened 
toward end, and just so-so at $2,800. 
Roxy (Jensen-Von Herberg) (1,- 
200; 15-20)—‘Sporting Life’ (Col). 
Grand Opening, getting lines, which 
is quite a novelty in Tacoma. The 
$3,000 gross is excellent considering 
the 20c. top. 


Just Another Wk. 
In Philly; ‘Shark’ Up 
But ‘Divorce’ Weak 


Philadelphia, Oct. 3. 


After a week of general disap- 
pointment, with only one outstander, 
indications point to an equally 
mediocre week with the current 
crop. 
‘Grand Hotel’ drooped badly at 
the Boyd and could only make the 
grade for eight days, with only six 
really justified. ‘Bird of Paradise,’ 
‘Dangerous Game’ and ‘Hold ’em 
Jail’ at the Stanley, Stanton and 
Earle respectively, also limped in 
attendance. 

‘Tiger Shark’ Is a possibility for 
some success at the Stanley this 


week. ‘Back Street’ is at the Boyd 
and seems headed for only a mod- 
erate return. Maybe $14,000. Fox 
looks weaker than in some _ time. 
Picture is ‘13th Guest,’ and stage 
show includes Gus Edwards’ ‘School 
Days’ and ‘Roxy Gang’ unit. Pic- 
ture got kind notices but combina- 
tion doesn’t hin tat more than $17,- 
000. 

Return of the Mastbaum Oct. 14 
and the rumored relighting of the 
Aladine will, in all probability, tell 
an important story. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boyd (2,400; 35-55-75) ‘Back 
Street’ (U). Mild response and un- 
likely for more than a week’s stay 
at around = $14,000. Last week 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) big disap- 
pointment. Less than $17,000 in 
eight days. 

Stenley (3,700; 35-55-75) “Tiger 
Shark’ (FN). May be one of week’s 
few bright spots. If it hits $15,000 
there won’t be a kick. Last week 
‘Paradise’ (Radio) disappointed 
with only $14,500, 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-75) ‘Robin- 
son Crusoe’ (UA). Ordinary trade 
and deemed wrong house for pic- 
ture. Maybe $9,000. Last week 
‘Dangerous Game’ (Radio), despite 
fine notices, didn’t hit $8,000. 

Earle (2,000; 35-40-66) ‘Divorce 
in Family’ (M-G) and vaude. Weak 
picture and stage without b. o. 
names. Lucky to see fair $15.000. 
Last week ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Rauio) 
$17,000. 

Fox (3,000; 35-40-75) ‘13th Guest’ 
(Mon) and stage show. Stage not 
calculated to help much. Fortunate 











if reaching $17,000. Last week ‘Hat 





Check Girl’ (Fox) pleasant surprise 
on claimed $22,000. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-55) ‘Grand 
Hotel’ (M-G). Moved down from 
Boyd on Saturday with mild indica- 
tions of $4,000 top. Last week 
‘Blessed Event’ (WB) $4,500 in 
seven days 

Arcadia (600; 30-40-55) ‘Speak 
Easily’ (M-G). Fairly good start 
with $2,400 indicated. Last week 
‘Make Me a Star’ (Par) flopped 


with $1,500. 


do $15,000, and may h. o. Last week 
brought in fine $22,700. 


‘Troubles Is Poor 
On $9,000 at Penn; 
‘Venus 13 G, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 
Draggy session in prospect this 
week, with anticipated break from 
cooler weather being offset by Jew- 
ish holidays falling importantly on 
a weekend. 


‘Blonde Venus’ looks like a leader 
at the Stanley but $13,000 isn’t so 
hot in the face of no competition 
and also considering importance of 
cast names. ‘Pack Up Your 
Troubles’ rated good on the comedy 
at the Penn but Laurel and Hardy 
don’t look strong enough yet to hold 
up without stage backing here and 
will be lucky to slide through to a 
sorry $9,000. 

Warner stands a chance of get- 
ting a break with ‘American Mad- 
ness.” No outstanding names but 
great campaign and timeliness of 
topic may result in neat $10,000, 
with word of mouth figured as as- 
sistance, 

Enright, in East Liberty, appar- 
ently leaning toward the full week 
policy of late. ‘Horse Feathers’ in 








currently for the regulation six 
days, following similar run for 
‘Succesful Calamity.’ Following 


week, however, will be split up, 
house’s policy depending entirely 
upon strength of picture. 
Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-30-40), 
‘Paradise’ (Radio). Brought here 
on heels of nice week at Stanley 
and momentum on previous down- 
town engagement should carry it 
along to neat $4,250. Last week 
‘Congorilla’ (Fox) off a bit at 
around $3,700. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25- 
30-40), ‘Chandu’ (Fox). Hocus- 
pocus, but ether reputation may 
help it slide through to fairly de- 
cent $4,400. Last week ‘Down to 
Earth’ (Fox) very much all right 
at $5,300. 
Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50), ‘Troubles’ (M-G). Requires 
strong stage backing here and 
minus that element house will be 
lucky to get a miserable $9,000. Last 
week ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) topped 
everything in a straight picture way 
at $27,000, real dough anytime. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50), 
‘Blonde Venus’ (Par). First Dietrich 
picture to play the Stanley and 
nothing in $13,000 to get excited 
about. Last week ‘Paradise’ (Ra- 
dio), up to neat $17,500. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50), 
‘American Madness’ (Col). Time- 
liness of topic and nice campaign 
should offset lack of cast names and 
corral impressive $10,000. Last week 
‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio), around 
$8,200. 





WHEELRIGHT WRITING 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Ralph Wheelright has been trans- 
ferred from Metro’s advertising- 
publicity department to the scen- 
ario staff, to work on an original 
idea, 

A former L. A. ‘Examiner’ re- 
porter, Wheelwright was brought to 
M-G five years ago by Pete Smith. 





Indif Film Fare Finally Has Mpls. 
Chary; Lloyd's Disappointing 12 Gs 





SPARKLESS ST. LOUIS; 
STATE BEST, $17,000 


St. Louis, Oct. 3. 

Business has taken a sudden drop 
this week. Might be because of the 
quality of the films, but even in 
those places where the quality is up 
the story is the same. Maybe the 
series kept them home listening. 
Even ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ is 
not attracting as expected consider- 
ing its record in other cities. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (WB) (3,000; 35-55- 
65)—‘The Crash’ (WB) and _ unit. 
Just a fair $10,000. Last week ‘Tiger 
Shark’ (WB) $12,000. 
Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘Those We Love’ (W-W) and unit. 
Getting little attention and poor on 
$8,000. Last week ‘Hat Check Girl’ 
(Fox) $10,000. 
State (Loew) (3,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘Troubles’ (M-G). Laurel and Hardy 
okay at $17,000. Last week ‘Grand 
Hotel’ (M-G), second week, $12,000. 
Missouri (RKO) (3,500; 25-35-55) 
—‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (Radio). 
A fair $5,000, but under anticipation. 
Last week ‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) nice 
$10,700. 
St. Louis (RKO) (5,000; 25-35-55) 
—‘American Madness’ (Col) and 
vaude. Waring’s Pennsylvanians 
but house isn’t getting attention ex- 
pected. Gross up this week to $14,- 
000. Last week ‘70,000 Witnesses’ 
(Par) and Talmadge-Jessel on stage 
for $13,900. 


K. C. Romps With 
Main St. $22,000 on 
‘13 Women’ and Tab 


Kansas City, Oct. 3. 


The Mainstreet, with ‘Thirteen 
Women’ on the screen and ‘Rio 
Rita’ (tab) on stage is in for an- 
other big week. Much publicity 
with greater part going to the stage 
attraction. 

Liberty has ‘Big City Blues’ and 
is offering, according to the billing, 
‘Wild Parties with Wild Women.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Liberty (Dubinsky Brothers) (860; 
15-25), ‘Big City Blues’ (WB). No 
newspaper ads until opening day, 
but house depends on _ drop-in. 
Close to fair $3,500. Last week 
‘June 13’ (Par), about same. 
Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-35-50), 
‘Troubles’ (M-G). Gobs of pub- 
licity in papers and on air. Billed 
as exclusive may build to good $16,- 
000. Last week, second of ‘Grand 
Hotel’ (M-G), $12,400. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50-60), ‘13 Women’ (Radio) and 
‘Rio Rita’ (tab). Strong and ex- 
pected to get close to big $22,000. 
Last week ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio) 
and unit, with Lakes and Barney 
Rapp’s band and revue added $21,- 
000. 

Newman (Publix) (1,800; 25-35- 
50), ‘Movie Crazy’ (Par). While up 
against strong competition opened 
nicely and looks like fine $12,000. 
Last week ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) 
held steady for $12,000 too. 


‘VENUS’ HEADS LINCOLN, 
BUT MILD ON $3,500 


Lincoln, Oct. 3. 

Trend is still on the climb. More 
money came to town with college 
opening than expected, Product, 
too, is helping. 

‘Blonde Venus,’ at the Stuart, will 
be the current major spot, and mod- 
erate, with the Orpheum’s ‘White 
Zombie’ and the State’s ‘Once in a 
Lifetime’ running a good race for 
second. 

Estimates for This Week 

Lincoln (Publix) (1,600; 10-30-40) 
—‘American Madness’ (Col). A bit 
weak at $2,400. Last week ‘Para- 
— (Radio) topped town with $3,- 
200. 
Orpheum (Publix) (1,200; 10-20- 
30)—‘White Zombie’ (UA). May 
suffer from age but looks easy $1,- 
200, okay. Last week ‘Big City 
Blues’ (WB) bounced up to $1,150 

















Oct. 3. 
continue 
showings, 


Minneapolis, 

Leading loop 

pretty good box-office 
helped by strong attractions and the 
decreased seating. But the pros- 


perity pace seems to be slowing up 
considerably and a few clouds are 
beginning to spot the sky. Asa re- 
sult, there is some worry in show 
circles. 

While profitable, business done by 
‘Blonde Venus’ at the State last 
week was below expectations. Much 
was also expected of ‘Movie Crazy’ 
at the same theatre currently but 
indications thus far are disappoint- 
ing, although the house will finish 
up very much on the right side of 


houses 


the ledger with this better than 
average card. 
Pantages and the Seventh St 


ideally located de luxers on a 15e 
grind with third runs, are proving 
the stiffest sort of opposition for 
the lesser loop Publix houses and 
cutting into their trade in most 
alarming fashion. Such houses as 
the Palace, Aster and Grand are 
having plenty tough going. 
Estimates for This Week 


State (Publix) (2,200; 55), ‘Movie 
Crazy’ (Par). Lloyd comedy not 
quite up to expectations. How ever, 
will give theatre a profitable seven 


days, $12,000, fair. Last week, 
‘Blonde Venus’ (Par), $12,100. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,890: 55), 


‘Most Dangerous Game’ (RKO) and 
Sue Carol and Nick Stuart and 
Daphne Pollard in person. No 
names in picture and drawing 
power of the in-person trio likewise 
doubtful. However, Manager Emil 
Franke did fine exploitation and 
publicity job and picture is caus- 
ing much comment; about $12,500, 
fair. Last week, ‘Okay America’ 
(U) and Texas Guinan and her 
Gang in person on stage to great 
$16,000, with ‘queen of the night 


club’ entirely responsible for the 
splendid showing. 
Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35), ‘Con- 


gorilla’ (Fox). Jungle films always 
click here and this one attracting 
plenty attention; may hit a big 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Doxtor X’ (FN), 
$6,000, good. 

Grand we arn (1,100; 35), ‘Horse 
Feathers’ (Par). Second loop run 
and remaining entire week, should 
top good $2,800. Last week, ‘Is My 
Face Red?’ (RKO) and ‘Downstairs’ 
(M-G), $2,200, fair. 


Aster (Publix) (900; 25), ‘Fast 
Companions,’ first run, and ‘Miss 
Pinkerton’ (FN) and ‘Guilty as 


Hell’ (Par), split, latter two second 
loop runs. Maybe $900, light. Last 
week, ‘Almost Married,’ first run;{ 
‘Washington Masquerade’ (M-G) 
and Red Headed Woman’ (M-G), 
second and third loop runs, split, 
$1,200, fair. 


‘EVENT’ IS BIG IN 
COLUMBUS ON $7,500 


Columbus, Oct. 3. 
Another good week in sight with 
Palace again docketed to receive a 
good share of the biz due to itg 
vaudfilm. First week went plenty 
heavy despite two rainy days and 
nights. 

Estimates for This Week 
Palace (RKO) (3,074; 35-55)— 
‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) and vaude, 
Should get $10,000, okay. Last week 
Dangerous Game’ (Radio) and 
Thurston a mighty fine $15,000. 
Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40)—< 
‘Troubles’ (M-G). Hardly enough 
Laurel and Hardy fans in this town 
to really justify exclusive showing 
at this house. Should get good 
enough $10,000, however. Last week 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G), second week, 
fell way off and failed to better $5,- 
000. 


Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-40) 
—‘Chandu’ (Fox). Expected to carry 
through due to recent local radio 
production. Has $8,000 in sight. 
Last week ‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) 
surprised by neat $10,500. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40)— 


‘Blessed Event’ (WB). Taking town 
by storm and should hit elegant $7,- 
500. Last week ‘Miss Pinkerton’ 
(FN) fair enough at $4,600. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 25-35)— 
‘Age of Consent’ (Radio). On road 
to fair enough $2,400. Last week 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) moved in 
after run at Palace and held up well 
to $2,500. 


‘Congai’ on Fire Again 
At M-G After Hays Ban 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Metro is again considering ‘Con« 
gai,’ which had previously been dis- 
approved by the Hays office. Pres- 
ent procedure is to whitewash the 
plot and eliminate the miscegena- 


tion angle, with Leon Gordon clean- 


jing up the story. 


Gordon will adapt the play after 





State (Indie) (500; -25-35)— 
‘Lifetime’ (U). Should reach nice 
$1,700. Last week ‘Back Street’ (U), 
in second week excellent at $1,800. 

Stuart (Publix) (1,900; 10-25-35- 
50-60)—‘Blonde Venus’ (Par). Will 
;do about $3,500, moderate. Last 
week ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) suffered 
from previous showing. Down to! 





$3,100. 


finishing his ‘Sone 
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present job on 
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‘One Way Passage $32,000, Chicago; 





Politics, Holiday, Baseball Hurt 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 


None of the big downtown houses 
will see big grosses this week. Best 
proportionate showing is anticipated 
at McVickers with ‘Grand Hotel.’ 

World Series, Jewish holiday, and 
the Democratic fireworks for Roose- 
velt wer2 counter-attractions over 
the week-end. Legits rather than 
the film parlors seemed to benefit 
by any loose change around. 


Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (3&K) (4,000; 40-65-85) 
‘One Way Passage’ (WB) and stage 
ghow. William Powell-Kay Francis 
combo flopped around the corner at 
Oriental four weeks ago and not 
helping here. Harry Richman doubt- 
ful lure in Chicago so ail in all it 
looks like $32,000 for a so-so week. 
Last week ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) 
and Perry Askam in ‘Desert Song’ 
took $40,000 and was moved intact 
to the Oriental. 

McVickers (B&K) (2,000; 35-55- 
75) ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (1st week). 
Ran 12 weeks in spring at Woods 
for $1.50. Look for big $30,000. 
‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) nosedived 
in second week to $12,800. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 40-65-85) 
‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) and stage 
show. Hardly warranted the hold- 
over but product still scarce. 
Oriental will do $19,000. Last week 
‘Hat Check Girl’ (Fox) strongly 
abetted by Ted Weems orchestra 
hit $23,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 40-65-85) 
‘Last Man’ (Col) and vaude. Olsen 
and Johnson always mean biz so 
Palace should see nice $25,000. Last 
week ‘Most Jangerous Game’ 
(Radio) cleaved $21,000. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 25-35- 
40-55) ‘Crooked Circle’ (World Wide) 
and vaude. House in doldrums from 
bad vaudeville bills and average pro- 
gram pictures, around $10,000. Last 
week pretty fair, around $16,000, 
with Siamese Twins credited rather 
than ‘Painted Woman’ (Fox). 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 40- 
65-75) ‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) (3rd 
week). Not doing what it should. 
Will stick until Wednesday when 
‘Phantom President’ (Par) comes in. 
Only $10,700 last week, and final 
five days $7,000. 


SEATTLE STAGELESS 
STILL: ‘CHANDU? 96 


Seattle, Oct. 3. 

FWC houses coasting along with- 
out music or stage fare. Whole 
town slowed up some. Probably due 
to reaction from Puyallup fair last 
week and community fund drive, 
which each year deadens the show 
going. Folks dig for a dollar deeper 
for this charity, and then pay for it 
by skipping a night’s entertainment. 
One holder ‘Blessed Event’ (WB), 
which is building. Likelihood the 
second stanza will exceed the first 
through the word of mouth. The 
other attractions just so-so. There 
is no real pull in any of the new 
ones this week. 

The Paramount is opening soon 
with Fanchon & Marco stage shows. 
Definite date not announced but 
musicians’ adjustment seems pro- 
gressing with plan for 18-piece 
band at the Par and 15 men at the 
Sth: Ave. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (FWC) (2,300; 25-55) 
—Chandu’ (Fox). Fair pace, and 
that’s all, but plugging big for 
‘Grand Hotel’ next week. Indicated 
this week around $9,000, fair. Last 
week ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) nose- 
dived toward end, as did about 
everything in the town, for $8,700. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-55)— 
‘Most Dangerous Game’ (RKO). 
Joel McCrea given publicity break, 
and excitement angle heavily bally- 
hooed. On way to $5,000, better than 
last week, ‘Okay America’ (U), 
more of a gangster pix than a col- 
umnist, which slumped to $3,200. 

Fox (FWC) (2,100; 25-55)—‘Pack 
Up Your Troubles’ (MG). Laurel 
and Hardy comedy okay at $5,000. 
Last week ‘Tiger Shark’ (WB) 
slow, after oke start, at $4,000. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) (2,- 
000; 10-15-25)—‘Drifting Souls’ 
(Mascot), with billing divided with 
Hatta Marri’ (Ed). Not so forte, 
$4,000. Last week, ‘13th Guest’ 
(Mono) steady at $4,400. 








Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
55)—Blessed Event’ (WB) (2d 
week). The one bright spot last 


week and also this. At $5,500 pace 
it exceeds opening week’s $5,000. 


: Coliseum (FWC) (1,800; 25-35), 
Bring "Em Back Alive’ (Radio). 
Second time in town for picture. 


Revamped house looks okay but biz 
SO poor, the Buck pic will likely be 
jerked and ‘First Year’ (Fox) stub- 
Stituted after four days. Last week 
house dark due to sizeable sum 
Spent in remodeling front, re-seat- 
ing and some re-rugging. This spot 
is best located of any house in 
town. Al Baker is manager and 
made great record during recent 10 
Weeks manager's contest for per- 
centage of gain, 





NEW HAVEN OKAY 


‘Venus’ Leading Town for Big $12,- 
500—‘Hat Check Girl’ $7,000 


New Haven, Oct. 3. 

Shubert three day sell-out of ‘Cat 
and Fiddle’ nicked film house 
grosses plenty last week. 

College is abandoning split week 
vaudfilm policy after three week 
tryout and shifts to full week pro- 
gram, opening film Sundays and 
vaude Mondays. 

Roger Sherman swings back to 
double feature currently. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 40-60) 
‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) and _ unit. 
Heading for big $12,500. Last week 
‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) $12,600. 

Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50) ‘Life- 
time’ (U) and ‘Hat Check Girl’ 
(Fox). Indicates okay $7,000. Last 
week ‘Grand Hotel’ at $8,500, only 
fair for an exclusive run. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50) ‘Two Against World’ (WB) and 
‘Age of Consent’ (Radio). Looks set 
for fair $5,000 which ‘Blessed Event’ 
a got last week on.single feature 

ill. 

College (Arthur) (1,565; 30-40) 
‘Troubles’ (M-G) and vaude. Booked 
as an exclusive and maybe $4,300. 








STACELESS DENVER 
RUINS PAR AND ORPH 


Denver, Oct. 3. 

Looks like a good week for most 
first runners, although the Denver 
and Orpheum are considerably un- 
der their usual grosses due to the 
dropping of stage shows. Many 
otherwise regulars at these houses 
are staying home, not interested in 
just pictures. An I. A. representa- 
tive en route here to fix up the 
stagehand dispute at both houses, 
which are holding out for a one man 
cut and a 10% drop in scale. 

Mystery films at both the Para- 
mount and Orpheum and the Lloyd 
comedy at the Denver, have lines 
at the openings when prices are low, 
but drop off nights when the scale 


tilts. 
Estimates for this Week 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Movie Crazy’ (Par). Okay $9,- 
500. Last week ‘Grand Hotel’ (MG) 
$14,600, on the first week the house 
was without a stage show. 

Orpheum (KKO-Huffman) (2,600; 
25-35-40-50) — ‘Chandu’ (Fox). No 
stage show and $9,500 shows it. 
Last week ‘Successful Calamity’ 
(WB) close to $8,500. First week 
without vaude and 10 grand below 
previous stanza. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-40) 
—Night of June 13’ (Par). Nice 
$7,000. Last week ‘Tiger Shark’ 
(FN). Only $5,200. 

Rialto (RKO-Huffman) (900; 20- 
25-40)—‘My Pal the King’ (U), four 
days; ‘Fast Companions’ (U), four 
days. Average $2,500. Last week 
‘War Correspondent’ (Col) a nice 
$2,800. 


‘Sestcosiad! $3,800 and 
‘Crazy’ $11,000, Both Oke 


Indianapolis, Oct. 3. 

After a steady diet of straight 
films since spring, customers are 
going for the resumption of vaude 
at the Lyric. House may build to 
$10,000 this week. Other houses, 
however, will not suffer much be- 
cause this is a yvaude town. 

Loews’ Palace has ‘Pack Up Your 
Troubles’ and is carrying a line in 
all the ads that this is an exclusive 
showing. Lyric and Apollo announce 
that all Radio product will be shown 
at the two theatres. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35-55) — ‘Divorcement (Radio). 
Should build to $3,800, good. Last 
week ‘Hat Check Girl’ (Fox) ended 
around $3,500. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35-55)—‘Movie Crazy’ (Par). 
Around $11,000 for good week. Man- 
a®ynent had chap on street balcony 
with large sign ‘Waiting to buy. first 
ticket. He was there for several 











|days during rain. Last week ‘Blonde 


Venus’ (Par) not so hot, $6,500. 
Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35-55)—‘Tiger Shark’ (WB). 
Maybe $10,000, but will have to hus- 
tle. Last week ‘June 13’ (Par) just 
fair, $8,200. 
Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 


35-55)—‘Troubles’ (M-G). May hit 
$7,500, good for a comedy in this 
town. Last week ‘Grand 


Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25-35- 


50)—‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox) 
vaude. Reopening and possibly 
$10,000. 





$10,000 FOR ‘MOVIE CRAZY’ 


Good at Alabama with Reduced 
Scale—Game’ $5,500 








Birmingham, Oct. 3. 
Alabama reduces prices this week 
with ‘Movie Crazy.’ House continues 


| to ballyhoo that exclusives are being 


Business is picking up at 
house although reduced 


played. 
this ace 


scale has something to do with it, | 


too. 


Ritz in place of another program, 
which had been advertised, and 
doing all right in view of no advance 
advertising. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby-Kincey) (2,800; 
25-35-40)—‘Movie Crazy’ (Par). New 
scale and pick of all pictures with 
exception of Columbia, Radio and 
Universal. This week $10,000, nice. 
Last week ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) 
fair at $9,000. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Dan- 
gerous Game’ (Radio). Apt to get 
$5,500, corking. Last week ‘Hell's 
Highway’ (Radio) and ‘Those We 
Love’ (W-W) on double bill for 
week, $4,700. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 20-30)—‘Un- 
ashamed’ (M-G). For fair $1,400. 
Last week ‘Stranger in Town’ (WB) 
slow getting started, $1,300. 


Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN). Not much, 
$3,400. Last week ‘June 13’ (Par) 
$3,800. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)— 
‘Heritage of Desert’ (Par). Certain 


for dandy week at $1,100. Last week 
‘13th Guest’ (Mon) little, $850. 


‘CALAMITY’S’ $17,000 
BEST IN DULL DET. 


Detroit, Oct. 3. 

Henry Ford took his place among 
the boxoffice alibis with his reduc- 
tion. of wages this week. Good 
weather and a supposed good line- 
up of pictures but the public is 
staying away. 

Suffering are ‘Blonde Venus,’ at 
the Michigan, and ‘Night Mayor’ at 
the Fox. Fox has a hangover on the 
union settlement delayed another 
week but next Friday should see the 
stage shows back there, At the 
Downtown the Schmeling-Walker 
fight pictures are bolstering a bit. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (4,045; 15-35-72-75) 
‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) and stage 
show. May build to $26,500. Last 
week ‘June 13th’ (Par) and Ben 
Bernie in person, $27,900. 

Fisher (2,665; 15-35-72-75) ‘Suc- 
cessful Calamity’ (WB) and stage 
show. A good $17,000. Last week 
‘Troubles’ (M-G) fair at $14,500. 

United Artists (2,018; 15-35-55-72- 
75) ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (2d week). 
okay on $15,000. Last week opened 
to big $28,000. 

Downtown (2,750; 15-25-55) ‘Dan- 
gerous Game’ and fight pictures. A 








fair $9,000. Last week ‘Okay, 
America’ (U) plenty thin at $5,400. 
Fox (5,100; 15-25-55) ‘Night 


Mayor’ (Col). Just a fair $11,000. 
Last week ‘Chandu’ (Fox) $10,000. 

Paramount (3,448; 15 - 25 - 55) 
‘Blond Captive’ (Col). Opening 
week of first runs will get good 
$7,500. 


Making Two at Catalina 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Two film companies are making 
location scenes at Catalina cur- 
rently. 

Metro’s ‘Let’s Go,’ motorboat 
racing story, moved to the island 
from San Pedro, and Paramount's 
‘Panther Girl’ will grind wilderness 
stuff there. 





Cohan Film $72,000. Huge for Par: 
Divorcement’ Looks Like $23,000: 





‘Dangerous Game,’ thrown into the 





Barthelmess’ $30,000 Is Holdover 





With a few exceptions, the Broad- 
way show houses have nothing to 


complain about this week. While 
socked Friday night and Satur- 
day afternoon by the first of the 


Jewish holidays, a strong comeback 
was staged in most cases. End of 
daylight saving is believed reacting 
favorably to the box office, though 
Sunday’s balmy weather beckoning 
auto owners to the road again. 

Standout of the week is the Para- 
mount where ‘Phantom President’ 
should go to at least $72,000, with a 
chance for $75,000. 

Warners also doing well, with 
both the Strand and Winter Garden 
displaying strength. Former with 
‘Cabin in Cotton,’ Barthelmess’ new- 
est, well advertised, looks to do 
around $30,000. It will hold a sec- 
ond week. The Winter Garden, 
which has caused a lot of worry 
over the summer, is trotting strongly 
for the same figure and a third week 
with ‘Tiger Sharx.’ 

RKO has nothing to complain 
about, either. ‘Bill of Divorcement,’ 
given a flash start on a premier tie- 
up with Mrs. Hearst’s milk fund, 
should do $23,000, while the Palace, 
‘Bird of Paradise’ on second run, 
hopes for $17,500. 

‘Mr. Robinson Crusoe’ will stay 
only another week after this, paced 
at about $27,000 currently (2d week). 
‘Rain’ is scheduled to open Wednes- 
day (12). 

Harold Lloyd goes down in the 
record as the biggest surprise the 
street has known in a long time. 
Though ‘Movie Crazy’ is judged as 
one of his best pictures and was 
given good notices all around, pic- 
ture is being badly snubbed. On its 
third week it will be fortunate to 
get $13,000 and ‘Madison Square 
Garden,’ scheduled for Oct. 13 at 
the Rialto may come in earlier. 

Roxy will do $45,000, perhaps a 
little better with ‘Chandu,’ which 
is pretty fair right now. Cap is 
down to $40,000 with Laurel and 
Hardy’s ‘Pack Up Your Troubles.’ 
House has James Barton, Duke El- 
lington, Benny Rubin and Frances 
Williams on its stage while the 
Paramount has only Belle Baker 
and Borrah Minevitch. 


Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20), 
‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G) (5th 
week). Length of run indetermin- 
ate, as is selection of picture’s suc- 
cessor here when house may be 
ready to receive it. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65). ‘Troubles’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Getting it between the eyes 
at $40,000, despite strong rostrum 
display of names. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G), $56,- 
000, all right. 

Criterion (878; 25-40-83-$1.10- 
$1.65), ‘Maedchen in Uniform’ 
(Krimsky). Aided by good reviews 
which house is plugging outside, 
German talker is doing well. Has 
house indefinitely, Par not needing 
it now. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83), ‘Di- 
vorcement’ (Radio). Exhibiting nice 





Washington's Good Grosses 





Fox Up to $25,000 — "‘Divorcement’ Fine 
$15,500—‘Interlude’ Slow at $1.50 





Washington, Oct. 3. 
Everything was Olsen and John- 
son here last week. Team could 


have remained another week at the 
Earle and still have done business 
for they were locked out at this 
house on the closing night. Cur- 
rently Morton Downey, in the flesh, 
is getting them at the Fox aided 
by Laurel and Hardy’s ‘Pack Your 
Troubles,’ while Will Mahoney is 
getting response for the Earle. 

Arliss in ‘Successful Calamity’ at 
the Met is picking up and will fin- 
ish well but under previous Arliss 
pictures, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 15-25-35- 
40)—‘Gold.’ Not so forte and with 
the kids back in school westerns 
are off, $1,450. Last week ‘Drifting 
Souls’ (First Div.) did just about 
the same. 

Earle (Warner) (2,424; 25-35-50- 





>| Mahoney heading bill. 
Hotel |moderate $15,000. 
(M-G), second week, around $5,500.)/ and Johnson 


70)—‘Crooner’ (FN) and vaude. Will 
Chance for 
Last week Olsen 
on stage and ‘Night 
Mayor’ (Col) lead the town with big 


and | $23,000. 


Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-60)— 
‘Troubles’ (M-G) and stage show. 





Morton Downey on stage and headed 
for real week. Count may hit $25,- 
008 or more. Last week three stage 


names with ‘Hat Check Girl’ (Fox) 
a thin 17,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35- 
50) —‘Divorcement’ (Radio). Opened 


Wednesday of last week to rave re- 
views and excellent business; will 
easily finish nine-day stretch to 
$15,500, excellent. Last week ‘Hell's 
Highway’ (Radio) was given six 
days; on short week petered out to 
around $6,000. 

Met (Warner) (1,583; 25-35-50-70) 
‘Successful Calamity’ (WB). Should 
get $11,000. Last week second stanza 
for ‘Blessed Event’ (WB), $6,000. 

National (Erlanger-Rapley) (1,- 
200; 25-50-$1-$1.50)—Strange Inter- 
lude’ (M-G). First road showing 
outside of Manhattan and count not 
what was expected. Did $15,000 on 
nine days and out Sunday night (2). 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-50-70)— 
‘Kongo.’ Not starting so good and 
will finish around $10,000. Last 
week, second for ‘Grand 
(M-G) also about $10,000. 

Rialto (Universal) (1,853: 25-35- 
50)—-‘Back Street’ (U). Second week 
will bring about $7,500 after $12,590 
on the first, very good. 





Hotel’ | 


pull at ihe rate of $23,000 on its first 
week; .o hold a second. Last week 
‘Hell's Highway’ (Radio) so-so, 
$17,600. 

Palace (1,700; 30-40-65-83)—‘Para- 
dise’ (Radio) (2d run) and vaude. 


Picture is drawing fellowing its two 
weeks at the next door Mayfair; will 
get $17,500, possibly a shade more 
here. ‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) didn't 
do quite as well, $16,600. 
Paramount (3,664; 40-72-94-$1.16) 


—Phantom President’ (Par) and 
stage show. George Cohan’s first 
talker, with Jimmy Durante sup- 


porting, taking town for ride: cer- 
tain of mammoth $72,000, and pos- 
sibility for $75,000. On stage are 
Selle Baker and Borrah Minevitch. 
‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) ran up good 
$59,800 last week. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-92-$1.10)— 
‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) (3d week). This 
is probably the last week, third, for 
Lloyd at a $13,000 pace. ‘Madison 
Square Garden,’ set to open Thurs- 
day (13) may get in earlier, cutting 
‘Crazy’ to under a full four weeks. 
Second seven days for Lloyd was 
only $16,000. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10)— 
‘Robinson Crusoe’ (UA) (2d week). 
Not a big grosser but not a disap- 
pointer either. Has $27,000 this week 
in tow. On first seven days $34,- 
600, nice. 

Roxy (6,200; 35-55-83-$1.65)— 
‘Chandu’ (Fox) and stage show. 
With radio following of Chandu, 
house should reach $45,000 and per- 
haps top that a little—a profit. Last 
week $45,8900 on ‘Successful Ca- 
lamity’ (WB). 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-83-93-1.10)— 
‘Cabin Cotton’ (FN). Holds over a 
second week on $30,000, sweet biz 
for this straight filmer. Last week 
second of ‘Life Begins,’ $21,700. 


Winter Garden (1,419; 35-55-83- 
94)—‘Tiger Shark’ (WB) (2d week). 
Fortified by the Eddie Robinson 
draw, b. 0. countup should be around 
$30,000. First week a_ soothing 
$38,200. 


FRISCO CRIMSON ROUND 
THE EDGES; ‘PRES’ 1736 


San Francisco, Oct. 3. 
A slight tinge of red ink. No wal- 
lops this stanza, following the trend 
of last week when grosses sagged to 
disappointing levels. 


Nearest to a good sock is ‘Phan- 
tom President’ at Warfield. F-WC 
ad chiefs giving ‘Schnozzle’ Durante 
the big ad and publicity plugs with 
Cohan second. Durante is a favor- 
ite here, on screen, stage and box 
office. So house, after two poor 
weeks, looks headed upward this 
time, aided by the consis‘ 2ntly good 
stage shows. 

RKO’s Golden Gate has been hit- 
ting the bell regularly, grosses aver- 
aging three and four grand over 
takes of two months ago. ‘Once in 
a Lifetime’ is a tough ’un to sell, 
but will do $14,800. 

Fox billing its stage show ‘Sally’ 
equally with ‘Hat Check Girl’ on 
screen. 

Warners spending lota dough to 
put over Arliss in ‘Successful Calam- 
ity’ and attendance good. 
| ‘President’ clicking smartly with 

‘“die films and stage shows at 40c., 
= current ‘13th Guest’ holding up 

ce y. 

United Artists comes to life Oct. 
| 10 when Herman Cohen unlocks the 
doors for ‘Rain.’ Brings list of local 
first runs to seven, not counting for- 
eign film house, Filmarte. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (5,000; 50-70)—‘Hat Check 
Girl’ (Fox) and tab version of ‘Sally’ 
on stage. Building to $27,000, mild. 
Laurel and Hardy in ‘Pack Up Your 
Troubles’ same last week. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 30-40- 
65)—‘Once in Lifetime’ (U) and 
vaude with Horace Heidt’s band. 
House clicking neatly of late and 
$14,800 no exception. ‘Dangerous 
Game’ (Radio) got $15,000 last week. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 55-65)— 














‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (2d week). 
Dropping off to fair $10,000. 
President (Harris) (1,410; 25-40) 


—‘13th Guest’ (Monogram) and stage 





show. Town's only independent, for 
operation and pix. Holding up to 
okay $5,300. Last week, second for 
Sam Harris here, hit $6,300 on 
‘Phantom Express.’ 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672: 55-65)— 
‘Phantom President’ (Par) and stage 
show. House got out of running 
| with poor pix last two weeks and 
|}customers are bit slow in returning. 
| But Durante is pulling them in and 
|$17,500 is good. Last week under 
| $16,000 with ‘Heritage of Desert’ 
(Fox) horse opera. 

Warners (1,365; 55-65)—‘Success- 
jful Calamity’ (WB). Arliss draw- 
ing class trade to extent of okay 
$9,500. Will h. 0. Second week of 


Tiger Shark’ (FN) got $7,000. 
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BALTO BOOMS; 
HIPP'S NEW 
196 Hl 


Baltimore, Oct. 3. 
hallelujah and welcome 
£o- 


Hot-cha, 


prosperity! The registers are 


ing dizzy clicking off the high num- 
bers, the turnstiles are in a con- 
tinuous whirl and it’s happy days 
in Dixie ence more. At least one 
new record will go into history in 
town, while the other houses will 
have fat profits. After a summer 


of headaches and black crepe, this 
is Harvest Week. It took cops to 
handle the crowds on the opening 
day. 

The new high goes to the vaudfilm 
Hipp where Kate Smith necessi- 
tated calling out the police to con- 
trol the crowds. The CBS warbler 
is making an eight-day stay of it 
and will leave the cash-box bulging 
to the new gross record of $19 000. 
That compares to the former high 
of $15,000. 

At the other ace vaude house, 
Loew’s Century is using coppers too 
—backstage, to control the flaps and 
protcet Buddy Rogers. Out of the 
purses of these flappers they'll drag 
another $19,000. 

In the run theatres the two stand- 
out are ‘Smiling Through’ at the 
Stanley and ‘Washington Merry- 
Go-Round’ at the indie New. Both 
pictures come in backed by an orgy 
of spending in advertising, both 
pictures having busted their budg- 
ets on their copy, and both pictures 
having had the additional ad back- 
ing of their individual exchanges. 
The ‘Merry-Go-Round’ campaign 
was especially good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25- 
35-55-66-75) ‘Kongo’ (M-G) and 
vaude. Buddy Rogers and orches- 
tra, in person, the big noise and 
coin enticer currently. It’s flap week 
and no mistake. House’ should 
count at least $19,000 at the finish 
of the session. Last week was an- 
other happy date when ‘Troubles’ 
‘M-G) and Duke Ellington band 
knocked out $18,900, wow. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,600; 
25-35-55-66-75) ‘Those We Love’ 
(W-W) and vaude. Kate Smith and 
her Swanee Revue the money- 
maker, setting a new high by at 
least $4,000 in an eight-day stay to 
a tremendous $19,000. Last week 
‘13th Guest’ (Mono) and Rudy Val- 
lee band only fair at $12,600. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,450; 25- 


30-40) ‘Two Against the World’ 
(WB). The weak sister of the loop 
currently, Bennett piece suffering 


badly from the competish. Will be 


satisi.ed if it gets $5,500 for its 
more than week's stay. 
New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-40-50) 


*“Merry-Go- Round’ (Col). After hav- 
ing labored in the weak-gross 
morass for some time, the house 
takes a whiff of life this stanza and 
perks its head above the profit zone 
by a healthy margin at $8,000. 
Backed by corking ad campaign, 
that was a real help. ‘Hat Check 
Girl’ (Fox) previous stanza regis- 
tered blah, $4,100. 


Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,600; 25- 
40-55-65-75) ‘Smiling Through’ 
(M-G). The Hipp gets the kids 


and elderly ladies, the Century the 
flaps, the New the political-minded, 
and this house gets the wide slice 
of general public for a tear-jerking 
session into plenty profits at the 
fast pace to a least $17,000, very 


big. Last week somewhat disap- 
pointing for ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par), 
$14,200. 





BUFFALO BUILDING 


‘Bird,’ Ted Lewis, $23,500—Zombie’ 
Big $10,500—‘Alive, $12,500 
Buffalo, Oct. 3. 
Everything is looking up this 
week after a long stretch of vary- 
ing business. The Buffalo leads town 


with Ted Lewis on stage and ‘Bird 
of Paradise’ combining for a $23,500 
week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
— ‘Bird of Paradise’ (Radio). Ted 
Lewis in person and stage show 
aiding for very good $23,500. Last 
week ‘Night of June 13th’ (Par) ana} 


Harry Richman, off to $18,900, 

Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 30- | 
40-65)—‘Bring "Em Zack = =. Alive’ 
(RKO). Maybe $12,500, pleasant biz. 
Last week ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G-M) 
$9,000, oke. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35- 
55), ‘Divorce in the Family’ (M-G- 
M) and _ stage show. Probably 
$8,500, fair. Last week ‘Big City 
Blues’ (WB) and stage show, $8,700. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35), 
‘White Zombie’ (UA). Heading for 
big $10,500. Last week ‘70,000 Wit- 
nesses’ (Par), all right at $9,000. 


Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25), ‘Night 
Mayor’ (Col). Likely to top $9,500, 
good. Last week ‘Last Mile’ (WW). 
Be-t week so far this season, nearly 
$11,000, big. 


,| ‘SMILING THRU’ $13,000 


| euonalliy Big in Louisville—Para- 
dise’ Oke With $3,200 
Lo uisville 
sooner had old man 
hands to help the theatres 
new rival sprang up—night 
clubs. Four such spots opened this 
| week—Brown, Kentucky, and Fort 
Nelson hotels and Madrid ballroom. 
Ii a way this helps, though, as many 
lcouples go to shows early in evening 
and then to clubs for their dancing. 
Loew’s doing lot of extra adver- 
tising for ‘Smiling Through,’ and 
Rialto continues ‘Greater Entertain- 
| Brow Drive’ by booking Peaches 


Oct. 3. 
Nx autumn 
joined 
than a 





Browning, Kenneth Harlan and Al 
St. John on one bill. 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,400; 25-35-50)—‘Smil- 
ing Through’ (M-G). A remarkabie 
$15,000. Last week ‘Troubles’ (M-G) 
$9,000. 

Rialto (2,800; 25-35-55)) (Fourth 
Ave.) ‘June 13th’ (Par) and 
Browning, Harlan and St. John on 
stage. Weak in spite of stage ar- 
ray, $6,800. Last week ‘Two Against 
World’ (WB) $7,800. 


Strand (1,786; 25-35-50) (Fourth 
Ave.). ‘Successful wagner fs (WB). 
Mediocre $3,400. Last week ‘Blonde 


(Par) $4,600. 

Brown (2,000; 25-35-40)—'Para- 
dise’ (Radio). A good $3,200. Last 
week ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio) $2,300. 

Alamo (900; 15-25-40) (Fourth 
Ave.). ‘Heritage of Desert’ (Par). 
A normal $1,700. Last week ‘Hat 
Check Girl’ (Fox) $1,500. 


BOSTON SLUMPS AGAIN, 
‘CABIN’ $32,000, MET 


Boston, Oct. 3. 
Local houses did less than they 
anticipated last week, and no great 
improvement expected this week. 

The outstanding disappointment 
last week was the slim gross of 
$8,600 for ‘Movie Crazy’ at the Par- 
amount. ‘Life begins,’ current at- 
traction there, is doing very good. 

‘Blonde Venus’ did not hold up at 
the Met on $33,000, but that’s better 
than ‘Cabin in the Cotton’ plus Millis 
Brothers on the stage, and drawing 
this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,300; 35-55-75)— 
‘Cabin in Cotton’ (FN), with Mills 
Bros. on stage. At $32,000 fair. Last 
week ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par), helped 
by Will Mahoney and Raquel Torres 
on stage, $33,000. 

Paramount (Publix) 
55-6//)—Life Begins’ (WB). Good 
at $12,000. Last week ‘Movie Crazy’ 
(Par) only $8,600. 

Keith's (RKO) (4,000; 35-50-83)— 

‘This Sporting Age’ and vaude. 
Crumit and Sanderson heading bill 
and moving along for slow $14,000. 
Last week ‘Once in Lifetime’ (U), 
also $16,700. 
RKO (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘13 Wom- 
en’ (Radio) and vaude. Should 
build up to $11,000. Last week ‘The 
Last Man’ (Col) only $10,300. 


MORE SEATS, LESS BIZ 
IN PORT.; ‘VENUS, 1236 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 3. 
Fox-Paramount hitting the high 
spots this week with ‘Blonde Venus’ 
and cashing in on the advance ex- 
ploitation in a big way. This house 
just concluded a premium week 


Venus’ 








(1,800; 30- 





with F. & M.’s ‘Irene’ stag unit in 
the top spot. Picture was ‘Tiger 
Shark’ and registered good. 


‘Successful Calamity’ got results 


for Hamrick’s Oriental with little 
additional exploitation. Grossed 
about 50% above average. Oriental 


has ‘Tom Brown of Culver’ 
week, just fairly. 

B. o. biz generally has been hold- 
ing its own but seating has in- 
creased this month. Warm weather 
is holding back the additional biz. 
The major-spots connect with prod- 
uct that can be sold in a big way, 
otherwise response to exploitation 
is dull. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Fox-Parker) (3,000; 
25-65), ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par). Well 
exploited and should hit big money, 
around $12,500, okay. Last week 
‘Tiger Shark’ (FN) with F. & M.’s 
‘Irene’ stage unit in top spot did 
well at $12,000. 

Broadway (Fox-Parker) (2,000: 


this 





| Crash’ 


5-55), ‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G). 
Poorly at $3,500. Last week ‘The 
(FN) just fair at $5,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25 to 40), 
‘Most Dangerous Game’ (Radio). 
| Very mild, $4,000. Last week ‘Okay 
| America’ (U) off to $2 800. 


United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-35), ‘Heritage of the Desert’ 
(Par). Okay $5,500. Last week 
‘Hat Check Girl’ (Fox) below aver- 
age with $3,000, bad 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500: 25- 
35). ‘Tom Brown of Culver’ (U). 
Only fair $3,000. Last week ‘Suc- 
cessful Calamity’ (WB) connected 
for nice results at this house, get- 
ting a good $5,300. 

Rialto (Gamble) (1,500; 25), ‘While 
Paris Sleeps’ (Fox) Fairly for $2,- 
800. Last week ‘Almost Married’ 
(Fox) poor at $2,000. 





‘Smiling’ Prov’s Best, 
$17,000, with ‘Venus’ 





Providence, Oct. 3. 

Box office activity at the principal 
cinemas is not especially lively this 
week, despite expected draw films. 
Stage opposish is particularly strong 
with Ed Wynn's ‘Laugh Parade’ 
here for the first half. Wheel bur- 
lesque has also started at the Mod- 
ern. 

‘Smiling Through,’ at the State, 
looks like the leader in the picture 
class with a return of a good $17,- 
000. ‘Once in a Lifetime’ and ‘Blonde 
Venus’ are just doing fairly. 

Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,200; 15-55-66—‘Once 

in a Lifetime’ (U) and vaude. Pic- 
ture okay but vaude helping. Seems 
sure of around $9,000, okay. Last 
week ‘Dangerous Game’ (Radio), 
$9,400. 
Fay’s (2,000; 15-55)—‘Hat Check 
Girl’ (Fox) and vaude. With Harry 
Burbig, radio name, topping Dill 
show getting comment and coin. 
Locks like $7,500. Last week ‘Those 
We Love’ (KBS) and Vaughn De 
Leath, of radio, in person, failed to 
garner $6,000, off. 


Loew’s State (3,700; 15-55)— 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G). Name 
lineup in this one and $17,000 swell. 
Last week ‘Troubles’ (M-G) came 
through for $13,000, oke. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— 


‘The Crash’ (FN), and ‘Tiger Shark’ 
(FN). Robinson feature okay but 
no help from Chatterton-Brent in 
companion picture. Around $6,500 
so-so. Last week ‘Successful Calam- 
ity’ (WB) and ‘Thrill of Youth’ (In- 
vincible) strong all week at $9,500. 
Paramount (2,200; 15-55)—‘Blonde 
Venus’ (Par). Lure of Dietrich’s 
name expected to help house a 
little. Prospect seems to be $7,500, 
fair. Last week ‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) 
a disappointment, only $7,200. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25-30)— 
‘Phantom Express’ (Majestic), ‘Hold 
’Em Jail’ (Radio), and Schmeling- 
Walker fight pictures. Wheeler- 
Woolsey opus second run and not 
more than $1,800 in view, so-so. 
Last week ‘Night Club Lady’ (Col) 
and ‘American Madness’ (Col) good 
at $2,200. 

Metropolitan (Conn) (3,700; 10- 
25-30)—‘Alias Mary Smith’ and 
vaude. House has had only one 
good week since it opened six weeks 
ago. Lucky if able to pluck $900 
for first half. Last half of last week 
‘Gold’ (Majestic) bad at $800. 


‘SHARK’ $12,000 AND 
DIX $9,000, NEWARK 


Newark, Oct. 3. 
‘Grand Hotel,’ at Loew’s, will 


head everything this week and may 
reach $18,000. “Tiger Shark,’ at the 
Branford, will come in second with 
around $12,000. 

M. S. Scheslinger has surprised 
by giving up legit at the Shubert 
and running vaudfilm. Eight inde- 
pendently booked acts and indie pic- 
tures at a top of 40c. It’s the only 
vaude in town. 

Warners opens the Mosque next 
week with double features of second 
runs. Have given up single fea- 
tures in neighborhoods and at the 
Capitol. 

Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-20-25- 
30-40-55-65), ‘Tiger Shark’ (WB). 
Should be near a sweet $12,000. Last 
week ‘Life Begins’ (FN) grand with 
$15,500. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35- 
50), ‘Big City Blues’ (WB) and ‘Last 
Mile’ (World Wide). Back to double 
features and will swing a nice $5,- 
000. Last week ‘Horse Feathers’ 
(Par), bad at $3,400. 
Little (Cinema) (299; 
Paradise’ (Pollack) 
Love’ (Syndicate). Expect nearly 
$2,000 on the Bali bally. Last week 
five days (changed to Thursday 
opening) of ‘Brand in der Oper’ 
(Emelke), weak at $400. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-40-55-65), 
‘Grand Hotel) (M-G). If holding up 
should get great $15,000. Last week 
‘Okay, America’ (U), weak at $7,500 
Newark: (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
40-55-65), ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par). 
Will do about $8,000, okay consider- 
ing picture replaced ‘Heritage of the 








50), ‘Isle of 
and ‘Latin 





Desert’ (Par) on Tuesday. The two 
(Continued on page 12) 
U Shelves ‘Marathon’; 


Wyler on ‘Destination’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
‘Dance Marathon,’ being written 
at Universal as an expose of non- 
stop hoofing, has been shelved tem- 
porarily. Studio couldn’t get enough 
plot into the story. 

William Wyler, who was to di- 
rect, goes on ‘Destination Unknown.’ 
sea story for Boris Karloff. Fol- 
lowing this Karloff will do ‘Invis- 
ible Man,’ which James Whale will 
direct, prior to doing ‘The Road 
3ack.’ Before starting on 
tion,’ Karloff will be loaned to Met- 
jro for one picture. 





Comparative Grosses for September 


sly reported weekly. 


y 





NEW YORK 


And ‘Lifetime’ Fair|_ Tota of grosses during September for towns and houses listed as previ- 


Dates given are the closing day of the week. 


































































































































































































‘Destina- | 














Sept. 3 Sept. 10 Sept. 17 Sept. 24 

CAPITOL Last Mile Blondie of the | Blondie of the | Grand Hotel 
High.$110,400 $46,000 Follies Follies $68,000 
Low.. 16,000} Stage Show $77,000 $58,000 

Lilyan Tash- (2d week) 
man 
Sophie 
Tucker een 
PAR- Night Club 70,000 Okay America Night of 

AMOUNT Lady Witnesses $32,000 June 13 
High. $95,000 $47,200 $62,900 (New Low) $64,800 
Low.. 32,000} Stage Show Phil Baker 

Jessel- Fannie Brice 
Talmadge 

_ ROXY First Year Down to The Crash Painted _ 
High $173,600 $40,000 Earth $58,000 Woman 
Low. ..28,000/ (5-day H. O.) $40,000 $28,000 

Stage Show (New Low). 

MAYFAIR Back Street Back Street Bird of Bird of 
High. $53,800 $24,000 $19,700 Paradise Paradise 
Low.. 7,200 (2d week) $27,000 $16,200 

(2d week) 

STRAND Two Against | Blessed Event | Blessed Event Life Begins 
High. wees World 0,000 $18,000 $35,000 
Low.. 8,000 $15,000 (8 days) (2a week) 

(24 week) 

PALACE White Age of Back Street Down to 
High. $41,000 Zombie Consent $21,300 Earth 
Low.. 8,000 $11,500 $11,400 Pola Negri $12,500 

Arthur Tracy ™ 
Sept. 3 Sept. 10 Sept. 17 Sept. Bee 

CHICAGO Blondie of Down to Successful The Crash 
High. $71,300 Follies Earth Calamity $37,000 
Low.. 27,200 $40,000 $38,000 $28,000 Mme. Schue- 

Stage Show mann-Heink 

ORIENTAL 70,000 Speak Easily Doctor X Night of 
High. $52,500} Witnesses $20,000 $18,000 June 13 
Low.. 16,000 $20,000 $21,000 

Stage Show 
STATE- Hollywood Passport to Night Club Those We 
LAKE Speaks Hell Lady Love 
High. $45,300 $16,000 $19,000 $16,000 $14,000 
Low.. 5,000 Vaude. ree 
Sept. 3 Sept. 10 Sept. 17 Sept. 24. 
LOEW’S Down to Blondie of Speak Easily Chandu 
STATE Earth “Follies $17,500 $14,000 
High. $48,000 $23,000 $23,700 
Low.. 10,000; Stage Show 
PAR- Devil and Love Me Love Me 70,000 

AMOUNT Deep Tonight Tonight Witnesses 
High. $57,800 $15,000 $26,500 $16,000 $19,000 
Low.. 8,000| Stage Show (2d week) 

WARNER’S | Two Against | Blessed Event | Blessed Event | Blessed Event 
HOLLYW’D World $16,800 $11,000 $11,250 
High. $37,800 $10,500 (2d week) (3d week) 
Low.. 6,500 (8 days) 

WARNER’S Doctor X Big City Two Against | Man Called 

DOWNT’'N $9,700 Blues World Back 
High. $38,000 Vaude. $7,000 $8,000 $8,400 
Low.. 7,000 

Sept. 3 Sept. 10 Sept. 17 Sept. 24 _ 
PAR- Night Club 70,000 Horse Night of 

AMOUNT Lady Witnesses Feathers June 13 
High. $80,000 $38,000 $40,000 $35,000 $43,100 
Low.. 21,900} Stage Show Belle Baker 

Harry 
Richman 
FOX Passport to First Year Down to Last Man 
High. Hell $27,000 Earth $10,000 
Low.. $7,000 $15,000 Reri 
Stage Show 

METRO- Speak Easily Last Mile Blondie of Grand Hotel 

POLITAN $18,000 $16,000 Follies $40,000 
High. Vaude. $29,500 Russ 
Low.. Columbo 

ALBEE Back Street Age of Bird of Okay America 
High. $40,500 $28,000 Consent Paradise 13,800 
Low.. 11,400 Vaude. $13,400 $22,200 

(Olsen & Kate Smith 
Johnson) 

STRAND Crooner Blessed Big City The Crash 
High. $8,000 Event Blues $12,500 
Low.. $14,700 $10,700 we 

Sept. 3 Sept. 10 Sept. 17 Sept. 24 _ 
PAR- 70,000 Love Me War Corre- Night of 

AMOUNT Witnesses Tonight spondent June 13 
High. $21,000 $9,600 $14,000 $13,100 $10,100 
Low.. 6,300 | Stage Show Mills Bros. 

FOX-POLI Back Street Bird of Down to American 
High. $26,000 and Paradise Earth Madness 
Low.. 4,000 Painted and and and 

Woman Divorce in Night Club Blondie of . 
$9,000 Family Lady Follies 
$7,000 $6,500 $7,800 

SHERMAN | What Price Doctor X Bring ’Em Successful 
High. $16,000} Hollywood and Back Calamity 
Low., 1,500 and Big City $5,500 $5,700 

Racetrack Blues 
$4,500 $4,500 “= 
DENVER 
Sept. 3 Sept. 10 Sept. 17 | __ Sept. 24 

DENVER Devil and Love Me Skyscraper Blondie of 
High. $27,700 Deep Tonight Souls Follies 
Low.. 7,000 $12,700 $15,800 $12,900 $12,000 

Stage Show Schumann- 
Heink - oe ee 
PAR- Speak Easily 70,000 Divorce in | Life Begins 

AMOUNT $5,700 Witnesses Family $4,900 
High. $22,000 $6,600 $5,200 
Low.. 2,200 oa 

ORPHEUM Hold ’Em Down to Congorilla | Bird of 
High. $20,000 Jail Earth $15,000 Paradise 
Low.. 10,000 $16,000 $17,000 Martin | $18,000 

Vaude. Johnsons | Blackstone 
(Floyd 
ribbons) _ = aa hae 

RIALTO Brown of Purchase Roar of Passport to 

High. $4,500 Culver Price Dragon | Hell 
Low.. __1,900 $2,250 $3,200 =| = $3,250. | $3,000 __ 








(Continued on page 22) 
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Ottawa Stage Set for Action on 








British Film Preference vs. Tax: 
Look for Sales-on-Merit Market 





- 


Ottawa, Oct. 3. 

The stage is set for the opening of 
the first session of the 1933 Parlia- 
ment Oct. 6, when actual develop- 
ments will take place with respect 
to the proposals and agreements of 
the Imperial Economic Conference 
which held the Empire floor last 
July and August. The cererr onials 
and preliminaries of the session will 
consume a week after which, on 
Oct. 13, Hon. E. N. Rhodes, Cana- 
dian Minister of Finance, will bring 
down his budget which will be ac- 
companied by Government resolu- 
tions on taxation and tariffs, to im- 
plement the general agreements 
with other British countries. These 
changes will become automatically 
effective with their reading of the 
resolutions in the Canadian Com- 
mons. 

There are definite indications that 
the moving picture industry and ex- 
hibitors will come within the scope 
of fiscal adjustments, but what 
these are will not be known until 
Oct.. 13. One recommendation of 
the Imperial Parley was that a spe- 
cial levy should be imposed on for- 
eign films imported into British Do- 
minions based on the rental value 
of each film, this to be applied 
against United States, French, Ger- 
man and Russian product and to be 
paid by exhibitors. 

At the same time, Canada’s dele- 
gates at the Conference showed a 
distinct inclination toward an in- 
crease in preference for British film 
imports. A quota system in favor 
of British pictures was not favored 

(Continued on page 12) 


PAR TALKS U. S. SALES 
FOR JOINVILLE OUTPUT 


Paramount and Max Goldberg are 
talking numbers in negotiations for 
the latter to handle Par’s Joinville 
produced product for the United 
States. Mostly the pictures Gold- 
berg wants to distribute here are 
French and German. 

Goldberg, as exhibitor, operates 
the Europa theatres in New York, 
Philadelphia and Baltimore. He 
also distributes a number of pic- 
tures, mostly German, as Associated 
Cinemas. With the taking over of 
the Par product, should the deal be 
concluded, he would spread his dis- 
tribution wings considerably. 


B. I. Attached 


British International Pictures, 
Ltd., had an attachment of $4,415 
filed against it by Harry Lewis, 
lawyer, of 220 West 42nd street. 

Lewis claims the money due him 
for legal services rendered. 


Canned Music Canned 


Stockholm, Sept. 22. 

Hollywood trained soundmen are 
Surprised at the Swedish film stu- 
dios to find that much of,the mu- 
sical synchronization comes from 
American records which are woven 
into the action. 

Music is taken off discs and put 
On special sound track, then in- 
corporated into action of native 
films. It saves money and gives 
the fans good music, with no one 
the wiser. 


LUDWIG’S FIRST FILM 


Berlin, Oct. 3. 

Emil Ludwig is writing an origi- 
nal for the screen, his first, to be 
titled ‘Beethoven and the Ninth 
Symphony.’ Picture will be more or 
less biographical and will have 
Fritz Kortner, ace German actor, as 
the German composer, 
_ Oscar Gluck company is pro- 
ducing and arrangements are being 
Made to do the film in both German 
and French. 




















Brussels Tax Plea 
Brussels, Sept. 24. 

Prime Minister Renkin has prom- 
Ised to consider a request made by 
the Belgian Cinematograph Associ- 
ation for a reduction of state taxa- 
tion, 

Unless the demand ts met, wt ts 


said, a number of halls will go 
dark. 








BIP Pays 5% Dividend, 
Net for Year $388,000 


London, Oct. 3. 
British International and Asso- 





ciated British Cinemas, the BIP 
theatre chain, have declared divi- 
dends of 5% for the year. Previ- 


ous year the payment was 8% but 
generally felt in Pritish trade circles 
that the current statement is an ex- 
tremely satisfactory one under cur- 
rent conditions. 

British International’s statement 
for the year just ended shows a 
net profit of about $388,00 for the 
year, as opposed to a net for the 
previous year of about $645,600. 
ABC’s current statement shows a 
profit for the year of about $394,000. 

In the BIP, John Maxwell an- 
nounced that about $345,000 had 
been taken from the general reserve 
fund to offset possible delay in re- 
covering moneys due from foreign 
language versions, despite the fact 
that BIP has now stopped making 
these. 

At the same time about $117,560 
from current profits has been added 
to the reserve fund, in order to keep 
it above the $862,500 mark. 


CANADA BUYS LESS U. S., 
MORE BRITISH FOOTAGE 


Ottawa, Oct. 3. 

In view of prospective develop- 
ments affecting the exchanges and 
exhibitors through legislation of the 
Parliamentary session opening Oct. 
6 in Ottawa, figures of Canada’s film 
trade with the United States and the 
United Kingdom for the past two 
years are appropriate. 

Government statistics show a de- 
cline in films imported from the 
United States but an increase in 
imports from Great Britain. 

For the fiscal year ending March 
31 last, films from the U. S. A. 
totaled 8,315,774 feet, valued at 
$706,918, as compared with 15,046,- 
579 feet during the previous 12 
months which had a valuation of 
$1,232,028. 

Film imports from the United 
Kingdom for the two years were as 
follows: 1932, 1,316,449 feet, valued 
at $104,306; 1931, 1,068,543 feet, val- 
ued at $87,778. Film imports from 
Great Britain for the 1930 fiscal year 
totaled approximately 500,000 feet, 








_or less than half of the total foot- 
| age for the following year. 





Li'l Brown Mickey 


Tokio, Sept. 3. 

Mickey Mouse is about to get a 
Japanese cousin. American car- 
toons have proven so popular here 
that Sohochiku is preparing to pro- 
duce a series of local made sound 
cartoons along the same lines in 
the Komata studios. 

Character will be an animal along 
the American lines, but with recog- 
nizable Japanese features. 








Russia’s New Market 


Stockholm, Sept. 22. 

Arty Russian films become box- 
office power in the Baltic States 
when exhibitors met and stated 
that filmgoers of Letland, Estland 
and Lithuania were tired of Ger- 
man and American films and 
wanted something they could un- 
derstand. 

Result was that new film from 
Moscow of young Richard Tauberg, 
Soviet art genius, cleaned up in all 
these three countries formerly be- 
longing to Russia. 

Move now is to introduce more 
Russian films, especially those with 
not too much propaganda. 





Feature Cut to 16 Mins. 
Stockholm, Sept. 20. 
Thor Brooks, formerly with Para- 
mount in Hollywood, has been en- 
gaged to cut ‘Kronan’s Rollare’ with 
a view to American showing. This 
is art film about Swedish railways 
made by Bogge, ace cameraman. 
Runs about 90 minutes now, but 
Brooks contends 16 minutes fs all 
Americans will stand 





Won’t Gamble 





London, Oct. 3. 

For the opening tonight 
(Monday), of the Bayswater 
theatre, just outside London, 
management wanted Clive 
Brook to broadcast a salutation 
to the audience from Holly- 
wood via telephone and ampli- 
fication. It fell through be- 
cause the telephone company 
wouldn't agree. 

Phone chiefs said they were 
afraid the amplification in the 
theatre might not work well, 
and those in the audience 
might therefore be discouraged 
from ever using trans-Atlan- 
tic phone lines. 











U. A. MAY BUILD 
THEATRE IN 
LONDON 


United Artists may build a de 
luxe theatre in London’s West End. 
Inside report from London is to the 
effect that Murray Silverstone, U.A. 
head in London, and B. S. Moss, 
New York theatre man, have had 
several secret meetings for the dis- 
cussion of details, with a likelihood 
that when and if the Luilding starts 
Moss will be interested. 

In the New York office of the 
United Artist any knowledge of the 
proposition is denied, but it is ad- 
mitted that U.A. may be forced to 
build in London andi has discussed 
the possibility. The Moss angle, 


claims New York, is completely 
new. 
United Artists has beer offered 


lease and purchase of several Lon- 
don theatres, best of the properties 
being the Dominion. Company 
does not feel, however, that any of 
these theatres is sufficiently well 
situated for West End trade and 
frankly admits that it would rather 
build than go into a house that does 
not qualify for show case purposes. 

Company now has an important 
list of product for British release, 
including the British and Dominion 
and Columbia pictures, and feels it 
is worth investment to make the 
proper display. 

Currently United Artists has the 
Dominion on a three months’ per- 
centage arrangement, with that time 
up in about five weeks. By then, 
home office execs of the company 
say, the company will have either 
found a suitable London spot to 
purchase or will begin seriously the 
operation of building. 





Soviet Crashes Paree 


Paris, Sept. 24. 

Soviets have made a decisive 
move for releasing their films in 
France, and to that end have ac- 
quired an ‘in’ at the Pigalle. 

First film to be shown there will 
be ‘Road to Life,’ directed by Nico- 
las Ekk. 


UA. Going After Sales Hook-Ups 
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Metro Intends European 





‘also leaves in 


|duction hasn't been set as yet. Pel- 








Of Native-Mades 
England Set, 
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Production in Six Weeks 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Departure of Fred Pelton, Satur- 
day (i), for Europe is the first step 
in Metro's continental production 
of foreign versions, to be started 
within six weeks. Pelton, who sails 
on the Paris, Oct. 8, takes with him 
Giovinni Del Longo, director, Clindo 
Ceccarini, sound engineer and Mar- 
tin Sobelman, cutter. 

He will .engage studio space in 
Paris and Rome, but initial pro- 


ton returns after getting unit or- 
‘anized. George Kahn, head of 
Metro’s foreign department here, 


a month, on com- 
pletion of current multi-linguals in 
production, to head European ac- 
tivities. 


OSTRER, GELL GO HOME; 
AMERICAN VISIT VAIN 


Mark Ostrer and William Gell, 
directors of British Gaumont, sailed 
Friday on their return trip to Lon- 
don after a six weeks’ New York 
visit. 

Couple came over primarily to 
talk to Universal about distributing 
U product in England and to talk to 
Sidney Kent about ironing out the 
Fox-G-B differences. U deal fell 
through, and the Fox thing will 
wait until Kent goes back to Lon- 
don in a couple of weeks. ’ 

While here the G-B New York 
office, under management of Arthur 
Lee, previously their local agent, 
was opened. 


Metro Exports 3 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 


Metro sent back to Europe this 
week two French actresses and one 
German writer whom they had 
under contract. They are Isabelle 
Kloucovsky who did French dub- 
bing on Joan Crawford and Paula 
Marsa who did Marie Dressler 
dubbing. Writer is Fritz Faulken- 
stein. 

















Par Shorts in German 
Berlin, Oct. 8. 
Paramount is arranging to have 
six short subjects dubbed into Ger- 
man here by one of the local com- 
panies, 


on World Scale: 
France Likely Next 


United Artists has decided to go 
into the world distributing thing on 
a greatly expanded scale, with in- 
dications in New York that the re- 
cent U.A. deal with British & Do- 
minions is but the forerunner of 
similar deals in other world spots. 
France is likely to be the next move, 
though a French producing com- 
pany has not yet been decided on. 

Idea is for the company to be- 
come in actuality the United Art- 
ists Corp. of the World, originally 
intended but more or less dropped 
for the past few years. Company 
feels it is essentially a distributing 
organization and with current quota 
regulations throughout the world 
hurting international distribution 
of American-made product, it ought 
to concentrate on local product in 
countries outside of the United 
States. 

United Artists has the B. & D. 
product for distribution throughout 
the world, but doesn't figure on it 
much outside of British territories. 
Same would be true of French 
product it would get if deal goes 
through for the acquisition of some 
French producing company’s output. 
Germany is not figured on for the 
time being, cut may line up later, as 
also may Spanish territories. 

Spread Out Overhead 


According to execs of U.A. it is 
better to apply the already exist- 
ing U.A. distribution machinery 
throughout the world to local prod- 
uct than to attempt to stretch it for 
American yroduct under current 
conditions. U.A. figures there must 
be a company or two producing ac- 
ceptable local market product in 
almost every important world cen- 
ter that would welcome U.A. al- 
liance. By tying up with these 
companies U.A. would gain local 
prestige and be able better to push 
its cwn group of pictures from 
Holly yood in foreign markets. 
Also the company would be able to 
spread its overhead on a bigger 
program of product and would not 
be forced to cut down all around as 
other U.S. companies must. 

From the standpoint of Europeans 
it is a good arrangement, because, 
while U.A. has world market pres- 
tige, it has a comparatively small 
list of productions of its own to 
push, thus practically insuring the 
foreigners a square deal. 


LONDON LIBRARIES BUY 
FOR FILM ‘GRAND HOTEL’ 


London, Sept. 24. 
The premiere of the film, ‘Grand 
Hotel,’ at the Palace this week was 
one of the rare occasions when the 











First attempt of the kind, and 
may lead, if it works, to a new 
tangent. 





U. §.-Made Italian Language Films 
Qutnumber Product in Home Land 





Just as many, or more, Italian 
talkers, are now being made outside 
of Italy as in that country, with 
America leading the field. Half a 
dozen Italian talkers are now in 
production in New York by that 
many indie companies and a few 
Italian language films are being 
made in France and Germany. 

Most recent American-Italian film 
company has been formed by Chev. 
Cito Formisano and P. De Croce. 
Two pictures are to be made before 
December, first going into work at 
the Standard Studio, N. Y. It’s un- 
titled as yet, but has a Neapolitan 
background and songs, with the cast 
headed by Ciro Formisano and Nina 
De Charny. 

Angelo de Vito has just completed 
shooting of an Italian talker in New 
York entitled ‘Senz’a Mamma ‘’e 
Namurata’ (‘Without Mother or 
Sweetheart’). It’s being cut now, 
with release expected in about a 
week, 

Chev. Rosario Romeo has an old 
Italian silent, ‘Amore e Morte’ (‘Life 
or Death’), which he fixed up with 





(Continued on page 12) 
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Super Titles Printed 
Direct on Positives 


Budapest, Sept. 15. 
One of the problems of foreign 
versions is that of superimposing 
titles for small countries for which 
no special language versions are 
made. Process used up till now 
consists of making a new negative 


film from the positive copy, insert- 
ing titles in this new negative and 
recopying again, the new positive 
copy being used for projection. 
The picture, and still more the 
sound, suffers in the process. Sev- 
eral distributors are now experi- 





libraries made a buy for a picture. 

The opening night the seats were 
scaled up to $6 apiece, and so great 
was the demand that in addition to 
the regular opening evening per- 
formance there was a midnight 
press show at the Palace and an- 
other there the following morning, 
all three packed. 

The last occasion when the li- 
braries made a deal for a picture 
was Chaplin’s ‘City Lights.” They 
have made an outright buy for a 
few weeks with an option for ex- 
tension. 


Oberammergau Film 


Berlin, Oct. 3. 

Oberammergau Passion Play will 
be screened next summer while 
actually in presentation and made 
into a feature length picture. Some 
talk of doing this before, but it’s 
never come to more than chat. 

Understood now that the Emelka 
company has the project tied up 
and is making arrangements for 
werld distribution. 











_—* 


No. Africa Booms 
Paris, Sept. 24. 
Quick development of North Afri- 








menting with a new Swedish in-| 
vention, the principal asset of which 
is inserting titles simply by a print- 
ing process into the original posi-|! 
tive. 

Although experiments are not} 
wholly satisfactory yet, there seems | 
every chance of making the new 
process practicable. 


; terest in 


can film business, which seems ime 
mune from slumps, is causing the 
French to take a special interest in 
that territory. 

Following Osso’s tieup with the 
Tenoudji North African interests, 
Philippe de Becker of the Brockliss 
company has acquired theatre in- 
Algiers and Tunis, 
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Rain and Hail Too Unusual for 
Calif. and Jazzes Studio Plans 





Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Double crossing the Chamber of 
Commerce and the All Year Club of 
California, rain came last Wednes- 
day, mixed up with a little hail, 


and remained here until Saturday, 
making the locals look a bit chumpy. 

Pictures took a rap through the 
rain holding up production and 
messing up a few pictures in work. 
A Buck Jones western at Columbia 
had its location punctured when 
hail went through the sets. At the 
studio, production was stopped 
when the patter of rain and hail 
interfered with sound recording. 

Metro also took a production jolt 
with reverse English. Studio was 
shower sequence for 
‘Kongo,’ with mechanically con- 
trolled rain doing its stuff. When 
the real rain appeared, light bulbs 
began to blow out, due to the damp- 
ness on their exteriors. Cameras, 
too, were gummed up by the show- 
ers. Altogether, the real rain and 
Metro’s manufactured showers did 
not get along. 

Production at other studios, on 
both interiors and exteriors, were 
intermittently halted during the 
four days, the unusual weather get- 
ting the blame. 

Native sons claim it is the first 
time rain has hit L.A. before De- 
cember in six years. They can’t 
figure how come the change in the 
damp dates unless it is Democratic 
propaganda. 





NEWARK 


(Continued from page 10) 


did $7,700 (mostly ‘Venus’) last 
week. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-40- 
55-65), ‘Hell’s Highway’ (Radio). 
Film won’t draw many femmes but 
will do a fair $9,000. Last week, 
second of ‘Paradise’ (Radio), okay 
with $8,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15- 
40-55), ‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) and 
Schmeling-Walker fight. Opened 
all dolled up. Fight film sure to 
draw here and bill due for a nice 
$8,000. 


‘PREZ’ $11,500 IN CINCY 
AND ‘CABIN’ $7,200, OK 


Cincinnati, Oct. 3. 

Another black ink week currently 
for the leading screen emporiums. 
Night football games at stadiums 
of two local universities no serious 
b. o. hurt. Matinee biz over week- 
end, however, slackened by world’s 
series radioing. 

Talmadge and Jessel, on Albee 
stage, are magneting $20,000. The 
Ufa, intimate cinema, under way 
— ‘Congress Dances,’ for hefty 
take. 








Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-80)— 
‘Okay America’ (U) and Talmadge- 
Jessel revue. Prospects for okay 


$20,000. Last week ‘70,000 Wit- 
nesses’ (Par) and F-M unit, with 
Mme. Schumann-Heink, a disap- 


pointing $15,700. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55)— 
‘Phantom President’ (Par). Attract- 
ing laugh customers for a good 
$11,500. Last week ‘Dangerous 
Game’ (Radio) $8,800, away off. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55)— 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Registering 
$7,000 in second week after sock 
$15,000 first seven days. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-55)— 
‘Divorcement’ (Radio) Weak at 
$6,500. Last week ‘June 13’ (Par) 
$7,400, mild. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
*Cabin in Cotton’ (FN). Bette Davis 
seems responsible for $7,200, dandy. 
Last week ‘Life Begins’ (FN) built 
to excellent $6,700. 

Grand (RKO) (1,550; 15-30)— 
‘Paradise’ (Radio) and ‘Million Dol- 
lar Legs’ (Par). Split week. ‘Par- 
adise, a second run, opened strong 
and likely will continue in second 
half. Might hit $3,500, fair. 
week ‘Back Street’ (U) justified 
feven Aay showing with good $4,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,060; 15-25)— 
‘County Fair’ (Mon.) and ‘Reckon- 
ing’ (Peerless). Split week. A 
fair $2,200 indicated. Last week 
‘Texas Gun Fighter’ (Tiff) and ‘Sea 
Ghost’ (Hollywood) $2,300. 


Ufa (400; 30-40) — ‘Congress 
Dances’ (UA). This house, styling 
itself ‘an art center’ and playing 


mostly German product, opened sec- 
ond week Saturday (1). All sheets 


* generous in praise of initial week's 


attraction, which should get $2,300, 
great. Auditorium is 
Masonic Temple. 


Last | 





Ottowa Parley 


(Continued from page 11) 
by Canada. In view of this atti- 
tude, it is not expected that Can- 
ada will adopt aé_e special tax 
against foreign films at the sess- 
ion about to open, but will grant a 
reduced duty on films imported 
from the United Kingdom. There 
are those who go so far as to pre- 
dict free entry for British films. 
This is looked upon as the alterna- 
tive to British film quotas as a tax 
on films from the United States and 
other countries. Increased prefer- 
ence for British pictures would sat- 
isfy most everybody in Canada and, 
at the same time, would constitute 
patriotic encouragement for British 
product for which there has been 
some agitation over a considerable 
period, 

Still Quality Basis 
At present the duty against 
United States films works out at 
3c per foot, as against ic per foot 
against films from the United King- 
dom. If free entry is granted the 
latter, there would be a 100% in- 
crease in the preference, British 
producers would gain an advantage 
in the Canadian market but all pic- 
tures would continue to be booked 
on a merit basis. There would be 
no artificial conditions in the thea- 
tre field in Canada, in other words. 
The Canadian Government would 
be in the position of having done 
something for British producers, 
but the real effort would still be 
up to the British companies in the 
way of marketing in an open field. 
One important factor that the 
Canadian Government has had to 
keep in mind is the attitude of 
French Canada. The French-Cana- 
dians are a very solid bloc politi- 
cally and they exert a greater in- 
fluence in the Dominion than their 
actual numbers would indicate. This 
was one good reason why Canada, 
as a whole, could not eniertain the 
idea of a British quota requirement. 
An indication of the situation is 
found in the editorial from Le So- 
leil, a daily newspaper that is a 
mouthpiece of the French-language 
adherents of Quebec, as follows: 
‘We would fight to the death any 
suggestion that the quota should af- 
fect our French talkies. Thousands 
of French-Canadians go every eve- 
ning to the talking theatre which 
reproduces views of France, to learn 
their own tongue once again and to 
enjoy an entertainment more akin 
to their own souls than any spec- 
tacle produced in Hollywood or 
England.’ 
Through efforts of Louis Cote, 
member of. Parliament, the Ontario 
government has decided to permit 
showing of French films in Ontario 
theatres without censorship or cen- 
sor fee, providing films previously 
have been approved by the province 
of Quebec censor board for showing 
in Quebec province. 

Politically this means a big con- 
cession to the French Canadians in 
Ontario. It is first time one prov- 
ince has accepted the censorship 
rulings of another province. 

There are 35 theatres in Eastern 
Canada which are exclusively 
French in their film and stage en- 
tertainment. There are three first- 
run French theatres in Montreal. 
French films are imported in quant- 
ity from France for their operation. 
During the past year 60 features 
and various short subjects were im- 
ported from France, 

At the same time, organized inde- 
pendent exhibitors across Canada 
have protested strongly against any 
Government move-that would dis- 
turb their privilege of buying pic- 
tures on their merit in the open 
market, 


Ricketson’s Added Duties 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

In addition to his duties as head 
of the Rocky Mountain division for 
Fox West Coast, Rick Ricketson 
will take over the Montana terri- 
tory, relieving Bill Stegge, who goes 
to Great Falls as city manager for 
the circuit, 

Division headquarters is 
moved from Salt Lake to 
by Ricketson. 





being 
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RKO’s Day Off 





RKO has reinstated the day 
off for theatres employees but 
it’s on a depresh basis. The 
‘day off’ last from 12 o'clock, 
noon, till 7 p.m. 

Once every two weeks. 











U. S.-Italians 
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sound and taik,in New York. This 
film got its reléase at the Selwyn, 
N. Y., Saturday night (1). 

Italo-American New Jersey Co., of 
Newark, N. J., is preparing distribu- 
tion on a local made Italian film 
entitled ‘Genevieve.’ 

16 Subjects Ready 
Comm. Clemente Giglio is having 
some sound scenes shot in New 
York for insertion in an old Italian 
film titled ‘U’ Festino e’ a Legge.’ 
(‘The Fiesta and the Law’). 

These pictures, added to several 
Cesare films just over from Rome 
for Frank Portale and about six 
Cines-Pittaluga films to be distrib- 
uted by Transcontinental Films, 
means about 16 Italian sound films 
or talkers to be distributed in the 
United States within the next couple 
months, 

Sudden boom in Italian produc- 
tion in New York is due to the fact 
that there are only two studios in 
all Italy where film production is 
currently possible, the Cines-Pitta- 
luga, and the Cesare studios. Re- 
cently eztablished studios of Mario 
Luporini are for dubbing purposes 
only, and both the established regu- 
lar studios are pretty full with pro- 
ductions of their own. Also, it is fig- 
ured by the indie producers that 
they have a good chance of making 
money by quickie production on a 
short bankroll in New York, the 
films to be shown in the Italian 
nabes. 

Italians in this country have not 
shown a too keen interest in their 
own language films because these 
generally have been of too high a 
quality, with the new horde of pro- 
ducers figuring that cheap pictures, 
but with Neapolitan singing and 
background are sufficient to the 
purpose. Angle is not to bother 
with first run or class houses for 
the pictures, but get negative costs 
back from dime houses in Italian 
nabes. 

Later hope is to send the films to 
Italy, there again selling only to 
subsequent run houses. 


Exhib’s Suit Settled by 
Omaha Film Bd., MPPDA 


Lincoin, Neb., Oct. 3. 
Nick Paper, former theatre owner 
here, was accorded satisfaction in 
his suit charging restraint of trade 
naming the Omaha Film Board of 
Trade and the MPPDA, The case 
had been hanging fire with dam- 
ages listed at over $1,000,000 for 
more than a year. It was settled 
out of court for an unnamed sum. 


Studio Placements 


‘Island of 








Leila Hyams, Lost 
Souls,’ Par. 

Nancy Carroll, Frances Dee, ‘The 
Good Thing,’ Par. Norman Taurog 
to direct. 

James Marcus, ‘Pier 13,’ Par. 
Jack Hoxie, Marceline Day, ‘Out- 
lav, Justice,’ Henry Goldstone-Ma- 
jestic. 

Richard Cromwell borrowed from 
Columbia for ‘Son Daughter’ at 


Metro. 

Karol Kay, ‘Second-Hand Wife,’ 
Fox. 

Tempe Pigott, Douglas Scott, 
Bonita Granville, ‘Cavalcade,’ Fox. 


Irene Dunne, ‘The Ace,’ Radio. 
Hilda Vaughan, Joseph Bernard, 
‘Man and Wife,’ Radio. 
Thomas Jackson, ‘Phantom Fame,’ 
Radio. 
Purnell Pratt, Skeets Gallagher, 
‘The Betrayal,’ Majestic. 
John Miljan, ‘Son 
Metro. 
Katharine Hepburn, ‘Three Came 
Unarmed,’ Radio. 
Arline Judge, ‘Pengvin Poo] Mur- 
der,’ Radio. 
Myrna Loy (replacing Karen Mor- 
ley), ‘Animal Kingdom,’ Radio. 
Lita Chevret, ‘Goldie,’ J. G. Bach- 
man production for Radio. 

George Vandel, ‘Penguin 
Murder,’ Radio. 

Al Ray signs termer to direct for 
Allied. 

Nancy Carroll, Frances Dee, ‘The 
Good Thing,’ Par. 


Daughter,’ 


Pool 





Serine Esther Howard, Helen Vinson, 
Ora Haswell, ‘Second Hand Wife,’ 
Another C. & K. — 

Hollywood, Oct. 3. James Murray, Frank McGlynn, 
Next ‘Cohens and Kellys,’ with | Donald Cook, Roscoe Karns, ‘Com- 

George Sidney and Charles Murray, |™9°? Ground, WE. ih eat 
5 s a hy: Ben Hendricks, Jr., ‘Let’s Go, 

goes into production at 1 niversal | MGM. 

Oct. 31. Brooke Benedict, Joseph E. Ber- 





Hollywood Production 


Week of Oct. 3 


(Pictures now filming, or about to start, are listed below alphabetically 


by studios. Symbols 
S—Star.) 
COLUMBIA 
‘Obey the Law’ 
(4th week) 


D—D. Ross Lederman 
David Selman 


A—Charles Condon 
Cc—Ben Kline 
Cast— 

Bob Ellis 


George Ernest 
Wm. Collier, Jr. 
Wheeler Oakman 
Robert Ellis 
‘Reckless Romance’ 
(2nd week) 
D—George Seitz 
Cast— 
Buck Jones 
Shirley Grey 


Robt. Ellis 
‘No More Orchids’ 
(3rd week) 


D—Walter Lang 

A—Grace Perkins 
Gertrude Purcell 

Cast— 
Carole Lombard 
Walter Connolly 
Lyle Talbot 
Louise Closser Hale 
Jamison Thomas 
Allen Vincent 
Ruthelna Stevens 


FOX 
‘Walking Down Broadway’ 
(ith week) 

D—Eric von Streheim 
A—Dawn Powell 
Cast— 

James Dunn 

Minna Gombell 

Zasu Pitts 

Boots Mallory 

Terrence Ray 

‘Call Her Savage’ 

(4th week) 

D—John F. Dillon 
A—tTiffany Thayer 
Cast— 

Clara Bow 

Thelma Todd 

Gilbert Roland 

Monroe Owsley 

Willard Robertson 

Estelle Taylor 
‘Tess of ss te Coun- 


(Sth week) 
D—Alfred Santell 
A—Grace Miller White 
Cast— 

Janet Gaynor 
Charles Farrell 
Dudley Digges 
Evalyn Knapp 
Edward Pawley 
George Meeker 
Claude Gillingwater 
Matty Kemp 

‘Pier 13’ 

(2nd week) 
D—Raoul Walsh 
A—Barry Connors 

Philip Klein 
Arthur Kober 
Cast— 

Joan Bennett 
Spencer Tracy 
Marion Burns 
Henry B. Walthall 
George Walsh 

‘Cross Pull’ 

(3rd week) 
D—Walter Mayo 
A—Hal G. Evarts 
Cast— 

Janet Chandler 
Onslow Stevens 

El Brendel 
Mitchell Harris 
‘Second Hand Wife’ 

(2nd week) 
D—Hamilton McFadden 
A—Kathleen Norris 

Hamilton McFadden 


y Eilers 
Ralph Bellamy 
‘Last Man on Earth’ 
Spanish 
(ist week) 
D—James Tinling 
S—Ragul Roulien 
INTERNATIONAL 
‘Gun Law’ 
(Henry Goldstone) 
D—Lew Collins 
‘Gambling Sex’ 
«Burton King) 
(2nd week) 
D—Fred Newmeyer 
A—F. McGrew Willis 
C—Ed. Kull 
Cast— 
Ruth Hall 
Grant Withers 
John St. Polis 
METRO 
‘Rasputin’ 
(12th week) 
D—Charles Brabin 
A—No credits 
Cast— 
John Barrymore 
Ethel Barrymore 
Lionell Barrymore 
Ralph Morgan 
Diana Wynward 
Tad Alexander 
Reginald Barlow 
Louise Closser Hale 
Brandon Hurst 
Cc. Henry Gordon 
‘Mask of Fu Manchu’ 
(9th week) 
D—Charles Vidor 
A—Sax Rohmer 
Cast— 
Boris Karloff 
Chas. Starrett 
Karen Morley 
Myrna Loy 
Lawrence Grant 
Jean Hersholt 
David Torrance 
Lewis Stone 


are: D—Director, A—Author, C—Cameraman, 
‘Red Dust’ Leila Bennett 
(8th week) ‘Animal Kingdom’ 


D—Victor Fleming 
A—wWilson Tollison 
Cast— 
Clark Gable 
Jean Harlow 
Mary Astor 
Gene Raymond 


Tully Marshall 
Forrester Harvey 
‘Flesh’ 
(Ist week) 


D—John Ford 
Earl Taggart 
c—Arthur Edeson 
Cast— 
Wallace Beery 
Jean Hersholt 
Ricardo Cortez 
Greta Meyer 


‘Let’s Go’ 


(ist week) 
D—Harry Pollard 
A—E.. J. Rath 

Byron Morgan 


Cast— 
William Haines 
Cliff Edwards 
Madge Evans 
MONOGRAM 
‘West of the Rockies’ 
(ist week) 
D—Phil Rosen 
S—Bob Steele 
‘Guilty of Not Guilty’ 


(Allied) 
(3rd week) 
D—Al Ray 


A—Arthur Hoerl 
Francis Hyland 

Cast— 
Betty Compson 
Clauata Dell 
Tom Douglas 
George Irving 
Walter Percival 
Bill Davidson 
Wheeler Oakman 
Louis Alberni 
Erin LaBissoniere 
George Melford 
Clinton Lyle 
Bob Kline 
Vola Gale 


PARAMOUNT 


‘He Learned About Women’ 


(3rd week) 
D—Lloyd Corrigan 
A—Lloyd Corrigan 

Harlan Thompson 
Ray Harris 
Cast— 
Stuart Erwin 
Allison Skipworth 
Adrienne Ames 
Gordon Westcott 
Jameson Thomas 


‘If I Had a Million’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Staff Directors 
A—Stafft Writers 


‘Undercover Man’ 
(ist week) 
D—James Flood 
Cast— 
George Raft 
Nancy Carroll 
Island of Lost Souls’ 
(ist week) 
D—Earl Kenton 


‘Wild Horse Mesa’ 
(ist week) 
D—Henry Hathaway 
RADIO 


‘Men of America’ 
(4th week) 
D—Ralph Ince 
A—Humphrey Pearson 
Henry McCarthy 
Samuel Ornitz 
Cast— 
Bill Boyd 
Dorothy Wilson 
Chic Sale 
Henry Armetta 
Alphonse Ethier 
Eugene Strong 
‘Phantom Fame’ 
(4th week) 
D—Gregory LaCava 
A—Harry Reichenbach 
Bartlett Cormack 
Corey Ford 
C—Bert Glennon 
Cast— 
Lee Tracy 
Lupe Velez 
Eugene Pallette 
Frank Morgan 
James Donlin 
Robert McKenzie 
Shirley Chambers 


‘Penguin Pool Murder’ 


(4th week) 
D—George Archinbaud 
A—Stuart Palmer ° 

Willis Goldbeck 
Robt. Benchley 
C—Henry Gerrard 


Cast— 
Edna May Oliver 
Robert Armstrong 
Donald Cook 
James Gleason 
Mae Clarke 
Clarence H. Wilson 


‘Man, Woman and Wife’ 
4th week) 
D—J. Walter Ruben 
A—No Credits 
C—Eddie Cronjager 
Cast— 
Irene Dunne 
Charles Bickford 
Gwili Andre 
Eric Linden 
Christian Rub 


(ist week) 
D—Edw. H. Griffith 
A—Philip Barry 

Horace Jackson 

Cast— 

Ann Harding 

Leslie Howard 

William Gargan 

Myrna Loy 

Neil Hamilton 

Iika Chase 

Henry Stephenson 

SENNETT 

‘The Betrayal’ 

(Majestic) 

(2nd week) 
D—Christie Cabanne 
Cast— 

Greta Nissen 
Lew Cody 
Mary Brian 
Skeets Gallagher 
TIFFANY 
‘Uptewn New York’ 
(World Wide) 

(ist week) 
D—Victor Schirtzinger 
A—Vina Delmar 

Warren B. Duff 
UNITED ARTISTS 
‘Kid From Spain’ 

(9th week) 
D-—Leo McCarey 
A>-William A. McGuire 
Cast— 

Eddie Cantor 
Lyda Roberti 
Ruth Hall 
John Miljan 
Robert Young 
Staniey Fields 
UNIVERSAL 
‘Ss. O. 8S. Iceberg’ 

(18th week) 

D—Dr. Arnold Fanck 


A—Lt. Comm. Frank Wead 


Dr. Arnold Fanck 
Cc—Hans Schneeberger 
Cast— 

Gibson Gowland 

Leni Reinfenstahl 


Sepp Rist 
Ernst Udet 
‘Nagana’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Ernst L. Frank 
A—Dale Van Every 
Don Ryan 
Cast— 


Tala Birell 
Melvyn Douglas 
Onslow Stevens 
‘Imhotep’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Carl Freund 
A—Richard Schayer 
Nina Wilcox Putnam 
John Balderston 
Cast— 
Boris Karloff 
Zita Johann 
David Manners 
Arthur Byron 
WARNER 
‘42nd Street’ 
(2nd week) 
D—Lloyd Bacon 
A—Bradford Ropes 
James Seymour 
Whitney Bolton 
Cast— 
Bebe Daniels 
George Brent 
Dick Powell 
Guy Kibbee 
Ginger Rogers 
Ruby Keeler 
Frank McHugh 
‘The Wax Museum’ 
(ist week) 
D—Michael Curtiz 
A—Charles S. Belden 
Don Mullally 
Carl Erickson 
Cast— 
Lionel Atwill 
Glenda Farrell 
Fay Wray 
Helen Vinson 
Frank McHugh 
‘Lawyer Man’ 
(3rd week) 
D—William Dieterle 


Al Alborn 
A—Mark S. Popkin 
Max Trell 

C—Robt. Kurrle 


Cast— 
William Powell 
Joan Blondell 
Sheila Terry 
Helen Vinson 
Harold Huber 
Alan Dinehart 
Claire Dodd 
Allen Jenkins 
‘Employees’ Entrance’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Roy Del Ruth 
A—David Boehm 
Robt. Presneil 
Cast— 
Warren William 
Loretta Young 
Wallace Ford 
Alice White 
Albert Gran 
Allen Jenkins ° 
Marjorie Gateson 
‘Parachute’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Al Green 
A—Rian James 
John Francis 
Cast— 


Larkin 


Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 


Betty Davis 
Frank McHugh 
Lyle Talbot 

Leo Carrillo 
Shiela Terry 
Harold Huber 
Claire Dodd 
Geo. Pat Collins 





nard, Hilda Vaughn, ‘Man and Wife,’ 


Radio. 


Robert Rose, stunt man, technical 
advisor for ‘Lucky Devils,’ Radio. 
é Donald 
‘Animal Kingdom,’ Radio, 


Leni. Stengel, 


Dilloway, 





‘Legal Defense’ Starts Oct. 25 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Second Remington picture, ‘Legal 


25, 


Defense,’ starts Oct. 


versal. So far no cast 


selected. 


Harry Sauber wrote the original 


and adapted. 


ished. 


at Uni- 
or director 





‘Masquerader,’ 
man, goes into production Oct. 15, 
when it is expected Howard Esta- 
brook will have the adaptation fin- 


James Bernard 
the English 
advisor on the parlimentary scenes. 


—. 


‘Masquerader’ Set 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
with 


Fagan is 


dialog and acting 


U’s Twin Stars’ Story 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Universal has bought ‘Twin Stars, 


story by Endre Bohen. 


Ronald Cole 


doing 
as 


or 
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Directed by HARRY JOE BROWN 


More ‘box office’ From the 
producer of "70,000 WITNESSES’ 


| JACK OAKIE “THOMAS MEIGHAN. 
_ MARIAN NIXON ZASU PITTS 
WILLIAM COLLIER® WILLIAM BOYD LEW coDy 
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At present it’s merely the 

~name of a coming produc- 

tion — BUT— one month 

from today it will take 

its place in the first line of 
‘entertainment-giving, 
money-getting pictures; 

and this title will be mouthed and re- 
reX-Xoh (-Ye Ml oY everybody in show business. 
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- PRODUCTION WITH.-.-- 


MIRIAM HOPKINS: KAY FRANCIS 
HERBERT MARSHALL ~ 


(HARLIE RUGGLES * EDWARD EVERETT HORTON 


From the play by Laszlo Aladar 


A PARAMOUNT PICTURE 




















Tuesday, October 4, 1932 


FEEL NM REVIEWS 





VARIETY 15 











a 





E Talking Shorts 








‘THE OLD BULL’ 
Comedy 

Za-Su Pitts-Thelma Todd 
16 Mins. N.Y. 
Orpheum, a Ve 

" Metro 

Very funny two-reel comedy in 
the Za-Su Pitts-Thelma Todd series 
from the Hal Roach plant, with 
these two actresses as @ team car- 
rying entire short across to its 
goal. All that ‘The Old Bull’ lacks 
of being a perfect two-reeler is its 
odd finish. On laughs it kicks up 
subject is worth buying for any 
program. 

The finish looks like a bad piece 
of cutting. It occurs as a total 
surprise and carries no twist of any 
kind, picture cutting to darkness in 
the flattest manner. Up to this 
point. it’s near-hilarious comedy, 
with both Miss Pitts and Miss Todd 
delivering in a big way. 

They’re two penniless, irrespon- 
sible lasses who’re out for a ride in 
a borrowed car. They run into all 
sorts of trouble, girls getting their 
feet mixed up around the controls 
when a bull looms in their path. 
They run riot through a _ farm, 
finally landing in the barn where 
the bull is kept. After farmer im- 
pounds their car they start to walk 
back. Night falls, and after walk- 
ing in circles they land back at the 
farmer’s house, where from outside 
they overhear radio bulletin a lion 
has escaped. 

How they try to keep the farmer 
in his house so they may retrieve 
their car makes for many novel 
laugh situations. Char. 





MERRIE MELODIES 

‘Too Careless with Kisses’ 

Cartoon; 6 Mins. 

Winter Garden, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 5426 

The bug in Melodies goes on a 
stew. That is sufficient for plenty 
of laughs. 

This ridiculous piece of animated 
drawing is above average in origi- 
nality. A war on the big beetle, 
for instance, makes a machine gun 
out of a pea shooter and a subma- 
rine out of an ordinary shoe. 

Bees ride horses and the drunken 
bug winds up as the hero. It’s all 
the same kind of crazy hokum that 
most fans enjoy. Waly. 


‘HOLLYWOOD, CITY OF rg 
LULOID’ 

Travelog; 20 Mins. 

Loew’s, N. Y. 


Principal Pictures 
Habitues of Hollywood, familiar 
with its geography and atmosphere, 
will undoubtedly pass upon ‘Cellu- 


loid’ as nearest to the truth of all 
the one and two reelers that have 
been in circulation. 


‘Celluloid’ gets to the meat of 
things in the film metropolis. It 
shows comprehensively for the first 
time how sound is used on location. 
That ‘rain location’ of Harold Lloyd 
will answer the problems of many 
fans. 


This short gets into the spirit of 
Hollywood, as seasoned Hollywood- 
ians know the place. It is more 
than an eyeful to the average fan 
who has depended upon fan mags 
for knowledge. It shows what is 
behind, as well as what is to the 
front of sets. 

In addition to the dowdown angles 
the short takes of Grauman first 
nights, Hollywood Boulevard, Holly- 
woodlands, ete. Generally it is an 
excellent 20 minutes of true pho- 
tography of the Hollywood that 
actually exists. Waly. 


‘VOICE OF THE GLOBE’ 
FitzPatrick Traveltalks 
9 Mins. 
Orpheum, N. Y. 
Metro 

James A. FitzPatrick, always the 
showman, conceived the idea of 
stringing together what looks like 
odd shots he had lying around and 
applying them to a _ well-written 
speech on religions to fit the ac- 
tion. Short is mostly a talk, and 
interesting enough in that to sat- 
isfy almost any audience. 

FitzPatrick, probably more than 
anyone else doing travelog shorts, 
has the knack of making his voice 
and his ideas carry weight. He 
chooses his words carefully and 
builds up 2a vivid picture with them. 

‘Voice of the World’ deals with 
religion and religious beliefs of 
various creeds, including Buddhism, 
Christianity, Judaism, etc., pictures 
being of appropriate countries and 
peoples. Chav. 





PHANTOM PRESIDENT 


(WITH SONGS) 

Paramount production and release. Stars 
George M. Cohan. Features Claudette Col- 
bert and Jimmy Durante. Based on novel 
by G. F. Worts; adapted by Walter De- 
Leon and Harlan Thompson; music and 
lyrics by Richard Rogers and Lorenz Hart. 
Photography, David Abel. At the Par- 
amount, N. Y., Sept. 30. Running time, 77 
mins. 

T. K. Blair 2 

Peter Varneys..... Ceccccccess George Cohan 
Felecia Hammond........Claudette Colbert 
Curly Cooney. .ecoeseeeeseesJimmy Durante 
Jim Ronkton....eveccessees-George Barbier 
Prof. Aidenhead...eeseess.++--Sidney Toler 
Senator Scranton........Louise MacKintosh 
Jerridod..sscccceececeesess-Jameson Thomas 


Political satire holding a _ full 
share of laughs which should do 
well for the theatres without 
threatening to rate itself a smash. 
It’s about the first of its type for 
the screen, certainly as to the 
musical comedy vein, and _ those 
who have seen the :how will un- 
doubtedly draw a parallel between 
it and ‘Of Thee I Sing.’ 

A lot of smart stuff packed into 
this footage including a gem of an 
opening sequence which will be lost 
on most of the picture fans who 
see it. This getaway is the counter- 


part to an opening of any musical 


libretto. It’s done in meter and kids 
the country’s general condition. 
Extremely well conceived, executed 
and cameraed beccuse many of the 
boys behind the tripod on this one 
not only know their stage but the 
musical phase of it as well. That 
goes for Harlam Thompson on the 
adapting end, Rodgers and Hart, 
who should need no introduction, 
while Norman Turoy has fitted this 
shill nicely by his direction. 
Not forgetting George Cohan him- 
self. For Cohan it suffices to say 
that this is his first picture and 
Maybe his last. For pictures such 
as these, light and frothy, he brings 
nothing to the screen which it has 
not already at herd and other than 
the. pomp and circumstance which 
the p.>licity department can whip 
up around a traditional stage name 
his value here will mostly be pro- 
vocatively sentimental as regards 
the old timers. 

Allowing that it may be heresy in 
the ears of those who remember, it 
nevertheless appears that this pic- 
ture will do much to definitely es- 
tablish that Cohan belongs to an- 
other generation. Love interest is 
not for him, and the embarrassment 
caused thereby may have done much 
to impede an otherwise carefree 
and, for the audience, an enjoyable 
performance. 

With Claudette Colbert wasted in 
another inconsequential role, it 
leaves everything up to Jimmy Du- 
rante and the impetus for whatever 
Success the feature attains will come 
from the sawdust which finally 
Played opposite Cohan via Para- 
mount on a relay from M-G-M. This 
is Durante’s best after being shuffled 
around since 


They evidently just let Durante 
alone and allowed him to play his 
scenes about as he pleased. The 
privileges so extended by Cohan to 
the comic are obvious and few play- 
ers would have permitted these lib- 
erties. But they figure to be strong 
enough to hold up a picture which 
otherwise might have been in as 
much trouble as the Cubs on the 
day this feature opened in New 
York. 

The story has Cohan playing a 
dual role. As Blair he’s the color- 
less banker whom his party would 
make president but fears it can’t 
because of his lack of personality. 
In playing Varney, the medicine 
show man, Cohan is unquestionably 
happier with circumstaces bring- 
ing about his substituting for Blair 
during the pre-election campaign. 
Mixed into this is the girl (Miss 
Colbert) who senses something dif- 
ferent when in the presence of Var- 
ney, but who can’t figure it out. 
With Blair planning to rid himself 
of Varney, Miss Colbert intervenes 
and it’s the banker who’s whisked 
from the scene on election day and 
Varney coasts to the White House. 
Miss Colbert has done something to 
her hair, which makes her much less 
attractive than heretofore. 

Meanwhile there’s Durante as 
Varney’s helper who finally gains 
entrance to the convention hall and 
by the simple expedient of adapting 
his medicine show technique to the 
occasion stampedes his pal into the 
nomination. It’s the high action 
mark of the film, done in rhythm 
and lyrics with the assembled dele- 
gates acting as the chorus. How- 
ever, it’s not Durante’s best se- 
quence. This comes later when he 
is forced to substitute for Varney 
at a radio broadcast and reads the 
speech prepared by the presidential 
candidate. It’s a great one or two 
minutes piece of business which not 
only drew consistent laughs but 
also applause at its termination. 

Show people will appreciate the 
opening footage mentioned, having 
for its theme that ‘the country needs 
a man.’ This is taken up by the 
paintings of past Presidents on the 
walls of the Capitol with Washing- 
ton, Jefferson, Lincoln and Roose- 
velt dignifedly declining the post 
at this time and winding up with 
the replica of those present at the 
Declaration’s signing becoming ani- 
mated to briefly coincide with the 
former Presidents and then ease 
back into posture as the sequence 
fades. 

Numbers involved are about four 
and none is important musically. 
These insertions seem mostly in- 
tended for a change of pace, to 
heighten the modern fantasy and to 
impress upon the film public that 
the story is not to be taken seri- 
ously. The interweaving is work- 
manlike and also permits a chance 
for Cohan to deliver a song and} 





dance which will be pleasantly rem- | 


‘Jimmy Valentine.’ | iniscent to those who go back to the 





Miniature Reviews 





‘Phantom President’ (Par). 
Well made laugh musical main- 
ly propelled by Jimmy Durante. 
George Cohan’s name publicity 
fodder for this political satire 
Which should catch its box- 
office share. 

‘A Bill of Divorcement’ (Ra- 
dio). A money picture for all 
classes of houses. Introduces 
Katharine Hepburn, young legit 
actress, who promises tq be the 
find of the year. John Barry- 
more and Billie Burke for mar- 
quee strength. Strong for the 
women fans. 

‘The All-American’ (U). Un- 
usual and timely football story 
and good enteriainment, with 
other angles, such as presence 
of recent grid stars in cast. 


‘Gitta Entdeckt thr Herz’ 
(Froehlich). One of the two 
best German musicals made 


since talkers. Word of mouth 
ought to put this one over. 
‘Cabin in the Cotton’ (FN). 
Barthelmess in a flat role, that 
of a well-fed ‘Tol’able David’ 
who doesn’t invite sympathy. 
Audience reaction likely to be 
jeering at clumsy love making 
sequences which may have 
been butchered by censors. 


‘Chandu the Magician’ (Fox). 
On merit low, but on box of- 
fice good. With radio momen- 
tum, countup will top house 
averages to sweet money. 

‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ 
(Metro). Weak sister Laurel 
and Hardy full-length comedy, 
their second, and weak for the 
week-changers. 

‘Honor of the Mounted’ (Trem 
Carr). Police constable crosses 
the line to get his man and 
wins a girl. Tom Tyler troupes 


nicely in spite of some silly 
situations. Photography above 
average. 


‘This Sporting Age’ (Col). 
Polo theme starring Jack Holt. 
Intermediate rating holds it 
down to program class. 

‘Beauty Parlor ’(Chesterfield). 
Typical old style indie in every 
way, fated for double featur- 
ing in the neighbs and single- 
o’ing in emergencies only. 

‘Illegal’ (Vitagraph). British 
quota picture without b. o. 
names for this side. Not badly 
done, but lacking a sock. Good 
for the upper layer of a double. 
Solo chances slight. 

‘Le Bal’ (Vandal and Delac). 
French programmer along un- 
original lines but with nice 
character portrayals. French 
folks ought to like it. 











Cohan musicals. He does this rou- 


tine in blackface. 


For Paramount the picture seems 
a trite addition to its program. It’s 
different, anyway, and helps give the 
lineup a diversified angle. It is also 
evidence thet the studio is trying. 
When Metro sees it, it will, or prob- 
ably has already, blown a kiss to 
Par for the way Durante has been 
handled. M-G will even make that 
two after viewing the New York ads 
which flash a head of the comic four 
or five times the size of those of 
Cohan and Miss Colbert. And if 
Izzy Herk sees this one he'll shed a 
tear thinking what he might do with 
Durante. Herk could revive bur- 
lesque with a guy like Jam s. But 
there aren't so many guys_ like 
Jimmy. id. 


Bill of Divorcement 


Radio production and release, starring 
John Barrymore and featuring Katharine 
Hepburn and Billie Burke. Directed by 
George Cukor. Story from the play of 
the same name by Clemence Dane; screen 
version by Howard Estabrook and Wag- 
staff Gribble. Camera Sid Hickox. Sound 


George Ellis. Ass’t Director, Dewey 
Starkey. Technical dir., Marion Balder- 
stone. Art Dir., Carroll Clark. At the 
Mayfair, New York, Sept. 30. Running 
time 70 mins. 

Hilary ...ccccccccsecees++-JOhNn Barrymore 
Margaret cccccccsccecsessssess Billie Burke 
Sydney ...cseeee eseeeee- Katharine Hepburn 
BESU ssesteeuc PPTTTTTTIT Tee David Manners 
Gareth ..ccccccccccce .- Bramwell Fletcher 
Dr. Alliott ..cseseosesss-Henry Stephenson 
Gray .eee- ocdoctdstecesss BE Cannaage 


Aunt Hester...seseeee-Elizabeth Patterson 





Standout here is the smash im- 
pression made by Katharine Hep- 
burn in her first picture assign- 
ment. Barrymore and Billie Burke 
give fine performances and their 
names will be a sure asset on the 
marquee, but it is the girl from 
legit who will get talked about and 
it will be her performance of a 
rich role that will get the word of 
mouth that will make ‘A Bill of 
Divorcement’ a money picture. 

It will take another role to test 
the future of the girl. This first 





click may be partly the happy break 
of a part that she so thoroughly 


fits and that so thoroughly fits her ; 


that the successful outcome was in- 


, tion, a romantic one, 
electric effect of her 
| Clemence Dane play, 


| 


, the 
| Barrymore 


| evitable. If she can repeat; it she 


characteriza- 
say, with the 
Sidney in the 
she’s headed 
for the cinema heights. She has a 
vital something that sets her apart 
from the picture galaxy. 

In this instance she commands 
picture, even in company of 
and Miss Burke, two 
screen personalities that dwell in 
ithe aura of fame. The story situa- 
| par doubtless accounts in large 


can project another 


part for that result, for hers is the 
role that invites deep audience com- 
| passion. Character is the most 
potent tear jerker in many a moon, 
while the other characters con- 
tribute to its sympathetic tug more 
than they draw interest to them- 
selves. 

It's a woman's play and the odds 
are that for many reasons women 
will like Miss Hepburn, because she 
is innocent of formal beauty in the 
sense of prettiness, for one thing 
; and because she radiates a kind of 
vigorous, artless charm. 

The play itself has lost none of 
its tremendous grip in translation 
to celluloid. Ten years after its 
stage success, this peculiarly Brit- 
ish version of the Ibsen ‘Ghosts’ 
theme, stil! has undiminished its 
power to grip and hold. Even be- 
fore a Broadway premiere gather- 
ing at the Mayfair, a listless audi- 
ence as usual, its sequences un- 
folded to that hushed attention that 
cannot be mistaken. Reception be- 
fore this mob brought in by bally- 
hoo (Mrs. W. R. Hearst’s Milk Fund 
has an interest in the initial per- 
formance scaled up to $10) was a 
tribute to the picture's intrinsic 
power. 

Barrymore distinguished himself 
anew in the role of the unhappy 
Hilary, a part far from his accus- 
tomed range, if almost anything is 
beyond the range of this versatile 
player. Part of the long demented 
but now restored husband and 
father is more in Lionel’s line, but 
John trouped it for all it was worth, 
eschewing for once most of the 
stage tricks he can so completely 
command, for a simple and sensi- 
tive performance. 

For Miss Burke, the role of the 
distracted wife, held out small 
promise of flourish and _ histrionic 
parade, but she looked miraculously 
fresh and young, giving much 
charm to the character of the sec- 








ondary femme character. David 
Manners as the heroine’s young 
sweetheart was another happy 


choice, this young juvenile having a 
special angle of appeal for such 
sympathetic assignments. 

Story has an unusual angle in 
that the dramatic conflict estab- 
lishes tension, although all the 
people concerned in its action are 
sympathetic characters. There is 
no heavy and no menace, except it 
be the malign fates. 

Screen adaptation is a first rate 
job, such changes as have been 
made working solely for simplicity 
and clarity. Such a minor revision, 
for instance, is having the heroine 
explaining frankly and simply to 
her betrothed that she will not 
marry him because of the possible 
taint of insanity in her blood. In 
the play she sent him away by a 
pretext. 

Technical production is in fine 
keeping with the dignity of the 
whole play, an unostentatious back- 
ground for the action; just that and 
; no more. Rush. 





Fox’s Two Story Buys 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Fox has bought two novels, ‘Dan- 
gerously Yours’ and ‘Promenade 
Deck,’ both by Eric Noel, for spring 
production. 

Former will have Warner Baxter 
in the top spot, with Al Rockett 
producing. No writing assignments 
set. Grace Perkins to adapt and 
dialog the latter. 





THE ALL-AMERICAN 


and release. Di- 
Adaptation and 
and Ferdinand 


production 
Russell Mack 
by Frank Wead 


Universal 
rected by 
continuity 


Reyney from original by Richard Schayer 
and Dale Van Every. George Robinson, 
photog. Reviewed Sept. 28 at a private 
preview showing at the Hotel Commodore, 
New York, Running time, 73 mins 

Cast includes the following college foot- 
| ball players and coaches: Marchmont 
Schwartz, Gaius Shaver, John Cain, Gerald 
Dalrymple, Jack Riley. Johnny Baker, Tom 
Yarr, Clarence Munn, Jesse Quatse, John 
Orsi, Ernie Pinckert, Christian Cagle 
Ernie Nevers, Frank Carideo, Albie Booth, 
Roy Baker, John Kelly, Fred Linehan, Lee 
Hanley, Red Russell, Irvine Phillips, Rus- 
sell Saunders, Marger Aspit, Frank Wick- 


horst, Jesse Hibbs, Larry Mullins, James 
Purvis, Al Howard, Paul Schwegier, Nate 
Barrager, W. A. Alexander, Jesse C. Har- 


per, Christy Walsh, Eddie Casey, Glenn 5. 






(Pop) Warner. 

Garey TIM. ccccsecccccsecsss Richard Arlen 
Am@y BMEOGOR. ccccccccccsccccesed Andy Devine 
Ellen Steffens........0+..+..- Gloria Stuart 
Chicks Eimipe.cccccvcccccssecs James Gleason 
Bob KIn@. .cccccceccccccecssces John Darrow 
Steve Kelly. ..cscccccesseces Preston Foster 
Gloria Neuchard.......... Merna Kennedy 
Willie Walsh........ ..-Harold Waldridge 
Harcourt ...... cdevccee Huntley Gordon 
Ted Bowen. ..cscossecsseces Earl McCarthy 
Mrs. BOW, .ccccsccccescces Ethel Clayton 





Coming in at the start of the foot- 
ball season and probably set for 
national coverage during the grid 
year’s peak, ‘The All-American’ 
should draw favorable returns for 
timeliness alone. Besides that angle 
it will be a pleaser for all audiences, 
having more than just the football 
stuff to recommend it. 

This one goes beyond the winning 
of the girl and the big game for dear 
old alma mater. It starts with a 
grid star's final starring football 
performance, which is where the 
average grid yarn finishes. The 
hero’s all-American playing and 
rating becomes yesterday's news to 
a formerly worshipful public and 
he starts in the downgrade after 
taking the cheering sections too 
seriously. 

The boy quits school to sell bonds 
after his final performance en the 
field, rather than finish an engineer- 
ing course. Money calls and he goes 
for it. He goes for everything else, 
too, and then hits the bottom via 
the gambling and dame _ route. 
Meanwhile, his fiancee pines away 
at home, while his kid brother is 
becoming the family’s second all- 
American. Kid bro, is also well on 
the way to taking the crowd's 
plaudits to heart, until the older 
boy comes back and stops the kid 
from going on the bum as he did. 

Instead of moralizing with the 
youth, the older brother shows him 
the light on the football field. It’s 
during a charity game between the 
current all-American team and a 
combination of all-stars of the past. 
The older boy gets into the play 
in the third quarter, after the 
younger has made the game a run- 
away, and proceeds to make the kid 
look like a novice. The intention is 
to show the boy up and reduce his 
headsize and the happy ending 
finale denotes that that has been 
accomplished. 

In the way ‘All-American’ departs 
from formula by taking the game of 
football apart instead of making it 
100% heroism, it’s somewhat re- 
mindful of Paramount’s last year’s 
‘Touchdown.’ Richard Arlen had the 
lead in that one also, and he again 
walks away with the honors. 

Use of numerous collegiate grid 
stars of the past couple of years, 
including one of last season's sev- 
eral all-American line-ups intact, 
will interest the football fans, as 
will the inside stuff and all around 
excellent presentation of the tech- 
nical and action phases of the game. 
Those whe are not fans will regard 
it as good entertainment. 

In addition to the players the cast 
contains tne five coaches who com- 
prise the so-called ‘All-American 
Board of Football’ and whose yearly 
selections for a newspaper syndicate 
are considered the nearest to the 
late Walter Camp’s in authority. 
They are W.A. Alexander of Georgia 








Tech, Jesse Harper of Notre Dame, 
Eddie Casey of Harvard, Pop War- 
(Continued on page 19) 











The Woman’s Angle 








‘The Phantom President’ (Par). 


‘Chandu’ (Fox). 


‘Cabin in the Cotton’ (WB). 


David.’ 


‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ 








a glamorous actress whose fine 


discussed by the ladies. 


Preposterous melodrama, 
camera’s transparently adept execution of his feats of Hindu magic. 
Fanettes think that a genuine Vogi can free himself from any predica- 
ment, and refuse to be concerned over his welfare. 
trade that will follow a radio serial into picture houses. 


(MGM). 
Hardy in and out of the Great War. 
considerably by situations evolving from the team’s adoption of one of 
the cutest—though not the most natural—babies on the screen. 


‘A Bill of Divorcement’ (RKO-Radio). 
to the screen with deeply moving compassion. 
drama, vitalized by an eloquent cast that includes, in Katharine Hepburn, 
talent 


By depriving Geo. M. Cohan of its 


important sequences, a political satire robs its star of opportunity to 
project his lovable individuality ‘as he builds scene after scene up to the 
inspired tumult created by Jimmy Durante. 
stance that would solidify howling comic qualities and casual interest 
in Claudette Colbert’s new coiffure and modish costumes. 


Lacks the romantic sub- 


its hero dwarfed by the 


Limited to the family 


An impartial discussion of the planta- 
tion feudal system, unsuccessfully imbued with the pathos of ‘Tol’able 
The adolescent hero personified by mature Richard Barthelmess 
is too indecisive a fellow to direct sympathy toward a weary document 
| that sides with neither wealthy planter nor exploited cotton-picker. 


Ninety minutes of Laurel and 
A disheartening prospect mitigated 





Clemence Dane’s play brought 
An engrossing problem 


ind individual style will be greatly 
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Bear: this in mind 


“They’re buying FOX 1932-33 faster than in any previous 
season—and the reason is the exhibitors’ definite knowl- 


edge that FOX has the pictures, the leadership and the 
organization and facilities to follow through.” 





and these circuit bookings 
are the proof — 


EAST TEXAS AMUSEMENT CO. 


@ IMPORTANT INDEPENDENT 


LOCAL ‘CIRCUITS 


PUBLIX-WILBY 

Georgia 
PUBLIX KINCEY 

North and South Carolina and Virginia 
E. J. SPARKS 

Florida 


ARTHUR LUCAS 
Georgia 
AFFILIATED CIRCUIT 
Louisiana and Mississippi 
RUPERT & RICHARDS 
South 
SIDNEY MEYER 
Florida 
AUMUS & PARROTT AMUSEMENT CO. 
Tennessee 
MAINE & NEW HAMPSHIRE THEA. CO. 
New England 


G. R. GOULD 
Maine and Mass. 


COMERFORD CIRCUIT 
Penna. and New York 


L. COHEN 
Springfield, Mass. 

M. A. SHEA 
N. H., N. Y., Penna. ) 


EDWARD M. FAY 


Providence, R. I. 

P. SEMELROTH 
Ohio 

N. B. HOROWITZ 
Ohio 

PASCHALL CIRCUIT 


Texas 


Texas 


CENTRAL STATES 


Iowa 


PUBLIX-BUTTERFIELD 
Michigan 

DUBINSKY BROTHERS 
Missouri and Kansas 

DICKINSON THEATRES Co. 


Kansas and Missouri 


TRI-STATE THEATRES CO. 
Minn., S. Dakota, Wis., N. Dakota 


LEON ROSENBLATT 
New Jersey 


JACK HATTEM 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 
CHAMBERLAIN AMUSEMENT CO. 


Penna. 


LOU BERMAN 


Penna. 


I. LEVY 
Trenton, N. J. 


DURKEE CIRCUIT 
Maryland 


UNITED AMUSEMENT CO. 


Montreal 


@ NATIONAL CIRCUITS 


FOX-SKOURAS WEST COAST | 
SKOURAS THEATRES 
PUBLIX 


LOEW’S 


RKO 

WARNER BROTHERS 
CANADIAN FAMOUS PLAYERS 
THEATRES (Entire Dominion) 


The above are but a FEW—VERY FEW—of the thousands of contracts 
already closed with affiliated and unaffiliated circuits and exhibitors for 


this season’s (1932-33) product. 





WATCH FOX THIS YEAR! | 
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‘Tiger Shark’ Flash Early Toy Shows Ooh! Those Legs Marquee Structures 

Hollywood. Last year a number of exhibitors Dubuque, Ia. Might be a tipoff to other city 

Elaborating on the enlarged cut-| who gave toy matinees held them A. K. Deadheads Guessing bug has hit houses in;managers in the drive against 
out letter idea for lobby displays,|so late there was no time to get a ithis territory. The old contest idea | Broadway's recent outbreak of can- 
Warners’ Hollywood has gone a|the toys patched up in time for the Dell ies 2 of identification by means of faces opy showmanship. Primarily the 

allas, Oct. 3. 


step farther, and for “Tiger Shark,’ 
current WB picture, has an outside 
flash that rates as one of the most 
pretentious seen hereabouts. Huge 
block cutout letters, many of them 
12 inches or more in thickness, and 
greatly enlarged cutouts of Edward 
G. Robinson and other principals 
form the background and sidewall 
bally. Across the entire street 
opening is a cutout shark, superim- 
posed by the title in four feet elec- 
trics. Sidewall cutouts are movable, 
and at night and before house 
opens they are used as a barricade 
across the main entrance. Leon 
Levy, WB theatre chief here, and 
Hub Robinson, adv, and publicity, 
get credit for the smash front. 


Helps the Slides 

Manager who is in a town where 
they stand for the old ad slides has 
a wrinkle. Each slide is left with 
a blank space and in this is in- 
serted each day the name of some 
resident of the vicinity. These are 
typewritten on tissue paper with a 
carbon sheet to get a strong impres- 
sion no matter what the condition 
of the ribbon. 

If Mrs. John C. Smith sees her 
name in the slide advertising John- 
gon’s coal, she can get a free ticket 
at the coal yard by applying the 
following day. Each slide user is 
supplied with a ticket for each day 
and pays half price for those given 
out turning in the unclaimed, if any, 
for credit. 

It has been getting interest, but 
the slide users are beginning to feel 
that more attention is paid the 
mames than the ads. Good for a 
short time, at any rate. 


Advertising a Loss 

Doing a little missionary work 
against the tax on tickets, a house 
which absorbed the tax by cutting 
its 50c admissoin to 45c got the bank 
to display in its window a heap of 
nickels with a sign which read: 

“When the Majestic theatre cut 
its admission to 45 cents to relieve 
the patrons of the additional charge 
for the ticket tax, it obligated itself 
to pay to the government five cents 
on each admission. 

‘This pile of nickels represents 
what the Majestic paid to the gov- 
ernment last week on 8,927 admis- 
sions. The Majestic lifted a burden 
of $446.35 from the shoulde”s of the 
taxpayers.’ 

Seemed to make much more of an 
impression upon those who saw the 
display than any amount of printed 
advertising. 


In the Post Office 

Varying the key stunt, in which 
distributed keys are used to test 
locks and the proper keys unlock 
the prizes, was worked in a town 
at the postoffice instead of the thea- 
tre. Probably would have been 
frowned upon by the higher-ups, 
had they known, but the local post- 
master was obliging. 

Regular postoffice lock was re- 
moved from a mail box, since these 
have the slots running the reverse 
of the usual way. Temporary lock 
Was put in and all were invited to 
use their own keys or those obtained 
from the theatre. A dozen keys that 
worked were passed out one a day. 
To obtain the tickets the fortunate 
Ones had to take a ecard found in 
the box to the theatre and turn 
that in along with the key. Made 
much more excitement than had the 
box been placed in the lobby. 


Make It a Contest 


, In its exploitation sheet for 
Once in a Lifetime’ Universal sug- 
Bests that local boys and girls be 
hired to impersonate famous stars 
for the ‘Hollywood opening’ idea. 
This may be a good gag if the 
house can stage the effect without 
getting the police in its nair. A 
better way is to switch the old im- 
personation contest to the street and 
advertise that the most perfect im- 
personations of stars will be re- 
warded with tickets or small prizes. 

This will get a crowd about the 
entrance without further effort if 
given sufficient publicity, and by 
judging the contestants on the stage 
at the close of the first show it 
will draw the crowd into the house. 





Named Murderers 

Scranton, Pa. 
. Ritz here tied the ‘Republican’ to 
& contest on ‘70,000 Witnesses.’ Pa- 
per printed pictures of famous vic- 
tims of assassination and the con- 
testants were supposed to name 
their slayers, 

Made a neat tie in to the big point 
of the play where a football hero 
is murdered, and gave plenty of 
chances of stressing the mystreious 
nature of ihe crime. Idea can be 
reduced to a questionnaire, saving 
the cost of making the cuts, if de- 
Sired. 





holiday and the gifts were delayed, 
though the big idea is to have them 
all furnished up in time to turn over 
to the police or some charitable or- 
ganization in time to make the 
Xmas _ stockings. 

It will be a good plan to hold the 
matinee this year before Thanks- 
giving, with a toy, whole or broken, 
as the admission price to a special 
morning show. Then have the 
stuff worked over and enlist some 
of the larger boys and girls to work 
under supervision getting these in 
shape with needles and paints. 

It is often possible to enlist the 
manual training teacher of the local 
school, or in default a local handy 
man can be persuaded to show the 
boys how to use the glue pot and 
the paint brushes. Then it will be 
possible to get the newspaper 
stories of the gifts. 


Press Department 

Owner of a neighborhood house 
so far from the center of the city as 
to be almost a town in itself has 
made a hit with the three daily pa- 
pers by setting apart a room for the 
reporters who cover that section. 
Chie2 expense is for the use of the 
telephone, and that is taken care 
of by the switchboard girl, who has 
her board in the same room and 
can check up the calls and the dur- 
ation of time. Most of the men 
phone their late stories in and for 
this purpose there is a sound proof 
booth. 

Men not only make the. theatre 
their headquarters, but the girl at 
the board takes incoming calls in 
their absence and city editors can 
reach their men without delay. 

Advantage to the theatre is that 
it gets frequent mention in the spe- 
cial section devoted to local news, 
and figured that is well worth while. 


Amplffied Twisters 

New contest which can be worked 
for plenty of laughs is one for 
tongue twisters, speed and accuracy 
to count. Mike from one of the 
disused dressing rooms is hooked to 
the loudspeaker and 10 contestants 
take turns reading some such ef- 
fort as ‘Some sell sea shells’ and 
‘Round the rough rock the ragged 
rascal ran.’ 

Two judges are appointed, one 
for diction and the other for speed, 
and even with a simple phrase it 
frequently _happens that there has 
to be a run off between the top five 
because no one fully qualifies. Speed 
factor is what trips them. Con- 
testants are brought into the room 
one at a time and have no means 
of timing the others or memoriz- 
ing the sentence to be spoken. 

Local elocution teacher can prob- 
ably supply enough twisters to last 
some time. Prize kinker of the lot 
is reputed to be ‘The sea ceaseth and 
sufficeth us.’ 


Auto Chest Protectors 


Before the winter winds grow too 
cold, get ready the chest protectors 
for automobiles. If you have provi- 
dently saved your window and in- 
sert cards you should have a sup- 
ply of cardboard on which can be 
painted or stenciled a general ad- 
vertisement for your theatre. 

These can be handed out the first 
cold day when the influx of the cold 
air chills the motor. Get one or 
two on the streets the first cold day 
—possibly through the taxis—and 
you'll be able to get rid of any rea- 
sonable quantity and probably be 
asked for more. 

It was the picture theatre man- 
agers who developed the idea of this 
advertising scheme, but for the past 
couple of years the gas companies 
have been adopting the gag. Beat 
them to it. 


Booming Vaude 
Dallas. 

RKO’'s local boys took no chances 
on natives’ natural yen for vaude 
comeback and applied plenty steam. 
Special Sunday section of the ‘News’ 
preceding opening week (Weaver 
Bros.), spiked by several thousand 
reprints used as house-to-house 
circulars. Cost relieved by mer- 
chants’ ads. 

Besides that, Curt Beck, Majestic 
skipper, hatched essay-writing con- 
test with Terrill school, boys’ prep, 
with free scholarship as prize for 
best yarn on value of RKO vaude to 
Dallas. Contest plugged via trailer 
and ‘Times-Herald,’ eve rag. 


Walked a Zombie 


Spokane. 
Edgar Hart, at the Orpheum, used 
a blonde girl for ‘White Zombie,’ 
with no explanatory card on her 
costume. Armed with a police per- 
mit, she merely aimlessly wandered 
about the streets and attracted so 
much attention that it made it easy 
for him to plant the explanation in 
the daily papers. 
People called up the papers 
find out what it was all about. 


to | 


Cc. R. McHenry, mer. for 
R & R's class nabe, Texas, gets 
unusual b. o. results from old 
folks’ mats. Lets in free all 
the boys and girls over 60, 
drawing average of 1,000 per 
mat. Which is ace batting 
mark for any p. a. in this 
town when it comes to getting 
the ’genarians. 

Prizes go to oldest man and 
woman and to the fellow who 
comes nearest guessing Mc- 
Henry's age. 

No sugar in mats them- 
selves, but barrels of good will 
toward recruiting steady cli- 
entele from a class that’s cus- 
tomarily taboo on pix. 











Confectionery 2-for-1’s 
Akron, O. 

Charles Mentges, manager Lib- 
erty, has novel plan for stimulating 
midweek business. Confectionery 
next door gives free with each 15c 
purchase or more a ticket which 
will admit a lady if accompanied by 
an adult to the theatre any week- 
day night. Stunt mutually bene- 
ficial to both confectionery and the- 


has been worked ragged along vari- 
ous lines and does not give con- 
testants a fair break and they know 
it. But ‘whose legs are these?’ has 
gone over with a bang, lower por- 
tion of torso being used in cut from 
mat dummy, involving no expense 
and running alongside of a story 
featured by a two-column, three- 
line head. Usual giveaway is 20 
tickets with names of contestants 
running on a Sunday in connection 
with show of the week. 

Text accompanying the pictures 
has hints as to the identity of the 
actress and her legs. 


Makes Rain Help 


Exhib who who got scalded one 
time when he turned his patrons out 
in a heavy rain, now makes a show- 
er work for him. If it is raining 
when the show is over, he keeps the 
house open, turns on the non-sync 
and entertains the crowd until the 
rain has at least let up. 

Audience can enjoy the concert 
or if anyone feels like volunteering, 
they can get up on the stage and 
sing or dance, but they can’t recite 
‘Gunga Din.’ 

Just an impremptu, but manager 
claims it makes a lot of difference 
on a night which threatens rain 
later on. People come feeling they 





may get an extra show. 
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San Francisco. 

Number of changes made by Arch 
Bowles, division chief, in the F-WC 
lineup. Robert Harvey is out as 
advertising head of the northern 
California division with Phil Phil- 
lips stepping out as manager of the 
Fox Oakland to take the ad chair. 
Harvey has gone into the commer- 
cial film field with Al Graf. 

Frank Burhans transferred as 
manager of Loew’s Warfield here to 
Phillips’ former spot at the Fox 
Oakland. Sam Pechner, house man- 
ager of the Fox, succeeds Burhans 
at the Warfield. 

F-WC has altered policy of the 
Orpheum in Oakland, taken back 
from RKO two weeks ago. House 
now getting the product formerly 
played by State, along with a swap 
in managers, Bryant Wiest moving 
to the State and Art Miller coming 
into the Orph. 


San Francisco. 

United Artists reopens Oct. 10 
under management of Herman 
Cohen with ‘Rain.’ House dark since 
July. Charles Leonard, again 
p.a.’ing, later in month will double 
between here and lL, A, when U. A. 
there lights up. 





Seattle. 
Mike Foster now p.a. for F-WwC 
staff headed by Vic Gauntlett, 


Dallas. 

Several changes in personnel on 
main stem here: 

Joe Miller steps up from helm of 
RKO Capitol here to circuit’s San 
Antonio acer, Majestic. Al Rey- 
nolds, former usher, promoted to 
Cap job, with Charlie Webb asst. 
mer. 

With reopening of Publix-Melba, 
Paul Short moves back from Old 
Mill (dark). Charlie Brewer, house 
mgr., and A. D. Deason, treas., 
added to staff faces. Brewer shifted 
from Columbus, Ga. Jimmy Land- 
ers, former Old Mill mer., takes 
over Jefferson, Beaumont, Tex, 








New Market, Ia. 
Community theatre reopened Oct. 
1; E. Bridgeman, Knoxville, man- 
ager. 
Iowa theatre, Cedar Rapids, Ia., 
reopened, Harry Holdsberg, man- 
ager, 


Allentown, Pa. 
Jack Van, formerly manager for 
Sam Marcus’ revue, will manage 
State, leased by Wilmer & Vincent. 





Hollywood. 
Harry Sugarman, manager of 
F-WC Egyptian, which reopens Oct. 
13, after dark past six months. At 
one time Sugarman headed F-WC 





junior circuit in southern Califor- 
nia, 





Clinton, Ta. 
The Clinton, for 30 years a legit 
playhouse, closed for several years, 
reopens for road shows, vaudeville | 
and stock companies; Peter Mess to 
manage, 
House being redecorated, 


Hartford. 
Walter Lloyd, manager of Publix 





Allyn, transferred to Publix Par- 
amount, New Haven, replacing 
Harvey Cox. 


Regal, the latter going to the War- 
ner Capitol in Danbury. James F. 
McCarthy, New London, replaces 
Tom Brown, who goes to the Garde, 
New London, from the Hartford 
Strand. David Cohen, from the 
Allyn, Hartford, to Capitol, New 
London, and Louis Schaeffer comes 
to the Allyn from Gardner, Mass. 

For first time in history three 
pictures—‘Back Street,’ Grand Hotel’ 
and ‘American Madness’—held over 
two weeks or more simultaneously. 
Vaude is back at the Cap with F&M 
units, and the Warner State goes 
vaude with five acts and double 
features. 

Dark for past year, Shubert’s Par- 
son’s resumes legit with Jane Cowl, 
Stevenson, manager. 


Memphis. 

Herb Jennings, manager Loew's 
State, Palace ana Strand for three 
years, transferred to Loew’s New 
Grand, Atlanta. Cecil Vozel, former 
manager of Loew’s State, becomes 
general manager here. 

Ritz leased for five years by 
Harry L. and Albert Cohen of Chi- 
cago. House formerly operated by 
Chas. F. Boyd of the Your Theatre 
Group, 


Los Angeles. 
Carl Porter out as manager of 
F-WC Redlands, Redlands, Calif., 
replaced by W. J. Murphy. 


Elyria, O. 
Louis Lamm named manager of 


drive is against the ballyhoo, which 
store owners’ claim is 
Broadway into sideshow 
This probably will not affect 
towns where the theatres are not 
close together and where nudes are 
not stressed. 

Many of these displays are 
lighted with spots, some of which 
are inside the structures and all of 
which carry loose wiring. There is 
a feeling that too steady an appli- 
cation of the spotlight or a spark 
from poor wire might bring about a 
fire. Might be a good idea to con- 
sult with the fire department before 
building instead of having them 
come into the conference uninvited 
after the money has been spent. 


turning 


Rain Gauge 

Theatre in a suburban town 
where. local gardens have suffered 
from a prolonged dry spell, an- 
nounced some time ago that it would 
celebrate by giving free admission 
the first time one inch of rain fell 
before 7 p. m. Gate was to be free 
from 7 until 8. 

Collecto:> on the roof is four times 
the area of a jar in the lobby, and 
connected by a hose, so that the 
water must rise four inches in the 
jar to represent one inch of rain- 
fall. A little dry dye in the bottom 
of the jar makes reading easy. 

So far the jubilee has not been 
proclaimed, but it has brought a 
lot of people down to the theatre 
around show time who might have 
stayed in because of an average 
shower. 


Offered Fight Tickets 

Academy of Music, N. Y., offered 
tickets to the Schmeling-Walker 
fight as door prizes, with delivery 
three or four days in advance of the 
bout. Tickets were received in ex- 
change for screen advertising, par- 
ticipation of a charity in the fight 
gate giving a reason for the screen<- 
ing. 

The assignment of tickets was 
made on a designated evening with 
the recipients required to be in the 
house to obtain them. Set for the 
9 o'clock show. At 7.30 the atten- 
dance was so light as to suggest 
that the gain on the final showing 
just about balanced the loss on the 
earlier show. In other words, it is 
to be questioned whether the stunt 
helped the house te any material 
degree, 


Helps ‘Express’ 
Phiadelphia. 

For ‘Phantom Express,’ S. B. Moss 
made several effective tieups. Une- 
suspectedly fertile ground was found 
in the Philadelphia stock exchange, 
where he made arrangements with 
A. M. Pennington, advertising di- 
rector of the exchange, for special 
plugging on the film. Picture will 
be shown to members of the ex- 
change in a special screening for 
the Philly premiere, and window 
ecards will be exhibited as a result 
in all brokers’ offices. 

Another tieup was made by Ma- 
jestic Films for the picture with the 
Pennsylvania Railroad. Road has 





WB Capitol. 

Charlie Keyser new manager of 
the Majestic, Mansfi2ld, O., WB sec- 
ond run, 





Milwaukee. 
Harry E. Billings made house 
manager and pub. dir. for the Min- 
turn Players at the Majestic. Paul 
Horwitz returns to box office as 
treasurer for stock co., Carroll 
Douck assisting. 


Dallas. 

J. E. Luckett, partner in Duel 
Amus, Co., newest Texas. indie 
chain, dropping out, J. S. Cangney 
replacing. 

Publix reopening three in Texas, 
State (San Antonio), Palace (Fort 
Worth) and Queen (Austin). 


Dubuque, Ia. 
New Iowa, nabe, second run, just 
finished at outlay of $20,000, 308- 
seater, with Ray E. Duttle, owner-' 
manager. 


San Francisco. 
F-WC has swapped jobs of, Art 
Miller and Bryant Wiest in Oakland. 


Wiest moves from Orph to the 
State, Miller coming into Orph as 
manager. 


Minneapolis. 


In announcing sale of Publix 
houses at Brainerd, Wilmar, Fair- 
bault and Waseca,.Minn., to Eddie 


Ruben, M. J. Mullins, midwest man- 
ager, states circuit had been trying 
to dispose of these theatres for some 





Alfred F. Weiss, from Tampa, re- 


{| placed Jack Callahan at the Warner 


time, Six theatres involved, two | 
each in Brainerd and Wilmar and! 
one in each of the other towns. 

Cliff Rust transferred from RKO, 
Omaha, to St. Paul-Orpheum as 
manager. Ray O’Connell, former | 
manager at St. Paul, to New York 


RKO offices for new assignment. | 


agreed to loan exhibs actual railroad 
equipment for lobby displays, 


Cadet Corps 

Figuring on sponsoring a _ boy 

scout troop, an exhibitor was told 
on applying for a charter that it 
was merely an ad gag and no could 
get. So he formed his own cadet 
corps. 
Boys drill every Saturday follow- 
ing the club matinee. Not required 
that the boys attend the perform- 
ance, though most do. Ony require- 
ment is that the boys attend four out 
of five drills unless able to offer a 
valid excuse, 

Kids are put through a setting-up 
drill and then given a 20-minute 
march drill, Manual of arms is 
omitted in deference to pacifists 
and called a marching club instead 
of cadets, Later it is planned to 
take them on the street for exhibi- 
tions with a minimum of advere- 
tising. 


A $10 ‘Blessed Event’ 
Steubenville, O. 
George Delis, manager Warners 
Capitol, created much interest in the 
screening of ‘Blessed Event,’ offer- 
ing $10 to the first-born child after 
the opening of this film for a four- 





|day showing at his theatre. In addi- 
| 


tion to the check, parents were 
given a month’s pass to the theatre, 


Kid Cowboys 





Dallas. 
Free mat for kids dressed in cows 
i boy togs rated considerable atten- 
tion for ‘My Pal, the King’ at RKO 
Capitol, Urchins, diked up a la 
jwestern and some of ’em riding 
broom handles, made atmospheric 


lobby for passers-by and drew some 
extra press comment, 
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PACK UP 
YOUR 
TROUBL 











LAST MINUTE 
BULLETIN! 
BALTIMORE—Best biz in 

5 months. Tremendous. 
LOUISVILLE—Swell! 
DAYTON — Approaching 
“Grand Hotel” totals! 
HOUSTON—Terrific! Best 
in months. 
SYRACUSE—Excellent! 
WILMINGTON —Biggest 
crowds in ménths. 
INDIANAPOLIS, KAN- 

AS CITY and other open- 
ings VERY BIG! 











History repeats! Last year it was LAUREL & 
HARDY in “Pardon Us” that started M-G-M’s 


amazing run of hits! 


Their new Hal Roach FEATURE comedy “PACK 
UP YOUR TROUBLES” is today’s box-office 
sensation, starting the 1932-33 parade! 


With “GRAND HOTEL” giving theatres a new 
notion of Gross possibilities; with NORMA 
SHEARER (Fredric March and Leslie Howard) in 
“SMILIN’ THROUGH”; with DRESSLER— 
MORAN in “PROSPERITY”; with CLARK 
GABLE—JEAN HARLOW in “RED DUST’ and 
a flock more mighty M-G-M’s on tap—you’ll “pack 
up your troubles” too! And Smile! Smile! Smile! 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MA 


They never failed you yet ! 
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THE ALL-AMERICAN 


(Continued from page 15) 


ner of Stanford and Christy Walsh. 
One interesting sequence shows 
them making their picks. 

The players, many of whom were 
{imported to the Coast for this pic- 
ture, are given prominent individual 
and collective moments before the 
camera, on the field, where they 
look at home, and in tuxedos at a 
banquet, where they look like 
bouncers in a dance hall, What a 
bunch of muggs! 

A few, such as Frank Carideo, 
Chris Cagie and Ernie Nevers, have 
a line or two and handle them okay. 
Carideo had experience in U's 
‘Notre Dame.’ The boys are deftly 
spotted in the story and manipu- 
lated so as not to interfere with the 
picture’s progress. 

Distance shots of the actual play, 
obviously those of real games, are 
spliced in proficiently and never 
look fakey, while the close-ups of 
Arlen and the other leads carrying 
the ball or working in the scrim, 


mages suggest that the boys re- 
ceived expert instructions before- 
hand. 


Gloria Stuart is the girl and does 
very nicely and John Darrow the 
kid bro. is equally good. Andy 
Devine, in for comedy purposes only, 
grabs a fair quota of laughs, but 
there are times when the comedy 
end is overdone. This is the pic- 
ture’s only important flaw. Jimmy 
Gleason is fine while also grabbing 


some laughs as_ the _ pessimistic 
coach, remindful of ‘Gloomy Gil’ 


Dobie, if the fables about the Cor- 
nell menior are correct. 


Cast is extra heavy in numbers 
and long on short speaking parts. 
Bige. 


Cabin in the Cotton 


First National production and 
starring Richard Barthelmess. Directed by 
Michael Curtiz. Based on the novel of 
Harry Harrison Kroll; screen play by Paul 
Green; associate director, William Keigh- 
ley; ass’t director, Al Alborn. Camera, 
Barney McGill. Film editor. George Amy. 
At the New York Strand, Sept. 29. Run- 
ning time, 76 mins. 


release, 


DEE, £59444 ond nc aae Richard Barthelmess 
| TP ee bok kewe nace Dorothy Jordan 
Seer babébeudadenss Bette Davis 
Cee MR i eciccs ttasaave Henry B. Walthall 
Lane Norwood............. Berton Churchill 


Cleve Clinton..............Walter Percival 


Jake Fisher...............William LeMaire 


Roland eT ...»Hardie Albright 
Old Slick Harness.......... Tully Marshall 
Old Blind Negro............> Clarence Muse 
Holmes Scott...............-Edmund Breese 


Stttp WANS... cccscee -»...Dorothy Peterson 


Ticture proves again that a 
book that attracts a good deal of at- 
tention isn’t necessarily screen ma- 
terial. Subject matter here doubt- 
less has dramatic power in its es- 
sence, but it doesn’t come through 


to the audiencé from the screen. 
Less than a moderate grosser all 
around, probably with its weakest 


reaction in the big cities. 


Title doesn’t attract attention to 
start with, and the subject matter 
isn't of wide appeal, having to do 
with what the advance notices de- 
scribe a. ‘a great contemporary so- 
cial conflict,” which everybody con- 
ceded is vividly American and up- 
to-date, but which doesn’t particu- 
larly concern the average fan. 

Conflict in point is the feud be- 
tween southern cotton planter (land 
owner) and tenant farmer (here de- 
scribed as ‘peckerwoods’). It’s the 
industrial capital vs. labor wrangle 
all over again in another setting, 
and not a particularly fascinating 
one at that. 


Picture not well 
presents Barthelmess in another 
luke-warm role, a role which he 
plays without vigor. Nub of the 
drama is that Marvin Blake 
belongs to the under-dog tenant 
farmer class, but is befriended by 
the planter and finds himself be- 
tween two fires—torn by loyalty to 
his class and an obligation to their 
enemy who also is his benefactor. 
Also Marvin falls in love with the 
planter’s daughter. 


That ought to supply a wealth of 
dramatic conflict and histrionic fire- 
works, but it doesn’t. The best you 
fet out of it is that the boy is ex- 
tremely uncomfortable. He knows 
that the farmers are stealing the 
planter's cotton, but he thinks there 
1s some justice on their side. But 
he doesn't do anything about it, but 
Just trails along with both sides in 
@ passive sort of way. One passage 
deals with a man-hunt and a lynch- 
ing, when a poor white farmer kills 
a distant planter. Marvin goes 
along on the hunt, unwillingly, but 
he goes. He makes a feeble effort 
to help the fugitive when he runs 
into him in the swamp, but nothing 
comes of it, and he stands in sorry 
Wwretchedness when the poor devil is 
Strung up. A sorry kind of hero all 
@round. 

In the end there's a showdown. 
The boy has to take sides, and the 
way he meets the issue isn’t any 
cinema epic. He calls a mass meet- 
ing of farmers and planters and 
forces the land owners to agree to a 
co-operative farming scheme. In the 
novel it may have been absorbing. 

On the romantic side Marvin is 
even less admirable. He pays vague 
allegiance to his humble sweetheart 
of the cotton fields, 
down when the headstrong and no- 
better-than-she-should-be daughter 
of the planter pays him violent and 
rather shamele 6 court Idea of a 
tilm taken by 


is done and it 


hero who h&s to be 





but he breaks |} 


storm the heroine is a novel 
slant. 

There is one passage in which the 
little hussy does a coy strip in front 
of him by way of coquetry. Best 
this hero can do in the embarrass- 
ing situation is to gasp, ‘Madge!’ 
This was much too much for the 
Strand audience that witnessed the 
opening. They broke down in mer- 
riment. Bad cutting may have had 


something to do with the untoward 


by 


reaction. Or maybe the censor 
wrecked it. 
Picture has all the flaws of an 


adapted book. Incident is blurred 
and character is foggy. Best feature 
is the playing of some poor white 
farmer types of which there is a 
vast variety. Best are done by 
Henry B. Walthall and Tully Mar- 
shall. 

Bette Davis is the naughty- 
naughty planter’s daughter and her 
rising popularity is really the firm’s 
best chance for business. Dorothy 
Jordan, as the humble farm girl, 
is just a shadow. Indeed, most of 
the people are puppet-like, includ- 
ing the Barthelmess character. 

Rush. 


Gitta Entdeckt Ihr Herz 


(‘Gitta Discovers Her Heart’) 


(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Froehlichfilm production, Capital Film 
release in the U. S. Stars Gitta Alpar 
and Gustav Froehlich. Direction Carl 
Froehlich; adaptation, Dr. J. Brandt and 
Erich Faber from an idea by Tilde Foer- 
ster; lyrics, Dr. Johannes Brandt; music, 
Nicolaus Brodsky. At the Hindenburg, 
N. Y., on grind run, beginning Sept. 29. 
Running time 92 mins. 
ey er eee Gitta Alpar 
Fas 5 o db wdatbias BE6e coved Paul Kemp 
BUGOGOTIO .cccewcccecetecs Leonard Steckel 
PU ccccccesses gavebnses Gustav Froehlich 
BEE. vc cvans wedtieweteses Tibor Von Halmay 
Peters’ Father ...cccoccsscccess Oscar Sabo 
BD, v koccepeceTeneueces Blandine Ebinger 





With the sole exception of ‘Con- 
gress Dances’ (Ufa) this is the best 
German musical turned out in the 
past couple years. Under ordinary 
conditions it ought to ride with ease 
to box office superiority—as, indeed, 
it did in Germany. In America the 
picture is up against the handicap 
of a public satiated with bad Ger- 
man musicals to the extent they re- 
fuse to go to see whether they're 
good or bad any more. Picture de- 
serves making money and perhaps 
will, but it will depend entirely on 
what the distributors and exhibitors 
do for it. 

Film marks the meteoric appear- 
ance in filmdom of Gitta Alpar, a 
blonde and slim Hungarian lass 
with an exceptional voice. Since 
starting to make the film she has 
married Gustav Froehlich, Ger- 
many’s best leading man, who co- 
stars in this picture with her. Gitta 
has everything it takes to get some- 


where in film work and will be 
heard from. 

Story around which the film is 
built is anything but original. It’s 


again the business of the composer 
and the leading woman who sings 
his song and brings him fame plus 
love. It’s so simply and charmingly 
told here, however, that it takes on 
new luster. Miss Alpar’s sense of 
humor and natural charm, Froehl- 
ich’s usual naturalness, and a cer- 
tain simplicity that pervades the en- 
tire production are what put it over. 
That and a lack of what the French 
eall chi-chi. There's nothing fancy, 
no flourishes, no lines of prancing 
girls. And the songs, (there are 
four of them) all seem to fit ex- 
actly into the action and business, 
so that they, too, become simple 
and natural. 

Carl Froehlich, who directed, is 
rapidly assuming major proportions 
in European filmdom. He’s the man 


who did ‘Maedchen in Uniform’ as 
well as ‘Queen Louise,’ both at 
practically opposite ends of the 


range from ‘Gitta’ and both success- 
ful in their own separate spheres. 
A director who can turn from heavy 
drama to light musicals and back 
over night is a rare thing, one that 
can make the transition successful 
is even rarer. But Froehlich seems 
to fit. 

Only one of the songs, a waltz, is 
outstanding, and it may catch on 
via air and discs on this side. If so, 
and if the distributor can capitalize 
that to the extent that was done 
with ‘Zwei Herzen’ by a song, the 
film looks to be in. Kauf. 


Hotel Des Etudiants 


(‘Students’ Hotel’) 


(FRENCH MADE) 

Paris, Sept. 20. 
Noe Bloch production. Osso release. Di- 
rected oy Tourjanskxy. Scenaric by Henri 
Decoin. Made in  Braunberger Richebe 
studios. Recorded Western Electric. Mou- 
lin Rouge, Paris, Sept. 19. Cast includes 
Lisette Lanvin, Raymond Galie, Christian 
Casadesus, Robert Lepers and ‘s‘yivette 
Fillacier. 





Weak in all respects, only point 
of interest being Lisette Lanvin, 
who seems to have big screen possi- 
bilities. Apart from being a test for 
the girl, film has not much value. 

Story shows a students’ rooming 
house in Paris, with a nice girl hav- 
ing an affair with a boy, from which 
she comes out not so nice, but when 
he finds out her predicament he 
does the nice thing, and everything 
ends nicely. Treatment of the story 
is rather raw. Dialog poor, and act- 
ing, especially by the men, indiffer- 
ent. Apart from the first few 100 
feet direction is poor. Studio sets, 
faking open air, are very bad. A 
filler for cheaper houses Mart. 


| 


| 
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Chandu the Magician 


Fox production and release. Features Ei- 
mund Lowe, Bela Lugosi and Irene Ware 
Directed by Marcel Varnel and William C 
Menzies. Based on radio broadcast series 


— 


pen, and the things that happen are 
pretty banal and unoriginal It's 
the business of a poor but happy | 
family that gets wealthy overnight 
with mama and papa going hay- 
wire. Been done a thousand times 
in as many variations, and still isn't 
adult entertainment, but it’s pretty 
nicely handled here and the char- 
icter portrayals are deliciously life- | 
like | 
The child, in the end, of course 
patches everything all up with 
leverybody happy all around. In 
France they liked Danielle Dar- | 
rieux’s performance as the child ; 
very much. It's a pretty bad per- | 
formance if American acting stan- 
dards are applied, being unsubtle | 


by Harry A. Earnshaw, Vera M. Oldham 
and R. R. Morgan. Adaptation and dialog 
by Philip Klein and Barry Conners. Film 
editor, Harold Schuster. Assistant director, 
Walter Maryo. Art director, Max Parker 
Photography, James Wong Howe. Sound 
Joseph E. Aiken. At Roxy, N. Y., for week 
Starting Sept. 30. Running time, 72 min- 
utes. } 
CORSE bc cceoccdeos oe Edmund Lowe 
Premgens Baetl..ccccccceccés Irene Ware 
SED a ch inn cu eeehee ened tas Bela Lugosi 
Albert Miggles........-. -Herbert Mundin 
Robert Regent........... Henry B. Walthall 
Abdullah ...... eocccccecss Weldon Heyburn 
Dorothy ...... oteesceses- Virginia Hammond 
et. Sn $54065 6600008 ves60e00 June Viasek 
a ee ecceccceceseces Nestor Aber 


Lots to sell from the box office, if 
properly sold, but little to deliver 
from the screen. It’s the bait that 
will bring ‘Chandu’ past house aver- 
ages into what may be pretty nice 
returns rather than what people 
will say about it. The knocks may 
be legion, particularly from the men. 
With women and kids no one can 
tell. 

‘Chandu’ carries the fantastic, the 


inconsistent and the ludicrous to 
the greatest lengths yet achieved 


by the screen. Were it to be taken 


seriously, there’d be no enjoyment | 
' full-length 


for anyone. If it’s accepted strictly 
as hoke growing out of the develop- 
ment of the horror cycle, it’s not so 
bad, but it’s still hoke. 

While a variation of the horror 
cycle through the magical angle, pic- 
ture often reaches the point in its 
continuity where it reminds 
serials. In that respect it will prob- 
ably prove oke to those radio fol- 
lowers of Chandu’s adventures. 

Fox, from accounts, may do the 
next thing to a serial in the usual 


manner by making another or sev- | 


eral features around Chandu and 
Roxor, the menace, both of whom 
are not exterminated in the chapter. 
Audience on finish of picture does 
not know whether Roxor perishes or 
not, this probably being a Fox angle 
in order to still have the character 
for a possible sequel. 

Chandu is done by Edmund Lowe 
and Roxor, the madman who hopes 
to conquer the world with a death 
ray secret of which he is after, is 
in the hands of Bela Lugosi. Lat- 
ter looks more himself than in any 
other picture, not going in for too 
much menace on makeup. 

It's an odd assignment for Lowe, 
but his eyes are photographically 
great in close-ups for the hypnotic 
routines. The voice is Lowe’s own 
with no attempt to shroud it with 
the mystic accent of the East. At 
first it’s a shock but that effect later 
wears off. 

The story of ‘Chandu’ is elemen- 
tary. Probably it sounded better 
over the air than it looks on a 
screen. Celluloid is a better medium, 
however, in the effectiveness of sets 
and clever trick photography. Ina 
technical way, there is also much 
that isn’t up to standard, notably 
desert scenes and the houseboat on 
the Nile. ; 

Menace stands out in a pronounced 
way in the sequences taken in and 
around the headquarters of the 
madman of the Nile where Roxor 
(Lugosi) holds an inventor captive 
in an effort to discover the secret of 
a death ray machine designed to 
wipe out cities and civilization. 

Kidnappings, rescues, threat of 
death, miraculous Maneuvers out of 
danger and other wildly impossible 
elements of action figure in the 
story which leads up to its finish 
with the explosion of the death ray 
machine menace. 

Welcome comedy relief is supplied 
by Herbert Mundin as a cockney 
servant who loves his grog. As the 
Princess Nadji, who with Lowe 
weaves a flimsy love interest into 
the proceedings, Irene Ware is ac- 
ceptable. Char. 


LE BAL 


(‘The Ball’) 


(FRENCH. MADE) 

(With Songs) 

Vandal & Delac production. 

release for U. 5S. Direction, William 
Thiele; adaptation by S. Fodor and K. 
Siodmak from a novel by Irene Nemiroy- 
sky; music, W. R.° Heymann. At the 
Little Carnegie, N. Y., on grind run, be- 
ginning Sept. 27. Running time, 81 mins. 


Leo Brecher 


DINE 6665s cebee ste oceetensos Andre Lefaur 
Jeanne, his wife......... Germaine Dermoz 
Antoinette, their daughter 


..Dannielle Darrieux 


Cousin Isabelle.........Margueritee Pierry 
Betts .ccccvcnsges eseceess.- Wanda Greville 
Marcel de Brecourt.....Pierre De Guingand 


Frankly an experiment on the 
part of the American distributor, 
who is attempting to gauge the 
likes and dislikes of the French 
colony in these United States. Sev- 


eral fine French pictures have been | I a 
|} spends half its time building her up 


brought over to flop pretty badly 
because the French 
snubbed them. Here, then 
an ordinary French programmer. 
Maybe the compatriots will go to 
that. Results, of course, remain to 
be seen. 

‘Le Bal’ is not a good picture, but 
it is the sort of film that the ordi- 


is 


nary French home-body ought to 
love. As a matter of record it was 
made in Paris in French and Ger- 
man, with the staff pretty largely 
German. In both countries it was 
pretty well received and got good 
grosses in the subsequent run 


houses. 
Film was made from a novel tell- 
ing about a child’s reaction to the 


life around her and seen pretty 
much through the kid’s eyes. In the 
picture that’s switched to an ordi- 


‘nary telling of the things that hap- 


of | 


| Thorpe 








residents | 


and overboard on ‘emoting. Andre 
Lefaur, as the father, is exception- 
ally fine and Margueritee Pierry, as 
Aunt Isabelle, garners more than 
her share of laughs and applause. 
Germaine Dermoz, as the mother, 
is miscast, but turns in a nice per- 
formance 

William Thiele’s direction is Teu- 
tonic and slow. The photography is 
excellent. Kanf. 





Pack Up Your | Troubles 


Hal Roach 
Hardy in their 
Directed by George | 
McCarey. Dialog 
authorship otherwise credited), | 
Walker: camera, Art Lloyd; 
edited: by Richard Currier. Running time, 
70 mins, at Capitol, N. : week of |} 
Sept. 30 | 
Players: Stan Laurel, Oliver Hardy, Don- | 
‘ld Dillaway, Jacquie Lyn, Mary Carr, | 
James Finlayson, Richard Cramer, Adele 
Watson, Tom Kennedy, Chas. Middelton, 
Muriel Evans, Grady Sutton, Montague 
Shaw, Billy Gilbert 

Seventy minutes of slapstick is a 
tall order for Laurel and Hardy and 
they hardly fill it. It’s one of those 
hokum war farces with the numb- 
skull L. & H. jazzing up the army 
as hapless rookies. 

A sample of the libretto is dump- 


production 
second 


Metro release of 
starring Laure! and 
comedy. 
and Raymond 


Marshall 
(no script 
by H. M 


ing the garbage in the general's 
quarters, just because a sarcastic 
chef told the K. P.’s to do it, in 


reverse English. That gives an idea. 

There’s also a wartime buddy's 
girl baby whom the well-meaning 
Laurel and Hardy endeavor to re- 
turn to her grandparents, a Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith. Trying to identify the 
Smiths through the city directory 
constitutes the major portion of 
that sort of pseudo-comedy. 

After a while it becomes as tire- 
some as it is inanely obvious and 
one wonders why it wasn’t kept to 
the confines of the usual twin-reeler 
as in the past. 

For the Capitol  first-run = on 
Broadway, a costly stage show will 
not suffice to bolster this one. It 
requires more support than that, 
and as a celluloid entry, on its 
merits, it’s for the minor keys. 

Abel. 


BEAUTY PARLOR 


George R. Batcheller production and Ches- 
terfield release. Directed by Richard 
Barbara Kent, Joyce Compton, 
John Harron, Dorothy Revier featured. 
Dialog and adaptation by Harry Sauber 
from story by Marion Orth. M. A. Ander- 
son, photog. At Loew's New York one day 


(Oct. 1). Running time, 66 minutes. 
ea rere ge Soubhe ds Barbara Kent 
BOD ..« onus s0enb ob oenresdeass Joyce Compton 


coeneseediecece John Harron 


Jeffry Colt.. 
..Dorothy Revier 


Stella....... eveccecer 








BUFR. sc c00088 Coccccsecccscecesd Albert Gran 
Fremont.......- eeseseseess Wheeler Oakman 
Herman Bauer. ...esseccseesces Mischa Auer 
EO. «00500 6bsboasee con ae ee Betty Mack 

Bright chances for independent 


film producers to step into the im- 
portant release feld, never brighter 
than right now, are dimmed rather 
than helped by this one. ‘Beauty 
Parlor’ is typical of the old school 
indie production, a quickie in every 
aspect. Its proper element is double 
bill splitting or, at best, single fea- 
turing in the hideaways. 

Story was an impossible founda- 
tion in the first place, but the chief 
factor in making everything look 
bad, including the cast, is the dialog. 
Every line is a struggle for the play- 
ers. They're not only up against 
heavy odds in the way of a plot, but 
the chatter they’re forced to hand | 
out reflects upon their ability.. 

That Richard Thorpe'’s direction 
did much to help a poor scenario is 
questionable. With the words they 
have to mouth, his actors couldn't 
be impressive under any sort of 
direction, although a more proficient 
motivation job might have been 
possible. The story would have a 
tough time, anyway, but the way it 
hops around and loses the scent pre- 
cludes all chances. 

Barbara Kent, petite brunet, play- 


19 


VARIETY 


THIS SPORTING AGE 


Mlumbia produc n > Jack 
Holt starred Directed by Andrew W. Ben 
nison and A. F. Erickson Adoptation and 
iialoe by Dudlev Nichols f m J K M 
(Cuinness tory reddy Tetzlaff photog 
At Loew's State. New Yor week of Sept 
") Running time, 71 minutes 
Capt. John Steele Jack Hot 
Mickey Steele ~~ Evalyn Koapp 
Johnny Raeburn 7 Hoar > A whet 
Charles Morrell Wa ” 
Jerry O' Day J. Farrell M maid 
Mrs. Rita Dunean Ruth W ton 
Mrs. Wainleigh Nora Lane 
Ann Erskine _ Shirley mer 
Surgeon Ha Price 

That which ‘Sporting Age’ lacks 
in the way of a story is partly cov- 


ered up by three pleasant cast leads 
but not enough. The lack demotes 
the picture to the programmer class 
since, while slightly better than the 
average of that calibre, it can't rate 
higher booking consideration 

The build-up process for Jack Holt, 
through which he’s made into a 
superman, is a little too much for 
this always likeable actor to square 
He remains likeable, but this time 
he’s unbelievable. Evalyn Knapp 
and Hardie Albright aren't up 
against such a handicap, so they 
have an easier time of it 

Holt, for a change, isn’t on the 
short end of a love triangle. Al- 
though he mixes up in a side ro- 
mance or two with admiring ladies, 
his object of affection this time is 
his daughter, played by Miss Knapp 
In turn Miss Knapp is loved by Al- 
bright and compromised in a rather 


| foolish scene by Walter’ Byron. 
Byron, like the girl's father and 
sweetheart, is a polo player, too 
Holt avenges his daughter's be- 
trayal in a polo game that’s a lot 
more exciting than polo usually is 


on the screen. Although the racing 
ponies are nice to watch, they don't 
carry many thrills in themselves. 
The kick here is the private battle 
between Holt and Byron, which re- 
sults in the latter's death. 


The death is deliberate man- 
Slaughter rather than accidental, 
and although it’s only partly con- 
doned by the motive the majority of 
customers probably will favor it. 
However, it can’t help but weaken 
Holt’s character after an hour has 
been spent in building him up as a 
different sort of person. 

They set Holt up as a greater- 
than-great guy right off the bat. 
The buildup continues until the 
man is too good to be true. His 
vices, such as a snorter now and 
then and a slight penchant for ador- 
ing ladies, are nothing to condemn 
him for. As Capt. Steele, the U. S. 
army’s champ polo player, he spends 
the first five minutes in giving a 
soldier a lesson in fisticuffs behind 
the barn for mistreating a horse. 
Then, instead of breaking it up 
When catching the boys in the midst 
of a crap game, as captains usually 
do, he makes them change to an 
honest pair of dice. Later on he's 
shown tossing a couple of naturals 
himself at the officers’ club. 


Miss Knapp and Albright are a 
pleasant pair of juves. In past per- 
formances the former has been an 
actress first and a looker second. 
This time she looks as well as she 
acts, which means Miss Knapp has 
located the only thing missing from 
her screen attributes. She ought to 
get some place on strength of this 
one, Bige. 


ILLEGAL 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(Witn Songs) 


Warner quota production and Vitagraph 


release. Starring Isobel Elsom and featur- 
ing Margot Grahame and Moira lynd 
Story by Irving Asher. Sereen play by 
Rolant Pertwee, William McGann, director 
Martin Sandy, asst. dir. Willard Van En 
ger and ©. J. Knowles, camera Ceo 
Groves and Leslie Murray, sound oe 
Garside, art. At Loew's New York tuestre 
one day, Sept. 27, as one-half of a double 
bill, Running time, 64 minutes. 


One of the Warner quota pictures 
made at the Twickenham studios 
and chanced over here under the 
Vitagraph release label. Produced 
with considerable care, but handi- 
capped by an infantile story with on 
impossible climax. Probably figured 
that the advertising lines, such as 
‘She paid for her mother's shame,’ 
would carry it over. It can be sin- 
gled in the ‘B’ section, but it will 
not make good, and the back kick 
may hurt. Better as part of a 
double bill, with names, if possible, 
on the other offering. 

Story is that of an English wom- 


an of breeding whose second hus- 
band wastes the fortune the first 





ing the lead, looking nice all the 
time, makes an indifferent impres- 
sion with her playing. The script 


as strictly a ‘no’ girl, but Miss Kent 
badly advised. She's an irri- 

heroine. Joyce Compton, 
Harron and Herman Bauer 
victims of literary exag- 
ind directorial mishan- 


was 
tating 
John 
ire other 
peration 
jling 

AS lives of two manicurists 
ind several customers of a _ hotel 
barber shop and nail clipping parlor | 
ire interwoven, the yarn is remind- | 


the 


ful of the ‘Grand Hotel’ type of 
theme. One love strain, that between 
Miss Kent and Harron, predori- | 
; nates, but minor surrounding heart 


matches dovetail in the development 


of a many-sided plot 

Picture doesn’t look as bad as it 
plays Miss Kent wears some nice 
clothes for a girl who loses her job 
midway and almost has to r ‘ 
in akay for money, not love Bidge \ 


left her and their two little daugh- 
ters. She pays the man’s gambling 
debts and packs him off to Africa 
With a head waiter she starts a 
night club, and between the unlaw- 


ful sale of liquor after hours and 
gambling on the side she rolls up 
a pile. Her two children are sent 
to a select finishing school She 
eventually is arrested and sent to 
jail. The publicity ousts her 
daughters from the school. They 
come back and reopen the club, 
playing on the level, and with noth- 
ing more for a pull than their ap- 


peals to their old school friends and 


ithe singing of one of the girls. Not 
1 bad voice, but it takes more than 

that to keep a swank London club 

buzzing 

The mother is released, and that 

p ipitates a showdown with the 

! rnd io has returned from 

(Continued on page 27) 
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SENSATION!... TOMORROW, 





WILL BE SHOUTING ITS PRAIS 
MOTION PICTURE ART!...) 


“An outstanding production of the new cinema season .. . John Barrymore giving one of the 
most brilliant performances of his career . . . Billie Burke bringing back to the screen the charm 
that endeared her to film audiences... and Katharine Hepburn making a striking and auspicious 
debut in her first cinema role. A powerful drama of emotions skillfully directed by George 
Cukor . . . Barrymore gives to the role the sensitive understanding of the great artist.”—Rose 
Pelswick, N. Y. Evening Journal. 

* 


“An affecting talkie ... an excellent cast . .. has been done with a considerable amount of talent 
as well as a considerable amount of of taste ... Mr. Barrymore is quite excellent ... Miss Hepburn 
is charming . . . Billie Burke, youthful, refreshing.” —Johu S. Cohen, ]r., N. Y. Sun. 


* 





“Eminently satisfactoty and welcome feature ... Mr. Barrymore’s performance is incisive and 


telling ... Miss Hepburn’s characterization is one of the finest seen on the screen.”—Mordaunt 
Hall, N. Y. Times. 











ys HAVRE * 
crar “Builds to its smashing conclusion ... magnificently acted . . . an impressive, forceful movie, sure 
ALL to have potent appeal for the women. The drama is substantial and no finer acting has been seen 
MORDAUNT H on the screen this season.”——Bland Johaneson, N. Y. Daily Mirror. 
NS 
YEAMA 
eur nBer™ ws ge 
ev 
+e & ss 
ae | 
& e & 7 | ~ 
q z « J 
x 3 in Clemence Dane’s 
&, =< 
~§ “A BILL OF 
ee | 
Mg, iy, s 
“eho, cl with KATHARINE HEPBURN, BILLIE BURKE, 
a a i A MRRP NEON OF RENE BNE IPR RNA ASI 
s ey, 
- WER 8. wi 
O° LLiA 
B. WURZBACH “Up, ROBERT J. GORDON = BASIE ” Ss J. LEWIS ” 
2b, FRANK P . “& cranny CARROM * * on™ cnt 
6d “Oey, ERIC M. KNIGH oo oo FRANK J. KLIER yn? ¥ ue 
s Eis, yor S H 
3 FI Qe JA * AROLD 
HARRY |. NN s w 
L. KNAPp i a? D. H. HAWLEY ®. KENNA) 9 
2s, mash 
WILLIAM F. GLEASON Ron, GILBERT E. KANOUR a om DORIS ARDEN > Sa 








| EDV 


a 
o 
5 
E 


al 





NN 


SON, 


BER, 


Tuesday, October 4, 1932 VARIETY 








° AUM AND ®. 
"EDWARD M t RE %, = #0 “ 
c grannit we KEue x, MEL WASHBURN "ay Te, ° MARTIN ‘ 44 
_ gprt gO” soeavery D. TOOHEY “9 | 0 thy 
s ‘ Ne, hy Ce) s 
Se ye Oy ad <A, € % 
Po < ie uMan M, ¢ % 
eR. pe atte ye: p. Ket , % 
eo Ros S yer . yomeso’ curv % % 
& ERSEN = nt? * pAN THY ow yack T. Me ty 
H. VIGGO AND ee a Ge % % 
re \ _G. WEAR, JR. “Op 
OF BERNARD, ‘ MIRIAM BEL MISS-ELEANOR WILSON c>*” ' 7) 
, JR.  & 
a ° 
HAIL A NEW DRAMATIC a Fe 
4, , C 


THE PRESS OF THE WORLD 











wv 





ES FOR THIS TRIUMPH OF THE 


ev. ¢« 
“Barrymore offers fine acting in “Bill of Divorcement” ... powerful drama. ... presented before 


the season’s most distinguished audience . .. one of the most effective dramas to.reach film form 


... the portrayal of Barrymore ranks with his finest characterizations. Billie Burke makes her SHAW «tee 
talkie debut in a blaze of glory while Katharine Hepburn presents a vigorous, vibrant personality LEN G. Qrt ae) 
certainly marked for film distinction.”—Regina Crewe, N. ¥. American. HARO we 
(D HEFFERNAN 
® yy KER 
A sensitive and effective motion picture... produced with taste and intelligence and admirably 2 yAMES BA 
acted by John Barrymore, Katharine Hepburn and Billie Burke... It provided a poignant, photo- ty % 
graph of a well-written, intelligent and sanely tragic stage play .. ."—Richard Watts, Jr., N. Y. O& Q 
Herald-Tribune. ¢ “x, > 
* @ fh 
oe Lh 
“Mayfair film hit with Barrymore . . . Barrymore, Burke and Hepbura combine to give film “S>. % 
audiences a tender and gripping picture... it is impressively done indeed. Barrymore’s perform- Qo, A 


ance is as fine as he’s done in some seasons."—Irene Thirer, Datly News. 


* 


“We wish to go on record here and now that we have personally seen nothing finer on the screen 
in the past few months ...”—Jack Alicoate, The Film Daily. 







RRYMORE 


Magnificent Play 


DIVORCEMENT” 


DAVID MANNERS Directed by George Cukor 
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(Continued from page 7) | ference hy —-, pn ligt Bh Chicago, Oct. 3. (Continued from page 10) 
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perenne oly Bm been some | erable block for this inactive, eS New York FOX Painted Divorce in 70,000 Tit aee 
weak short selling. continued to command bids at 29 Albany, Oct. 3. | High. $41,500 Woman Family Witnesses wana 
If there is to be a material ad-| through the week. Discrepancy be- Brightwater Theatre Corp., Manhat-|[ow,. 11,000 $22,500 $26,500 $22,000 — 
vance along the line it ought to be| tween senior Keith and Orpheum tan: theatricals; $10,000. a Pola Negri (Rio Rita’) 
preceded about this time by some| make it gg tg there is wae ge hac Margo Sens See Kings; the- George 
: P SS.iv ize : apar : atrical; 000. fi eee eg Carpentier 
definite good news about business.| vantage in the Crmer at © tm: artiate’ vepresen ; : 
Season now has ances to the ne a a aa PE mage Seatac: theatrical busi- KEITH'S ee See oo - M ae Fd dl are a 
1 point where vague talk of ‘improv com a . — eo ness; 100 shares no par. anhattan: |High. $20,000 Lady ai $6,000 
; nti ’ and ‘better feeling in There was another touch of in- F. P. Productions, Inc., Manha ; : 8,000 $11,500 $16,000 , 
i soereens ’ sonal better-/ consistency in contrary movements pictures; $10,000. ow Low.. 4,600 $ (2d week) 
; te Bn EE li ~ ld about | of Gen. Electric and Westinghouse; The Dark Hours, Inc., Manhattan; 
ati ments in most lines wou Ut} oO en. ° “et * 300 sh:z no par. 
: reach a peak shortly. Thereafter, in| former selling off 1% and latter ad- ag core Rn Theatres, Inc,, Kings; the- MONTREAL 
i absence of actual improvement, | yancing 5%. trical; $2,500. ne 
ie aaaimese will have to turn their Among the minor issues, there wr Wieay Productions, Ene. Manhattan: Sept. 3 Sept. 10 Sept. 17 Sept. 24 
if —o ee ee | eee coer cies scenes 1 ae Wen, "Tene Machetes: LOEW'S Hold ’Em 70,000 Downstairs | Bachelor's 
; in ear. . solidated Film Industries preferred, satrical: $15,000. ; : Witnesses $13,000 airs 
‘if Last year at this time, for in-| suggesting a speculative play on in- oThe “Buffalo Palais Corp., Buffalo; | High, +190 $12,000 $13,000 $12,000 
s stance, the normal market based on| creased west Coast seasonal a theatrical; aes sates ne Dar. ee Low.. ’ i 
ai autumn prospects had found that] ity. Small flurry of two weeks ago| M estic 8 ore Soe, Wane ude. ares OE 1 
Hi, sal! Dusiness was over-discounted | in Columbia Pictures, died out com: |hattans Programs for brow igh. $22,000| “Deen” | ‘Tonight’ | Featines | ‘Calomity 
ay and a downdrift had set in, culmin-| pletely although one of the lay | *’Velazco Productions, Inc., New York; |High, $32,000 $11,500 $16,000 $18,000 $12,500 
St ating in new bottoms all along the| newspapers made a financial Page | theatrical; 100 shares no par. Inc., New | LOW-+__ 7,000 . ; Against Down to 
| line on Oct. 5. After that prices] feature of the company’s advan- =e oper ten 193,000 a eee CAPITOL Skyscraper | Speak Easily bo id and Earth and 
P F rebounded on hopes for a spring im-/|tageous position as a non-theatre wy eg of Radio Technique, |High. $30,000! Souls and and 4 _ aoe Beanariiia 
qi provement. Except for the polit- operating unit in a quoted inter- Inc., New York; instruction in broad-|Low,. 5,500| Women Who Woobene pyr 318 000 
y i ical situation there is no great dif-! view with Jack Cohn. casting and technique; 300 shares no asa ake $12,500. 
#4 par. ae i ’ — 
PEF . . » Inc., Manhattan; pic- > . 7 * 
} 1b Summary for week ending Saturday, Oct. 1: spaengan Tatars, ie. Me rg om PRINCESS” Explorers of American Magic Night yp oe 
| Change of Name High. 4 orld anc 
3 iin STOCK EXCHANGE Net che From Consolidated Orchestras Book- Low.. 4,500! Love Affair Pan — Seen in 
"a a tans — a » g ' oO - 
High, w. Sales Issue and rate. High. Low. Last. for wk. ae See own Manhattan $7,000 Vitro $7000 Town 
3% Teer ee AMOTTOOE “WORE. cccenesésnccesese . +5 es 1% bid 9.000 $7,000 
14% 4% 1,000 Columbia P. Vic...ssccccsescees 18% 11% a Pe ah $3. i Petite de Fils 
55% 1 1,200 Consol. Film....... ececccccdeses ifornia : a etite , 
11% 2 3:400 Consol. Film, PEG..covsccsecsese 8 6% 8 +1% - ante. Oct. 8 IMPERIAL Service de eats Pe Montparnesee | D’Ameriaue 
87% 35% 9,100 Eastman Kodak (5)....cccccccee 50% 8 oA == ee ee "of | High. bey 4 si te0 $2,200 $1,800 $1,750 
54 1 3,900. Fox, Class A........ te eeccccees 4} ‘ : ait Remington ctures , aS a , “16 + Seba 
2 Me 8% anaes Gen. Elec. (40C.). sccccccccccccee 20% 17% = —1% California.” Capital ae aa os Low (French) (French) (New Low) 
30 < e » ptc < 2f « 4 $40 subscribed. a " im, 41% 
4 ‘ 2 us Meceivacvoee 4\4 31 32 —2% > , Martin Gendel. 
on so a ene: “ie oo a ee +1% the Hispanotone "Company. Capital PHILADELPHIA 
2) 1 Madi Sq. Garden..... Bly 344 3% 25,000, 300 subscribed. 7 . 
cin 14” Gey Met-G-M pref. *U.89) 2202 ag ae 20 bid + ly aad Lindenfela, Lucia Ville- Sept. 3 Sept. 10 Sept. 17 Sept. 24 
15 3% 220 Orpheum pfd.......... peeees 11% 9% 9% —1% | cas. E Speak Easily Crooner Devil and Downstairs 
11% 1% 49,000 Nene le enbabese osbenbene > & 5% - 4 Jesse E. Lasky Productions, Ene. Cap- as reat p $17,000 $15,500 Deep $13,000 
\ 500 Pathe Exchange. ...ceccccccccces 7 - was , 1,000 shares, none subs ved. igh. ,000 af, —s 
oi 14 1,500 Pathe, Class Avesvssvvee ae +, a 3% — 4 | Scene EH. Lasky, Lioyd Wright, Charies |p,an: SSiQno) = S70 Fatty $17,500 
13% 21 105 200 Radio Corp see ee eeeeeees Se eeeeree 105% 916 9% — & Millikan. . Arbuckle 
7% 1% Wee GARG: bicdedscese eer errersccccore 6 , 4% 5% — % International Transcriptions, Ltd. C ap- x " ea Ben te Last Mile Chandu 
1% va | ea area seeeeeres % % -, ital stock, 1,000 shares, all subscribed, FO ° go Earth $17,000 $18.500 
50 23 10 Universal Ist pref. (8)...ccecces et) os ts al Irving B. Fogel, Georges Musaphia, G. High. $41,000 a $18 000 dis . 
op” . pei ee ee ee sséawsaguesnente | 4: = 6bid =" a ee how ..__SOeee | Stage £ x H e Horse Blessed Event 
43% 15% 81,200 Westinghoate ssrscecscceccscese §68TR 33% 36% + % Race Night Corperation. Capital stock, yall = 2a rata kes Feather Feathers $14,500 
- " subscribed. saurence i ; ’ ’ . 
CURB Le Baron, "Andrew Stone, Howard Bp. |High. $37,000 $17,500 f11.000 
Henshey. . et a 2d _week) _ 
16 4% 100 ase Piste ii whcebeeeee ccece u *. 11 ¥ Inglewood Boys’ Band. eat 
1 1,900 Je F -st Radio. see eee roeecasce = ‘ *k. an 4 obbins, so “. 
| Hs % 1.000 Seni, Thea. E. nati cbse Pas x okt si ‘. rel Lester O. Luce, J. L. Rosenberg, PORTLAND, ORE. 
; 300 ‘Technico bieseesscees cocceoee : : = ; than. a aeons 
PR Re Rarer ccc fy BRE = 8 Recess ca af nar, Ancien Sent. 5 __ | — Sept. 10__ _ Sent 17" | Sent. 24 
No capital stock. Marquis de la Falaise D t 70, andu 
: ray e ‘orget, Yvonne PAR- Love Me own to , 
1, BONDS de la Coudraye, Albert Forget, ne a. Earth Wiltnamnee $11,000 
: _ seph Fazenda, Teddy C. Rocher: AMOUNT Tonight a 
j 1 $201,000 Gen. Thea. Eq 40 * sj 4 4 — % a pA pected eahpeee of Harry E. |High. $22,500 $11,500 $13,000 $12,000 
if os” 24 "18,000 Keith 6's, °46......c000. 41% a ; Edington, Inc., e's Loge Ltd \Low 5,000} Stage Show ee 
j 34 Oe Os ee ede Se SO 85 tb, +1) re its to sell stoc issued to: ROW... 9, ial rd == 
/ a 29 11:000 Pathe Ts,  eaelatehtgah ° 2 . 70 70 =< Majestic Film Distributors. To issu¢ R.K.O. Blonde Back Street Hold =m set le ae 
; ot 13 23,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, °47 34 28 29 > three of 1,000 no par shares. : ORPHEUM Captive $5,800 Jail Paradise 
= 10% 79.000 Par-Pub 51'S, "59. ...006 Bl 27% 28 —3 Jefferson Pictures Corporation. To is- High. $24,000 $4.700 $5,500 $6,900 = 
104% 50 21,000 RKO debs 6'8......ccec0 ereeses y “33 a A + % sue all of 1,000 no par shares, is . 2000 | | 
foe \ t FF oe , eee e O45 ue oe ; enti ~ SOW | — — | —_—______ ——__— —— 
’ e rae 18°00 Sadaes’ Seen 8, DOs iviesates . 82 31 31 : Oklahoma UNITED rannen to at ae —_ a 
klahoma City, Oct. 3. ARTISTS e ’ . bs 
Over the Counter, N. Y. Sooner-State kaeemant 436. a High. $13,000 $4,500 $7,000 $3,500 
more, Okla, Capital stock $25,000 de) Low.. 2500! ___ ee _ fh Se | 
Bid. Asked. “orporators, E. Lowenstein, Lorena —_— 
1 ee ccane wes SN icky ost cvascsande > 0 i Lowenstein and Bobbie Bullock, all ! (Continued on page 25) 
as 4, Theatre efs. of derosit sold £25.000, 6 high. 4 low, 51% last, net up I, Ardinore, 
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Ousted Stagehands Sit 
On Boxes in Alley 
During Warner Dispute 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

Two members of Stagehands’ local 
83 are spending their time sitting 
on soap boxes in the alley along- 
side Warners’ Western. They've 
been there for two weeks. On or- 
ders from the international, the men 
insist that they are working for the 
house, but L. E. Halper and Leon 
Levy, Warner theatre heads here, 
assert they let out the union crew 
when the house installed remote 
control operation of stage and house 
lights and curtains, Aug. 20. 

Union insists that installation of 
the equipment, which is worked 
from the projection booth, does not 
abrogate its contract with the 
house, and, after getting nowhere 
with Halper and Levy, has turned 
the matter over to the hands of the 
IA, which is taking it up with 
Warners’ New York labor contact. 





Leni and Don Added 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Radio has added Leni Stengel and 
Don Dilloway to the cast of ‘The 
Animal Kingdom.’ 





A Column of 
Successful 
Showmen! 


A. E. LICHTMAN 
Lichtman Theatres 
Washincton, D. C. 


















*“*Wewant 
totake this [ae 
opportunity 
of telling 
you and the 
rest of the 
country of 
our Com- 
plete Satis- 
faction 
with your 
product 
during this past year. The 
booking of Columbia product 
in our 14 theatres just proves 
one thing—give us the pictures 
and we can do the business, 
and this is evidenced by the 
fact that the 1933 contracts 
have already been signed, seal- 
ed and delivered for our entire 
circuit.”” 


JACK YEO 


Plaza Theatre 
Burlington, Wis. 


“fT am very 
happy that 
I was one of 
the lucky 
exhibitors 
privileged 
to show 
Columbia 
Product 
this year. 
From pres- 
ent indica- 
tions all Columbia 


pictures 
thus far shown have delighted 
my box office.”’ 


M. J. DALY 


Liberty Theatre 
Hartford, Conn. 


You can’t 
fool a “Nut- 
megger.” 
They get 
their mon- 
ey’s worth, 
That’s why 
Mr. Daly 
has gone 
Columbia 
100 percent. 











“Undoubtedly will draw big 
crowds.” —Baltimore- Post. 


WASHINGTON 
MERRY-GO-ROUND 
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Inquisitive Public 





Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

Information bureau recently 
installed at the Fox West 
Coast home office, handles an 
average of 17,337 inquiries 
every days concerning 
the attractions at the com- 
pany’s 72 houses in the Los 
Angeles territory. During the 
same period, 21,575 traffic, or 
business, calls went through 
the PBX board, the latter 
check having been made dur- 
ing a week when most of the 
execs were out of town. 

Peak business at the board 
is 19,000 information calls a 
week, and 25,000 traffic. Heavi- 
est hours for information in- 
quiries is between 3:30 and 
and 8:30 p. m., with four op- 
perators on the job. Crew 
consists of eight, under Chief 
Operator Nola DeHaas. 


seven 














Theatre vs. Exchange 
$50,000 Arbitration Up 


Buffalo, Oct. 3. 

Arbitration proceedings between 
the Lafayette and Pathe Exchange, 
Inc., were begun here this week on 
the theatre’s claim for $50,000 dam- 
ages by reason of Pathe’s failure 
to deliver its 1930-1931 product pro- 
gram following its sell-out to RKO. 
The action has been pending in 
the courts here for over a year. 

The Lafayette in*the summer of 
1931 sought to enjoin RKO from de- 
livering pictures to Shea (Publix) 
which it claimed had been pre- 
viously sold to it by Pathe. The in- 
junction was denied. Thereafter a 
proceeding to enforce arbitration 
under the contract was commenced 
in Supreme Court here with Su- 
prenie Court Justice Norton hand- 
ing down an extended opinion hold- 
ing that the contract was enforce- 
able and that Pathe was* obliged to 
arbitrate the claim with the La- 
fayette. This order is now on ap- 
peal to the Appellate Division. 





Whitewashing ‘Ingagi’ for 
Bookings in Calif.-Ariz. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

Stopped by a flock of injunctions 
when last shown here, ‘Ingagi,’ wild 
animal feature, has been given a 
haircut and will again be exhibited 
in the California and Arizona ter- 
ritory. Pathfinder Productions, a 
new company, has taken over book- 
ing of the film. Mike Newman and 
Fred Siegel originally owned state 
rights on the pic for the territory. 

Pathfinder is headed by Charles 
R. Hawthorne, with W. F. Wallace, 
William Campbell and A. F. Linkoff 
in the company. Wallace and 
Campbell were the Congo Produc- 
tions, which made the film, the lat- 
ter having directed. The company 
is at Tec-Art. 


Millard Hides Activity, 
But Wage Claims Pile Up 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

Latest manipulation of S. S. Mil- 
lard to get him into hot water is 
his undercover operation of the 
California (downtown) as a sex film 
house, playing ‘Madame _ Louise’s 
istablishment.’ Three employees 
have filéd wage claims against Mil- 
lard, alleging that he has failed to 
pay them. 

They are Frank M. Sanford, door- 
man, seeking $30; Bernice Gannon, 
usherette, $8, and Florence Wells, 
costume maker, $5.40. 





Invents Gimmick to Beat | 
Law Covering Lotteries 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Hoping to circumvent the accu- 
sation of conducting a lottery, when 
giving prizes at theatres, Andrew 
Stone, comedy director, uses a short 


film trailer that shows numerals 
corresponding to those on tickets 


given away at the door. 
Idea will be developed by a cor- 





poration, consisting of Stone, Lau- 
rence LeBaron, nephew of William | 
LeBaron, and Harold B. Henshey, | 
Hollywood, attorney. 


Another Asthur Bomb 


Worcester, Mass., Oct. 3. 

With the union strike settled only 
a week and the house reopened for 
period, a sulphur bomb | 
exploded in Harry Arthur's } 
Palace here, but none was injured 
as the bomb burst in an unoccupied 
rear section of the orchestra 


Grasp the keynote to 
successtul publicity 











MACHINISTS» Fy 
PEE <i There is a reason for your 
weekly habit of digesting 
’ the contents of “Variety.” 
It is because “Variety's” 
news of what is happen- 
ing in the entertainment 
world covers the field so 
well that people in all 
walks of life subscribe for, 
buy it, and read it as you 
do yourself. Publicity in 
“Variety” not alone blan- 
kets show business, but 
also seeps through to 
your audience. 















4 il Showmen 
IE 


If you are sufficiently interested in your own 
success, you will take the trouble to check a 
KNOWN fact among performers—that many 
stars readily acknowledge the value of 
“Variety” advertising. 





NEW YORK 
154 West 46th Street 


HOLLYWOOD 
Taft Building 


CHICAGO 
Wood's Theatre Building 


LONDON 
8 St. Martins Place, Trafalgar Square 
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Smiling out loud in ‘Frisco over “TIGER SHARK’S” 4-year 
eae eae 


record!... Cheering in New York because BARTHELMESS’ iS 


ia ae 


“CABIN IN THE COTTON” opening beat even “Blessed 
_ Event’!...And from coast to ceast you'll find them grin- 


g at the glad box-office news that comes rolling in 
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‘they know the kind of dough they can count on from-- Lo. 





POWELL AND FRANCIS IN “ONE WAY PASSAGE” (OCT. 22) = 
eS Hic 
FOUR GREAT STARS IN “THREE ON A MATCH” (OCT. 29) ss 

_ “THEY CALL IT SIN” WITH YOUNG AND BRENT (NOV. 5) Hi 


Poca Sg Sate an ats 








FAIRBANKS AND CARROLL IN “SCARLET DAWN” (NOV. 12) + 


Hig 


PAUL (“SCARFACE”) MUNI IN “I AM A FUGITIVE” (NOV. 19) - 
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Comparative Grosses for September 
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(Continued from page 22) 
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Alibis Out 





Los Angeles, Oct. 8. 
They're making it easy for 
the patrons to find out who's 
who around the RKO (Hill- 
street) which reopened Friday 





























‘Coast’s Crazy Operation Grows: 


Duals, Giveaways Entrenched 






















































































































































































rs Sept. 3 __Sept. 10 __ Sept. 17 | Sent. 24 (30). Neat card in the ticket 
~ METRO- Two Against 70,000 A Successful Night of booth window carries the name With Pex W al ‘Gast ent te a 

POLITAN orld itnesses Calamity June 13 of the manager, assistant, oe - abe i rma 

igh. $66,000 $20,000 $33,000 $28,400 28.200 cashier and doorman. pyaar nigel firm in their polic leq o 

ow.. 16,200} Stage Show Jessel- Mitchell and Harry ‘Now they won't have to ||7ouble-feature programs, giv e- 

Talmadge Durant Richman write letters to find out who's france! — seein b.o. pares, ata 

one to blame for the show,’ re- | Sepenceat Cheawes OWAOTe = 

oo “riganza marked Cliff Work. Southern California, who have stood 
R.K.O. Back Street Bird of Back Street Bird of ;}pat against dual features, or who 
MEMORIAL $25, Paradise $14,500 Paradise | have played them through necessity, 

_ “1 140 Vaude. $22,700 $9,500 Mayo *s Credo are now satisfied there is no relief 
Low. 6.140 * 7 in sight, at least during the cur- 

KEITH'S | Night Club | Thirteenth |~ Bird of Most puak wav. deca. Te cape Wel 

Bee 000 ae oper —— Gaggeroue (Continued from page 2) increasing. 

— 4, Vaude. : Olsen and $16,800 has uncovered one of its weak- Give-away stunt reached its cli- | 
Johnson Roger Wolfe | 2€5ses. max in the past three weeks, when | 

Kahn He finds the situation inevitable | Fox West Coast disposed of 100 | 

os in an art that is commercially |automobiles to patrons holding lucky | 
KANSAS CITY geared. Studios that are obligated | numbers. Cars cost the cireuit | 

_— "3 : for 60 or more annual releases can- | around $25,000, and followed the | 
MAIN pent of 5 oie eerie poeet not pause over the fine points of | Wholesale refrigerator giveaways of | 
P y a few weeks earlier. Indie theatre 

STREET Paradise $21,000 $23,000 $19,000 sensitive proguction, They must /% 

igh. $32,000 $21,000 ; subdue inspiration to a time |Owners say they cannot compete 

= 8,000 Vaude. pane eae schedule. ;against such competition, though 

LOEW'S Last Mile Divorce in Robinson Grand Hotel It would be ideal if each super- |Many of them continue to conduct 

MIDLAND $8,200 Family Crusoe $27,000 visor never had to turn out more |country store and other freak 
yosy ay $10,800 $11,900 than eight pictures a year—and if Ch —" in The ae 
-- : those eight releases ceauld be divided ambertain eatres 

NEWMAN Love Me Two Against Doctor X Successful | among no less than four directors. : y a 
High. ary ty -y bbe $6,000 Colney With two—at the most three—pro-; Enforced Sale Up Again 
MT ERT Miss pet Passport t west = d ome 8 re ee, Serer Pottsville, Pa., Oct. 3. 

igh. $13,400| Pinkerton Witness os ~ lea levels would be given the prerogative to! six stockholders of the defunct 
¥~ 2,800 $4,000 $4900 sas 0 wet approve and shape his material, to| Chamberlain A Co. I of 

ow.. , ‘ .40 . ae *hamberlain mus. Oo, Inc., | 
work subjectively on thoughtful, Shamokin, have filed a petition in; 

BIRMINGHAM we ete a aa Northumberland County Court at 

J 4 Sunbury, asking that certification 

~- Sept. 3 Sept. 10 Sept. 17 Sept. 24 really expecting an answer, ‘is that | o¢ the sheriff's sale of the company’s 
| = Napeaaat Devil and Love Me Down to 70,000 to be done? Towns are still over- | theatres be refused. The sale took 
i . baer eae hp wires populated with theatres that will) piace in June at the instance of the | 
RITZ Bird of Back Street Ans of H id "Ee close if Hollywood does not feed) pennsylvania Trust Co. Reading, 
High Paradise “$6,500 | Consent and “Jail | them with product. The circle is|representing the mortgage bond- 
Low.. $4,800 3 e $5,100 vicious, and I'm too engrossed in| polders. The claim is made that if 
Speaks : picture-making to worry about it. I) the five theatres had been sold to- 

a - $4,500 take assignments and try to like/ gether, money might have been 

EMPIRE Tenderfoot Miss Winner Take! Speak Easily | them.’ saved for the stockholders. 

igh. $4,000 Pinkerton All $4,100 That seems a comforting credo Reports are current that Lans- 
Low.. $4,100 $3,900 for a director who has handled | ford business men are trying to buy 

STRAND Street of Congorilla Molly Week-End slapstick, sob-stuff, romance, com-|the two Chamberlain theatres in 
High. Women , Louvain Marriage | edy and drama. Mr. Mayo enjoys} that town and put at least one of 
Low. : $1,600 $1,500 $1,50 = being switched from one medium to] them into permanent operation. The 

the next when materials are to his | mines in that locality are now oper- 

LOUISVILLE liking. He says it’s good for a di-;ating on a _ better —_ _ 

— = i , ictures, they be- 
Sept. 3 Sept. 10 Sept. 17 Sept. 24 rector—keeps him from growing|there’s money in p res, 

LOEW’S mj Mile BI adie of Sa ei G ae Hotel | *tale. The agony of pessimism that lieve. The Pennsylvania Trust Co., 
High. $28,000 $6,800 ae Follies sanly ‘ "* ! settles about an assignment he] Reading, has been approached for a 
Low.. 4, $8,300 $6,100 doesn’t like may drive him to turn- | price. 

STRAND Horse Down to Love Me Back Street | ing out the best job of his career. r . 
Low, *"zoo| "Sevece | pases | “srsee , Se ae et Same? use| even the Prisoners Cant 

‘ : ‘ 5 courage 
a 

RIALTO War Corre- Devil and 70,000 Chandu there’s hope—even in Hollywood Take Parrish’s Bombs 
High. $16,000 spondent the Deep Witnesses $5,900 where production, says the always Champaign, Ill, Oct. 3 
ss bl bas uae a ahd egel Er. Maye, 16.0n the nature. John Craig Parrish, ‘unable ‘to 

BROWN No Greater Doctor X Bring ’'Em American furnish $5,000 bail after he was held 
High. $14,000 ove $2,200 Back Alive Madness 0. G. FRELS KILLED for the grand jury on charges of 
Low.. 1,700 $2,100 $3,500 $2,500 Dallas, Oct. 3. | ‘gepositing a stench bomb with in- 

ALAMO Guilty as Hell Okay Big City Night Mayor O. G. Frels, indie exhib at Goliad, | tention to ruin business’ in the Park 
High. Mab ,300 — Loe 700 ams Rie a car roger theatre, also threatened to ruin 

: . , into truck on a@ way near that |pusiness in the county jail where 

= (Row Leow) —==— town, he was taken after his arrest. 

SAN FRANCISCO Deceased is brother of Rubin/Other prisoners found the odor so 

Frels, operator of indie chain in| noxious they planned a riot unless 

— Sept. 3 Sept. 10 Sept. 17 Sept. 24 south Texas, he was removed from the cellblock. 

H FOX Down to Divorce in Chandu Several baths failed to remove the 
igh. ee Earth Family $21,000 Newark Odors odor. 

ow.. 18, onnee tie = $40,000 . Vera Gordon Newark, Oct. 3. The bomb exploded or broke in 
WARFIELD 5, _ rE < eS TONY - Stench bombs were set off at the | nis pocket, police said, while he was 
High. $48,000 a 000. Blondie of Night of |Court, indie, yesterday (Sunday). |seated in the theatre. It was the 

me : the Follies June 13 Management blames union troubles |tpird stench bomb in the theatre 

ew.. 8,200] Stage Show $19,000 $16,500 a as 
~ PARA- Love Me Love Me Blonde Venus oad ae EPER ANOS AOTENE RON thet. pétice Rad been Seale W ap 

MOU i : unfair. prehend the bomber, although re- 
High: $36,000 ‘Sider Wry (30 deve) Theatre uses two operators where | wards had been offered for informa- 
Low.. 5,000 (34 week) four are required by union rules. tion. Parrish denied his guilt. 

GOLDEN Bird of Hold’Em Jail Okay 

GATE Paradise $15,500 America 
High. $19,000 00 
Lew. 70001 __Vaude sitnee MINNEAPOLIS | 
Sept. 3 Sept. 10 Sept. 17 Sept. 24 
i PROVIDENCE R.K.O. War Corre- Hold ’Em Back Street Bird of 
Sept. 3 Sept. 10 Sept. 17 Sept. 24 so dine spondent Jail $12,500 worry 
4 : : : igh. , 17,000 14,000 

_ STATE Last Mile Divorce in Robinson Grand Hotel one : a V7 fanaa $ 

High. o2anee $6,200 Family Crusoe $22,700 Stage Show) 
SN : En it STATE Down to Love Me 70,000 Grand Hotel 
RKO Bird of Back Street Age of Okay High. $28,000 Earth Tonight Witnesses $18,600 
High. $20,000 ery 518, 09 rey et" Low.. 3, $15,200 $13,500 $18,300 
J ‘ ; , Desert Song 
w.. 3,000 Vaude Rudy Vallee ; . > 
ae LYRIC White Blondie of Purchase Speak Easily 
—_— zred Waring High. $17,000} Zombie Follies Price $7,100 
PARA. Horse Love Me 70,000 Night of |Low.. 1,200 $7,200 $6,200 $5,000 
ich: Sinane Feathers Tonight Witnesses June 13 — <—— ———= 

igh. r 
Low 4,000 Mn $9,900 $7,000 $6,900 PITTSBURGH 

MAJESTIC | Unholy Love | Two Against Down to Blessed Event Sept. 3 Sept. 10 Sept. 17 | _ Sept. 24 
High. $18,000 and the World Earth and STANLEY Blessed Two Against | A Successful 

Ow.. 6,000} Congorilla and and 13th Guest |High. $48,000 Event orld Calamity 

$8,200 Beauty Passport $10,000 Low.. 8,000 $20,000 $12,000 $13,000 
ohne :y FULTON Hearts of | Thirteenth | Downstairs 
= — $8.0 High. $12,000 Humanity Guest $3,600 
CINCINNATI Low.. 1, $2,400 $2,600 
— PENN Blondie of 70,000 Love Ma. 
Sept. 3 Sept. 10 Sept. 17 Sept. 24 High. $41,000 Follies Witnesses Tonight 
-_____ 

_ ALBEE Downstairs Passport 13th Guest Hollywood Low..___9,000 $21,000 t $10,000 ! $15,000 | 
High. $33.500 $12,000 to Hell $24,000 Speaks TACOMA 

ow.. 12,000 | Stage Show $20,000 Rio Rita $26,800 ' = ae 

ee a myo Sent. 3 | Sent. 10 _{_ Sent. 17 | __ Sent. 24 
or | : | : % 

PALACE Back Street Down to Robinson Hold ’Em Jai! Mich’ taneen —— of Speak Easily; Devil and War Corre 
High. $28,100 9 C 11.200 igh $00, Culver and the Deep spondent 
Lew.. ¥ $24,000 Earth "+ 600 $11,20 Low.. 00,000 Almost Love Me and and 
OW... FU __| $13,000 $13,500 ;, Married Tonight Down to Blondie of 

CAPITOL Blondie of | Love Me Doctor X Night Club and $3,600 Earth the Follies 
High. $22,000! the Follies Tonight $9,500 Lady Guilty as Hell $3,150 $3,100 | 
Low.. 4500) $10,000 | $15,000 $5,500 $3.000 ay eee AR 

LYRIC Bird of | Bird of Age of American BLUE Igloo Doctor X Big City Successful | 
High. $23,000 Paradise Paradise Consent Madness MOUSE $2,200 $3,000 Blues Calamity 
ow.. 5,000 $15,500 $11,000 $9,000 $6,400 High... ey $1,800 $2,200 
es (24_week)_ OW... F _ 


























nights with prizes occasionally 
reaching $100, 
indie Desperate 

Indies essert they are being forced 
to resort to drastic steps in an ef- 
|fort to hold trade. Downtown, the 
Cohen brothers, who operate the 
Rialto and Olympic, are openly ad- 
vertising triple, and even quadruple, 
programs. Rialto’s outside billing 


announced ‘4 feature attractions,’ 
listing Constance Bennett in ‘Two 
Against the World,’ Laurel and 
Hardy in ‘The Chimp,’ a Mickey 
Mouse and a Masquers comedy, all 
as features Olympic, just across the 
street, advertised ‘three features,” 
the program including Jean Harlow 
in ‘Red-Hesded,’ a Tom Brown feae 
ture and the Boswell Sisters, a mue 
sical shor*. 

Admission price slashing contin- 
ues in various sections of the terrie 
tory, with leading indie freely pree 
dicting that within six months fully 
75% of the Los Angeles neighbore- 
hood houses, and many of the downe- 
town subsequent runs, will be op- 
erated for a dime. 








A Column se] 
Successful 
Showmen! 





W. J. COULTER 
Byrd Theatre 
Richmond, Va. 


“Tam happy 
to be listed 
among your 
hostofexhi- 
bitor friends 
who can ful- 
ly endorse 
your prod- 
uct. Co- 
lumbia pic- 
tures have 
been very 
important 
in my 

theatres and I have learned 
to depend upon Columbia.” 


CHARLES A. BULL 
The Novelty Theatre 
Wichita, Kans. 


*In looking ee — 
over 1932- : io 
1933 prod- 
uct, I can 
say without 
hesitation 
that Colum- 
biaexcelsall 
others and 
was my first 
buy.” 








CHRIS EFTHIM 
Star Theatre, St. Louis 


“You gave 
us good pic- 
tures last 
year. Your 
line up 
even 
better this 
year. Thea- 
tres certain- 
ly need good 
pictures 
and Colum- 
bia is doing 
her part.”’ 


GEORGE PLIAKOS 


Criterion Theatre, St. Louis 


eee 





' 


‘*Four @ 
words will | 
explain be 
what I; 
thinkabout | 
Columbia } 
pictures — 
they are the 
best — and |} 
I play them — 
an.” 












“Good Spellbinding Stuff.” 


—Baltimore Sun. 
WASHINGTON 
MERRY-GO-ROUND 
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vy UNIVERSAL 
WILLIAM ROWLAND=<MORNTE BRICE 

STAR PRODUCTIONS 

WALTER MARK LOUIS NICK | 

WINCHELL @¢ HELLINGER e SOBOL e¢ KENNY || 
MORTON 
DOWNEY 





WALTER MARK LOUIS 
WINCHELL HELLINGER SOBOL 











WN | IN 
Ts . ” ° 
Depicting actual Broadways of the World ‘Down Memory Lane’ Series | 
: be produced during Hellinger’s eee ee of F i 
never been published one-year tour around the world emmMIscences amous f 
One-Reelers Theatrical Personalities 
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NICK KENNY 
MORTON DOWNEY presenting 

d America’s Greatest Composers THRILLING EPISODES 
i‘: OF RADIO STARS 














Series of Two-Reelers America’s Outstanding Radio Columnist 
Already Completed Series of Two-Reelers 
eS 
SUBJECT No. 1—With Lew Brown, Ray Henderson, Jacques Renard and Orch., ALREADY COMPLETED 
Norman Brokenshire, Four Eton Boys, Stepin Fetchit. : SUBJECT No, 1—ALL-STAR CAST 
With Aet Jarrett, Buddy Rogers, Mildred Bailey, Doneté Boasts, 
SUBJECT. No. 2—With Vincent Lopez and Orchestra and Dave Dreyer. Jacques Renard, Leo Reisman and Armida 


SUBJECT No. 2—“THE STREET SINGER® / 
SUBJECT No. 3—-THE BOSWELL SISTERS : : 


Okay! Carl Laemmile, Jr. 
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FILM REVIEWS | 





——— 
ILLEGAL 


(Continued from page 19) 


i cape Town. One of the girls sides 
‘with the stepfather, but kills him 
*when he goes on the make for her. 
she mother tosses gasoline over the 
club and ignites it, going calmly 
‘down the street after ‘thus symbol- 
ically burning all the past sorrows.’ 
Little thing like arson is rather 
worse than running a night club, but 


» not to her. 


* title, 


Isobel Elsom, starred on the main 
is a capable player with re- 
strained dramatic force wasted on 
an overdrawn character. Margot 
Graham, the singing sister, is even 
more handicapped by her part with 
Moira Lynd, as the other daughter, 
equally overdrawn, but at least 
winning sympathy. Of the trio she 
is the more promising for picture 
work, with a pleasant face and sen- 
sitive pantomime. Ivor Barnard 


1 does good work as the head waiter 


ie. ¥. 


Pe coig mame 


i ee 


cand D. A. Clark-Smith not bad as 


\the stepfather. The rest do not 
| figure. : 

t Settings good and the lighting 
‘and photography both’ excellent. 


! Sound generally very good, but with 

occasional lapses, as in the case of 
‘a burst of applause that sounds like 
ja battle. Picture’s chief hope is the 
| tahmoagi shortage and its probable 
| Jower rentals. Chic, 


-  AMORE E MORTE 


(‘Love and Death’) 
| ITALIAN MADE) 


| Aurora Film production and release. Di- 

rector and star, Rosario Romeo, with a 
{ large cast, including Carmelina Romeo, N. 
Ruggeri, R. Bongini, I. Colombo and A. 
+ Gloria. Musical compositions, E. Aversano. 
' Recorded at Standard Studios, N. Y. On 
‘grind run, beginning Oct. 1, at Selwyn, 
Running time, 94 minutes. 





It’s probably pretty much a mat- 
ter of some likes beans and some 
likes peas. From a film trade stand- 
point it cam ygust be quietly and 
quickly forgotten that anyone even 
mentioned this picture. In fact, the 
quicker forgotten the better. But 
Italian patrons in the U. S. are no- 
toriously fond of bad pictures; the 
worse the film, from technical, act- 
ing and story standpoint, the better 
the Italian customers like ’em. 
Here's a new low ebb for them. 

One story has it that parts of this 





JACK MILLER 


King of the Steel Guitar 


4th Week Sid Grauman’s Pro- 
logue “Rain,” Grauman’s Chi- 
nese Theatre, Hollywood 





Permanent Address 


5311 MELROSE, HOLLYWOOD 








DOUGLAS 
WILLIAMS 


Playing “Tim, the Chauffeur” 


Alse the Leader of the Sheriff's 
Hoys, | “JIM CARSON,” with EDDIE 


CANTOR’'S “WHOOPEE” 




















o L. OZ 


Associated with 


| JENIE JACOBS 


: 1674 Broadway, New York 
i Phone Columbus 5-193¢0 


; Exclusively Booking RKO 


fimm were made in Italy and parts 
in New York, with the whole 
patched together in a sound version 
here. A company announcement 
claims it was all done here. Which- 
ever way it was done, there's no 
credit coming to anyone. 

Film opens with an English cap- 
tion which reads: ‘This is a story 
of innocence, of love, of battle, and 


of vengeance in Sicily.’ From that 
point on a lot of characters talk; 
sometimes their lips move in ac- 


cordance with the speech and some- 
times not, but all the time they 
talk 

What they are talking about and 
what the film is about will take a 
more astute and psychic reporter 
than this one to explain. The ads 
and signs say there are English 
titles to help customers understand 
the story. The titles are there. 
They read, as quoted above, and 
‘God’s revenge on sinners’ and one 
or two other like sweet sentiments, 
without telling a thing. It all ends 
by one lad being struck by light- 
ning and killed and a woman dying 
in her bed. Kauf. 


CROOKED CIRCLE 


William Sistrom production and World- 
Wide release featuring Ben Lyon, Zasu 
Pitts, James Gleason and Irene Purcell. 
Screen play by Ralph Spence with addi- 
tional dialog by Tim Whelan. Directed 
by H. Bruce Humberstone. Robt. Kurrle, 
camera. William Fox, sound. At the 
Fox, Brooklyn, commencing Sept. 30. 
Running time 68 mins. 

BramG@ Osbertie oo. cccceccteedoccs Ben Lyon 
NORD cc ccccccecbeswevseoebe scope Zasu Pitts 
CHIMRIOP cc ccccpicpeonwedntend James Gleason 
TROUMNA cccccosdvocccocbtessecets Irene Purcell 
VOGANGR cocccccccsccces . C. Henry Gordon 
BEOTIIOR cecccctececevceess Raymond Hatton 
BEET ‘6 obedesberccrsceseten’ toscoe Karns 
Col. WORGTS .cecccccccvess Berton Churchill 
 ~o.. 6 ebb s6s ee awanen Spencer Charters 
The Stranger ....cccseccecs Robert Frazer 


Intended as a mystery story with 
a comedy relief, the injection of 
James Gleason reverses it into a 
comedy with a mystery background, 
and it should be sold that way. 
Play is on the familiar lines and 
should give customer satisfaction 
outside the de luxe theatres, but 
needs a good supporting program of 
shorts. ‘Top notcher on a double 
header, but not essentially a double- 
upper. Can solo below the top divi- 
sion in spite of production crudities. 

Pattern is that introduced by the 
‘Bat,’ impending evil lightened by 
the blunders of a thick headed cop. 
Here instead of Fred Kelsey, who 
generally gets the assignment, it’s 
Gleason as a timorous motorcycle 
policeman. Gleason is ably foiled 
by Zasu Pitts, who contributes a 
sound comedy performance, but too 
stereotyped to get the same atten- 
tion as the newer idea of the 
Gleason character. Still she’s essen- 
tial to many of the scenes and 
these two hold up a lumbering and 
badly-timed haunted house story to 
the point where the customers fig- 
ure they have been given their 
money’s worth. 

Hint of ‘Chandu’ in the story in 
the shape of a supposed Swami who 
turns out to be a secret service 
man, For the rest it is the same 
old pattern ot trying to implicate 
everyone by indirect suspicion with 
the Swami and the heroine getting 


the bulk of the suggestion, Story 
will satisfy those who go for the 


comedy, but as a mystery story it 
does not loom large and should be 
soft pedaled from this angle. 

Ben Lyons is the technical hero 


and plays the part for all it is 
worth, but any competent player 
could have done the work, Ray- 


mond Hatton, Roscoe Karns, Rob- 
ert Frazer, Irene Purcell and Ethel 
Clayton are all in for their name 
value and not because their acting 
ability is required. It's all Gleason 
and Pitts, which is just as well for 
the box office. 


not always well photographed, and 
sound excellent. Chic. 


|; murder 


Dialog poor, settings gdod, but 








Honor of the Mounted | T¢ {ppish. subaitern is done by, 


Trem Carr production and Monogram re- 
lease. Starring Tom Tyler. Story and di- 
rection by Harry Frazer. Archie : 


Stor 


Francis 


mera. Cast: Stanley Brystone, 
McDonald, G. D, Wood, Arthur Millet, Wil- 
iam Swire, Celia Ryland, Theodcre Lorch 
(harles King. At Loew’s New Yorx thea- 
tre one day, Sept. 27, as one-half of a 


louble bill, Running time, 37_ minutes 


Second story of recent 
follow closely the same pattern of a 
originating across the line 
with the culprit tracked down in the 
States. This time, however, it is the 
constable himself who is suspected 
of murder and permitted to 
otherwise. Story carries some sus- 
pense and, with good photography 
and plenty of action, gets slightly 
above the average. Good where 
they like westerns. Otherwise just 
a double decker. 

Tyler gets his man, but lets him 
get away again to create the reason 
for the chase. The villain escapes 
in a canoe after the hero is knocked 
out by a fall. In spite of a long siart 
the hero jumps in the lake without 
even removing his tunic and swiims 
after the fugitive. Paddle snaps to 
permit him to catch up. Then they 
come to land and the marshal and 
his deputies swarm in. 

Usual quota of hard riding, with 
some nice horse flesh, the scenic 
background is good and the photog- 
raphy is excellent, both in and out 
of the studio. Production effort de- 
serves a better story, but the director 
wrote the story himself, so he can’t 
kick. 

Tyler is agile and pleasant, with 
Stanley Blystone making a good 
heavy and Celia Ryland lending 
what little romantic appeal the story 
possesses. That isn’t much. Francis 
McDonald, in a bit part, and Wil- 
liam Dwire as the Marshal get over 
well, with the usual rough-riding 
support, Picture should brush up 
nicely. Chic. 





release to 


Gaietes de L’Escadron 


(‘Fun in Barracks’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, Sept. 24. 
Natan production and release, in cclor. 
Directed by Maurice Tourneur. From the 
book by G. Courteline. Starring Kaimu. 
Featuring Henry Roussell, joan Gabin, 
Fernandel and others. Recordei R. ©. A. 
Running time, 95 minutes, Olympia, Paris, 





Sept. 18. 
An exceptional smash in this 
country, but possibilities abroad 


hard to predicate. The book by 
Georges Courteline, written about 
the beginning of this century, just 
describes in a funny way small 
happenings in cavalry barracks, at 
the same time bearing in mind the 
sentimental feeling the French have 
for their army. There is no definite 
story in the book nor is there in 
the film, but treatment has been 
clever enough to produce continuity 
which is of snappy tempo, 

The whole thing hangs on sub- 
tlety, showing how, despite small, 
petty annoyances and _ trivialties, 
there is something really great hid- 
ing in the military vocation. The 
subject makes it, of course, practi- 
cally a man’s picture so far as the 
cast is concerned, only woman be- 
ing Mady Berry as the barracks res- 
taurant keeper, and a very small 
part at that. 

The rest is a stag party, headed 
by Raimu, stage comedian, now one 
of the best screen actors. He was 
under contract to Braunberger at 
$8,000 per picture, and latter lent 
him to Natan for this one for $12,- 
000, which is good value, considering 
that Raimu is now one of the big- 
gest possible draws, not only in 
Paris but also in the provinces, 
where his name is tremendous. 

Raimu’'s part of the old ranker 
captain, feeling like a father to his 
men, is in sharp contrast with the 
annoying N. C. O., played by Camus. 


| 
| 


prove | 


Munie and the very ritzy general 
by Henry Roussell, better known 
himself as a director than as an 
ictor Fernandel, who did ‘Rosie 
|}du Mme. Husson,’ acts the foolish 
enlisted man, while Jean Gabin and 
Donnio do a couple of permanent 
defaulters, whose gags keep the au- 
lience roaring from the beginning 
until the last sequence of pathos on 
which the film ends. One of the 
striking points in the film, and the 


cause of its success with local audi- 
ences, is that practically until the | 
end this stag picture keeps them 
roaring—women as well as men; 
ind right at the end, thanks to 


taimu’s magnifient acting. gets sen- 
timental tears even from the men. 

Technically the film is a queer 
mixture of fine continuity, good di- 
rection by Tourneur, good sound, 
ind photo, original quality of which 
is difficult to define because the 
whole film has been treated in color 
by an old hand process. For any 
other picture treatment would have 
been fatal, but for this one only 
point was to evoke for the audience 
pre-war soldiery wits its distinctive 
red pants. As is, film can hardly 
be called a color film, except that 
the red and blue of the uniforms is 
colored. For this particular film it 
has turnéd out to be a winner ang 
enhances its b. o. value consider- 
ably. Total cost of production is 
slightly over $100,000, fully twice 
more than is conceded the top for 
French productions. 

Nevertheless, this one is sure to 
show a big profit in France alone, 
and has broken right from the start 
ill Olympia records, grossing over 
$5,000 on the first Sunday alone. 

Mari. 


La Marche au Soleil 


(‘Road to the Sun’) 
(GERMAN-MADE SILENT) 
aris, Sept. 20. 


A Robur production. D. I. C. local re- 
lease Made with educational help and a 
nudist camp near Hamburg. Running 
time, 65 mins, Folies Dramatiques, Paris, 


Sept. 19. 


Film would be sensational as part 
of a nudistic program, but will only 
be so if word-of-mouth publicity 
makes up for lack of publicity. Lat- 
ter would have probably caused a 
padlock, though the film has noth- 
ing offensive. 

It starts by showing in a typical 
German way the bad effects of city 
life, ‘and increasingly extols the 
benefit of open air, ending with se- 
quences taken in a nudist camp, 
where men and girls do physical ex- 
ercises and dances, ete. Mostly 
longshots, with photo often so poor 
that it is difficult to say whether 
men or women are seen. In close- 
ups the lenses have caught less than 
can be seen with the naked eye on 
the Riviera, and attitudes have been 
gauged to eliminate suggestiveness. 

Inserted titles replace dialog. 
Only chance of clicking would be 
suggestive advertising, which _ likely 
would preclude showings. Mavi. 
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Un Bylined 


(Continued 
have wheedled 


from 
him 


inned press c 


page 2) 
ut of a 


tully pl impaign 
Rewrites His Ghosts 
mnfidential buddy 

the bane of Joe's 
ment Faget 


The 


star is 


type of 
iepart- 
lis- 
hat 
*xclusively to 
Toe 


for publicity 
tributes his 
have 
fan magazines 
sponsible for 


wn pictures me 
been promised 

He 
fine jams 

There's the actor who insists upon 
rewriting his ghost written yarns. 
He rehashes them badly that 
they're refused promised spots in 
Sunday magazine sections. He's on 
the list, along with the star who 
forgets appointments, and the chap 
who, proud of his good taste and 
superior mentality, discusses every- 
thing but himself with interviewers 
who yearn for personal copy. 

Joe has to be not only a gallant 
liar, but the perfect straight man 
when he manages a publicity tea. 
He suggests topics of conversation 
when chatter lags, thinks for the in- 
terviewer as well as the interviewed. 
When a budding ingenue offers se- 
rious observations that find life ‘half 
happiness, half misery,’ he is pre- 
pared with a new train of thought 
less liable to ridicule. 

And now, on.top of all his woes 
with his picture stars, Joe finds that 
fan magazjnes have gone Pollyanna 
as a result of a recent interview that 
leaked shockingly out of Hollywood. 
They're afraid to print perfectly in- 
nocuous data that would have been 
accepted without question prior to 
the tightened regulations. Despera- 
tion over his combined dilemmas 
may be the reason why, late one 
night when Joe had imbibed speak- 
easy courage, he went down to one 
of his company’s theatres and ecsta- 
tically punched in the famous faces 
that smiled back at him from 
frames displayed in the lobby. He 
never broke the story; but he still 
likes to think about it. 


savs is re- 


so 
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SAM LOHK 


THAT CHINESE TENOR 
Singer and Characterizations 
¢th Week Sid Grauman’s Prologue 
“Rain,” Grauman’s Chinese, Holly- 
wood. Dir. Jos. A. Faber, Majestic 
Theatre Building, Los Angeles 




















Direction NAT KALCHEIM, 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


SONNY, EDDIE and EDDIE 
Featured with Fanchon and Marco “GEORGIE MINSTRELS” Idea 
WEEK SEPT. 22, LOEW'S STATE, LOS ANGELES 


Booked 40 Weeks 
Second Tour 


Thanks to 
FANCHON and MARCO 














COMING BAST 
WATCH FOR THIS ACT 





3 GEORGIA BROWNS 


VERSATILITY SUPREME 


With Richard’s and Pringle’s Famous “Georgia Minstrels” 


DIR. FANCHON & MARCO 
THANKS TO LE ROY PRINZ 


























FANCHON & MARCO Present 


SYLVIA CLARK 


In “HER BIRTHDAY PARTY” 


BOBBIE KUHN as “UNCLE BOBBIE” 














EDDIE LA 


PARAMOUNT, LOS ANGELES, INDEF. 


RKIN 


Management, JOE CORNBLETH 


DANCE 
DIRECTOR 


























\APITOL, NEW YORK 


Management, LOUIS SHURR—AL MELNICK 


BENNY RUBIN 


This Week (September 30th) and Held Over for Second Week at 























- 


= 


~ 
ages ealeameneetnae seertenemnees 





~ I no ge PO aH 


































































iF 
ie 
| Be 
i 

ak 
fi 
He 
‘fe 
aa 
if 
iE 
if 
i 
i 

5 


(AAR tee © ale. 
ee 


: 
| 
' 
i 
| a 
b 
fi 
: 
: 








A 
| ; 
ie 
it 
| 
j 
| 

} 
| 
he 
es 
tl 








_— — . 
ARES SI 











VARIETY Tuesday, October 4, 1932 























TRIPLED BUSINESS 
IN BALTIMORE, MD. 


HELD ‘EM OUT 
IN HARRISBURG, PA. 


AT WORLD, PREMIERE 
ENGAGEMENTS / 

















CONSTANCE CUMMING/ 


Walter Connolly — Alan DineharF 
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Story by Maxwell Anderson 
Screen Play by Jo Swerling 


Directed by James Cruze 
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Warners’ booking deal 
bv which Loew would have 
the WB vaudeville-playing theatres 
in conjunction with its own, was 
cal'ed off late last week by War- 
It was stated that WB did not 


booked 


rrers 


wish to dissolve its own booking 
oftice at this time. 

Although the deal never became 
effective it was signed and com- 
pleted as to details, with only the | 
matter of the Mastbaum theatre, 
Philadelphia, holding it up. This 


house, in the midst of a labor, dis- 
pute and dark, was regarded by 
both parties as the key to the deal. 
The Mastbaum, as WB's ace house, 
would have played the Loew shows 
direct from the Capitol, New York. 

Warners’ total vaudeville time, 
amounting to four weeks and in- 
cluding another Philly full week, 
the Earle, was rated unimportant 
by Loew without the Mastbaum. It 
was agreed by both sides to hold off 
on the deal until the Mastbaum’s 





LEON ERROL 


Loew Theatres Now 








with Loew, 





remain 


VA 


Warners Call Of Loew Booking Deal hee 
With Masthaum Reopening Oct. 14 


difficulties were straightened 
the The 


| 
trouble was last | 


union 
ind opened 

Mastbaum settled 
week and Oct. 14 named as the date | 
for reopening, but Warners ch inged 
its mind and bowed out pf the Loew | 


out house t 


merger. 

Warners’ booking office will now 
as is with Haro'd Kemp As | 
booking head and Steve Trilling on | 
the book. Had the Loew deal gone 
through Kemp. would have been | 
transferred to the WB picture end | 
and Trilling was to move to the) 
Loew booking office as WB contact. 


FORMER RKOITES’ REVUE 


Glucksman-Schwartzwald Prepare 
Show With Allan Foster Staging 
E. M. Glucksman, former RKO 

theatre operator, in association with 

Henry Dreyfuss, Milton Schwartz- 

wald and Allan K. Foster, is pro- 

ducing a legit revue. . Title is ‘Color 

Box.’ Schwartzwald, another RKO 

alumni, was the circuit’s musical 

director. He's writing the score for 
the show. 

Revue will include a number of 
production novelties purchased by 
Glucksman during a trip to Europe 
last summer. Foster will stage the 
production, 
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Just booked with : 
FANCHON and MARCO 


for a tour of the 
complete circuit 


Upon his affiliation with 
JENIE JACOBS 


I wish to congratulate 
my personal manager 
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Exclusive, Huh! 


— 


received a 
letter from a speak, request- 
ing his patronage of an ‘ex- 
lusively select rendezvous.’ 
The enclosed membership 
was No. 177338. 


Lester Hammil 


ecard 











Saranac Lake 


| 
By HAPPY BENWAY | 


Dr. Irving Tabershaw, house | 
medico at the N.V.A, sanitarium, | 
. | 

has accepted new duties at the| 


Kings County Hospital, Brooklyn. 
the standard turns who | 


were | 


Among 
RKO-ed this one  nighter 
Ernie, Mardo & Bennett, 


Charles Keating, Blackface Eddie | 
Nelson, and Bobby Earl's Dance | 
Manias. ' 

Loran Newell left the lodge for | 
a seige of general hospitaling to be 
operated on for a mess of adhesions 
and other little troublesome things. 
Everything okay. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charley Bordley are 
World Seriesing. Are in the pink 
of condition. 

Joseph Vaughey, 
Shubert p.a., 
and real okay, 


of Denver, ex- 
finally gets the last 
After five years he 


is now back at work. It can be 
done. 

William Lee here on lodge busi- 
ness....Leonarl Cowley has joined 


the pneumo-thorax gang success- 
fully....Gwen Vernon left for the 
Broad street, will strut her stuff 
minus her appendix....Jack Nicoll 
back from a vacash,.,...Louis Rein- 
gold is comebacking 100%....Fred 
Suck showing up to an 80% col- 
lapse on the pneu-thorax thing.... 
James Hicks now an all up patjent 
with limited exercise, has done it in 
two months..Stella Barrett showing 
a great comeback, father and mother 
gave her a surprise visit....Cathe- 
rine Vogelle back to bed with a 
slight setback, nothing serious.... 
Danny Murphy fighting off a cold, 
meaning plenty of that bed thing; 
Danny added 60 poundsinone year 
of ozoning here....Chris Hagedorn 
anticipating that rib operation, ad- 
Vised that it will mean the real 
comeback....George Harmon wrote 
at act for Al Mardo (Mardo & Ben- 
nett)....Andrey Molony slapping on 
weight and enjoying added exer- 
cise....Olga Gaier,, newcomer, re- 
ceiving good reports....Helen 
O'Reilly has returned from a week- 
end in Canada and anticipates a 
New York vacash....James Wil- 
liams is entertaining the Mrs. be- 
tween cure periods....Harry Bar- 
rett, juggler, holding his own.... 
Charley Barrett still wheel chair- 
ing and feeling great....Ethel 
Clouds motoring after four months 
in bed....Fred Bachman elated over 
the personal visit of Ruth Etting 
.... William Canton has joined the 
pneumo-thorax squad....Frisco De 
Vere joins the all up gang with 
plenty of exercise....Bert Ford 
visited by his two children, one de- 
tonsiled while here..Tommy Vicks 
all.up with limited exercise.,, . Fifi 
Climas trying to regain lost weight 
feeling oke....Jack Bocksmith left 
the Vets’ hospital, Tupper Lake, N. 
Y,, for.a two weeks’ look over of 
Manhattan lights; is okay and an- 
ticipates the middle aisle routine 
-...Teddy Lorraine fighting off high 
temperature and other little things 
-..-Harry Lauder will Saranac fora 
week-end at the Bill Morris Camp 
-... Sidney Cohan a new arrival and 
under observation,...Write to those 
you Know in Saranac and elsewhere 
who are ill. 





SWOR IN THE STICKS 
Dallas, Oct. 3. 
Bert Swor is playing a new vaude 
act in the lesser keys through the 
south and southwest. 
Turn is along minstrel lines with 
cast of 15, including band, and play- 





; ing mostly split weeks. | 


CUBS’ MAYBE 


B & K Negotiations Struck Early 
Snags 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 


Release Requests 
Dominate a Busy 
Meeting of Agents 


Overtures have been made to the 





| matter when first broached prior vei 


| ingness on the ball players’ side for 





Chicago Cubs manager, Charley Requests for releases by acts pre- 
i Gr ar son Varneke, star | : 
{Grimm and Lon V a |dominated among cases and disputes 
pitcher, to play either the Chicago | 


or Oriental for B&K. handled by the RKO agents’ asso- 


Grimm refused to ciation’s arbitration board at the 
Friday (30) meeting. 

A flock of releases were auto- 
matically granted to applicants 
formerly represented by Morris & 
Oz and Joe Sullivan, both of which 
agencies are no longer on the floor. 
Acts were Sidney Page, Collette 
Lyons, Johnny Perkins, Neal Sis- 
Wilson, Kiki Cuyler, Grimm and a/ters and Johnny Tyrell from Morris 
couple of other Cubs at the Oriental | & Oz; Ash and Townes, June and 
after the season. Irene Melva, Dayton and Rayney, 

en Chase and LaTour, Louise Mosconi, 
Caites Bros. and Ben Marks and Co, 
from Sullivan. 

Sully and Thomas’ request for 
releases from Harry Fitzgerald was 
voluntarily granted by the agency. 
Application by Richy Craig, Jr., for 


55) 


discuss the 
After the first two 
rvames went to the Yanks it was 
understood there was less enthu- 
siasm on B&K’s part and more will- 


the series. 


a contract, 
Two years ago B&K played Hack 


Dempsey First White 
Top for Negro House 


Philadelphia, Oct. 3. 

Jack Dempsey, former heavy- 
weight champ, heads the new pro- 
gram at the Pearl theatre, as the 
first ‘white’ headliner for the house 
since it was started as-a Negro 
revue house. 

Dempsey brings in a company of 
14 in a skit written by Willard Mack. 
Supporting him is a Negro show 
with Peg-Leg Bates, Hardy's Ala- 
bamians, Dyer Jones and other 
Harlemites. 


(Continued on page 
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CHICAGO “POST” 
APOLLO THEATRE 
“Kendal ‘Capps is mostly responsi- 
ole for the tivetiest, most pulse quick- 
ening episddes of the show. Capps is 
a phenomenon.” a 


KENDALL CAPPS 


“VARIETY” —MICHIGAN THEATRE 

; DETROIT ; 
"Starting from scratch and with a 
cold audience, it was.up to Kendall 
Capps to set them started, but after 


BUFFALO “TIMES” 
“Kendall Capps, about as versatile 
a youth as we've met across the Buf- 
falo footlights, handles the banja 
with expertness, plays. the sax and 
stops the show with furious hoofing 
then starts a limber and rather ex- 
plorative acrobatic dance which 
zvgain stops the show.” 





YWILLSTREET THEATRE 
LOS ANGELES ; 


“Kendall Capps is the star of the 
pill, His dancing ranks with the best 


thie town has witnessed for several they started they wouldn't stop. 
months.” | Cappe hag developed a lot of class.” 
REPRESENTATIVES 
Presentations Productions 


RKO 
M. S. BENTHAM BLONDELL & MACK 


WILLIAM MORRIS 
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Congratulations to 


O. 


LL. O44 


Upon His Affiliation with the JENIE JACOBS OFFICE 


COLLETE LYONS 
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F&M-FWC Close New 5-Year Contract . 
‘Idea’ Producers May Book Anywhere 


+ 


Agreement has been reached be- 
tween Fanchon & Marco and Fox 
West Coast on a new five-year con- 
tract for F-M units in FWC houses. 
It replaces the current unexpired 
contract which has a year and a 
half to go. 

New contract is reported having 
been worked out as a means of ob- 
viating any exclusive hookup be- 
tween F&M and other circuits. RKO 
and Loew’s have both been men- 
tioned as interested in such deals. 

Agreement does not prevent F-M 
from signing contracts for its units 
with other circuits where not con- 
flicting with FWC or cther Skouras 
operations. F-M contracts now ex- 
ist with Publix, RKO and Warners, 
as well as straggling others. Con- 
tract carries the former guarantee 
of a minimum of 15 weeks in FWC 


houses. 





Marco On Coast 
Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

Possibility of Fanchon and Marco, 
or Mike Marco, making any exclu- 
sive booking deal with RKO was set 
aside when Fox West Coast and 
Fanchon & Marco, Inc., got to- 
gether on a new five year contract. 
Deal changes from a minimum 
guarantee of playing time of 15 
weeks to 10 weeks. Financial ar- 
rangements of salary and booking 
commissions remain as heretofore. 

F-M, under the new arrangement, 
is privileged to provide shows for 
other circuits wherever F-WC does 
not have stage entertainment. F-M 
is also to have complete charge of 
stage bookings in any theatres in 
which F-WC has any interest or 
control. Also, the producing firm 
is to have supervision of any in- 
dependent stage entertainment, so 
far as bookings are concerned, in 
all theatres controlled by the circuit. 
Understood that this also includes 
Grauman’s Chinese here where Sid 
Grauman has been obtaining his 
atage talent from outside agencies 
and independently. 

New agreement was signed in 
New York last week by W. C. 
Michel, vice-president of Fox Film 
Corp., and chairman of the F-WC 
finance committee, with Marco re- 
turning here immediately after- 
wards. 

L. A. State Showless 

With the elimination of stage 
@hows at Loew’s State, Los Angeles, 
which goes straight film Oct. 6, units 
are to be moved the following week 
te the United Artists which will 
have second choice, first run prod- 
mct, running day and date with the 
Pantages, Hollywood. The plan for 
Sid Grauman to stage the units ‘in 
the latter house will probably be 
@ropped. 

Figured that F-M is adverse to 
taking its units out of Hollywood, 
and that Grauman feels his prestige 
at the Chinese would be affected 
were he to put on stage attrac- 
tions half a mile away at 65 cents, 
where the Chinese gets $1.50. It is 
@lso questionable, as a result of the 
Rew deal, whether Grauman will 
—— independent units to play the 

-WC houses unless the F and M 
Rabel is attached to them. 

Grauman expects to sign a new 
— for five years with Charles 
®kouras this week whereby he will 
Mave charge of operations in the 
Chinese and put on all stage at- 
fractions there. 


Halil Sloughs Frisco Date 
Despite His Pay Cut Okay 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

James Hall refused to open at the 

Iden Gate, San Francisco, al- 

ugh both he and his manager, 

. Duncan, had given an okay 
the date and salary to Bern Ber- 
d, RKO booker. 

Actor had agreed to play the 
for $300 a cut of about $200 
his previous salary. No rea- 

was given for the walkout, Les 
kes replaced him. 


i Heery Turner Bankrupt 
Pressure of debts accrued par- 
ularly from his mangement of the 
bbs (Siamese) Twins and impor- 

tation of the Ubangi saucer-lipped 
oupe has induced Terry Turner, 

BOW with the RKO press depart- 

ment to file a voluntary petition In 

bankruptcy. 
Turner taidied his Mabiiities at 
$18,258 and gave MMs assets ar none. 

















Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

Russell, of Russell, Marconi 
and Jerry, found a short cut to 
the Ministry through golf. In 
the F&M unit in which the 
three act is now playing the 
script calls for a minister. 

On each closing day, he and 
Marconi play 18 holes to decide 
who will appear in the cloth 
the following week. So far, 
Russell hasn’t missed a_ per- 
formance as the pious gentle- 
man. 


RKO ‘AMATEUR’ 
REVUE INCL. 
18 PROS 


The National Opportunity Revue 
with which RKO-has been fussing 
around for some months and is now 
being readied under the direction 
of Bobby Connolly may open at the 
RKO Trenton Oct. 8, providing 
everything runs okay up to that 
time. RKO has been having con- 
siderable trouble in preparing this 
show of amateur stage aspirants, the 
trouble being mostly one that con- 
cerned top supervision. 

When the amateur idea was un- 
dertaken, besides Bobby Connolly, 
the circuit had Arthur Swanstrom 
and Martin Beck supervising. The 
three didn’t jibe. 

After the Trenton date, the revue 
goes to the Academy of Music, New 
York, then shifts to Boston, ete. It 
may never hit the Palace although 
there are 18 pros in the revue be- 
sides the 21 official amateurs. 


LOEW BALTO. SETS OCT. 
NAMES; JESSEL-NORMA 


Baltimore, Oct. 3. 

Loew’s Century has set its vaude 
bill for the rest of the month, and 
present line-up of headliners will 
bring in Ted Healy Friday (7), Jack 
Denny orchestra to follow, then 
Dorothy Jordan from pictures, and 
George Jessel and Norma Talmadge 
last. 

Jessel-Talmadge combo comes in 
under a deal on salary which gives 
the pair this town and Washington 
consecutively, besides further time 
on the Loew circuit. 


























SILVER MASKED PEEVE 


Firet Tenor Objects to Subsequent 
Use of Billing 








Joseph White, Victor radio artist 
and the original Silver-Masked 
Tenor, takes exception to a cur- 
rently touring vaude combo known 
as the Goodrich Silvertown Cord 
Orchestra which also features a 
S-M tenor. Band is now headed by 
Sam Rosen, who was formerly em- 
ployed by the late Joseph Knecht, 
the original maestro for Goodrich’s 
radio orchestra. White and Knecht 
were thus associated, White having 
submerged his identity and built 
up the S-M tenor billing. 

Singer has threatened to sue for 
a rvustraining writ. Rosen’s pres- 
ent Silvertown Cord orchestra, 
while having the exploitive backing 
of the B. F, Goodrich Rubber Co., 
is not otherwise subsidized as was 
the case when Knecht and White 
were in the Goodrich firm’s employ. 

White claims that the S-M Tenor 
billing is not the property of Good- 
rich having been given him in 1922 
by Phillips Carlin, the NBC radio 
announcer. 


Ted Claire’s Pugs 


Ted Claire, m.c., who used to be 
a champ amateur boxer and who 
later did some professional] prelim 
slugging, is going into the boxing 
biz seriously. 

Claire has taken Pal Siivers and 
his brother, Dave Silvers, under his 
wing, In between m.c."ing. 








he authored 
for Charles R. 


j}against Harry J. Conley. 


able. 


ginia 
for Europe, Saturday (1). 
less of a belated honeymoon. 
may play vaude while abroad. 


Frances Ryan ’n Hubby, 


Contempt Order Awaits 


Frances Ryan, of one of the Ryan 


Sister teams, is searching for her 

husband, Thompson Burtis, now a 

scenarist on the Coast. She has a 

contempt order to collec 25 week- 

Ministerial Golf om cadincete art 
oO ly alimony under a divorce in N. Y. 


Burtis is now in Hollywood where 
‘Madison Sq. Garden’ 
Rogers- Paramount. 


Former vaude performer won her 


decree last winter when Emily Ross 


Lanning, who was a principal in a 
Broadway show Burtis wrote, was 
named co-respondent. J. Lewis 
Lindner is Mrs. Burtis’ attorney. 


Cathleen Healy Wins 
Prelonged Contract 
Suit Against Conley 


Following the reversal of a pre- 








vious decision declaring that seven 
day week clauses nullified contracts 
them, a jury 
York Supreme Court Tuesday (27) 
awarded Cathleen Ann Healy $3,000 
breach of 


containing in New 


contract suit 
Action 
was over a contract signed in Au- 
gust, 1927, and had been pending 
in the courts for four years, 

First decision, rendered in 1928 
in City Court, denied Miss Healy 
the right to sue for damages on the 
contention that a contract calling 
for work on Sunday is not enforce- 
As all standard forms of va- 
riety contracts call for seven day 
weeks, excepting where Sunday 
performances are illegal, the City 
Court decision would have had wide 
effect had it been upheld. 

In reversing the City Court opin- 
ion, the Supreme Court Appellate 
Term stated: ‘The contract, reason- 


in her 


ably construed, does not disclose 


that the parties intended to violate 
the laws of this State in carrying 
out its terms, for whether or not 
the plaintiff is required to take part 
in theatrical performances on Sun- 
days is to be governed by the policy 
of the theatre in which said com- 
pany is booked to play. Since the 
contract leaves the place of per- 
formance indefinite, it may at least 
be established on the trial that the 
contract was to be performed at 
least partly without the state, and 
that the parties intended that the 
plainif€ would be required to per- 
form on Sundays only in those 
places where such performances are 
not prohibited by law.’ 


On that opinion, the Appelate 
Term ordered the new trial which 
resulted in last week’s decision in 
Miss Healy’s favor, 


Miss Healy’s contract with Conley 
to appear in his act guaranteed 30 
weeks at $100 per week, she claimed. 
Suit was on a basis of 30 weeks, 
however, since the limit of damages 
allowable on that form of salary 
premise is $3,000. The verdict gives 
Miss Healy the full amount. 

Wing & Wing were attorneys for 
Miss Healy. Jules Kendler repre- 
sented Conley. 





Four Additional Spots 
For L. A.-Booked Vaude 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3, 

Coast-booked vaude goes into four 
additional Southern California F- 
WC houses this week-end. River- 
side and Pomona get five acts each 
for a Friday-Saturday run; San 
Bernardino will play the same size 
show on Saturdays, and the Hippo- 
drome, Taft, Calif., takes four acts 
on Saturdays. 

Shows are being booked by Sid- 
ney Schallman, junior vaude booker 
for the circuit. 





IRENE RICH’S LOEW DATES 


Irene Rich, just in from the 
Coast, goes with Loew for 10 weeks 
in picture and vaude houses open- 
ing either at the Paradise, Bronx, 
or Valencie, Jamaica, L. 1, Oct. 14. 

Lyons & Lyons arranged the time 
for Miss Rich. 





DELAYED HONEYMOON 


Lou Gaut, of Rome and Gaut, se- 
cretly married for some time to Vir- 
Sowers, sailed with his wife 
More or 
They 


Mrs. Gaut was the ‘Miss Fresno’ 
ted by Fanchon & Marco. 





Loew Declares Baltimore Hipp 
Opposition; First Move in 15 Yrs. 





Quickie 





Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 
Making its debut at the 
Orange Grove last Wednes- 


day night, ‘Black Cotton,’ col- 


ored musical, opened at the 
state labor commission the 
following morning, when Ru- 


dolph Schrader, arranger, filed 
a complaint for wages due. 
Says Jack Lester, who 
staged the show, hasn't paid 
him $50 for two song or- 
chestrations. 
—From ‘Variety's’ 
wood Bulletin. 


PITT MAY STAY 
STAGELESS 
ALL YR. 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 

Inability of musicians and the- 
atres to come to terms may make 
Pittsburgh stageless all year, first 
time condition has ever existed 
around here during the _ winter. 
Couple of meetings so far have 
brought no results and four-month 
straight picture policy threatens to 
continue indefinitely. 

Musicians are agreeable to cer- 
tain concessions but still demand 
25 men, while theatres insist on a 
crew of 18, 


DIZZIE ‘GRACIE’ ALLEN 
LIKES COAST, ’CAUSE 


Many actresses might be sur- 
prised by the pranks of Hollywood. 
But not ‘Gracie’ Allen, the lady 
who's dizzy, who’s glad to be dizzy 
because audiences like her to be 
dizzy. 

Miss 'Allen’s stage character has 
been surrounded by delicate insanity 
for years. She was one against a 


logical, literate world. Suddenly she 
took that character to Hollywood 
for the ‘Big Broadcast.’ 

She wasn’t at all taken back by 
the party J. P. Medbury threw in 
honor of Burns and Allen. Though 
the party took place in June, the 
lady who likes lamb chops was not 
surprised to find a large Christmas 
tree in the living room, Nor was 
she offended by a Santa Claus who 
sulked and grew so mad at the 
guests that he refused to talk to 
anyone, a butler who sat down to 
dinner, or Zeppo Marx arriving with 
his 70-year-old son, or because a 
secret microphone in one of the bed- 
rooms relayed stray wisps of gossip 
through a loud-speaker downstairs 
in the house. 


Out of character, Miss Allen is 
enthusiastic about Hollywood and 
picture making. Co-workers on the 
lot were entirely familiar with her 
addle-pated style. That’s one of the 
advantages, she thinks, of breaking 
into films with a characterization 
that has been established in other 
fields. 


‘Gracie,’ meanwhile, thinks it was 
perfectly lovely to receive two 
weeks’ salary while she waited for 
her script to be prepared, and to 
work for guch long hours on the lot 
that sk¢-“Suldn’t get away to attend 
the opening of ‘Strange Interlude.’ 
She could have hugged the director 
when he told her that. 


Holly- 





























Mrs. Leonidoff Sues 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 
Leon Leonidoff’s involved marital 
affairs came to a head with his wife, 


the former Fannie Todd Mitchell, 
playwright, filed action in Reno 
Leonidoff is now staging units for 


Balaban & Katz here. 
Recently Leonidoff made & trip to 





Canada, of which country he is a 
|citizen, for the purpose of avoiding 
|service under alien legal technicali- 
ities. He had considerable difficulty 
jgetting back into the country. 


- “28; | eee —— 


Loew has declared the _ indie 


Hippodrome in Baltimore which has 
been playing high priced vaudeville 


as opposition to Loew's Century 


there. All franchised Loew 
have been ordered by that booking 
office to discontinue selling material 
to the Hipp’s booker, Eddie Sher- 
man, and to notify their respective 
acts that a date at the Hipp may 
preclude chances for any bookings 
on the Loew time. 

Not since the days of Keeney’s 
Bedford in Brooklyn, almost 15 
years ago, has the Loew office re- 
sorted to this means to combat 
competition. Usually it was the 
other way around, with Loew on 
the receiving end and Keith's hol- 
lering about the opposish. This 
time the order is said to have come 
from the Loew theatre department. 

The two shows at the Hipp since 
the order went into effect have 
comprised acts usually represented 
by Loew agents, but booked by 
other reps in this instance. It cost 
the Loew agents commission that 
otherwise would have gone to them 
and without keeping the acts out 
of the Hipp. 


Kate Smith Panics 
"Em Out Front; Buddy 
Backstage in Balto. 


Baltimore, Oct. 

Kate Smith and Buddy Ro 
are sending the b. o. records of two 
local theatres kicking sky-high cur- 
rently. 

Miss Smith, heading the bill at 
the vaudfilm Hippodrome for eight 
days, is headed for $19,000, as op- 
posed to a previous record gross of 
$15,000. Rogers at Loew’s Century 
is heading for the same $19,000 
figure. 

Police were necessary to handle 
the crowds, several being assigned 
to the Century back-stage to pro- 
tect Rogers from the flaps. 


CROSBY’S 1-NITERS AT 


agents 














Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 
Bing Crosby went out over the 
week end, cutting his old price when 
booked on Friday (30) by Sid 
Schallman of Fanchon & Marco 
vaude department. He played the 


Fox house in Glendale, also Pasa- 
dena, two shows each Saturday 
night, getting $175 for the day. 


Same figure for Sunday, playing two 
shows each at the Fox house, River- 
side, and Fox, San Bernardino, on 
Monday night. He’s booked to do 
two shows at Pomona for some 
figure. 

Crosby got $4,500 for the week at 
Paramount, Los Angeles, where he 
closed Thursday night (29). 





Olive Olsen in Divorce 
Suit Denies Prof. Angles 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 


Olive Olsen has filed divorce here 
against her husband and former 
partner Lew Oliver, through attorney 
Benjamin H. Ehrlich. Legal names 
are Margaret Whitfield Leoindar 
and Lew Leonidar. 

Besides charging desertion, Miss 
Olsen makes a point in her bill to 
deny that her husband had ever 
done anything to advance her ca- 
reer. She claims he has been taking 
bows for her advancement in recent 
seasons and the actress specifically 
denies that he was ever her mana- 
ger or adviser. 

They were married Aug. 29, 1922, 
and separated Dec. 15, 1930. 





Dempsey Again 
Putnam, Conn., Oct. 3. 

Jack Dempsey is visiting Willard 
|Mack at the lIatter’s home here. 
|He is accompanied by Clark Mar- 
|}Sshall of New York and George 
| Morrel of Los Angeles. 
They are rehearsing vaude sketch 





called “The Roadside Razz,’ written 
by Mack. Dempsey previously 
played in this act, but Mack has 
revised it. 

~~ 
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RKO Reopexing 
Houses, but None 
Slated for Vaude 


a dozen spots on tap 
for reopening since the first week 
of September, by RKO, so far none 
is for vaude, nor intended to be. Six 
or seven so far reopened in this 
period have all been policied for 
straight films. Included in the group 
are the Paramount, Ft. Wayne and 
the State, Dayton, which reopened 
Sunday (2). 

The Ft. Wayne spot is on a twice- 
weekly change policy. A week later 
(9), the Orpheum, Champaign, re- 
opens, also straight film policy. The 
Hippodrome, Cleveland, reopens Oct. 
8, on a 35c grind. 

Houses reopened since Sept. 9, 
include the Strand, Syracuse; 
Grand, Albany, and Majestic, 
Springfield. The only spot that 
might have gone vaude is the Or- 
pheum, Frisco, but reopening has 
been delayed owing to tiff with mu- 
sicians, 

Although RKO had intended giv- 
ing up the lease on the Majestic, 
Columbus, indications are that the 
company will renew. Lease expires 
Dee. 31. 


VAUDE RETURN FROM AIR 

Katherine Parsons, WOR. staff 
artist for several years, opens Oct. 
18 at the Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, for a 
series of Loew dates. 

Miss Parsons was a single in 


With nearly 








vaudeville before going radio. 


MASTBAUM, PHILLY, TO 
REOPEN WITH BIG ACTS 


Philadelphia, Oct. 3. 

will Oct. 
14, according to William M. Gold- 
man, local head of Stanley-Warner. 


The Mastbaum reopen 





|Al Kay, general production manager, 
be rounding up the first show with 

Harry Richman and Benny D*vis 
already secured. Picture will be, 
in all probability, ‘Blondie of the 
Follies’ and Milton Charles, singing 
organist, will again be a featured 
attraction. Not long ago, Charles 
was mentioned for the Boyd. 

The Mastbaum has been closed 
since June 30 and this early clos- 
ing marked the first time in the 
theatre’s three year career that it 
had been forced to take summer 
time-out. 





Britton Band Now Unit 





Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Four acts were added last week 
to the Frank and Milt Britton band 
in St. Louis by Fanchon & Marco 
so that the combo might be bol- 
stered to unit size. 

They are Loretta Denison, Hite, 
Kenny and Casey, Chic Kennedy 
and Beatric Howell. 


Freundlich’s RKO Return 
Danny Freundlich, one of the as- 
sistant bookers let out by RKO re- 
eently, is back in the booking of- 
fice as Bill Howard’s assistant. 
Howard's added duties, through 
which he has charge of all western 
bockings, with George Godfrey's 
supervision no longer extending be- 
yond the east, made the staff addi- 
tion necessary. 
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money 


September 


has been declared at the rate of 344% 


per annum. 


UNION DIME SAVINGS BANK 


Established 1859 


6th Avenue and 40th St. 


Keep Saving Regularly, and 


BUILD A CASH RESERVE 


THEN YOU’LL HAVE READY 
when you want it—for your 
children . .. next Summer’s vacation 
...& paymenton your home .. . your 
business. Regular deposits with the 
Union Dime will build your reserve. 


YOU CAN OPEN AN ACCOUNT 
with any sum from $1 to $7,500. 
Interest from the day of deposit. 


FOR THE 3 MONTHS ENDING 


30th, 1932, the dividend 


New York, N. Y. 

















THIS WEEK (OCT. 1), 


CLIFFORD WAYNE FAMILY 


AMERICA’S FOREMOST INDIAN NOVELTY 


Direction: BILLY JACKSON AGENCY 


STATE LAKE, CHICAGO 


Indie House’s Deal | 
For Musicians May | 
Revive Newark Stages 


Newark, ¢sct. %. 
Independent vaudeville at Shu- 
bert’s Newark was opened on a 
combo polcy yesterday (Sunday) by 
Jack Allen and Leo Juskowitz. 
They are said to have made a deal 
with the musicians’ union, respon- 
sible for a stageless Newark, which 
may give the chains an opening on 
a get-together for stage stuff. How- 
ever, other local managers are re- 
ported not looking too favorably on 
the effort at this time. 
According to Allen, they signed 
with the musicians for eight men 
on two shows daily and six to play 
the supper show. Union previously 
had demanded 10 and eight men, re- 
spectively. 
Allen, indie vaude booker, and 
Juskowiiz, once associated with 
Walter Reade, are said to have the 
Shubert on a percentage arrange- 
ment with Shuberts and the pres- 
ent lessor, Morris Schlesinger. They 
will operate the house, booking their 
own vaude, eight-act bills on a split, 
as well as pictures. Initial film is 
an independent. 


Reade Takes N. Y. 
Hipp and Will Not 
Use a Film Policy 


Walter Reade assumed posses- 
sion of the Hippodrome, New York, 
yesterday (Monday), under a three 
year lease which, as when RKO 
was in the house, carries for Reade 
a 90 day cancellation clause. Lease 
was arranged with the City Farmers 
Loan & Trust Co., to which Fred 
F. French, owners of the Hipp prop- 
erty, have assigned rents in lieu of 
mortgage obligations. 

While Reade has not as yet 
worked out details for opening of 
house, he is planning a policy of 
stage shows which, he believes, will 
represent an innovation. Refusing 
to tip any further for fear someone 
else may beat him to his idea, 
Reade states, however, that he will 
not use any film at the theatre. 

A ballroom plan, reported unof- 
ficialy, is denied’ by Reade as hav- 
ing anything to do with his inten- 
tions for the Hipp. He had a 
Broadway baliroom idea in mind 
for the Loew’s New York Roof and 
offered Paramount Publix $50,000 
a year rent but was turned down. 
Belief is that Fally Markus will 
have a hand in booking of talent for 
Reade under whatever policy he 
plans. 

Arrangements are now being com- 
pleted with RKO on take over of 
equipment in the Hipp. Only about 














house. 





Tango Band Sues Junior 
Orpheum for $550 Date 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

Municipal court suit has been filed 
here by Carlos Molino, tango or- 
chestra leader, against the Junior 
Orpheum Co., and the RKO Western 
Vaudeville Exchange, for $5590, al- 
leging breach of contract. 

Through Brand, Zagon & Aaron, 
his attorneys, Molino complained 
that he and his band were con- 
tracted to play at the Orpheum here 
the week of Sept. 22, but were not 





100 seats were removed from =e) 


Publix-N. E. Sector 
Conference on Vaude 


Goldstein Bros., Publix partners 
in New England, may go in exten- 
sively for stage shows this season 


for the first time since joining that 





circuit three years ago. 
Conferences are scheduled in New 
York on the vaude question. Gold- 
stein group consists of around 20 
houses, mostly in Massachusetts. 


Labor Settlement Puts 
F & M Back in Detroit; 
Seattle Still Sans Units 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Fanchon & Marco units went 
back into the Fox, Detroit, Oct. 1, 
after being out two months through 
labor difficulties, and returned also 
to the RKO Palace, Akron, O., Sept. 
30. Latter stand is spotted between 
Cincinnati and Cleveland. 

Units are definitely out of the 
Fifth Ave., Seattle, because of dif- 
ficulties with the musicians, and 
there seems little likelihood of an 
agreement being reached, at least 
for several weeks. With the stage 











band policy dropped at the Fox, 
Seattle, because of trouble with 
musicians, the northwest metrop- 


olis is sans stage fare at the pres- 
ent. 

Denver is still on a _ straight 
sound basis, a condition which 
jumps the F. & M .units from Van- 
couver, B. C., to Kansas City. They 
go to the Canadian city from Port- 
land. 

Attempts of the F. & M. booking 
department to spot the shows in 
Cheyenne, Topeka, Wichita, Butte 
or Spokane, to break the jump, 
failed, union troubles, either stage 
hands or musicians, being respon- 
sible. 


Move to Revive 
Family Dept. by 
RKO Is a Bust 


RKO's attempt to revive the Fam« 
ily Dept. .by selling its vaudeville 
to independent theatres has failed, 
The three scouts, Fred DeBondy, 
Ernie Forrest and Ray Hodgdon, 
out on the road for a month, were 
called in yesterday (Monday) after 
failing to bring in a single theatre, 

DeBondy and Forrest have been 
let out. Hodgdon remains and re- 
turns to his former capacity of 
business manager of the booking 
office. 

Indie theatre operators canvassed 
by the RKO scouts were not as 
vaude-minded as had been believed. 
Those that are losing money or 
breaking even with straight pice 
tures fear the added operating 
costs of a vaudfilm policy. 

DeBondy and Forrest probably 
will return to the agency business, 
Both are former RKO franchise 
holders. 








Billy Jackson’s Neuritis 
Billy Jackson, RKO agent, is at 
the Beth Israel hospital, New York, 
undergoing treatment for neuritis. 
He'll be out in about two weeks. 











0 L. OZ 
Associated with 
JENIE JACOBS 


1674 Broadway, New York 
Phone Columbus 5-1930 


Exclusively Booking RKO 
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FORD, MARSHALL and JONES 


OLSEN AND JOHNSON 
THIS WEEK—PALACE, CHICAGO 


WITH 


-PALACE, CINCINNATI 














Three Little Maids 


THIS WEEK (OCT. 1), STATE LAKE, CHICAGO 
Direction—GUY PERKINS 
BROADCASTING DAILY FROM STATION WLS, CHICAGO 

















MASTER 


THE MUSICAL GENIUS OF THE AGE 
THIS WEEK—STATE LAKE THEATRE, CHICAGO 
Direction: SCHALLMAN BROS. 


EUGENE 
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SHARPLES 


Invites you to “LAUGH AWHILE” with 
AL TYLER AND ETHEL BAILEY 
THIS WEEK—STATE LAKE, CHICAGO 



































THE ONE AND ONLY 


AMERICA’S FOREMOST LADY VENTRILOQUIST 


EMILY WALTERS 


(FORMERLY OF VOX AND WALTERS) 


Address: 2630 ATLANTIC AVENUE, ATLANTIC CiTY, NEW JERSEY 


Is At Liberty To Hear From Good Male Ventriloquist 


Phone: 4-8332—Apt. D-18 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


New York, Sept. 30. 


There's enough box office in 
«Chandu the Magician’ (Fox), if not | 
much entertainment, to give the 
Roxy a profit this week. It won't 


draw a big week for the house but 
will take it past the comparatively 
low $42,000 overhead effected on its 
recent reopenings. 

‘Chandu’ is probably the most in- 
consistent picture material to reat h 
the screen of late, but it combines 
elements that will snare the women 
and kids. As 4 canned series on 
the air, Chandu's adventures 
aroused enough interest, particular- 
ly among the ladies and youth, to 
reflect benefit at the box office. 

As an idea in offsetting the slump 
of Rosh a Shono (Jewish New 


Year), which started at sundown 
Friday, house offers a tastefully 
staged stage number around the 


It has 


Jewish prayer, ‘Kol Nidre.’ 
and 


been customary to observe this 


ether occasions on the Roxy and 
other stages in New York. 
William Robyn is billed in that 


manner instead of as Wee Willie, at 
the head of the number. He is as- 
sisted by a singing ensemble in in- 
tonation of the famous chant, with 
drop scrimmed to reveal women in 
supplication as a background. 

Tlouse has made no effort to in- 
vest the presentation interlude with 
auy great production splurge, keep- 
ing it down to that simplicity with- 
out which it would not carry the 
effect intended. 

The main presentation salmagundi 
comes later, with Frank Cambria’s 
long Publix training as a producer 
to be noted in the way he has 
thrown together his show. There is 
something about the atmosphere of 
Publix unit staging that doesn’t 
seem to be breathed into the stage 
shows of other picture houses. 

Cambria’s ‘Box of Tricks’ has 
something of that appearance, but 
it’s far from the best show the vet- 
eran Cambria has assembled. The 
producer's hand is evident in a part- 
ly successful attempt to weave a 
show around his talent that would 
be stronger than the talent itself. 

Sketchiness of the ‘Bag o’ Tricks’ 
revue is also probably due to the 
obviousness of efforts by the Roxy 
management to try to obtain the 
same effect of grandeur the stage 
once reflected without the cost being 
half of what it was. 

Current week's outlay on talent 
could not have run very high, yet 
there are two singles, Al Norman 


and Eleanor Powell, who provide 
the highlights. 
Norman gets the best spotting, 


through working in ‘one’ without 
anyone around, while Miss Powell 
does her nimble tap dance routine 
in the midst of the final production 
number, where her work isn’t in as 
bold a relief as it would be in ‘one’ 
or with different background. 

An added drawback for Miss 
Powell is the slowness that has de- 
scended on the fullstage number by 
the time she comes on to her spe- 
cialty. Ahead of her is a long and 
rather cumbersome routine by the 
Roxyettes, who top the song duet 
introductory by Joseph Griffin and 
Edith Scott. 

Roxyettes make their entrance 
from right stage back down a stair- 
case arrangement which is backed 
by a simple set piece and sky effect 
for a stageful of soft blue, which in 
itself suggests the dreamy to some 
extent. Duet has introduced the 
number in that tempo, and the Veloz 
and Yolando waltz on the finish 
completes, but in between is Miss 
Powell's tap dance. 

Plus that, hers is a costume that 
hardly fits in with the surroudings. 
Not only is she a little out of metier, 
but so is Serge Flash with his jug- 
fling. Flash must have felt half 
lost the way he continually muffed 
on his tricks. 

The final stanza of the presenta- 
tion could do without both these 
interludes. Ther’s no reason why 
they couldn't be spotted ahead some 
place, with lots of room around. 

Norman does two very clever bits 
aside from the soft shoe breaking. 
First is his impression of how some 
people sleep. He uses a bed for this, 
linking up his demonstration for 
laughs but selling it more on the 
Strength of novelty. The closer bit 


} 
| 


ee 








of a straphanger on the subway is | 


even more novel and just as clever. 
The soft shoe dance isn’t so much, 
but it bears close resemblance to a 


dance routine Joe Frisco has done 
for years and calls his own. 
Veloz and Yolando appear early | 


as well as late. 
are purposely saving their best in 


On the opening they | 
deserved, 


ballroom technique for the finale, 
When they do a waltz of silken 
Smoothness. It has one odd note, 


however, the sudden rapid whirling 
When the music is still sticking to 
Waltz time. When that occurred, a 
lady in the baleony Friday night 
thought out loud with ‘Hot dog!’ 
Edith Scott and Paul Kirkland 


top of what's represented 
keyboard of a huge piano. It’s a set 
Similar to one used here on a pre- 
vious occasion. How effective it 
would have been if the raised stage 
portion representing the keyboard 
could have been covered with some- 
thing bearing the paint or markings 
of the white and black keys of a 
piano, making it appear the dancers 
were playing the instrument. And 
then the pit could have been plenty 
forte on the pianos, which it wasn't 
Business off Friday night, which 
was no gauge for the week, in view 
of the religious holiday. Char. 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Sept. 30. 
The Cap’s in for a blah gross this 


as the 


week. Laurel and Hardy's full- 
length ‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ is 
weak slapstickery and the stage 
show is ditto. 

The presentation, while holding 
such standard names as Duke El- 


lington’s orchestra, James Barton | 
(who split the headline), Benny 
Rubin, who m.c.’s; Mills, Kirk and 


Martin, the Lucky Boys and Frances 
Williams, is just so-so stage stuff. 
This despite that each acquits lim- 
self or herself creditably in solo, 
but the composite is a ragged suc- 
cession of variety interludes. 
Rubin was rushed in from the 
Coast, and shows it by his material. 


He’s staying a second week and will ! 
probably have newer material. Cur- | 


rent witticisms are strictly one-to- 
fill. The unpreparedness and haste 
were necessitated by ‘Grand Hotel’ 
staying only two weeks (actually 15 
days) and not the anticipated three. 
This show inaugurates a Friday 
opening for the Cap instead of 
Thursday. 

Barton works hard and gives gen- 
erously, too generously in truth. 


That goes for the rest of the show. | 


All seemed to do everything, includ- 
ing their routine encore stuff. 

The Ellingtons were the climax 
and easily topped everything with 
their sweet jazz—that ‘Black and 
Tan Fantasy’ has now been orches- 


trated into a classic—and the crazy | 


legmania of Worthy and Thompson 
and Ivy Anderson’s hotcha song- 
ology. Miss Anderson, announced 
as the inspiration of the currently 
popular sizzling tune, ‘It Don't Mean 
a Thing,’ written by Ellington, 
batoned it and registered with her 
eccentric antics. Abel. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Sept. 30. 

Chester Fredericks and Annette 
Ames head the F-M ‘Girl Trouble’ 
revue currcnt. Fredericks is a light 
comedian, suggesting Bert Wheeler 
in his style, but not a tower of 
strength. 

Opening is a modernistic soda bar 
with the ensemble at the counter 
yodeling. They come down for a 
dance, broken by a hot eccentric 
number by an unbilled girl. Nice 
personality and nimble feet, but 
nothing new in steps. Another un- 
programed member does a _ violin 
solo in Chinese makeup, though the 
nationality is in doubt. Fair tech- 
nique running from classics to pops. 
Nothing strong, but got hand on do- 
ing hock steps while still fiddling. 
That broke the ice. 


California Redheads break in with 
rather heavy-footed stomp dancing, 
using the soda bar for a dance plat- 
form. Apparently hampered by the 
limited space, for the turn looks 
cramped and awkward. Julia Cur- 


tis, apparently a midget, does kid 
stuff, with her feet on the long 
end of the score. 

Fredericks makes his first en- 


trance, and the action goes into one 
for his specialty. His talk is inane 
and not well gotten over, but things 
brighten when Miss Ames comes on. 
Working with Fredericks and Ar- 
thur Angel, apparently carried 
m.c., the two men pantomime 
warbling, Fredericks in what seems 
to be a high falsetto, with the 
blowoff that it is Miss Ames’ ven- 
triloquial stunt. Not new, so it did 
not get much out of the surprise, 
but off to good returns, though not 
enthusiastic. 

Back to the full stage for a moun- 
tain set with the girls in camp. Red- 
heads open with a _ song. back- 
grounded by the girls in athletic 
suits. Followed by the De Long 
sisters, three girls who do an able 
acrobatic routine building up 
three-high; unusual with all wom- 
en. This did not get the 
the applause going 
acro stuff. Long talk 
with the three tedheads 
taking turns feeding Fredericks in 
some loose dialog, and for a finish 
an overland stage with four ponies, 


for 
showier se- 


quence 


; worked on a treadmill with a second 


are teamed as the second offering on | 


Show, former singing an intro from 
# window to give Kirkland as Romeo 
a chance to get upon his ladder. 


Neither makes much of a showing, | 


the main reason for Kirkland being 
that his routine is half lost in the 
Vast space of the Roxy. How 4dif- 
ferent yvaude must seem to him, even 


the Hippodrome, which he has 
layed to right response. 
That gifted line o’ foot lifters, the 


Roxyettes, do their first routine on 


tread in front to bring on a mounted 
Indian. Noisy, effective finale, to 
an average good show. 

Sam Jack Kauffman not as happy 


as usual in his selections, but with 
Barre Hill building up his follow- 
ling in two numbers, ‘Shantytown’ 
and ‘Auf Wiedersehen.’ Rosa Rio 
got them singing once or twice, but 
not for full effect. 

Film section includes ‘Crooked 
Circle (World Wide), Fox News 
Mickey Mouse and Magic Carpet 
Entire show runs about two hours 
and a half. Revue runs about 4: 
minutes, Chic, 


_FELM HOUSE 


for | 


to a 


hand it} 


| PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 
New York, Sept. 30. 
| Around two hours half 
show again this week 

weak stage finale which 
thing hanging in the air 


and a of 


left 
Probably 


straightened out before the close of | 
Was a dull 
| 


opening day, but there 

thud while it lasted, 
Belle Baker 

vitch on top 


and Borrah Mine- 
of the current stage 
talent and each spilling over 20 
minutes. Three songs for Miss 
Baker and an encore long delayed 
by her relating of five or six stories, 
all Jewish. Besides a chorus in 
| Yiddish for ‘My Mom,’ it put the 
| vet songstress "way overboard on 
|the Hebraic end despite the holi- 
| days. 

| Conceding that Miss Baker should 
be given the liberty of doing any- 
thing she sees fit in having to fol- 
| low the Minevitch dynamic hood- 
}lums (and they were highly explo- 
sive here Friday afternoon), the vet 
|songstress is taking a long chance 
on her audience's indulgence in but 
; telling a couple of yarns and let- 


| ting it go at that. She still has her 


|flair for making a song interesting | 


while her voice is as full and mel- 
low as ever. ‘Atlas’ is still with 
} her but otherwise, the tunes are all 
| pops with a throwback to the old 
|days in the singer’s penchant for 
|chanting a ballad at her pit leader 
for a mild comedy touch. 
tute a bandana handerchief for the 
stage mike they now use and it 
could just as well be the Alhambra. 


Minevitch cleaned. And to the 
;}extent of drawing whistling acclaim 
|from the top shelf, seldom if ever 
| known in this house. There’s a 
reason. Minevitch, despite the years 
| he has been doing this act, has 
never let down. That is to say that 
you can catch his harmonica gang 
levery couple of months and find 
something new in the turn. Basic- 
ally it’s always the same, of course, 
because it speaks all languages. But 
there are new bits or mannerisms. 
They keep cropping up and they’re 
all funny. It’s a cinch that he’s 
doing a better act now than after 
the turn was six months old. The 
‘Rhapsody’ is gone as advantage- 
ously is the straight playing of any 
heavy orchestration. The lads cut 
themselves a slice of ‘March of the 
Toys,’ but Minevitch clowns it up 
so there’s no let down at that or 
l|any other point. He is also moving 
a portable mike near each of his 
blowers to give the house an idea 
of what goes on individually. Novel 
and good. 

The gang now only 
even dozen, including Minevitch, 
‘and after doing 21 minutes the 
| house was still loath to let them go. 
| When an act can stand up as long 
as this one has, despite repeating 
over the same trail so many times, 
it spells both showmanship and 
merit. In these days of stuttering 
vaude presentation attempts Mine- 
vitch remains a _ revelation. The 
|circuits should get together and 
‘donate him not only a long service 
but also apply for a Carnegie 
medal. 

3Jeyond the two name acts the 
layout remains about as usual with 
| Rubinoff gesticulating the orchestra 
through a Victor Herbert medley, 
the Crawfords at the organ and 
| Donald Novis, Three Rio Brothers, 
Annette Ames and the Merriel Ab- 
| bott Girls filling out the stage com- 
plement. ‘Phantom President’ 
|(Par) on the screen and business 
good. Sid. 


numbers 








| 

| MICHIGAN 

Detroit, Oct. 1. 

| Back again to local productions 
| with line, but ns.g. Suffering as 


so many of the recent local produc- 
tions have from too much produc- 
tion and not enough talent, this one 
'also contends with an unfortunate 


| choice of acts. With three acts 
| used two are straight dancing. Sid 
Marion and Marie Duval are the 


/supposed headliners. While a nice 
| standard comedy two-act, this one 
falls far short of headline calibre. 

| Entire show suffers from. the 
overabundance of dancing and lack 
of reasonable entertainment. Weis- 
feldt might have picked his talent 
better. However, with Lou Lip- 
stone taking over the framing of 
bills, the problem of talent may be 
solved. 


in a 35-minute show, the public 
can't help but be saiated. 
locally-built shows invariably run 
to three and even four line routines. 
And then on top of that two out of 


three acts offering terp specialties. 


and Emily, who deliver nicely, and 
the Three Little Words, who are 
using the flying wings first shown 
here by Gordon, Reed and King. 
For the overture Lou Forbes has 
cut down to two sections instead of 
his previous three. Doing the first 
classic and the second hot jazz he 
got over plenty. Still demonstrat- 
ing that he is a real showman, he 
takes advantage of the various abil- 
ities of his men, with the drummet 


this time getting the big spot For 
the jazz part ‘Tom Thumb’s Drum 
ised, with the drummer going to 
town. Very effective. Merle Clarke 
again uses his chatter comment 
over the p.a. system with his organ 


numbers, amusing and ove! 
Picture ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) and 
) business fairs Lee. 


att A 


including a} 
every- | 


i went 


Substi- | 


an | 


With the line doing three routines 


And the} 
that part of the boulevard equiva- | 


The two dancing acts are Bernice | 


because 


| does 








| NEWSREELS 








EMBASSY 


rent program is one of the 
most complete in news coveravre vot 
shown at the Embassy. Fox-l.™e,t 
out during the past week and 
ripped holes into the opposition, 
| Translux, as even occasional visi- 
tors to both theatres could 
Where Pathe featured 
clusive at the Luxer the 
|}son fiying family rescue, Embassy 
jrelegated this subject to a minor 
billing and yet made a better news 
|job. Pathe, with its own camera- 
men on the Hutchinson cruise, got 
an exclusive alibi from Hutchinson 
for bringing his family along, but 
failed to get the color of the rescue 
ship and crew which were played 
up by the Embassy editors. 

The programs of the two theatres 
cannot be compared this week be- 
cause Embassy, generally, is so far 
| ahead. 

Luxer 
| ping, even 
| laying the 
| postoffice 


Cur 


as an ex- 
Hutchin- 


was caught nap- 

to get Hoover 
stone for a new 
building. Where it was 
| satisfied with the Rogers Los An- 
geles coverage of Roosevelt, F-H 
|/had the Democratic nominee making 


certainly 
failing 
corner 


|addresses in Portland and Frisco 
las well. 

} Even in sports the Embassy 
|}copped by a wide margin. Where 
it showed important plays in the 
Southern Cal.—Utah and Colum- 
bia—Middlebury football contests, 





Luxer passed up pigskin’s opening 
entirely. 

An out and out scoop for the Em- 
bassy was its views- of Walker in 
Naples. Fans, especially along the 
stem, have missed the ex- Mayor and 
this was the first record to reach 
the newsreel screens. 

In the same film scoop, class was 
F-H’'s slant on the bombed Sacco- 
Vanzetti judge’s residence in Wor- 


cester, Mass. An equally timely 
scoop was the clip on the train 
wreck of French Foreign Legion- 


naires and the funeral services. 
Amelia Earhart on politics, John 
W. Davis’ explanation of the citi- 
zens’ budget commission, and Lloyd 
George’s attack on the results of the 
Ottawa conference were among oth- 
er important F-H actual news beats 
over the opposition. 
Other Embassy 








clips included: 


observe. 


TRANSLUX 


Although it doesn't lead eff the 
Luxe program, tie Is AamMGau hij 
on What a British cyclist thought 
was the reason he won the race 
provides the biggest newsreel laugh 
that has come to Broadway in 
months. Everything is quiet while 


he attributes his success to abstin- 


j}ence from tobacco and liquor. When 


jhe adds ‘monkey business,’ 
'a spontaneous 


} 


;ous walks 





there is 
audience roar that 
runs into the next two clips. 

What shape up like old views of 


Porto Rico hurricane trouble are 
given a new talking reporter ver- 


sion to cover the latest disaster. 

Pathe has started something 
which should prove of audience in- 
terest in its interview pool of vari- 
of American life on the 
ensuing election. Where a farmer, 
steel worker and butcher are for 
toosevelt, the first poll also shows 
a housewife and girl clerk who favor 
Hoover. 

That London basket race and Col- 
orado’s turkeys were seen along 
almost identical photographic lines 
| just a year ago. 


| The jobless camp in Central Park 


jis disappointing. Pathe had a great 
; chance here for human interest, but 
| muffed it for a conventional and un- 
imaginative contact style. 
’arachute jumpers are always in- 
| teresting, and the Luxer shows a 
fresh batch from the U. S. Navy 
taking their first plunge. 
aris hats are not often 
of mention. This time, however, 
they get laughs in plenty. The 
Luxer audience Sat. afternoon evi- 
dently wasn’t in a mood to see its 
women posed in one-quarter sizes. 

Commissioner Patterson's move- 
over to the radio field was the sub- 
ject for much Pathe footage. M. H. 
Aylesworth and Mayor McKee were 
principals in the cast. 

Both theatres had the marriage 
of one of Premier MacDonald's 
daughters; another view of Musso- 
lini and Italy’s King; baseball; 
Meadowbrook steeplechase. Waly. 


worthy 





German religious observance; Swiss 

dancers; German kids at play; Ru- 

manian firemen; Sax Rohmer. 
Waly. 





— 





FISHER 


Detroit, Sept. 30. 


Small budget meaning a miracle 
worker is needed, And still a tough 


spot. This week show with talent 
Baby Rose Marie, Bryant Raines 
and Young, and the Four Ortons 
spell mediocre entertainment both 


on paper and in fact. With a sup- 
posed budget of $3,500 a week and 
plenty of the stage sets from the 
warehouse, still not enough left to 
hire a couple of laughs. Answer 
has been the falling off from an al- 
most certain gross of $17,000 and 
up to a recent low of $9,500. Of 
course, mediocre pictures have con- 
tributed to the decline, but not en- 
tirely. 

Baby Rose Marie for the name act 
was an unfortunate choice. Child 
has never been a local radio favor- 
ite, and her great asset is her radio 
fame. As just another child wonder 
she does not spell boxoffice. 


The dancing act offers the nov- 
elty of two girls and a man doing a 
ballroom and adagio specialty, and 
nice enough in its way. The near- 
est approach to entertainment is the 
comedy of the funny one of the 
Four Ortons, and stil not a show- 
stopper. 








Overture featuring Mischa Kot- 
tler the entertainment standout and 
got the best hand of the show. 


Kottler, whe is the regular pianist 
here, has also played a solo with 
the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, 
and has the ability that engagement 
demands. 

Picture ‘A Successful 
(WB) and business fair. 


Calamity’ 











Folies Dramatiques, Paris 


Paris, Sept. 24. 

} Show takes place in the once legit 
house of the Folies Dramatiques, on 
| lent to 14th street. Idea of the show 
|is to draw rather special audiences 
by featuring nudity. This is by play- 
ing up on the screen a nudist film 
and giving as an act on the stage. 
Colette Andris, notorious for 
stuff, and who this time has reached 


dancing on the stage dressed with 
strictly nothing, except one big bal- 
loon Which she handles as coverage. 

If nothing happens to stop the 
show it may develop quite a patron- 
age on account of word-of-mouth 
publicity, which is rather a _ take 
Colette Andris is to 
showing practically as much as she 
there, and the nudist film has 
nothing suggestive. The house is in 
complete darkness. 


used 


Show is grind from midday to 
| midnight, with Colette Andris de 
ing three a day. It opens with an 
Eclai newsreel followed by 
; crazily arty short titled ‘La Course 


au Bonheur,’ like shadows on a 
wall with inserted titles in verses 
by Maurice Rostand. 

Next comes an old silent Laurel 
and Hardy, after which Colette An- 
dris performs in lieu of a presenta- 
tion. Show ends with the picture 
‘Marche Au Soleil’ (‘Road to the 
Sun’). House is equipped with 
Kalee- Thomsonor—tincanish. 

Mavi. 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 3%. 

Harry Richman and his associates 
this week are guilty of a heinous 
theatrical sin. They are dull. And 
perhaps dullest of all is Richman 
himself. Instead of buying new 
material, Richman borrows liber- 
ally. And not from the _ best 
sources. It is possible to antici- 
pate his gags, and as for blackouts 
even ‘Clowns in Clover,’ Chicago's 
all-time low on blackouts, was par- 
tially vindicated. There is some- 
thing worse. 

He opened in front of the drapes 
and told George Beatty's classic 
anecdote about pigeons and statues. 
Only Beatty does it with lyrics and 
aunction, and Richman made it pool 
hallish. It fell flat, and everything 
Richman did fell flat, until at the 
getaway he managed to hoist his 
standing through the ballad route. 

Diamond Brothers, whose formula 
for merriment is physical abuse, 
overstayed, They have half a dozen 
climaxes, any one of them better 
than their actual finale. Somehow 
they can’t win unanimous endorse- 
ment, although there was moderate 
response. Too much repetition, col- 








strip | 


the peak of her public exhibition by | 


|more Colt. Too little capital is 
made of her presence. That Bar-,4 
rymore name is not precisely un- 
known, and is especially rare for 
picture palaces. Young Ethel han- 
idles a song quite well, and has a 
startling vocal resemblance to her 
mother. She is maturing theatri- 
cally and indubitably picking up a 
world of valuable experience Many 
will be tempted to philosophize on 
the altered show business wherein 
a Barrymore needs must be sea- 
soned at the rate of five shows a 


| ceived the real plaudits of the 


iision and conversation. Especially 
conversation, which is uniformly 
without excuse. 

Next to a sensational toe dancer, 
Vivian Faire, who deservedly re- 
stage 
show, the most interesting aspect 
of tichman’s ‘rollicking musical 
revue,’ as it’s billed, is Ethel Barry- 


day. 
Joseph Littau, who has been con- 
ducting the Omaha Symphony, 
opened Friday the Chicago's 


as 


guest conductor B&K for undis- 
closed reasons chooses to ignore the 
Omaha connection and advertises 


«Continued on page 36) 
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ACTS 








| NEW 








HARRIET LEE and HER 

LEADERS (4) 

Singing 
14 Mins.; Full 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Miss Lee is an NBC presentation 
and billed here as ‘Radio’s imost 
beautiful songstress.’ That may be 
part of the radio chain’s current 
salesmanship attempt, but is not 
far from the truth. She's blonde, 
a looker and a dresser, but above 
and beyond that, she knows how to 
sell songs. 

Radio acts in vaudeville are al- 
ways handicapped to the extent of 
the caprices of ‘public address sys- 
tems in the various theatres. Old 
theatres like ‘the Orpheum were 
never intended for wiring and when 
the wiring was put in it wasn’t 
put in any too well, seemingly. At 
any rate ail acts using a microphone 
here have had to be satisfied with 
having their voices distorted in cer- 
tain sections of the house and have 
had to fight static on occasion, It's 
not Miss Lee’s fault that at least 
one of her numbers the night caught 
sounded pretty awful, She knows 
her singing. 

With Miss Lee are three male 
singers. Hers is a deep low voice, 
almost baritone as it comes from 
the sound box, so the three lads 
are soft tenors for contrast. All 
four pour their notes into the mike 
at the same time, for nice and un- 
usual harmony effects. A lad at a 
piano rounds out the company. 

Only one fault to be found in 
Miss Lee’s vaude turn, and that is 
probably a matter of misadvice. 
Whoever picked or advised those 
two curtains for background to the 
‘Cabin in the Cotton’ and ‘Rain, 
Rain, Go Away,’ certainly did the 
act wrong. They're cheap, ordinary 
and silly, while the act itself is the 
exact antithesis. When the rain- 
bow is flashed across a clumsy rain 
curtain, the audience at the Or- 
pheum burst into laughter, It’s bad 

wmanship and ought to be fixed 
ronto. 

In any modern theatre, where 
acoustics and wiring are in repair, 
Miss Lee ought to have no trouble 
winning and holding the audience. 

Kavuf. 





BRANDEAUX DANCERS (16) 
Dance Flash 

18 Mins.; One and Full 

G. O. H., N. Y. 

Breaking in down here, for the 
G.O.H: payroll is not budgeted for 
a 16-people number at regular sal- 
aries. Troupe includes 10 dancing 
girls, contortion solo dancer, four 
men and an extra girl who sings to 
give the others a chance to catch 
their breaths. Act looks and acts 
new, but with a little practice should 
develop into a good closer for the 
small time, and no reason why they 
should not take a chance on the 
larger time, as that time goes now. 

Opens with a number by the girls 
in white tulle ankle-length skirts, 
which are stripped to bodice and 
trunks. Four men in white flannels 
work in with them, a fairly effec- 
tive routine, but lacking smoothness 
as yet. Nothing important, but 
good ensemble. Singer comes on 
for a verse and then goes into a 
so-so dance. Girls on full stage in 
oriental dress for a number which 
does not g0 cooch, though it 
threatens to. 

Solo dancer on for a nice num- 
bed, and two of the boys hoof mod- 
erately well, breaking no ankles. 
Soloist back for a song, ‘Tiger Girl,’ 
which cues into all the girls in tiger 
half masks and striped skin cos- 
tumes, with the men in polo gear, 
but withcut the heimets, as trainers. 
Not original. Rather formless, but 
should be strong when worked out 
better. 

Act as it stands is not ready, but 
should round into shape and score 
for numbers and grace in dancing 
rather than because of the excel- 
lence of the individual work. 

Chic. 





HARRINGTON and FRY 
Talk 

10 Mins.; One 

G. O. H., N. Y. 


Harrington used to work as Har- 
rington and Green and Harrington 
and Mills, doing singing and hoof- 
ing with a woman partner. Now it’s 
a straight talking routine with a 
Strong suggestion of Williams and 
‘Walker, with Fry, a natty dresser 
in his natural brown and Harring- 
ton in cork and seedy garments. 
Most of the chatter is nonsense talk 
along the lines of ‘where does the 
wind go when it doesn’t blow?’ and 
a somewhat similar question about 
the light when it goes out, but most 
of the gagging is more original and, 
while there are no belly laughs at 
any particular joke, it builds to a 
steady chuckle. They could have 
come back with more without an- 
noying anyone but the time-keeper. 

Only singing is about eight bars 
for the exit, and no dancing. That 
in itself make them unusual. They 
more than held their own in num- 


ber three, which is next to closing 


down here. And they worked for it. 
Chic. 


Fs 


JACK MULHALL (2) 

Comedy Talk 

26 Min.; Special in One 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

Many of the gags have a very 
familiar ring about them, though 
the script may have been especially 
tailored for the chap from pictures. 
With him is Edwin Glynn doing a 
hick character before a countryside 
drop. Nothing for Mulhall to do 
but to strike his most winsome 
poses, do his muggings and to feed 
the provocations to Glynn, and that 
capable hokester does the rest to 
keep them interested. 


Major part of the give and take 
centers around a baby perambu- 
lator, its divers attached props and 
contraptions and the fictional 
foundling left on the ruralite’s door- 
steps. Laughs from this source 
click along steadily, with the pas- 
sages about the diapers and attend- 
ing business seeming to tickle this 
nabe congregation, 

Inevitably and eventually the pat- 
ter drifts around to Hollywood, and 
femme names from the picture col- 
ony are freely bantered about. Mul- 
hall’s description of the camera 
girl’s allurements bring on the stock 
spasms from the a.k., but every- 


thing stays within bounds until they 


get around to the picture star lean- 
ings of the ruralite’s pooch, with 
the names of Mae Bush, Laura 
LaPlante and Helen Twelvetrees 
dragged in. 


Script finally turns sentimental. 
Mulhall is the old fellow’s son who 
had run away with the circus 17 
years before. And for the anti- 
climax there’s the mossgrown gag: 
‘And now tell me,’ quizzes the 
father, ‘what did you do with those 
shoes I gave you to take to the 
shoemaker? Act shapes up as a 
natural for the nabe resorts. 
Odec. 





JOSEPHINE DUNN—GENE MOR- 
GAN 


Talk 
13 Mins.; One 
State-Lake, Chicago 


Gene Morgan theoretically sup- 
ports the blonde and svelte Miss 
Dunn, who like so many Hollywood 
folks, has a thin and hard-to-hear 
voice. But Morgan wasn’t even 
keeping up his own end much less 
helping the film ingenue and this 
combination needs to get in a lot 
of serious thought and rehearsing 
before running up against the east 
which they will find far less indul- 
gent than comparatively easy-going 
Chicago. 


Morgan has plenty of experience, 
but is listless in his style of work- 
ing. Half the time he can’t be 
heard and more than once he failed 
to make clear the point of his gags. 
He has developed mannerisms more 
deplorable than. helpful. In partic- 
ular he should stop playing with 
his nose, 


Of the material it may be said 
that with the exception of half a 
dozen bright jokes it’s just so much 
stalling. Morgan didn’t play up to 
Miss Dunn at any point. She en- 
tered after he had been on about 
five minutes. The introduction was 
perfunctory, although the public re- 
ception for Miss Dunn was cordial. 
Morgan stood aside and let her 
speak her piece which was intelli- 
gent enough but not really helping. 
The time is now well past for 
Hollywood people to regard vaude- 
ville as a ‘personal appearance’ in 
the sense of talking down from the 
heights of Hollywood. Miss Dunn 
the same as Miss Greta Twinkle or 
anybody else is now expected to 
entertain, not meet, the folks. 


Morgan remains faithful to his 
dirt-detector. This is a light that 
goes on whenever he skirts indigo. 
While this is funny enough as a 
comic principle, Morgan has never 
given sufficient thought to it. The 
verdict is the same as when Mor- 
gan played the Paramount, Los An- 
geles, last March. It could be funny, 
but it isn’t because it isn’t de- 
veloped. It’s not big enough to see 
from a distance and it’s not planted 
with the requisite clarity for public 
comprehension. 


Main by-play between Morgan 
and the girl is a coat and vest re- 
moving scene done first in French, 
later in English, with a kindergar- 
ten blackout for the getaway. Not 
to condemn this in toto, it may be 
admitted that possibly with more 
adroit farcing it might pump up 
some hearty giggles. At the State- 
Lake it was so-so at its best. 


Whole act smacks of being 
thrown together in a sanguine ex- 
pectation of public tolerance. Miss 
Dunn is scarcely enough of a film 
celebrity to get by on her name and 
lcoks alone. Morgan has been re- 
tarding his own career for some 
time by a carelessness about re- 
hearsing which was rather notor- 
ious on the Coast and, which, un- 
less he snaps out of it will only 


east. Idea that ‘any old thing’ will 


is all wrong. Anyhow, it 


trouble. 





Land, 


give him a professional spill in the 


suffice so long as unflinching nerve 
and some reputation are combined 
invites 


| BLACKSTONE 

Magical Unit 

39 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Academy, N. Y. 

Blackstone, with his 39-minute 

magic show, follows Thurston in 
that field. Latter has been active 
for more than a year now with a 
similar unit and has played most 
of the larger vaude and picture 
house circuits, plus independents, 
with results, according to boxoffice 
reports, fully justifying Blackstone 
in making his try. 
Like Thurston, Blackstone is 
among the better known veterans 
in his _ field. The vaude-picture 
house field ought to find plenty of 
room for both, 


Blackstone’s show will both ap- 
peal and elicit favorable word-of- 
mouth. It's a smoothly-routined 
show, stretched with illusions, dis- 
appearances, etc., to 39 minutes of 
entertainment that has but few dull 
moments. The worst that can be 
said of the unit is that there is a 
good deal of the same sort of thing 
throughout, the sameness causing 
some _ slowness. That could be 
avoided by judicious trimming, tak- 
ing out no more than five minutes 
or so, which wouldn't reduce run- 
ning time too far. 


Use of ducks, rabbits, etc., seems 
to be mostly overdone. There is 
also an excess of illusions of the 
disappearing type, with either girls, 
pigeons, ducks or something else 
used 


In between Blackstone offers 
much that is novel and tends to- 
ward welcome relief. Included is 
the canary and birdcage trick long 
figuring in Fred Keating's routine. 
Blackstone, like Keating, uses a 
living bird. 


An outstanding trick is the living 
handkerchief, which jumps around, 
wriggles, etc. Another is the sus- 
pended electric light bulb, which 
seems to float in the air, Blackstone 
making it pretty convincing there 
is no string or other unseen at- 
tachment to keep it lit and sus- 
pended. 

Four girls are carried to dress the 
act and to double on cabinet ex- 
changes, disappearances, etc. The 
favorite stunt, used by many ma- 
gicians, of the girl running down 
the aisle from the back of the thea- 
tre within a few seconds after the 
supposed same girl has been tied 
in a sack and placed in a cabinet is 
aiso in the routine. 

Blackstone himself figures in sev- 
eral illusions and changes. For one 
he uses an effective Sahara fortress 
set. He supposedly buys a sacred 
robe, is caught as an infidel and 
stood up in front of a large cannon, 
which is discharged. In the next 
second it’s revealed Blackstone is in 
the garb of a fortress slave. 

And endless cloth trick, unusually 
interesting and baffling, is followed 
by another exchange in which 
Blackstone takes part. 

Some comedy is derived from 
Blackstone's line of gab, his chatter 
in the audience, through plants and 
with a kid who’s brought upon the 
stage as the recipient of a bunny 
involved in several magical ma- 
neuvers. Char, 


VIOLET WEST and EMBASSY 
BOYS (9) 

Dancing 

12 Min.; Special in Full 
Orpheum, N. Y. 


Little standout talent or versa- 
titity in the whole parade of eight 
line boys and the willowy lass from 
the night clubs. It’s all nicely 
dressed, but it takes more than 
mere textile flash to work ’em up 
over a dancing turn. 

Stanza opens with the standard- 
ized prancing on of the evening 
garbed octette for an introductory 
song and tappery, with the girl soon 
following to join them in the chorus 
of the lackadaisically palmed-off 
ditty. There’s the customary toss- 
ing around of the girl from one 
group of stalwarts to the other and 
the usual back and forward bends, 
cartwheels and fast flips by the 
center of attraction. 

Thing moves along slowly and un- 
certainly until the girl goes into the 
flip whirl and the boys step out for 
individual flashes of tap eccentrici- 
ties, but these are not exceptional 
enough to rate the act as being 
worthy of better than nabe time. 
One item it is badly in need of is 
a punchy finish. Act peters out 
sadly at this point. Odec 


MEEHAN and SHANNON 
Talks and Songs 
11 Mins. in One and Two 

. 7 -~- . . 

Not reported in New Acts since 
'27, and possibly not the same set 
up. Certainly not the same act. At 
that time they seemed to the re- 
viewer to be comers, but they didn’t 
come very far. No reason except 
material why they should not have 
done so, for the girl is personable 
and a good dresser and the man has 
an excellent light comedy personal- 
ity It's just that the stuff isn’t 
there 

Barely by as number two at the 
G. O. H. with some gagging that 
lacks punch and smoothness, They 
use ‘I'd have a look all over hell 
for you’ for the exit gag. At this 
late day. A good stager could lick 
this act into shape. Apparently they 
cannot do it for themselves. 





Chie. 


3 LITTLE MAIDS 
(Oversteak Sisters) 
Radio Sirgers 

9 Mins.; Two (Rural) 
State-Lake, Chicago 


Public address system at the 
State-Lake is very poor This has 
been demonstrated before. So the 
Oversteak girls billed under their 
WLS nom de ether have an alibi. 
They were ruined by the house. 

It's a premiere metropolitan ap- 
pearance for the girls who have, 
however, played numerous dates 
through the midwest territory in 
small towns Whether the micro- 
phone was a necessity or not is 
unreported. Most radio singers are 
so accustomed to modulated pitch 
that they are inaudible when minus 


the p.a. It seems as if they would 
have been much better by them- 
selves. 


Horn of the p.a. system an eye- 
sore was placed right in front of 
the foolight pan. That spoiled the 
rustic picture that they wanted. 
Girls are in gingham with bows in 
their hair. Very demure and whole- 
some looking and pleasantly girlish 
in personality they really were 
seen under impossible conditions. 
Stage was dressed with pumpkins 
and cornstalks to carry out the 
farm motif. 

Girls are popular on the air and 
the fact that they did only so-so 
at the State-Lake should he ascribed 
to the wretched amplifier. They 
are the first Chicago station radio 
act to be booked locally by RKO. 
All other radio talent has been from 
the networks. Land. 


MME. POMPADOUR 
Songs and Imitations 
5 Mins.; One 
G. O. H., N. Y. 
Hefty high soprano who suggests 
operatic training, though her high 
notes are a bit awry now. Middle 
and lower registers are good, and 
she tore off an operatic number for 
a big hand, coming back to do an 
imitation of a violin, working with 
a soaped bow, and stopping to show 
it’s her voice. That picked up 
enough applause to give her an 
honest encore for a coloratura num- 
ber. Off still in good standing with 
the crowd. 
Dresses toa fit her billing with a 
high white wig and a tasteful eve- 
ning dress First off the crowd 
seemed to figure that she was a fe- 
male impersonator, and some of 
them may be guessing yet. Nice 
tacial expressions and &n assured 
manner help tremendously to win 
the crowd. 

Good deucer here, and should do 
well if she'll stop reaching for that 
top note that isn’t there Chic. 


‘IN DREAMY SPAIN’ (5) 
Dance Flash 
17 Mins.; Full Stage 
G. 0. H. N. ¥ 

This looks like an old act with a 
new name. No individual names 
given as guide, but evidently sea- 
soned performers. Four dancers 
anc a man singer who chiefly acts 
asm. c. and breaks the waits. Has 
a good approach for the family time 
and gets them solidly. Does much 
to shove the act over 

Others are three women and a 
man, the latter doing semi-ballet 
dancing with the women strong on 
the. heel stamping and pirouetting 
style of a dance that is real Spain. 
One of them does a peasant dance 
that is interesting because it is 
genuine and ur.usual. Best work is 
with the capes, toreador style, but 
the life-saver is a hot rumba and 
warmer castanet dance for the 
finale. These should be reversed 
with the rumba coming last 

Probably will not work above the 
small time, for as a troupe and as 
individuals they lack distinction 
with the exception of the singer. 
Good, however, in the lesser spots 
and at least real dancers. Real 
Spanish, at that, which does not al- 
ways follow. Costuming could be 


less characteristic, but more attrac- 
tive Chic. 
THREE OLYMPICS 

Skating 

5 Mins. in th-ee 

oe: © HH. N. Y. 

Two men and a woman in a fast 
and difficult skating act involving 
the usual spins including a double 
carry of the other two by one of 
the men. Another a neck spin with 
a one-foot catch. Both men do 
brief dancing bits for variety—and 
get it all over without waits. 

Costuming could be improved 
with possible help to the act. Pres- 
ent outfit suggests the circus style, 
and lacks smartness. 

Better dressed and with 
better selling this could open the 
show on the more important time. 
They have the stuff, but seem un- 
|able to punch it over. Chic. 


a little 


LOU FINK 
Dancing 
8 Mins.; One 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

Fink is either a dancer or an 
acrobat or both He comes on 
dressed in baggy pants and big coat 
ind does three numbers of com- 
bined acrobatic-dancing tempo. He 
indicates that he knows how to 
dance, and that he's fairly capable 
it his work 

All Fink needs now is to get him- 





self an act and he will belong in 
| vaude Kauf. 
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PALACE, N. Y. 


It must be a Gus Edwards anni- 
versary, or somethin’. Whatever it 
is the Palace is helping him cele- 
brate the event by allocating prac- 
tically the entire front of the house 
for a grand G. E. ballyhoo. Mere 
runnerup display is accorded the 
picture, ‘Bird of Paradise’ (Radio), 
and the flash here is confined to a 
couple of tinted portraits. With the 
house itself not very buoyant about 
the picture's inveigling possibilities 
and four nice but not heavywWeight- 
ish standard acts on the other side 
of the scale, the exchequer prospects 


for the week look anything but 
bright. 
Anyway, the pace by the turn- 


stile the major part of the opening 
day indicate a huge comedown from 
the previous week's take if not a 
doury dip into the red. Initial per- 
formance started off with a scantily 
filed arena, and when it was all 
over around 70 minutes later the 
lower floor was far from near 
capacity. Rest of the matinee failed 
to show much of an improvement, 
while the early evening call didn't 
get beyond an uneven trickle 


Though small in number that 
opening audience cottoned up 
warmly and liberally to the vaude 
parade. That is, everybody but the 
No. 1 frame, filled by Jay Velie and 
Nayan Pearce and their ‘Red Sym- 
phony’ idea. Trouble here obviously 
was not so much the turn itself as 
the awkward placement given it on 
the bill. Smart, tuneful, novel and 
an eyeful plus is that well-revealed 
and lithesome Nayan Pearce figure, 
but too quiet and slow-moving to 


work a noontime congregation up 
into a lather. Lad they carry with 
them, Bil' Ford, managed at one 


point to lift the thing out of the 
applause doldrums with a snappy 
bit of acrcbatic softshoeing. 


With the entry of Les Gellis, next, 
the customers started to show an 
inkling of life. The introductory 
brace of steps out of the way, the 
brothers romped into the nub of 
their act, the fast and furious jinks 
on the risley board, with the midge 
partner hitting it off as deftly as 
ever on the whirling end, and gar- 
nered one swell sendoff. Clara Barry 
and Orval Whitledge took up where 
the previous threesome left off on 
the merriment and built up their 
own solid structure of laugh re- 
turns. It's the old line of sarcastic 
give and take, but a finished pair of 
artists give it a touch and overtone 
of newness. 


Though there may be doubts 
about nis powers as a_ boxoffice 
magnet, once Gus Edwards gets them 
settled before him he always keeps 





improved. Lighter colors might be) 


‘marveling at 


them thoroughly regaled with crack 
entertainment and sends them away 
his consistent ability 
to pick them. The vet showman in 
his present exhibit not only trofs 
out a wealth of high rating talent 
but a flock of young and debbish 
looking beauts. The surefire hand 
of the showman is always there as 
he puts each prodigy through the 
pace, and the vet producer-discov- 
erer is still there when it comes to 
uncorking the old larynx and feed- 
ing them some of the tunes put to 
paper by himself 

One little lass in the current act 
bound to be added to his ‘Album of 
Proteges’ soon is Virginia Lee, an 
exponent of the art of tap rhythmics 
who shakes a brilliantly nimble toe 
and has the personality and looks 
to make it a perfect picture For 
an encore she unlimbered a bit of 
military precision terpsy that earned 
her a special vote of noisy approval. 
Another outstanding example in the 
tap department included in the Ed- 
wards troupe is Janice Williams, 


wha leans more toward the acro- 
batic versions. 
Something reminiscent of Edna 


Leedom about the Dutch-accented 
Hildegarde. With Miss Lee the 
highlight of the act, this tall slim 
blonde combines a robust sense of 
comedy with a voice that digs into 


the melodic appreciation of the 
listener. 
For Marie Vero, the coloraturo 


soprano discovery, it's a jump from 
the Grand opera house to the Pal- 
ace within a period of two months, 
Appeared at the former spot with 
an operatic foursome. One af those 
quickly tossed together affairs. Girl 
weaves a fine web of titillating 
notes and has a gracious, reserved 
personality that adds to the appeal. 
Looked as though the voluminous 
reception she got from this Palace 
audience certainly surprised her, 
Other billed protege in the retinue, 
Don Tannen, shared the comedy as- 
signment with Hildegarde and 
proved himself a wag whose talents 
have little need of more grooming, 
if and when he is furnished with the 
right material Odec. 
Geneva Acts 
tochester, Oct. 3 

Manager Clinton G. Young. of 
Shine’s Geneva theatre, is trying 
five RKO acts two days a week 











Figures college patrons’ there 
warrants the experiment 
Vaude Possibility 
The Palace, Morristown, N. J., has 
been leased to the Neithold Bras., 


who are considering vaudeville aa 
1 policy. 


Theatre was formerly operated by 





|; A. Hsposito. 


new 


Ee 





oe 


tom 
take 
any 
thor 
Ted 
Coo 
Wil 
the 

B: 
dall, 
com 
and 
step 
whi 
as ¢é 
vau 
is f 
tra, 
peri 
per 
don) 
ing 
ense 
act 
Fe je 
eno. 
slim 
spot 
act. 
and 


G 


Di 
No 
for 
hous 
new: 
that 
tom 
valu 
vauc 

La 
ticul 
the 
the | 
Wom 
With 
wom 
Way, 
trim 
does 

are } 
£00d 
they 
Plau: 
tensi 
elem 

Mr 
oper: 
a m: 
Suge 
the £ 
lowe 
Plays 
Wink 
in So 

Ha 
A‘ ts) 
ficati 


Stran: 











a 


> 





ood 


Tuesday, October 4, 1932 


VAUBDE HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 35 











———_ 
STATE, N. Y. 


Having accustomed its following 
to a successive flock of name shows, 
the State this week may have some 
difficulty in attempting to get by 
with an ordinary stage and screen 
Jayout. Roscoe (‘Fatty’) Arbuckle 
js doubtless the attractive head- 
liner, besides not bad as entertain- 
ment, but the support doesn't rate 
with the fare dished out lately at 
Loew's Broadway site. 

Vaudeville end _ should satisfy 
without causing the talk that brings 
’em in, while the picture won't draw 
much. That leaves it solely up to 
Arbuckle. Film is Columbia’s ‘This 
Sporting Age’ (Jack Holt). That 
it's here on first run and that the 
State rarely plays them first would 
mean more if the film were stronger, 

Arbuckle drew a hand at his en- 
trance and another at the finish, 
denoting they liked the act. Those 
gags emanating from an audience 
plant, with Arbuckle never stepping 
on a laugh and sticking strictly to 
straighting, are not bad at aill. 
Addie McPhail (Mrs. Arbuckle) 
walks on a couple of times to dress 
things up. The former screen comic 
hoofs it at the finish for a perfect 
exit. There was enough applause 
at the end for several bows and 
enough left over for a speech, but 
Arbuckle took the modesty route 
and let the returns die out. He 
looks good, works easily and con- 
fidently and makes the trick some- 
thing more than just another per- 
sonal appearance. Arbuckle is 
definitely on the way back if the 
response and attitude here are a 
criterion. 

He’s spotted fifth. Up ahead the 
house mike takes a beating from 
four successive turns, this being the 
only important conflict on a_ bill 
that’s otherwise possessed of con- 
siderable variety. Wilfred DuBois 
delivers nine minutes of juggling as 
a strong show opener and Billy 
Wells and the Four Fays keep 
things moving in a standard way 
No. 2. Turn comprises 17 minutes 
of singing, dancing, clowning hodge 
podge. It runs at a fairly brisk 
gait, but even speedier pacing is 
possible. Wells, the act’s mainstay, 
could do the cutting job himself, 
starting on his own stuff first. 

Ward Wilson, a single in the trey, 
is the bill’s most prolific mike 
pounder. As a mimic of well known 
radio voices, he couldn’t do without 
it. Radio mimics are becoming as 
numerous as were the one-time 
imitators of vaudeville stars, They’re 
aping different stars now, but the 
chief requirement—plenty of nerve 
—still prevails. There’s more to 
stage mimicry than being just 
faithful. Wilson has managed to 
capture much of his subjects’ vocal 
personality and style and while not 
always hitting the mark, he gets 
close enough to convince the cus- 
tomers. His Winchell and Gibbons 
take-off could get crossed without 
anybody sensing the difference, al- 
though his Phil Cook is a nifty. 
Ted Lewis, Ben Bernie, A. & A., Cal 
Coolidge and Al Smith are others in 
Wilson’s repertoire. Crosby gets 
the go-by for a change. 

Barbara Newberry and Carl Ran- 
dall, familiar faces forming a new 
combination, are fourth on this bill 
and under New Acts. They mix 
stepping with a few good ideas 
which help the dancing and emerge 
as a likely team for what's left of 
vaudeville. Arbuckle, next to shut, 
is followed by Joe Fejer’s Orches- 
tra, the latter making one of its 
periodical vaude trips between sup- 
per club engagements. The prima 
donna and ballroom team specializ- 
ing with Fejer’s eight-piece string 
ensemble probably are new, but the 
act as a whole is along customary 
Fejer lines. Dance team does well 
enough in two appearances. The 
slim prima makes her two specialty 
spots the standout moments of the 
act. Fejer steps out to fiddle a pop 
and shows he still has control. 

Bige. 


GRAND O. H., N. Y. 


Dixie days are over in 23rd street. 
No more two features and five acts 
for two bits at the Grand opera 
house. Now it’s a feature, a short, 
newsreel and only four acts, but 
that doesn't seem to cut the cus- 
tomers down any, for it’s still good 
value for the money, though the 
vaude runs only 44 minutes. 

Last half bill went together par- 
ticularly well with no duds to cut 
the batting average. Opens with 
the Three Lordens, two men and a 


Woman. Men work on a trampoline 
With a casting cradle, while the 
woman breaks into a dance mid- 


way, for a breather. Smart costume, 
trim legs and a pleasant face so it 
doesn’t matter much that the steps 
are not sensational. Net stunts are 
£00d without being unusual and 
they bounced around to plenty ap- 
Plause, partly a reaction from the 


tensity of the picture. Comedy is 
elemental, but satisfied here. 
Mme. FPompadour (New Acts), 


Operatic singer, in the deucer. Has 
a mannish stride and her weight 
Suggests a female impersonator of 
— srand dame type such as Har- 
owe 


and Eltinge used to contribute. | 
| out in front of the camera. 


J P 
Played down to the crowd with 
winks and smiles and got herself | 
In solid. 

Harrington and Fry (also New 
Acts) get under the novelty classi- 


fin. . , ° 2 
acation, theugh Harrington is no 
‘eanser, Ten minutes of straight 


| the 





talk and different from most of the 
Negro turns, which is appreciated. 
Best part is they have done very 
little borrowing. 

Closer is Brandeaux Dancers 
(New Acts), a troupe depending on 
ensemble effect rather than individ- 
ual work with the exception of a 
clever contortion dancer, With one 
exception the turn is nicely cos- 
tumed and when they shake down 
into their work they should better 
their present bookings. Animal 
training number is borrowed, but 
the rest is not reminiscent. Best 
number is an oriental without the 
wriggles. Music for this is color- 
ful and helps it over. 

Film offering includes ‘The Last 
Mile’ (World-Wide), which is pretty 
strong for a largely juvenile audi- 
ence, but the kids loved it. News- 
reel and an Our Gang, with a two 
minute overture. Chic 


CENTURY, BALTO. 


Baltimore, Sept. 30. 


Question before the local public 
now is where do all the bands come 
from? Since the start of the season 
this town has been bombarded with 
stage orchestras, both at this Loew 
ace spot and the indie vaudfilm 
Hipp. Next week at this house 
brings the first halt in the long pa- 
rade of baton wavers, when Ted 
Healy and his Howard, Fine and 
Howard stooges come in to headline. 

Currently there’s Buddy Rogers 
and his instrumentalizers here, and 
it’s a bid for the flapper audience. 
That appears the theatre’s big hope, 
since the Hipp is drawing the load 
of matrons and kids to get a glimpse 
of Kate Smith. 


Show here this week is not strong 
and in spots has the unmistakable 
aroma of family-time vaude. Not 
quite smart enough to keep up to 
the standards of this house as the 
leader of the local theatricals. 


It was family-time in the opener 
on the web and perch work of Win- 
nie and Dolly. Here’s a quiet man 
and woman acrobatic turn that 
could be improved immeasurably by 
reversing the order of the stunts. 
It may, of course, be physically im- 
possible. But as it is they’re open- 
ing with their strong points, both 
on flash and stunts, and closing 
mildly. That mermaid flash ending 
with the iron-jaw work opens. It 
would be better near the close. The 
web flip-flops in the style of the late 
Lillian Leitzel is near the opening. 
It would be a much stronger finish 
than the present perch swingings. 
Act, however, shows effort has been 
expended into making it a neat little 
production, the web and perches 
being disguised as the rigging of a 
sailing vessel. On that score it’s 
100% 

Deucing came Edith Bow, clever 
little comedienne with personality 
and showmanship. Her material, 
however, is just fair. She deserves 
better writing than her present rou- 
tine. What she has is flatly dated, 
being such stuff as the comparison 
of modern gals with their hoop-skirt 
sisters. Her last party-girl charac- 
terization is overly long to be ef- 
fective throughout. A snappy style 
here would help. That dramatic 
moment towards the finish also 
misses fire after all that comedy. 

It was family-time at its not-so- 
goodest for Frank Conville in the 
center position. Conville is a gaggy 
performer at best, his turn being 
broken up into bits, some fair, others 
weaker. He sticks in a bit of every- 
thing from an announced imperson- 
ation of Chaplin to an unannounced 
wrestling touch that smacked of Al 
Trahan. Conville is particularly at 
fault when his stuff often runs into 
the offensive, such as the handker- 
chief story. That Conville might 
have some ideas out of burleycue 
was evidenced by an unfunny im- 
personation of a strip dancer. It 
might go in rowdier houses, but, 
after all, this Loew’s is at its high- 
classiest. 

Next to closing was down-to-earth 
vaude, standard and of the old 
school, with the boys who grew up 
with vaude, Brems, Fitz and the 
Murphy Bros. It’s quartet comedy 
and singing, together with a clown 
and a policeman. An act as recog- 
nized in vaude as the olio, and here 
it was a standout smack. 

Buddy Rogers gets by on his pic- 
ture name, his radio work of the 
past vear, his flapper’s delight hand- 
someness and a certain reticence 
which stands out when placed 
against the bombastic egoism of 
other band leaders. Turn was run- 
ning sloppily on the first show Fri- 
day, and particularly inept was the 
inclusion of a meaningless picture- 
taking blackout. It slowed up the 
act, halted the show and was gen- 
erally out of place. On the music 
end they fared better. A happy no- 
tion was the inclusion of Johnny 
Green, the songsmith, in the act. 
His piano rendition of some of his 
own tunes was one of the best por- 
tions of the turn and the afternoon. 

Best of the lot for Rogers himself 
was, of course, that one-man band 
stunt out of ‘Close Harmony.’ He 
pulls it off nicely enough, dramat- 
ically, just as if he were acting it 


But weak act or no, Rogers is 
providing the real draw this week, 


land he’s evidencing ability to bring | 
too. | 


gals, 


Hearst 


flaps and the older 
Feature ‘Kongo’ (M-G). 
news slugs completed. 


ic 
is 
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EMPIRE, PARIS 


Paris, Sept. 23. 

Fortnightly show at the Empire, 
with Friday changeover day, evi- 
dences further progress in staging 
and lighting. Bill is well above 
previous management’s averages, 
but the improvement is especially 
noticeable in the running of the 
house and stage management and 
technique. Natan’s theatre depart- 
ment books the house through the 
Lucretia Portelli agency, which he | 
took over the same time as the the- 
atre, and offices of which are located | 
in the Empire building itself. 

Against this, Portelli has made a | 
tie-up with the Erenthal agency, so 
that latter is now handling a con- 
siderable amount of the Empire 
bookings, as well as talent in Na- 
tan’s picture house presentations, 
including the Olympia. This is espe- 
cially noticeable in view of the fact 
that Erenthal is also artistic man- 
ager for the Gaumont Aubert cir- 
cuit, and puts on tne Gaumont pres- 
entations. This forms the nucleus 
of a possible circuit of presentations 
on the F. & M. idea. The Alhambra 
is booked separately by Rottenburg 
and Goldin. 


Only animal act on this bill is 
Jose Moeser, equestrian, held over 
from the preceding fortnight, first 
part ending with a ballet of 19 sup- 








plied by the Tabarin night club, 
and second part ending with the 
Don Azpiazu Mexican band, who 


use a couple of entertainers for 
their jazz tunes. 

Show includes Neil and Gares, 
comedians; Joe Laurin, jugyler; 
Bernt and Partner, man and woman 
athletes; Jose Moeser, horse rider; 
Fred Brezin, a conjurer who talks 
19 to the dozen, and Walter and 
Briant, excellent comedians, who 
were last week at the Gaumont Pal- 
ace, and present an act where one 
of the men always appears to crum- 
ple down slowly, with the other try- 
ing to hold him up. Would click 
still better if compressed. The Ta- 
barin-supplied ballet‘ title Volues, is 
of small technical value, but gives 
the audience a pleasant feeling of 
spectacle, 

Second part opens with the Two 
Clerans, high trapeze workers, 
whose work deserves better than to 
be shown before people are seated. 
Aussie and Czech, a man perform- 
ing tricks with a cowboy’s whip, 
with a woman helper, are followed 
by Sammy Lewis and Patti Moore, 
American comedians, who go pig 
with the audience in their next-to- 
closing spot. Bill ends with the Don 
Azpiazu ensemble. Satisfactory. 

Mazi. 





pantomimic Chase and the musical 


Freed incorporate the needful nov- | 
elty ingredients. Both acts did well 

and as far as possible picked the 

show up, but there is no sidestep- 

ping the essential criticism. It was 
money and regardless of correct or 
faulty diagnosis of what was 
wrong. Land. 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Just a vaudeville show, with some 


good and some bad, but a strong 
| picture, ‘Biessed Event’ (WB) to 
keep the b.o. pace brisk. Friday | 


night (30) despite the Jewish, holi- | 


days, downstairs sector was filled 
with some stray standee trade. 

Milt Franklyn, pit leader, tries | 
something new again this week to | 
wake up interest, and, though it | 
turns out to be not such a good | 
idea, is commendable from a 


novelty standpoint. Franklyn is a 
former vaudevillian who used to do 
one of those musical acts in which 


he played umpteen kinds of in- 
struments. Here in the pit he has 
only seven men to work with, so 


handles the sax himself throughout 
the stage performances, and plays 
various other instruments during 
the overture. Currently he plays 
an accordion and the trick is for 
him to play various tune signatures 
of radio acts and for the audience 
to shout out the names of the acts 
identified with the tunes. It sounds 
better on paper and in theory than 
it works, largely because giving all 
the amateur clowns in the audi- 
torium a chance to try to be funny. 
Point, however, is that it is cer- 
tainly something different in the 
way of overtures and gets away 
from the usual screen lyric thing. 
Franklyn deserves credit for an in- 
teresting experiment. 

Vaude gets started slowly with 
Les Jardy, an old-fashioned acro- 


batic turn in which the femme 
spouts French at the audience. Lou 
Fink, deucing, (New Acts), is a 


dancer-acrobat who goes listlessly 
through three numbers, Entertain- 
ment actually starts at this point 
with the headliner, Harriet Lee 
(New Acts), in the center groove. 

Miss Lee’s turn stems from radio, 
which puts it at a disadvantage in 
an old-fashioned house of this type, 
but her pleasant personality and 
evident attempt to please, put her 
over fairly strongly. 

Next to shut is held by Faber and 
Ford, with the bills’ first’ laughs 
coming here. Faber is still a fly 
cracker who knows his vaudeville 
and, seemingly, his Joe Miller 
equally well. Miss Ford makes a 
pleasant foil for him and can sing. 
She has a hard time starting that 
singing business, her first half 
dozen top notes being much too 
forced, but once she gets going, 
she’s okay. They’re both too clever 





STATE-LAKE 


Chicago, Oct. 1. 

That $9,000 week the State-Lake 
had recently and the bad showing 
the house has been making in gen- 
eral isn’t hard to understand after 
viewing bills like the current one. 
This show represents confusion in 
booking and drabness in perform- 
ance and points to another week 
under $10,000. 

After all RKO must know the 
quality of the pictures it can depend 
upon in this house and should put 
the vaudeville together to offset the 
weakness of the screen. Instead the 
feeble pictures have had to carry 
the vaudeville. 

Pity of the State-Lake failure, 
and it is rapidly being recognized 
as such, is that vaudeville as an 
institution will take the rap in an- 
other one of those cases where 
vaudeville has never got a fair trial. 
State-Lake booking has been dis- 
mally wide of the mark. Admitting 
that the typical State-Lake audi- 
ence is probably not especially fas- 
tidious, itis still sun-clear that their 
intelligence has been grossly under- 
estimated. By empty seats let this 
affirmation be tested. 

This week’s bill sags in the centre 
and never gets out of the trough. 
Several of the individual acts are 
meritorious as is usually true of 
badly booked bills. Clifford Wayne 
Indian trio opened nicely. Turn has 
been standard for a decade or more. 


Master Eugene, boy xylophonist, 
followed, and got over easily on 
ability. He played the Chicago 


across the street four weeks ago. 

Wally Sharples’ act is below his 
own standards and was received 
with less approval than this sea- 
soned comedian is accustomed to. 
However, by dint of hard work and 
his experience as a trouper, Sharples 
extracted more from the material 
than was really there. This may 
be a partially new routine in which 
case when the trial and error period 
is over the act may be more nearly 
typical of Sharples. 

Next two turns gave the bill a 


to bother with some of the ancient 
vintage material they use. New 
stuff will make them acceptable 
top shelf entertainment. 

Show closes with Guy and Pearl 
Megley in their expert and enter- 
taining dance flash. Kauf. 





DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 29. 

A weak bill currently. Overboard 
on kids, and the two other acts 
played the Paramount, a_ block 
away, in the past three weeks. 
Which leaves a dog turn closer as 
the single item devoid of children 
and containing newness. Olympic 
Prize Winners is the usual yip-yip 


routine, featuring leaping wolf- 
hounds and _ better-than-average 
clown hounds. 

Luisito Verale and Co. open, 


dominated by a precocious Spanish 
lad who convinces that a Latin 
prodigy is even more brash and 
unnatural than the garden or native 
variety. So-so girl dancer and four 
piece string orchestra complete the 
turn. 

Joyce Reamer and Co. have a 
leggy girl of 12 who contorts her 
frame to win a modicum of ap- 
plause and finishes with one of the 
most outlandish bits seen here in 
months. With her mother, the & 
Co., holding the line, Miss Reamer 
climbs the web, does some routine 
acrobatics and then descends head 
first, singing a full chorus of a 
popular song. The one point during 
the afternoon's proceedings when 
the audience slapped its mitts. 

Senna and Loomis, straight and 
screwy tappers, followed with the 
same routine they did at the Para- 
mount recently. So did Al Abbott, 
next to closing, with his rube im- 
personations, Neither scored as 
well here as at the higher-priced, 
first-run house, 

Other children’s act was Torrey’s 
High Steppers, boy and four girls, 
who danced nicely, though poorly 
spotted after Senna and Loomis. 





bruising from which it never re- 
vived. Gene Morgan and Josephine | 
Dunn (New Acts), is headed east 
and needs to do beaucoup fixing and | 
worrying to survive in present com- | 
petitive vaudeville. Three Little | 
Maids (New Acts), were handi- |! 
capped in several directions but are | 
locally popular because of their 
broadcasting over WLS. 





Chaz Chase and Carl 
brought to a close a bill that 
heavy on talk, almost nil on 
ing, light on dancing and 


was 
sing- | 


WwW holly 


a 
Freed | 
{ 


| blank on those elements of novelty | 


which in their diversity constitute | 
the seasoning of vaudeville Of 
course, it may be argued that the 


Dog act was regulation and bal- 
anced the bill, although the man 
and woman who handled the canines 


; operators of the house. 


| fy 


~ ACADEMY, N. Y. 


If the current five-act bill is any 
index, RKO isn't providing vaude- 
ville for this combination that will 
increase its prestige in any section 
of the town, let alone l4th street 
which should not be hard to please. 
At the Saturday matinee there 
seemed to be little on the show the 
locals would go for more than 


moderately. 
This is the 
celebration 


Skourases’ 


first week of a month's 
during October of 
first anniversary as 
RKO might 
have done better by the Skourases 
unless seriously held down by a 
budget. 

There's outstandingly 
poor on the show. At the same 
time there’s nothing producing a 
punch, tive acts making up a whole 
that will no more than mildly satis- 
audiences. It has nothing de- 
signed as an assurance that the 
same crowds will be re-attracted to 
the house or that anniversary 
month for the Skouras boys means 
anything from the stage. 

The Three White Flashes, roller 
skating trio open. This is an okay 
act of its kind, differing from most 


nothing 


through dance. singles on the 
skates. 
Eddie Hanley, next to closing, 


probably will never change his act. 
Hoke all the way through, most of 
it’s becoming tedious by now, espe- 
cially the stooge stuff which is fast 
wearing out with audiences. Hanley 
gets all the laughs there are, but 
they prove light and far apart. 
About the best the act offers is the 
stooge’s yodeling single. The dance 
double by Hanley and the girl, clos- 
ing, is all right on the hoke but 
pretty long. 

Hanley has done much better 
elsewhere of late than he did down 
here. Perhaps toughened 14th 
| street is tiring of the kind of hokum 
the act contains. 

Ada Brown, ahead of the come- 
dian, third, gets the marquee bill- 
ing. The buxom colored entertainer 
continues to wear the Aunt Jemima 
type of costume, sticking to it 
throughout. Saturday afternoon she 
did four numbers, none of which 
excite beyond the average. Her 
‘Hallelujah,’ winding up, is the best 
sold. The sentimental ballad has 
no place in the routine, due to its 
age. 

A fairish flash which gathers 
momentum on its second half brings 
curtains on the vaude portion. It’s 
Wallace Sister and Co., recently 
billed as Wilma and Barlyne Wal- 
lace but the same act except that 
an airplane entrance has been elim- 
inated. Probably too cumbersome, 

The Wallace girls head a five 
people turn, their company being 
made up of a male team and a 
single. The talent throughout is 
neither below nor above the aver- 
age and the flash is simply but 
tastefully mounted. It’ll get by okay 
in the average combination house, 
no more. 

Toward the end, the male team 
does its best in a fast buck, as does 
the other man in a novelty number 
embracing splits, strut work, etc. 
The girls flash their best for the 
close in an acrobatic double, speed 
counting. 

RKO’s purchase for No. 2 was 
Reynolds and White. There’s more 
idea and novelty to this team’s act 
than there is punch in their routine, 
First mistake is the girl's violin solo 
after getting out of the tramp 
makeup as a man, no one the wiser 
until then. By all means that should 
be saved for the finish, no one prob- 
ably caring for a straight violin 
solo after all the violining that has 
preceded, 

Business was away off Saturday 








continually fought between them- 
selves for center stage. They should 
flip a coin. House well filled, prob- 


| 
| 
|ably due to feature, ‘Blessed Event.’ | 
| 


(WE) third run here, 


WOOLLCOTT’S WINCHELL 


Alexander Wooltcott has been 
commissioned by ‘Cosmopolitan’ to 
do a life story on Walter Winchell 

Woolleott has asked Winchell to 
turn over to him everything eve. 
written about him, good or baad 


afternoon, doubtless due to the Jew- 
ish holidays and radio listeners-in 
on the World’s Series. 

‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) is the pic- 
ture, Char, 


Hollywood 





(Continued from page 6) 


‘Modern Hero,’ Louis Bromfield 
story, as his second for Fox after 
his first, ‘Giant Swing.’ 


‘Pullman Car,’ original by F. 
Hugh Herbert and Paul Perez, has 
been bought by M. H. Hoffman for 
November production. 

Young in ‘Billion Dollar’ 

Roland Young goes into ‘Billion 
Dollar Scandal,’ Charles R. Rogers’ 
next for Par. 





Contract Replaces Option 
In order that Victor Jory might 
accept a Fox contract, Nat Levine 
released the actor from a _ six 
months’ option. 








Indies’ Benefit Oct. 8 
Secause of the Motion Picture 
Electrical Pageant, the Independent 
Theatre Owners of Southern Cali- 
fornia set back their midnight bene- 


fit frolic at the Fairfax to Oct. 8. 
Rushing ‘Death Kiss’ 
Having shelved the story, ‘The 
Death Kiss,’ Sam Bischoff of KBS 


is rushing the treatment of an orig- 
1 to fit the title, so that the pic- 
may be in the can for an early 

iber release. Assistant Ea 
head megger on 


en becomes 


tiie 


picture 
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36 VARIETY 
= —= ————— a 
CHICAGO 
(Continued from page 33) 
Littau as from the Roxy, New York. 
It seems more probable that Omaha 
Symphony woud strike Chicago 
ears more impressively, as the Roxy 
is only a name out here. The point 
is perhaps not important either way 
Littau got over very strongly 
with the Chicago regulars, not 
wholly lacking in discrimination, 
appreciating his musicianship. He 
chose ‘Pagliacci’ for his first effort. 
‘One Way Passage’ (WB) on the 
screen and business only fair | 
Land. 


PARAMCUNT, L. A. | 


Los Angeles, Sept. 29. | 

Too much dancing in the first 
10 minutes gives the current Par 
stage show a badly routined open- 
ing, but after that the proceedings 
are stepped up, and plenty of diver- 
sified entertainment follows. Ken 
Murray is featured, and clowns and 
m.c.’s all the way through. Most 
of his routine has been caught lo- 
cally in the past, but it seemed new 
to the Par clientele, which giggled 
with glee over his antics. 

There isn’t much continuity to 
the show. It is mostly hodgepodge 
of nonsense, interspersed with 
snappy stepping and some close 
harmony by the Three Ambassa- 
dors, formerly at the Cocoanut 
Grove here. Line girls are on only 
at the start and for the finale, with 
the exception of a flash for a com- 
edy scene with Murray. On this oc- 
casion they are brought on when 
the m.c. is deluged with loaves of 
bread, thrown by the orchestra. 
Girls are glimpsed smoking cigars, 
in imitation of Murray, with a line 
that the management has barred 
cigarettes because the girls were 
too careless with their butts. 

Pirtle and Galloway, pair of 
nimble colored steppers, slow up the 
proceedings, but finally get going 
nicely with their broken rythym 
dancing that clicks solidly. Murray, 
followings the boys, gags and ad 
libs for some time before bringing 
on Milton Charleston, his stooge. 
Orchestra comes on stage about 
midway and remains to finish, with 
Murray directing them in several 
numbers. 

Three Ambassadors plug Murray’s 
song, ‘Three’s a Crowd,’ which is 
introduced in the film, ‘The Croon- 
er,’ and then the band does it in- 
strumentally. Tom Queen, veteran 
gray haired hoofer of the old school, 
shows that he can still do a nifty 


bit of stepping, while Helen 
Charleston and Al Richer follow, 
clowning and dancing nicely. Fin- 


ish has everybody, including band, 
marching around the stage, whoop- 
ing things up. 

Orchestra, under Georgie Stoll, 
featured ‘Tropical Impressions,’ 
using Winona Love on the stage in 
a refined hula, backed by the line 
girls. Screen had ‘Phantom Presi- 
dent’ (Par), News and cartoon com- 
edy. Biz opening matinee just fair. 





ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 29. 

As far as towns like Minneapolis 
are concerned, the experiment of 
substituting Tex Guinan and her 
ultra-raw New York night club 
type of floor show for the regula- 
tion vaudeville fare seems success- 
ful only in a box office way, which, 
after all, may be the main thing 
necessary. 

Lured principally by curiosity to 
see the well-exploited Guinan and 
her array of girls, and also, per- 
haps, in lesser part, by word-of- 
mouth reports of dirt and undraped 
girls, the customers have been flock- 
ing up to the box office in droves 
and the theatre #s having a very big 
week. But the entertainment fails 
to measure up even to the theatre’s 
average standard and does not 
score. Whether there will be any 
unfavorable repercussions to the 
uncurbed rawness of gags and vise- 
cracks remains to be seen. 

There is only one other attraction 
for which RKO completely lowers 
its barriers against spice, that being 


Olsen and Johnson. There is this 
to say for the Guinan entertain- 
ment: Its gags probably are no 


more startling than those of Olsen 
and Johnson's, the undressing of the 
girls is not carried to an extreme 
and is less daring, in fact, than that 
of the Marcus show. 

As far as audience appeal and 
general entertainment value are 
concerned, however, the loosely knit 
and noisy Guinan exhibition falls 
far below the standard of its com- 
petitor in vaudeville rough and 
rowdy amusement, the Olsen and 


Here Texas provides the entire 
show, the act doing 80 minutes in- 
stead of the 65 consumed in Chi- 
cago. And she is giving the folks 
an unexpurgated edition, including 
the virgin woo. gag 'n everything. 
The investiture is simple, but there 
are flashily costumed ensemble 
numbers and the girl principals and 
Texas herself wear some stunning 
gowns. 

In a large vaudeville theatre like 
the Orpheum Texas has difficulty in 
getting on_ sufficiently intimate 
terms with her public or spreading 
her camraderie and amiability. She 
works hard, but doés not appear en- 
tirély at ease and the air of in- 


| 


| 
jare 
beginner. 


FILN4 HOUSE 





| tne proceedings and lack of out- 
| standing talent or diversity of en- 


tertainment are not altogether ac- 
|ceptable to vaudeville patrons 
Mel Klee, veteran vaudeville 
blackface comedian, is out in ‘one’ 
{telling about the Guinan show. Then 
he delivers a song, some stories and 
la few gags. The familiar one about 
ithe White House may give offense 
to some Re publicans during the po- 
l litical campaign. 
After being introduced by Mel, 
| Texas takes charge of the proceed- 
lings, and, as usual, punctuates the 


proceedings frequently with pleas to 
give the girls a hand. The entire 
‘company, including the 12 line girls, 
pupils in Texas’ school for a 
An exchange of repartee 
und gags between the heckling Cook 
in the box and Miss Guinan and 
IKXlee on the stage is responsible for 
most of the laughs. 

Ralph Cook does a loose-jointed 
eccentric comedy dance that stops 
the show and is the hit of the per- 
formance. There’s a brunette who 
wiggles and sings a mean blues 
song, an attractive blonde dancer 
and a cute Frenchy miss who also 
sings. Then La Guinan does a song 
about Walter Winchell which pro- 
vides the excuse for the only two 
skits in the act. These are mildly 
raw and not so funny. 

There's a flash patriotic finale 
with two of the girls waving large 
American flags to tease mild ap- 
plause from the audience. This 


finish probably was inspired by 
doubts regarding the entertain- 
ment’s audience appeal. On the 


screen, ‘Okay, America’ (U), Pathe 
News and a comedy. Capacity at 
this late evening show. Rees. 


MAINSTREET, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 28. 
Anyone of the three features on 
the Mainstreet’s bill this week 
could easily have been omitted and 
it would still have been a great 
show. This is how it lined up: 
Wheeler and Woolsey in ‘Hold ’Em 
Jail,’ Blanche Sweet with the Fan- 
chon & Marco ‘Sweet and Lovely,’ 
Arthur and Florence Lake and 
Barney Rapp and his 22 enter- 
tainers, and all for a 60-cent top. 


This is the second of the F. & M. 
units on the Mainstreet stage and 
much stronger in every respect than 
the ‘Bombay’ show which preceeded 
it. Headed by Blanche Sweet, it 
is nicely staged, beautifully lighted 
and as well balanced as a big time 
vaudeville show. Miss Sweet is on 
early in the revue, following the 
opening number by the dancers in 
a short dramatic scene from screen 
‘Anna Christie.” The Stroud Twins 
(Claude and Clarence) working as 
double masters of ceremony offered 
a neat dancing bit, told some stories 
and clowned throughout the bill. 
Chamberlain and Hines, rough 
Apache dancers, with the woman. 
doing the most of the roughing, 
drew nice applause. 


Miss Sweet and Al Rinker were 
next and pleased with songs, cross 
talk and a little dancing by Miss 
Sweet. 

Peggy Chamberlain clowned a 
little with the Strouds and then 
the big flash number with the 
Catchalot Trio featured. Full stage 
is used with a Japanese bridge 
across one side and a huge fountain 
upstage. The acrobatic trio is 
posed on the fountain and holds a 
difficult pose through a long danc- 
ing number.’ When they break the 
pose many in the audience are 
aware for the first time that the fig- 
ures are real. They offer a snappy 
routine of athletic work and return 
to the fountain for the finish. 

Arthur and Florence Lake, one 
of the added acts, come next after 
a short gag picture. The Lake kids 
are a happy pair and go over nicely. 
Miss Lake is one of those Gracie 
Allen rapid-fire talkers with an in- 
fectious laugh, and does not confine 
herself to the stage but is in the 
orchestra pit, the orchestra seats 
and bobs in and out during Barney 
Rapp’s revue which follows. 

The band is given a neat intro- 
duction by eight of the boys and a’ 
swell looking blonde danewer. After 
several steps they are interrupteed 
by another blonde who informs 
them they are taking Mr. Rapp’s 
place on the bill. The dancer an-' 
swers that Mr. Rapp was not ready 
and they came on to prevent a 
stage wait. The drape parts and 
the band, all in white, gave a hot 
number. 

Kate Picture, who lives up to her 
name, was introduced for a neat 
tap and toe dance. Another selec- 
tion by the band and then Babe 








Miller, microphone crooner who 
stopped the show ana was com- 
pelled to give another song. She 


used ‘Just Couldn’t Say Goodbye’ 
and ‘Blue Indigo,’ and how! The 
band introduced a novelty with il- 
luminated comic heads after which 
a colored boy dancer proved an- 
other show stopper. Another band 
novelty, musical bottles was next. 
At this point Dorothy Sailer, who 
was the local winner in the RKO- 
NBC radio contest sang two selec- 
tions, semi-classical. For’ their 
closing the Rapp gangsters offered 
a ‘Trip to Hawaii,’ with some of the 
boys in grass skirts shaking, and 
with the dancing members of the 
act all aquiver. News and feature, 





formality and haphazard nature of 


‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio), followed. 


STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 29. 

Picture house patrons will get an 
eyeful in Fanchon & Marco's con- 
densed version of the late Flo Zieg- 
feld’s ‘Whoopee.’ As staged by Le 
Roy Prinz, it is fast moving from 
| start to finish. In transforming it 
|into a tab only the high spots of 
original production have been 
retained, with the Stetson hat and 
the finale the standouts. In cos- 
tuming F&M took advantage of 
Sam Goldwyn’s picture production 
of ‘Whoopee,’ taking over the cos- 
tumes for the various numbers. 

On the stage the production looks 
like money, and is by far the most 
lavish attempt of the unit pro- 
ducers. Nut for the show will run 
close to $5,000 weekly, but should 
be worth the tilt. 

Buddy Doyle does a good job of 
the Eddie Cantor part. Jane Lee 
(Lee Sisters) as Doyle’s nurse 
turns in the best performance of the 
troupe. Bobbe Arnst as the girl 
and Pietro Gentili as the Indian boy 
both give good accounts of them- 
selves. Miss Arnst only has one 
chance to dance, but makes the 
most of it; however, as the sweet- 
heart she lacks romantic appeal. 
Gentili’s voice is aces for the big 
house, handling both his numbers 
in good fashion. John Rutherford, 
of the original company, takes care 
of the sheriff assignment. Howard 
Nugent as the ranch owner, Gene 
Gehring as the ranch boss, and 
William Dyer as the foreman make 
good jobs of small parts. Others in 
the cast are Eddie Pado, Juan Vel- 
lasana and Virginia Lee Boltin. 

Comedy in spots could stand 
building. Doyle lacks positiveness 
in his delivery, which may have 
been occasioned by the company 
rehearsing for 18 hours straight, 
then playing four shows on open- 
ing day. Whole company for that 
matter seemed to be tired out. 

Male chorus of 12 and a femme 
line of 30 do some smart tapping. 
Finale lacks the flash of the origi- 
nal production, with the girls too 
immature. However, they’re still 
a gasp for picture houses. 

Entire production is framed for 
class, with each scene getting a 
hand. Opening is the ranch ex- 
terior, second scene is the kitchen, 
with Doyle doing blackface, and last 
scene is the Indian village. Be- 
tween scenes a cyc with a desert 
scene is used. 

Audience here went all the way 
for the presentation. With a few 
more rehearsals it should be ace 
entertainment for all class houses. 

Attendance on opening day was 
off, with an afternoon and evening 
rain getting the blame. ‘Hat 
Check Girl’ (Fox) the feature, with 
Hearst news clips the only other 
screen attraction. Call. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Sept. 30. 

It’s likely the Imperial manage- 
ment figured that ‘Faithful Heart’ 
{Gaumont-British) would carry the 
house this week in that this flicker 
was a holdover in Montreal at $1.50 
top and was especially selected for 
a private showing ‘*o the imperial 
economic delegates during the Ot- 
tawa meet. Despite the draw of the 
Marshall-Best duo with the ex- 
patriated British, this doesn’t seem 
te mean much at the boxoffice. 

A great war presentation holds 
the stage. Despite the passing 
years this town was ‘hit too hard 
by the recent conflict to find enter- 
tainment in trench raids and a 
background of barbed-wire entan- 
giements and artillery barrages. 
Also the absence of a girl line and 
the substitution of a boy line offers 
as much cardiac thrill as a cadet in- 
spection. 

There is this to be said in ex- 
tenuation, Ted Lewis and his band 
about exhausted last week’s budget. 
The most expensive act that ever. 
played this town, the band act may 
be the cause of the cut-down on ex- 
penditure. Stage prez. opens with 
an estaminet exterior, pit boys on 
stage in khaki and the male line-up 
mixing for an hurrah opening. Line 
boys are out for opening for goofy’ 
drills, with Johnnie Burke trailing. 

He’s the headliner on the stage 
and gets a hand on entrance. Piano 
bit brings on Nina Olivette for a 
dance poutpourri, Burke’s shifting 
tempo putting the madcap through 
a mixture of Irish jig, Spanish 
rhumba and Russian steps. Girl is 
gawky but not funny, and reception 
is mild. Boy-line does a rifle drill 
with Miss Olivette on as the dumb 
rooky in a series of gags that have 
been exhausted by short comedy di- 
rectors. Burke trails in ‘one’ for a 
monolg of military anecdotes that 
overstays his welcome, and boys are 
back for a military tap and hock- 
steps. 

Then the burlesque midnight at- 
tack across No Man's Land and 
wounded buddies carried back. It’s 
another indication that you can’t 
gag a war successfully, something 
that Floyd Gibbons discovered dur- 
ing the recent Shanghai fracas. Miss 
Olivette, for no good reason, is back 
for an adagio burlesque with two of 
the doughboys, and finale has every- 
one on as giant flags of the allies 
are hoisted for e:ffect. The prez. 
drew murmurs from the audience. 
It’s all like high school kids drawing 
a picture of the Spirit of Armistice 
Day. McS8tay. 


the 
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Uncommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 











Miss Colbert’s Bangs 


Bangs have come into fashion to 
be-devil studio hairdressers, whose 
jobs were hard enough when they 
had to remember, one day to the 
next, the exact placement of every 
wave. Now they must memorize 
the curleycue of each separate bang 
so that interrupted ‘takes’ may be 
reproduced next day in minutest 
detail. 


“angs have a way of arranging 
themselves differently at every 
combing. They do, if they're like 
Claudette Colbert’s—crisp, naturally 
wavy and rebellious. They appear 
first as tiny fish hooks tinged in 
geometrical perfection across her 
brow. Though there has been no 
noticeable passage of time for the 
heroine to get in a few constructive 
touches in front of a mirror, the 
next sequence finds them converg- 
ing toward the center part, defying 
the hairdresser to remember how 
they were yesterday. 

One after the other, Hollywood 
ladies have been cultivating bangs 
in a big way. Miss Colbert's in 
‘Phantom President,’ are quite the 
most effective. They’re part of a 
short, carefully tousled coiffure that 
fits her head as tidily as a well 
moulded cap. 

Campaign newsreels would pro- 
vide interesting style data if all 
President’s wives had Miss Colbert's 
slim lines and graceful carriage. 
They’d wear flawlessly fitted crepes 
and satins, rich with their own 
fabric, bordered with soft fox at 
sleeve and cape-line. For formal 
occasions they’d model black velvet 
wraps with leg o' mutton sleeves 
of pure white ermine. Hats of the 
Queen Mary. school would be re- 
placed by tiny toques that go slid- 
ing off one ear and release veils 
that film flirtatious campaign 
glances. 





When Belle’s Happy 


No one can be happier than Belle 
Baker when she moans a torch song. 
The deep cello tones in her voice 
slur up to notes of prolonged mel- 
ancholy and stay there, unwilling 
to move on to happier moods. They 
want to wait a while and be glad to 
be sorry as they choke with the 
realization of their own grief. 
They're beautiful tones, every one, 
but they linger too long to conform 
to picture house requisites of fast 
paced entertainment. 

As long as Miss Baker wanted to 
wear a licht lace gown at the Para- 
mount, she did well to choose del- 
icate pink, soft and flattering 
though it does not slenderize. The 
dress has other good points: two 
straps of sable that broaden the 
shoulders and taper together with 
lengthening bodica line. But it’s 
just a dress—not nearly as effective 
as Miss Baker’s rich voice, clear 
enunciation and good humored 
delivery. 





A Star Dust Debut 


‘The Bill of Divorcement’ has 
been the turning point in the ca- 
reers of two actresses. The play 
introduced Catherine Cornell to the 
stardom she has realized on Broad- 
way. The film leads Katherine Hep- 
burn to the threashold of a glorious 
picture career. 

Miss. Hepburn’s debut, is sprinkled 
with stardust. Studios have been 
combing Europe for some one just 
like her—someone whose fine talent 
is accompanied by the intangible 
quality that the box offices knows 
as glamour. She's not beautiful in 
the conventional sense. There's 
more than frank prettiness in a 
face that’s as arresting, inscrutable 
and chic as a Benda masque. She 
knows her good points: wide, al- 
mond eyes; high cheek bones that 
create interesting shadows on the 
two dimensional screen; deeply 
waved hair whose luxuriance re- 
liev*s a gaunt, dangerously slender 
face, a figure that’s slim as a sap- 
ling. Miss Hepburn, in her first pic- 
ture, accentuates these features and 
moulds them into an interesting, 
completely new screen personality. 

Her costumes, divinely fashioned, 
strike a new note for Hollywood to 
copy. They're simple. Yet their 
simplicity is achieved through the 
most detailed attention to line and 
personality. They say that organdy 
is a chic material that can do with- 
out frills; that evening wraps don’t 
need furs or scarf draperies to be 
stunning; that severe, high-necked 
evening gowns are infinitely allur- 
ing and that there are more ways 


of treating a sleeve that attachine 
jit uncompromisingly at the shoulder 
There’s another debut in ‘Bill of 
Divorcement’'—Billie Burke's. All 
matrons with grown-up daughters 
would be delighted to look as young 
as Miss Burke. Maybe they could 
if they applied make-up as _ well. 
knew how to fluff bobbed hair into a 
softening aura, and choose gowns 
with wise, flattering necklines. 


Capitol’s Modiste Magic 

The gowns Frances Williams 
wears at the Capitol know what 
they should do for her figure. Lone 
skirts sweeping gracefully to the 
ground make her tall and willowy. 
Softly draped bodices and canny 
shoulder treatment disguises the 
bad posture that current fashion re- 
fuses to excuse as the ‘debutante 
slouch.’ 

The first gown gleams with the 

soft brilliance of coral lame. A 
deep collar, carefully gored over 
bare shoulders, exposes back. decol- 
letage that ovals smoothly to the 
waistline. The second gown's of 
lace in the pure white shade that 
makes blondes radiant under spot- 
light. Its slim skirt is balanced by 
a brief bolero, smartened with 
shoulder-flattering bands of fluffy 
white fox. 

Ivy Anderson chooses dull white 
silk to intensify the brown of Har- 
lem suntan—ten invites an amber 
spot to destroy her effectively 
planned color scheme. Low-down 
singing, casual and extremely in- 
fectious, is neatly contrasted by the 
smart moulding of a good, tasteful 
costume. 





Shameless Pursuit 

Ingenues of ‘Cabin in the Cotton’ 
set their caps for Richard Farthel- 
mess and pursue him in the quite 
shameless screen manner. 

Dorothy Jordan's battle is waged’ 
with the weapons of negative style, 
but waged enthusiastically, none- 
the-less. Her winning hand is 
stacked with unconquerable cinema 
tricks: a demure smile, a wistful 
southern accent, a flatteringly un- 
studied haircomb, an _ untutored 
taste in calicoes. and mail-order- 
house organdies. Miss Jordan does 
admirably. by her equipment in a 
part that demands a brief account- 
ing of outspoken but maidenly 
pursuit. 

Inevitable defeat is written into 
Bette Davis’ younger - generation 
clothes and manner. She believes 
in the aggressive qualities of re- 
vealing gowns even when they don’t 
suit her figure, of brisk sports 
turn-outs, of stylized make-ups. In- 
dividual until it hurts, her hair 
comb features a halo of fluffy plati- 
num curls encircling straight hair 
in much the same manner as the 
frill on a boudoir cap. The style’s 
distinctive and when it’s most kind, 
very chic-young-thing. But when 
the camera man neglects flattering 
angles, it takes on a conical toupee 
aspect that doesn’t fit into Miss 
Davis’ smart style scheme. 





Well, Well! They Can Talk 

The Roxyettes may go home and 
tell their mothers that they’re ac- 
tresses. Frank Cambria’s ‘Box of 
Tricks’ gives them lines to recite— 
real words that string together and 
rhyme. After they've said their 
piece—something about the show 
that’s to follow—each Roxyette steps 
out of line and introduces herself 
by name. The personal note is more 
than the communistic Ettes can 
bear. They step out shyly, giggling 
over so unaccustomed an assign- 
ment and are vastly relieved when 
they scuttle back to precision 
formations. 

The ballet’s back this week in 
regulation tulle—mauve Eugenies 
and gloves to match—and lovely 
periwinkle velvets that swirl, dip 
and pirouette against a backgrourid 
of shimmering silver cloth. 

Yolanda has solved her costume 
problems for all time. The bodice 
that fits as smoothly as a glove, the 
skirt devised sensitively to follow 
graceful motion, fashion a timeless, 
undated dance frock. Line that 
flows as fluidly as a waltz should 
never be broken by the confused 
gold lace pattern or contrasting vel- 
vet ribbands that creep into Yo- 
landa’s second gown. 

Eleanor Powell has worked out 
her own idea for costuming charm- 
ingly lazy and facile tap routines. 
She likes two-toned pajamas, the 
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(Continued on page 54) 
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VARIETY 


East 


court holds 
lords are responsible for 
their premises. Easier to catch 
landlord than the proprietor. 


that land- 
speaks on 
the 


kedet il 





College professor at N. Y. U. dis- 
sects a slot machine as a 
his pupils. Machine took out 
for the house, but it 
that most gimicks get a 
rake-off. Chance for a 
about 1,000 to 1. About half of the 
symbols tricked so they could not 
stop at the mark. 


75.6% 


better 





First New 
selling song 
rank Simmons, 
son about a year 
from the Federal court last week. 

Elmer Rice announces that his | 
‘Black Sheep’ will Broadway Oct. 13, 
but he doesn't know just where. 


sheets was drawn by 


arrested 





reviv- 
the 


Jules J. Leventhal, who is 
ing ‘Great Lover, now gets 
rights to ‘The Good Fairy.’ 





Don Marquis has a studio in the 
St. James theatre, where he can do 
his writing and still be in reach of | 
‘Dark Hours’ rehearsal. 


Weber closed ‘Man- 
in Brooklyn Sat. (1) 





L. Lawrence 
hattan Medley’ 
for revision. 

Stanley Morris, broker, 
he is going to get a divorce from 
Jean Coventry so he can marry 
Faith Bacon. Says he was in love 
with the dancer four years and mar- 
ried Miss Coventry after a tiff. Now 
he's sorry. 


announces 


Movement about to offer opera 
at the Casino. Season wiil run five 
weeks with extension if profitable. 
Impresario is Paul Longne. 





Last Tuesday (27) 400 employees 
of the Minsky forces crowded into 
Yorkville police court to demand 
summonses for publisher and circu- 
lation of the ‘Mirror’ for criminal 
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teres ALWAYS A 
BETTER SHOW at RKO! 








BARRYMORE 
in “A BILL OF 
DIVORCEMENT” 


An RKO Radio Picture, of course! 
Daily 0 2 p.m., 35c; Iip.m. to close, 55¢ 


RKO PALACE 3127; 


ot 47th 
On the Stage ; On the Screen 
Gus 


“Bird of 
Edwards; Paradise” 


and New fevue with 
Barry & Whitlege | Dolores Del Rio 
Other RKO Acts Joel McCrea 


Continuous from 10 A.M. 
Daily Midnight Show Feature Picture 


RKO 86 th ST. tex ave 


Wed. to Fri., Oct. 5-7 


RICHARD DIX 
in ‘HELL’S HIGHWAY’ 


and 


“THRILL OF YOUTH” 


O81 st ST. sroadway 


Wed. to Fri., Oct. 5-7 


RICHARD DIX 
in ‘HELL’S HIGHWAY’ 


ROCHELLE HUDSON 


O XO oc soe srnezt 
CHANDU a 


On Stage—KOL NIDRE (Famous 

Hebrew Hymn of Prayer) @ 

Frank Cambria’s “Box of Tricks 

Roxy Symphony Orchestra Fox Movietone News 

Beginning Friday, “HAT CHECK GIRL,” with 
Ben Lyon and Sally Eilers 
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LAUREL "& HARDY in 
“Pack Up Y T les” 

BIVAY ta Pecan: Jamey a 
\ a ice mee 

r’ - 

5) St cee & added 
Ov Fran- 


OL Williams 


Com. Fri.: Mr. rl I Gilbert in ‘Downstairs’ 


LOEW $ www. pealg DBE NON FRI. 
10 AM. +NOO 


In 
Fatty Arbuckle 





Person 








Barbara Newberry 
“SPORTING Extra Added At- 
AGE,” with traction, Ward 


JACK HOLT | Wilson. Others 





lesson to! 


was explained | 

| libel, 
jackpot is! 
| suaded to cut the 
|} summonses to 


Jersey jail sentence for | 
|} from 
in Pater- | 
ago. Got 30 days|} 


i three years’ 


TEMES SQUARE 
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~ News From ‘the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
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Variety takes no 
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recent ‘Mirror’ ar- 
them. Finally per- 
approximately 800 
two—one for each— 
all went home again. 


claiming 
ticles slandered 


and they 

Grace Moore back in New York 
Spain, bringing her husband, 
who is a Spanish film actor, Valen- 
tin Parea. She will do 35 concerts 
before the opera season. 





Two lions escaped from their 
eage at a fair at Doylestown, Pa. 
Panicked the crowd but caged with- 
out casualties. 

George 
‘Keep- 


Alice Burrage, niece of 
Ade, gets the ingenue part in 
ing Expenses Down.’ 

Ted Shawn in court to get out of 
a managerial contract given J. J. 
Vincent. Shawn contends that it ap- 
plied only to a projected production 
of an opera and was terminated 
when they failed to find backing. 
Vincent, however, holds that it is a 
general contract. 

Sam Weingart, bill collector for 
an electrical supply company, claims 
that Herbert Minsky told Joe Wein- 
stock, John Grand and Thomas 
Bundy to chuck him out when he 
tried to collect a bill last week. He 
went to a hospital for first aid and 
then to court, where he swore out a 





summons. Returnable in New York 
Oct. 11. 
Serge Koussevitzky, leader of 


Boston symphony, back with a lot 
of new music for his ninth season. 
Milton Douglas shoved into ‘Bal- 
lyhoo’ last week when Donald Og- 
den Stewart was taken ill. 

David B. Finestone, of the Shu- 
bert offices, back at his desk after a 
nervous breakdown. 

Morris Weinberg. burlesque, held 
without bail in Jefferson Market 
last week on charges of felonious 
assault growing out of his ejection 
of two men from the lobby of the 
Eltinge theatre Sept. 2. 


Some Buffalo joker sent telegrams 








to N. Y. dailies signed Fay Webb 
Vallee stating that she had not be- 
come _ reconciled to the crooner. 
Papers investigated and dropped 
story. 

William Duryea, who married 
Helen Henderson, who is now 
divorcing him, peeved over the re- 


port that she paid him $3,500 to 
split. Declares that it was payment 
for money she owed him. 


Police again driving on lads who 
offer to watch cars for theatregoers 
and scratch cars if they don't get 
the job. 


S. Hurok to find a B’way theatre 
for the marionette show he is im- 
porting from Rome. Puppets stand 
over four feet high and are worked 
by a staff of 28. 

Ursula Parrott seeking a divorce 
from her banker husband, Charles 
T. Greenwood. Action brought in 
Bridgeport, Conn. In the papers 
she asks court permission to re- 
sume her maiden name, Towle. Par- 
rott was her first husband. 


Ruth Harley files a petition in 
bankruptcy. Liabilities $2,735. No 
assets. She divorced Miles Alver- 


son, broker, last April, but forgot to 
ask for alimony. 

Elmore D. Hines obtained an at- 
tachment against Warner’ Bros. 
Pictures, Inc., in N. Y. Supreme 
Court Sept. 27 in the sum of $200,000 
for breach of contract. Heins is 
owner of the Heins circuit in Roan- 
oke, Va. He alleged that Warners 
agreed to buy his American theatre 
and take over the leases of two oth- 
ers, also to acquire the lease on an- 
other house, if possible. Sum in- 
volved was $1,700,000. The com- 
plaint alleges that the property was 
not worth more than $1,200,000, and 
that the loss of $500,000 was sus- 
tained when the defendants repudi- 
ated the agreement. A year later 
Publix entered into partnership with 
Heins, paying him $90,000 yearly 
rental on the American. 








Carl Randall | 
| 


Playland, Westchester amusement 


}park, in the black for 325,000, 
| though ee earnings dropped 
| 13.24%. Patronage increased 10.15%. 
| Average 


expenditure per 


127% cents as against 31.4% last 
| year. 


irchitect has 


Brooklyn 


;}a mile high tower, 5,280 feet, for 
| the Chicago fair. He has the idea. 
All he needs now is $7,500,000. 


‘Criminal at L. rge’ will open cold 


in New York at the Belasco next 
Monday (10). 

Lilv Pons back fram South Amer- 

‘ ' 

ica with a 22 lLorat diamond and a 


head was) 


a plan for 


have 
next 


Says she won't 
divorce until 


baby jaguar. 
time to get a 
summer if then. 


Mrs. Vera Montgomery, former 
Viennese actress, who got a divorce 
to marry a Siamese prince, says it’s 
off. Going to try for pictures. 


Helen Meany, champ Olympic 
swimmer, to get a divorce in Bridge- 
port, Conn., frora Harry R. Balfe. 


Grounds are intolerable cruelty. 





That untitled opera by the Gersh- 
wins will be produced by Aarons} 
& Freedly in Philadelphia Dec. 5 
from present plans. 
dancer, attempted | 
suicide Thursday (29) in‘a N. Y.| 
hotel when her romance with a} 
crystal gazer who persuaded her to 
leave her hu: band and then, accord- 
ing to her story, left her flat when 
his rich wife objected. Prompt ac- 
tion saved her, but she says she'll 
achieve her purpose yet. 


Donna Gamby, 


Patricia Collinge to quit road tour 
of ‘Another Language.” Laura 
Straub, who has been understudy 
of the B'way production, gets her 
chance. 

Net estate of the late William J. 
Guard is $3,514. Goes to his niece, 
Marguerite G. Tanneyhill, who is to 
give one-third to Lorna B. Guard, 
another niece, “Sf she will learn 
typewriting and can prove herself 
self supporting. 





Guard was press representative 
for the Metropolitan Opera for | 
years. 


Surrogate O’Brien granted an or- | 
der to Mrs. Tillie Lablang Jasie, 
widow of the cut rate ticket specu- 
lator, requiring William Kauffman, 
attorney, to turn over to her all the 
books and records of the estate. 


Commissioner of Licenses upheld 
in his action in closing burlesque 
shows, but announced that this does 
not prevent court review of the 
questions. 





Constance Collier arrived last 
week and went right into rehearsal 
of ‘Dinner at Fight.’ 


Actor’s Dinner Club to have a/| 
benefit at -the Casino next 
day (9). 


Florida officials decide to bar 
newsrcel cameras from the ‘sweat 
box’ murder trials. Broadcasting 
also out and no special telegraphic 
facilities. 

Claire Ray to divorce Al Kerwin, 
her fifth husband. She is a ball- 
room dancer, and when Kerwin ob- 
jected to her playing an engage- 
ment in Washington, she refused 
to cancel and will obtain a split in 
Mexico. 





Florence J. Foreman, former film 
actress, obtains court permission to 
substitute Thos. J. O’Neill for Na- 
than Burkan as her attorney in her 
suit to break her husband’s will. 
Complained to the Surrogate Bur- 
kan had demanded an exorbitant 
fee to obtain her separation and 
now demands 10% on any assets 
she may obtain in this suit, even 
though he does not act for her. 

Provincetown Playhouse to go 
steer under direction of Louis Hal- 
ett. 








from English vaude dates. 


A. C. Blumenthal plans an an- 
thology of all ‘Follies’ shows as his 
next offering. Will go back to 1910 
or even earlier. 

Max Rudnick has applied for a 
license to produce revues at the 
Eltinge, New York. License com- 
missioner announces he will wait 
for a survey of the house by the 
building department. 
starts her road tour 
New Haven Oct. 10. 

Announced that ‘Lilly Turner’ will 
be done on the Coast later in the 
season... Anne Forrest will get the 
Dorothy Hall part. 








Lillian Gish 
in ‘Camille’ at 





Don Marquis has authorized the 
translation of his ‘Dark Hours’ into 
Spanish for production in Spain and 
South America. Adaptation will be 
done by Nena Belmonte, 


Mabel 
Lewis, 
follow 


Lewis, secretary to Albert 
when he was at Fox, will 
her boss to Paramount, 





Before he took his job as execu- 
tive v.p. at NBC, Richard C, Pat- 
terson, Jr., was presented with a 
set of encyclopedias by the N. Y. 
Department of Correction, of which 
he has been commissioner since 1927. 











Lowell H. Brown obtains an in- 
junction against Producers Service 


jit as 


Sun- | Bath, 


Dick and Edith Barstow back! 


a — 
= 7 = SEL eryes 

Co., De Luxe labs and others re- 
straining them from circulating a/'! 


filmed life of Hoover under the title 
‘Master of Emergencies.’ Says the 
Nat. Republican committee author- 
ized him to make a picture and paid 
him $14,500. Comr. ittee was to dis- 
tribute the picture to Republican 
clubs for $155 if on straight stock 
or $200 non-flam. Because of fleet- 
ing value of the rights, the case 
was moved to immediate trial. Won 
on default. 





Robert Ripley getting a two-day 
celebration in Toronto. 


June O'Dea of ‘Of Thee I Sing’ to 
); marry Vernon Gomez, of the 
Yankees. 





has appointed 
Dunn to examine the ac- 
counting of the estate of the late 
A. L. Erlanger. Saul J. Baron’s ac- 
counting show a net of $124 in cash 
and probably uncollectable debts of 
$1,500,000. Charlotte Fixel led the 
opposition to the report. Surrogate 
denied a motion for a delay and set 
next Tuesday (11) as the final date 
for submission of an order making 
effective his decision that Miss 
Fixel is common-law wife of the 
late manager. Estate pleaded death 
of former counsel in asking delay. 


N. Y. surrogate 
Philip J. 


Charlotte Fixel, who, the Surro- 
gate has declared, the common-law 
wife of the late A. L. Erlanger, will 
be married Friday (14), to Benj. 
Abrahams, cloak and suit manufac- 
turer. 

James Cristea, Chicago taximan, 
left last week for Italy to study 








music. Will join Chi. opera when 
| he returns in two years. 
Blanche Brewster, actress, heard 


someone prowling about her apart- 
ment Saturday. A telephone call 
brought four radio cars and the 
cops took in two men. 


Jean Allen, 23, vaude tap dancer, 
fell from a fourth floor window Sat- 
urday during a lively party. Prob- 
ably fatally injured. Police told 
that she had tried to commit sui- 
cide the previous week, but booked 
an accident. 


Hay makes a trip to Paris 


Mary 
to obtain a divorce from David 
artists’ agent. Former wife 


of Richard Barthelmess. 


Even cut prices fail to save Phila. 
opera. Back to 1922 scale but still 
not enough support, so season aban- 
doned. 


Alfred Lunt and Lynne Fontanne 
planning a vacation in 1934. Will 
not return to the stage until they 
feel the urge. 

‘Black Water,’ which Earl Carroll 
didn’t produce, may be cut to an 
hour. Perhaps for vaude or picture 
houses. 


‘Thunder on the Left’ put on the 
ice by Dwight Dere Wiman. 


Coast 


in L. A. 





Municipa' court al- 
‘Ukulele Ike’ Edwards owes 
S. Tompkins, accountant, 
services rendered. 


Suit 
leges 
Claude 
$300 for 


Charging that Pedro J. Gonzales 
accused him over the ether of pi- 
rating a coffee trade mark, Juan 
C. De Leon, java dealer, has sued 
the radio announcer for $20,000 in 
Ba ae 


Jewelry, perfume and radio were 
stolen from the apartment of Renee 
Whitney, actress. 

Will Rogers, Jr., son of the come- 
dian, has enrolled at the University 
of Arizona, Tucson. 


Lupe Velez has brought her niece, 
4-year-old Joan Del Vallee, from 
Mexico City to Hollywood, and 
plans to adopt her. 


Six girls and a ‘lecturer’ were 
arrested in a raid on the California, 
Los Angeles grind. Taken by po- 
lice were William Everest, ‘lec- 
turer’; Dorothy Hoople, Marie Kelly, 
Ethel English, Helen Housewald, 
Betty Collins and Jean Johnson. 


Jury in Superior court, L. A., re- 
turned a verdict awarding Pauline 
St. Clair, former humane officer, 
$3,500, in her suit against Harry Joe 
Brown and Raoul Pagel, directors, 
in which she charged she has re- 
ceived injuries in a collision be- 
tween her car and Brown’s. She 
sued for $25,900. 


Petition containing 1,000 names of 
members of the Church of Apostles 
will be used by Rev. Mrs. Ethel 
Duncan of L. A. in an effort to ef- 





fect the release of Daisy De Boe, 
former secretary to Clara Bow. 


“ | grand theft. 





_ Tuesday, October 1, 1932 


——— 





| 
4 | Miss DeBoe is serving 18 months in 


| the county jail on a conviction of 





| 
| Feds under Deputy Dry Adminis- 
trator Walter L. Peters, posing ag 
| gardeners, mopped up 17 speaks in 
Orange county, Cal. 

| Because of estrangement from 
|her husband. Mrs. Dorce Powell, 
j} actress, attempted suicide by poison 
Van Nuys, home. 


jin her Cal., 


Louis B. Mayer elected chairman 
of the newly appointed Republican 
state central committee. 





Al S. Keller, former business 
agent for film players and convicted 
of forgery, has been placed on two 
years’ probation by Superior Judge 
White in L. A. Lupe Velez and 
Harry Carey wrote to the court up- 
holding the convicted man. 


| During the first eight months of 
1932 280,000 tourists, the greatest 
number in the state’s history, en- 
tered California by automobile, ac- 
cording to the state department of 
motor vehicles. 


June Pet Monroe, actress, re- 
turned to her Los Angeles home, but 
gave no explanation for her disap- 
pearance, which resulted in a city- 
wide hunt instigated by her hus- 
band, T. W. Burnham. 


Thieves stole jewelry valued at 
$1,000 from the home of Ruth Bow- 
man, script girl on William Powell 
pictures. 


Superior Judge Palmer, L. A., has 


under advisement the amount of 
damages to be awarded Norma 
Gregg, writer and singer, in her 


$50,350 suit against Fox Film Corp. 
and F. L. Stocking, for injuries. An 
auto driven by Stocking and owned 
by Fox, according to her charges, 
struck her car. 

Jury in L. A. Superior Court 
awarded Ruby Ray O'Hara, actress, 
$1,500 in her suit against Mr. and 
Mrs. C. M. Dalton. She charged that 
a traffic accident had impaired her 
career, 

A bill of $1,218 for shoes is owed 
by Evelyn grent, according to 
charges in a suit filed by I. Miller 
in L. A. 

Retrial of Harold Menjou, adopted 
son of Adolphe Menjou, on a charge 
of manslaughter growing out of the 
death of his companion, Marjorie 
Gauthier, in an auto accident, awaits 
a decision by the District Court of 
Appeals, L. A 


Superior Court Commissioner G, 
P. Doyle, L. A., has ordered Busby 
Berkeley to pay alimony delin- 
quency of $3,497 to his ex-wife, 
Esther Muir Enos, at rate of $50 
weekly. 





Holdups forced CC. W. Young, 
manager; J. E. Webster, auditor, 
and another employe to open the 
safe of the Capitol theatre, Glendale, 
Cal. Stole $1,400 in house receipts. 


Testimony in Superior Court, L. 
A., charges that Harold Robinson, 
former politician and pamphlet pub- 
lisher, attempted to extort a $15,- 
000 loan from the Pacific State Sav- 
ings and Loan Association on the 
threat of publishing a damaging ar- 


ticle in ‘Facts’ if the money was 
not forthcoming. 
Superior Judge Haas, L. A., has 


refused to rescind the contract by 
which Edris Ginsburg, former bal- 
let dancer, and wife of Dr. Josif 
Ginsburg, plastic surgeon, agreed to 
pay Paul DeCardo, dance instruc- 
tor, $22,590 for a Van Nuys, Cal., 
home. 


Although the car was repossessed 
for failure to meet a payment, 
Ralph Ince still owes the A. EF, 
Nugent Co., $76 on the auto, ac- 
cording to a suit filed in Municipal 
Court, L. A. 


Harlow was named _ sole 
beneficiary in the will of her late 
husband, Paul Bern. Estimated es- 
tate will exceed $100,000. Insurance 
of $33,000 believed to constitute the 
bulk. Hearing on probate set for 
Oct. 19. 


Jean 


Felony complaint, issued by 
Deputy District Attorney Harry 
Hunt, L. A., charges Harry Weldon, 
Jr., with the theft of articles valued 
at $1,500 from the property depart- 
ment at Metro studio. 

Suit to recover $2,000 on a prom- 
issory note has been filed in L. A. 
Municipal Court by Attorney Claude 
I. Parker’ against Howard W. 
Hawks, director. 





Jean Malin, now m.c.’ing the floor 
show at the Club New Yorker. 
Hollywood, has filed suit for a Mex- 
ican divorce. Both Malin and his 
wife, the former Fay Hyman, have 
signed affidavits revealing their mu- 


tual desire for a divorce, which 
means that the decree will be 
granted in Sonora, without the 


presence of either, in 10 days. 
Appreciation of the Motion Pic- 

ture Electrical Pageant was ex- 

pressed by Gov. Franklin D. Roose- 


(Continued on page 40) 
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CHATTER 


Broadway 


Eddie Kook’s German haircut. 
The Ben Bodecs are expectant. 
Ed Hurley is raising a mustache. 
Ed Sullivan working out daily in 


gym. 

Those dark brown shirts of Dick 
Watts. 

Eddie Plohn in beret and flannel 
ghirts. 

Tenny Wright, Hollywood meg- 
man, in New York on a visit. 

Two of Ben Price's sisters-in-law 
with appendicitis at same time. 

Radie Harris doing the Sunday 
feature film page for the ‘Mirror.’ 

Edgar Bergen of vaude and WB 
shorts settled down at the Park 


Central. 
Fastest spreading gag of the 
week: ‘New name for the Roxy is 


the Proxy.’ 

A house warming is in prospects 
for the Rowland Fields, now of 
Park avenue. 

Jackie McPartland talks a funny 
golf drive. Takes a swipe with 
cigar in the face. 

John Semier has introduced some- 
thing new in trailers, calling them 
tailor-made trailers. 

Autograph hounds out in full 
force for the ‘Vanities’ premiere, 
a la the Hollywood manner. 

Al Trahan lieft a sick bed last 
week to start rehearsals for the 
road ‘Vanities.’ Bronchitis. 

Sam Fink, Ben Bernie’s drummer, 
reported critically ill in Grace hos- 
pital, Detroit. Heart trouble. 

Dinty Moore’s chop house at rec- 
ord low from sundown Friday to 


' Saturday—Jewish New Year's. 


Show lights are turned on for 
a new pigs’ knuckles-sauerkraut 
spot in the Sutton place region. 

It was a swell little party the Roxy 
threw for Frank Cambria at the 
Sky Salon, atop the St. Moritz, last 
week. 

Betty Healey, former wife of Ted 
Healey, has embarked in a theatre 
ticket agency, not Betty Wheeler as 
reported. 

Thristquencheries are going for 
special cocktail parties at $2 per 
session per person for all you can 
drink. 

It’s Col. Herschel Stuart now, by 
appointment of Gov. Ruby Laffoon 
of Kentucky. Stuart was born in 
Kentucky. 

Dr, J. Willis Amey, taken down 
with a severe cold at Schmeling- 
Waijlker fight, ts recuperating at the 
Park West. 

Mayes McLain, former Iowa foot- 
ball star, touted for wrestling title. 
Handled by Dick Shikat and Joe 
‘Toots’ Monat. 

Murray Ritter hasn’t missed a 
World’s Series in 22 years, but he 
hasn't caught a foul tip in grand- 
stand yet, either. 

Auctioneers now using mikes to 
gave the tonsils in the midtown 
eatch-’em-quick spots. The what’ll- 
you-bid boys now croon their quo- 
tations. 

Besides dabbling artfully in art, 
Horace Brahm dashes off poetry. 
His first publication acceptance is a 
200-line ode for ‘Theatre Art’ with 
a@ request for more. 

Pierette Club again has Harry 
Rosenthal’s orchestra officiating 
plus an additional rumba combina- 
tion. Both bands play to uncon- 
hae with no cessation in the mu- 
Bic. 

Streeter Blair, of Kamen-Blair, 
promoters of ‘Mickey Mouse’ com- 
mercial licenses for Walt Disney, on 
from Hollywood to confer with his 
partner, Kay Kamen, east for some 
time now. 

Louis Shurr played host to Metro’s 
Dorothy Jordan at the Pierette Club 
opening, with guests including Bill 
and Phylis (Haver) Seeman, Bill 
and Madeline (Cameron) Gaxton, 
Bobbie and Herb Harris, Sam Har- 
ris and Ona Munson. 

O. M. Samuel not content with 
being an amateur humorist, is now 
a gigolo. He writes from New Or- 
leans that Mrs. Samuel sold, for 
$209, the canvas she exhibited last 
Palace. 
There were two bidders—an art col- 
lector and a New York couturiere 
who wanted to pay for the painting 
with $200 worth of gems. Monte 
made Helene take the collector's 


Hollywood 


Harry Ruby back from a Mex. 

ur. 

Clark Gable will 
Utah. 

Wells Root in Mexico City writing 
& novel. 

Gary Cooper back from New York | 
this week, 
George 
aude trip. 

Ralph Farnum scramming east in 
& couple of weeks. | 
frene Biller, of the Vienna thea- 
tre, here for tests. 
Jack Jordan, Metro sound mixer, | 
flitting Europewards. | 
Rian James telling Hollywood | 








hunt deer in 


Sidney back from his 


what he thinks of Winchell. 

The Leonard Levinsons decided 
to call their daughter Robin. 
John Fish Goodrich teaching | 


home town, Dayton, Ohio. 

Tom Zaily strained his back 
weight lifting in the Par studio gym. 

Girls on downtown streets hand- 
ing out service passes to the Bur- 
bank. 

Groucho Marx getting ready to 
move into that new house next 
week. 

Richard Arlen spends his nights 
playing hockey on one of the local 
rinks. 


Minna Wallis treks New York- 
ward next week to look over fall 
styles, 


Preston Sturgis ordering his car 
shipped from the east—having gone 
native. 

Bill McNutt’s yacht getting to be 
a week-end hangout for Paramount 
writers. 

Jascha Heifetz given a solid gold 
life membership card by Musicians’ 
Local 47. 

Helen Collins, 
Hopkins, lands 
comedy at Radio. 

Whitney Bolton gone completely 
Hollywood, with a pair of those 
trick suede shoes. 

Things being what they are, Rich- 
ard Arlen says he’s going to knit 
his next set of tires. 

Tom Gallery promoting an out- 
door fight, but as yet the fighters 
have been kept a secret. 

George O’Brien gives up his Fox 
dressing room to Diana Wynward. 
He is going to Europe. 

Stanley Evans, from coast stock, 
is making a lazy drive to N. Y. 
Four weeks on the road. 

William Haines hopes to pop over 
to Europe after ‘Let’s Go,’ to buy 
more antiques for his store. 

Frank Moran, oldtime heavy- 
weight, turning actor, and quitting 
the State Boxing Commission as 
chief inspector. 

Katherine McNelis, publisher of 
‘New Movie,’ left Sunday (2) for 
New York, after a week of banquet- 
ing in Hollywood. 

Sign on a door at Metro: ‘Dave 
Snell, vocal studio. Teacher of Orv 
Mohler, Jimmy Durante, Ed Gould- 
ing and the entire Cub team.’ 

Harry Goetz, president of Re- 
liance pictures, returned to New 
York following the deal whereby 
he and Eddie Small will make pic- 
tures for United Artists. 

Harry Zehner was homesick for 
the Universal lot, so threw up his 
job as personal representative for 
Joe E. Brown, to return this week 
on the exec staff of Carl Laemmle, 
JT. 


niece of Miriam 
in a Harry Sweet 





Paris 


—————— 


Mistinguette on tour. 

Zaidee Jackson yodling at Zellis. 

Expecting the Connie Bennetts. 

Saul Colin piloting Fritz Lang in 
Paris. 


Yvonne Printemps scoring in 
‘Mozart.’ 

Emile Natan postponing a throat 
operation. 


Loulou Gould toeing the line to 
crash a revue. 

Jack Connolly to Berlin and a 
European trip. 

Sacha Guitry to run for the 
French Academy. 

The king of dope peddlers arrest- 
ed in Montmartre. 

J. Carlo Bavetta reopening the 
Edward VII theatre. 

Jeanne Helbling dining with visit- 
ing American execs. 

Jack Forrester planning to make 
straight French films. 

Newsreel men on board the 8S. S. 
‘Rex’ to watch Jimmy Walker. 

Maurice Livingstone opening his 
new newsreel house, Cineden, 

Insiders only permitted to see the 
advance opening of Jean Patou. 

Comedie Francaise pinching to 
the extent of cutting off pensions. 

Reginald Ford, who started news- 
reels in Paris, now ogling England. 

W. E. Hotchkiss in an Italian 
eatery and bringing paprika of his 
own. 

Rene Queita back from Hollywood 
and bringing news from George E. 
Kann. 

Nonflam film now definitely com- 
pulsory for educationals in school- 
rooms. 

Doris Niles from Mangan and 
Paramount to Schwartz and a revue 
in Italy. 

The Three Sailors expected back 
after filling a short engagement in 
America. 

Major Keith Trevor says he is not 
in ‘Azor,’ but that Jane Marnac has 





a piece of it. 

Local press not falling for Mme. 
Lanvin’s attempt to get free pub- 
licity break. 

His popularizing French music 





gets Toscanini a Legion of Honor 


'of magnum size. 


Paul Oscard refusing Henri 
Varna’s offer to stage the Casino de 
Paris’ next show. 

F. B. Arnaud dividing his time 
between his agency and his sound- 
recording gadget. 

Paris legit likely to keep in Paris 
young Helga Drucker, Valery 
Boothby’s kid sister. 

Papers running stories that Amer- 





Clark Gable to handle a shotgun. 
Paul Shawhan played in one scene 

of ‘Forgotten Commandments’ and 

received 350 fan letters from his | 


|icans here would be able to deduct 


from taxable income their local | 
| gambling losses if gambling in a 
state controlled casino, 
| Theatre managers sqaubbling | 
|}over opening dates and _ critics | 
| threatening not to attend. j 
i Prin Minister Kdouard Herriot 
|making a speech for the maiden clip 
of the new Paramount newsreel 
Clarence Kennedy and Paul Os- 
card talking to Emmy Magliani, 
ister-in-law of Prince Aga Kahn. 
i Maurice Chevalier giving his 


|}friend, Pizella, a break by billing 
j}him for his Paris gala performance. 
lial Sherman making shorts for 


Henri Ullmann, and playing the 
sobino music hall with a 20% cut. 
Jack Campbell complains from 


Stockholm that visitors there are 
only allowed a gallon of whisky a 
month. 

Bob Wyler discussing a Laemmle 
offer to direct in Hollywood with his 
brother, Willie, over the Transat- 
lantic "phone, 

Montmartre girls all feeling 
cligibie for an American trip when 
told Louis Lemarchand will export 
12 of them to Chicago. 

The Chaliapin crewd digging for 
another $12,500 ante when borrow- 
ing Sydney Fox to help their ‘Don 
Quichotte’ get a break in America. 

Darlen Walders burning at 
Agence Artistique claiming com- 
missicus on her Universum book- 
ings, and going from the Gaumont 
to the mpire. 


London 


Lee Eyhraim has three shows in 
the sticks. 

Arthur Roberts just passed his 
80th birthday, 

Tom Payne (Payne and Hilliard) 
in motor smash. 

Ann Suter back in town, trying 
non-stop at Daly’s. 

Teddie Brown has a Rolls Royce 
which just fits him. 

Edgar Wallace’s jewels fetched 
around $1,200 at sale. 

Vaudeville agents 
neckties as side line. 

George D’Ormonde over, but turn- 
ng down offers to play. 

Yvonne Arnaud best 
actress on West End stage. 

Samuel Insull still managing to 
stay at the Ritz Hotel, Paris. 

Hotel Splendide resuming dance 
policy with band, after two years. 

Kit-Cat breaking records with 
new non-stop cabaret and dancing. 

Harry Foster's marriage to Sylvia 
Bach will take place after the elec- 
tion. 

Ernst Rolf over here on his an- 
nual talent hunt for his Stockholm 
revue. 

Overnight queue for the opening 
of. ‘Grand Hotel’ talker at the Palace 
is unprecedented. 

Julian Rose standing out in the 
new Gracie Fields’ picture, ‘Looking 
on the Bright Side.’ 

Elinor Glyn and Gloria Swanson 
among fashionable first night audi- 
ence of ‘Grand Hotel.’ 

Four a day at Pavilion brought 
sublime look of happiness to Joe 
Termini—reminded him of home. 

Albert Burden, after his hit in 
British International’s ‘Maid of the 
Mountains’ asking a lot more dough. 

Former Leicester Square Road 
House, one of those nighteries, has 
now become a totalisator betting 
elvub. 

Fay Compton to be principal ‘boy’ 
again at Christmas, probably in the 
Julian Wylie pantomime at the Hip- 
podrome. 

Gambarelli receiving orchids from 
Count de Vogue from Paris, and 
roses from Baron Fassini, Italy, both 
by same plane, 

Jimmy Nervo (Nervo and Knox) 
out of Palladium bill for a few days, 
due to illness, with Billy Caryll 
taking their place. 

Performances of “The Dubarry’ 
suspended for a week, pending re- 
covery of Anny Ahlers from nervous 
breakdown. Star collapsed durinz 
show. 

John Southern wants Carson Rob- 
ison and his ‘Hillbillies,’ for fort- 
night at the Pavilion. Robison 
turned down offer as he’s sailing, 
but promised return next year. 


Loop 


Joe FE. Brown fung around awhile. 

Morris Silvers after a sickish fort- 
night is feeling better. 

Harry, Barney and Dave Bala- 
ban eating in Thompson's. 

Abe Cohen and Ray Wylie head- 
quartering with Glen’ Burt-Billy 
Diamond. 

Herman Levy gone to St. Louis 
as artist for RKO exploitationist, 
Eddie Hitchcock. 

Olsen and Johnson paraded sand- 
wich men reading: ‘Unfair to Or- 
ganized ‘Thinking.’ 

Julius Brown, 








here’ selling 


dressed 











jing in Bavaria, Germany. 

{ Ascher Levy, Dick Hoffman, Tom 
| Carmody and Coney Holmes, let 
,;outs at RKO, have no plans. 

j Frankie Masters scrams to the 


| Schroeder, Milwaukee, with Charley 
| Agnew succeeding at the Morrison. 
Horace Bridges Ethical Society 


will headquarters in the Playhouse 
instead of the Studebaker this sea- 
son. 

Frank Smith claims a 
usher sweated down from 190 to 125 
|} pounds on balcony duty. Now the 
' uniform fits. 


maitre d’hotel at 
the College Inn, back from summer- | 


Palace 


Friars Set Send-Off 
For Corbett’s Arena 


Corbett’s boxing arena 
at Jamaica, L. L., will open tonight, 
|when the former world’s heavy- 
| weight champion will make his de- 
but as a promoter. A large party 
of fellow Friars will attend the in- 
itial show, leaving the clubhouse 
at 7 p. m. 

Joe Humphries will be the an- 
nouncer, The top price is $2.20. 


+ 


| James J. 





Mayfair-Pierette 
Clubs Resume Their 
Sat. Night Rivalry’ 


Two of New York's Saturday 
night clubs will take up their rival- 
The Mayfair will | 





ry again this fall. 
resume its "32 season Oct. 15 while 
| ene Pierette got under way last 
|Saturday (1). Both clubs make an 
effort to add desirable professionals 
to their lists. 

The Pierette, inaugurated late 
last winter, has switched its locale 
from the Hotel Pierre to the Sert 
Room of the Waldorf, is under new 
management in which Elmer Leder- 
man is prominent, and is asking a 
$55 initial fee from non-profession- 
als. Per plate charge there is $10. 
The Mayfair will continue to hold 
its weekly dances in the Crystal 
Room of the Ritz-Carlton with its 
customary $7.50 couver tap. 

Mayfair membership continues by 
invitation only with no initial fee. 


MOX BETTORS TOOK 
CANDY FROM BABIES 


By JACK PULASKI 
Out in the inaccessible Madison 
Square Garden bowl in the wilds of 
Long Island City, Mickey Walker 
had the nerve to go against Max 


Schmeling, the ‘German schlager,’ 
and was stopped at the end of the 
eighth round. The odds were 3 tol, 
and after it was over winners of 
bets felt they had taken candy from 
babies. 

Support of the Hearst papers be- 
cause of the publisher’s wife’s free 
milk fund, which was declared in, 
accounted for a big crowd. At $11 
top the card did not seem worth 
anywhere near the money, not in 
these still tough times. 

Fight followers tabbed this match 
rightly. Only people who figured 
Mickey had a chance were a couple 
of sport writers, some of Walker's 
friends and Doc Jack Kearns, his 
manager. Kearns isn’t a guy who 
takes chances with his meal ticket, 
but his angle was somewhat differ- 
ent. He argued that if Mickey held 
Jack Sharkey to a draw and Shar- 
key took the title away from Max, 
then Walker shou'd shade the Ger- 
man. 














Tirade From Bench 


Tm Telling You 


By Jack Osterman 


THE CUBS LtoOsT FOUR 
STRAIGHT THEY CAN'T 
BLAME THAT ON CAPONE, 

Explanation 


We met Nan Blackstone the other 


night who told us she is joining 
Brown and Henderson's ‘Forward 
March.’ ‘What're you doing in the 
show,’ we asked. 

‘The Homely Relief, Nan an- 
swered., 





Form of Criticism 
During the first game at the Yank 
Stadium we remarked to a com- 
panion, Arthur Brown, that a cer- 
tain radio star was in a box. 
Arthur replied, ‘He should be, and 
nailed on four sides.” 

Top Billing 
Pat Rooney tells of the actor who 

bought an airplane and had his 

(Continued on page 54) 





Places Pitt on Its 
Very Best Behavior 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 

Pittsburgh, possibly the widest 
open town in the country two 
months ago, is shut down tighter 
than a drum at the moment. Epi- 
demic of closings is the result of 
Judge Frank Patterson's recent ti- 
rade from the bench against pro- 
tected vice operations in the city, 

Jurist astounded the court when 
he not only denounced the town’s 
general looseness but also named 
spots and locations, places he 
charged were running with the 
sanction of the city fathers. One 
speak he mentioned was situated 
directly across the street from the 
Oakland police station. It has since 
closed. 

Judge Patterson’s one man cru- 
sade has played havoc with every- 
thing. Bookie shops, gambling 
dives and speaks have all folded, 
temporarily at any rate, while night 
clubs are strictly observing the 1 
a.m. closing law. 

It’s a pretty blue burg these 
days, with the streets pulled in be- 
fore midnight is even half way 
around the corner. 


MARRIAGES 


George F. La Rock, Woercester, 








Mass., projectionist, and Agnes 
Irene Plante at Putnam, Conn., 
Aug. 17. 


Nancy Drexel to Thomas H. Ince, 
Jr., Sept. 28, in Beverly Hills, Calif. 
Bride is an actress, bridegroom is a 
son of the late producer. Both will 
attend Antioch college, Yellow 
Springs, O., this fall. 

Pat Foulds to William Robinson, 
Las Vegas, Oct. 1. Bride is secre- 
tary to Jessie Wadsworth, Holly- 
wood agentess, 

William Moreing, Jr., musician 
with Anson Weeks band, to Laura 
Doe, society deb, in San Francisco, 
Oct. 2. Groom currently involved 
in alimony suit from previous mar- 





But Schmeling wasn’t trying to 
defend a title this time. He indi- 
cated how much better than Walker 
he was in the first round, sending 
the Jerseyite down close to the bell 
—and few people can say they ever 
saw Mickey off his pins in the ring. 
Max might have finished the 
match in the second, but he may 
have been thinking of the fight pic- 
tures. So, as it looked, Max car- 
ried the ‘toy bulldog’ along. He 
didn’t lead much, which recalled his 
performance against Sharkey, and 
Walker actually went out in front 
from the third to the seventh 
rounds. 

Schmeling Took Pity 

The fans were quite excited about 
Mickey’s showing; not that he hurt 
the German, but he smacked him 
‘around without much trouble. In 
| the eighth Max came out as though 
| determined to end it all and he did. 
| Not long after Walker was on the 
canvas, felled by clean wallops. 
'Schmeling motioned to the referee 
‘that he did not want to punish 
Walker further. He was waved to 
'go on and soon the little guy was 





riage. 
Ruth McCaslin, Lily 
double, to W. H. Dunn, 
Sept. 25, Los Angeles. 
Viola Waller to Phillip Ford, Oct. 
1, in Hollywood. Groom is a studio 
technical man, and son of Francis 
Ford, actor. 
Margit Dybfest to Sergio G. Go- 
mez, New York, Sept. 30. Bride is 
a showgirl, groom is the Cuban com- 
mercial representative to the U. 8S. 
Janet McLeay to Harold Herbert, 
New York, Sept. 30. Bride is an 
actress and groom a radio engineer, 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Bergerman, 
son, Los Angeles, Sept. 29. Father 
is a film executive and mother the 
daughter of Carl Laemmle. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Chicago, Sept. 24, daughter. Father 
fs g.m. of Universal Radio Produc- 
tions. 


Damita’s 
non- pro, 





Mr. and Mrs. Earle Sweigert, 
daughter, Sept. 24, in New York. 


Father is Paramount branch mana- 
ger for the state of N. J. 
Mr. and Mrs. Carter Mason, son, 





down on his face. He manaced to 
iget to his pins and made some pre- 
tense of fighting back. Max refused 
|to take advantage of the wobbly | 
Walker, whose left eye was closed. j 


A few seconds after Walker | 
reached his corner, Kearns told | 
|Jack Demming, the referee, that 
j his man would not go on. Doc} 


Oct. 3 in New York. Mother was 
formerly Grace Johnson, dancer, 


a aD 


knew Mickey was washed up for 
the night. Rules here do not per- 
mit throwing in the towel and if 
the referee does not stop one-sided 
contests, its just too bad, 
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Chi and L. A. Authorities Mop Up 


Shows; Minskys Lose in N. Y. Court 


—_—C—CSC 


4 
Chicago, Oct. 3. 

Chicago heard the rumblings from 
New York and last week burlesque 
started to feel the cramping super- 
vision of censorship. Rialto got 
the brunt, due to being in the loop. 
Police singled the Rialto because of 





7 
Street Protean 





Times Square’s most versa- 
tile sandwich man is a former 
circus clown who plugs a side- 
street eatery. 

Walking ad boy has an ex- 





its location near the department 
store shopping district and the fact 
that women and children sometimes 
drop in. 

At present Chicago has four bur- 
lesque houses operating. All are 
doing indifferently even with the 
usual latitude for stripping. Now 
that full-sized brassieres have been 
specified and panties made of beads 
and similar flimsiness have been 
declared not to cover the law, the 
managers are more than a little 
worried. 

State-Congress is only three 
blocks from the Rialto, but is be- 
yond the south State street dead- 
line, where women never stray. | 
Consequently, it has apparently 
escaped the stringent purity im- 
posed upon the Rialto. 

Other two houses, Haymarket 
and Star and Garter on West Madi- 
son street, are like the Rialto and 
State-Congress in being close to- 
gether. Haymarket is a link in the 
new and untested United Burlesque 
Circuit with traveling principals. 
Star and Garter has stock under 
Nathan S. Barger. 





Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

Police vice squad knocked over 
three shows in its latest campaign 
to purge Main street, and whitewash 
it of torso-twisters, clothes-peeling 
damsels and nasty films. California, 
operated by S. S. Millard; the Ros- 
lyn, grind film house that tried to 
and a 
store show at 510 South Main, were 
the spots closed. 

With election coming on and the 
reform elements even out to knife 
Mayor John C. Porter, police are 
peering at everything savoring of 
epidermis exposure, inside on sex, 
and blue dialog. 

Millard’s connection with the 
California was established when 
three employees filed wage claims 
against him as operator of the 
house, 





Authority of License Commis- 
sioner Geraghty to close the Repub- 
lic and Eltinge theatres on 42d 
street, New York, was upheld in 
court last week at a hearing on the 
Minsky-Weinstock order to show 
cause, 

The Minskys’ other possible re- 
course, a suit in Supreme Court on 
the merits of the closing order will 
be filed through their attorney, 
Jacob Goodstein, it was stated by 
Joe Weinstock yesterday (Monday). 

Max Rudnick, who operates the 
Eltinge, has decided to let the clos- 
ing order stand without making 
further protests. He’s going into 
musical stock under the title of 
‘Eltinge Follies,’ leaving the Min- 
skys to fight it out alone. The sign 
is already up on the theatre. 

Shows at the Minskys’ other 
Times Square house, Central, 
loosened up slightly during last 
week and business picked up some- 
what. But the revived stripping 
was nowhere near the former pro- 
portions, being confined mostly to 
the. chorus. Principal women are 
still doing quick ons and offs with- 
out disrobing much or at all. 

The Minsky-‘Mirror’ feud con- 
tinued during the week with 400 
employees of the burlesque firm ap- 
plying for summonses charging the 
paper and its publisher with crim- 
inal libel. Previously the ‘Mirror’ 
had sworn out a similar warrant 
against the Minskys as a result of 
signs attacking the paper for a re- 
cent anti-burlesque campaign, which 
were hung outside the Republic. 
The signs were taken down over 
the weekend. 

Shows at all the other burlesque 
houses in New York remain under 
Wraps, with stripping toned "way 
down or out altogether. 

I. H. Herk discontinued his ne- 
gotiations for the Gaiety or an- 
other New York stand for the Em- 
pire Wheel shows. 

Burlesk Start Sold Out 
Columbus, Oct. 3. 

The new Lyceum opened its stock 
burlesque season here yesterday, all 
700 seats sold in advance, 

Stage hands and musicians are 
again operating the house on a co- 
op basis. House has been com- 
pletely rebuilt since first of last 


tensive repertoire of makeup 
and costume changes. His forte 
is a mechanical man routine, 
but he mixes it up with a red- 
nosed clown getup and other 
stunts. Changes his routine 
daily. 











Empire Now Has 
1314 Weeks, Adds 
Paterson Oct. 10 


Billy Watson’s Orpheum, Pater- 
son, N. J., goes on the Empire wheel 
Oct. 10, as a full week stand. This 
increases the Herk circuit’s time to 
13% weeks. Other additions are 


Providence, this week, and Pitts- 
burgh, Oct. 9. 

Like Pittsburgh, Paterson will re- 
cruit a show from its present stock 
company with this serving as the 
opener there and then going out on 
the wheel as an intact troupe. 
Watson’s Orph is under lease this 
season to Charlie Burns, formerly 
manager of the Irving Place, New 
York. 








Burlesque Placements 





United Burlesque Circuit made 
the following placement through 
Milt Schuster last week: 


‘Follies Bergere’: Sammy Weston, 
Megg Lexing, Stendal and Fields, 
Al Darr, Joe Kilch, Carmen, Mabel 
White, Adriann Cavanaugh, Cherie 
Griffith, Roberto and Astrid. 

‘Town Scandals’: Vic Plant, Sid 
Rogers, Paul ‘Bozo’ Workman, Gil- 
bert Mack, Walter ‘Pep’ Smith, Ina 
Thomas, Nora Ford, Kay Barclay, 
Kohn and DePinto. 

‘Follies of the Day’: Tommy ‘Bozo’ 
Snyder, Gertrude Hays, Al Ferris, 
DeVoe and Ward, Stanley Montfort, 
Richard DeRiviere, Mildred Frank- 
lin, Nellie Casson, Jules Sien, Paul 
Morokoff. 

‘Happy Days’: Watson and Cohan, 
Four Harmonizers, Ray King, Ha- 
lene Davis, Dolly Davis, Mary 
Woods, Ruby Lang, Jimmy Stanton. 
‘Steppin’ High’: Billy ‘Bumps’ 
Mack, Charles LaVine, Earl Shean, 
George B. Hall, Violet Jordon, Reg- 
gie White, Babe Davis, Joan Tanya, 
Evelyn LaDeaux. 


‘Parisian Nights’: Benny Moore, 
Bent Carr, Gordon Rydeen, Joe Mil- 
ler, Ruby Rossiena, Veda Leslie, 


Bobby Young, Fritzie White, Hazel 
Bernard, Russell LaVallee. 

‘Sliding Billy Watson’s Own 
Show’: Sliding Billy Watson, Al 
Pharr, George Monfred, Jack La- 
Mont, Wava White, Josie Flint, 
Jackie James, Rooney and Brandon, 
George Pronath. 


Empire Wheel 


(Week Oct. 3) 

Big Rev—Howard, Boston. 

Empire Girls—Modern, Providence. 
Facts and Figures—Gayety, Washington. 
Follies of . Yieasure—Capitol, Albany. 
Freres frolics—Empire, Newark. 

“urls from Dixie—State, Springfield. 
Girls from the Follies—Trocadero, Phila- 
delphia. 

Gaieties of 1932—Hudson, Union City. 
Laffin’' Thru—Worcester, Worcester. 
Legs and Laughter—Palace, Baltimore. 
Merry Whirl—Route No. 1. 

Rarin ‘to Go—Star, Brooklyn. 











Backer, Dance Stager, 
Sued for $100 by F&M 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 
Latest echo from the defunct mu- 
sical ‘Hang Up Your Hat,’ which 
folded at the Music Box, is a suit 
for $100, brought in Municipal court 


by Fanchon & Marco against Ar- 
thur Fisher, the show’s backer and 
Eddie Prinz. 

Latter, who directed the ‘Hat’ 


dances, received a $100 check from 
Fisher, and cashed it at the F. & 
M. offices. Fisher stopped payment 
and now F. & M. wants to collect 





spring. 


from either or both. 


News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 38) 


velt, in a wire received by Jack L. 
Warner, who underwrote the event. 





Charged with drinking before his 
auto collided with another, M. L. 
Moore, mag scribe, was sentenced 
to 20 days in L. A. jail by Municipal 
Judge Will G. Fields. 





Superior Judge Lucius P. Green, 
L. A., finding that Chaffee Earl, son 
of the late E. T. Earl, millionaire 
publisher, was unable to pay his 
estranged wife, Alice Bunch Earl, 
$650 a month temporary alimony, 
freed him on a contempt citation. 
In Jesse Weil's $156,000 breach of 
contract suit against Ralph Spence, 
latter had his demurrer to the ac- 
tion sustained in Superior Court, 
L. A., with Weil given 10 days in 
which to amend his complaint. 
Spence is charged with failure to 
live up to an agreement to write 
scripts for 52 shorts. 





Expressing a preference to live 
with their father and stepmother, 
rather than with their mother and 
stepfather, Ella Fishbine, screen 
dancer, and her sister, Olga, have 
been given into the legal custody of 
their father, Oscar Fishbine, by 
Superior Judge Valentine in L. A. 


Pending a decision by the Dis- 
trict Court of Appeals, L. A., the 
retrial of Harold Menjou on a man- 
slaughter charge has been deferred 
to Dec. 30, 


Charlie Chaplin, who gave a fare- 
well kiss to Pauline Goddard, when 
she flew recently to New York, was 
not at the Grand Central air term- 
inal, Glendale, Cal., to greet her on 
her return. Supposedly, she went 
east to buy a trousseau for her 
marriage to the comedian, ‘Ri- 
diculous!’ was her rejoiner, 





Default judgment for — $7,734, 
granted against Mme. Ernestine 
Schumann-Heink in favor of Mrs. 
Marguerite Dobson, as the result 
of an oil transaction, was set aside 
by Superior Judge Shinn, L. A., fol- 
lowing the diva’s testimony that she 
had not been served with a sum- 


Mid-West 


Charles Nelson of the Lawndale 
theatre, Chicago, announced a new 
Yiddish stock company. Nelson 
hopes to hang around and cash in on 
the World’s Fair next summer, 





Melody Mills, suburban dancehall, 
was the 79th bombing this year in 
Chicago. Owner blamed the jeal- 
ousy of rival casino owners. 


Jacqueline Smith, 18, inherited 
$10,000. She planned to take a Chi- 
cago dancing troupe to Shanghai, 
China. Just a whim, 


Edmund Lowe trusted Chicago. 
He stopped over to have his hair 
cut. 





Col. Johnson's rodeo at the west 
side stadium, Chicago, got permis- 
sion to penetrate the loop as far as 
LaSalle street in a noon time pa- 
rade, 


At least five thoroughbreds per- 
ished at Hawthorne racing stables, 
Chicago, in a fire. Emil Denemark, 
who owns a small radio station 
among other things, lost three nags 
valued at $75.000, 


Cleveland heard that Publix would 
seek by injunction to halt Rudy 
Vallee from appearing for RKO. 
Crooner booked into the Palace. 





Logan theatre, Chicago, formerly 
on the Essaness chain, goes to A. 
Van Nomikos, Latter has other 
houses, 





For daring to talk back, one 
patron of the Alasta Club, Niles 
Centre, Ill., was killed by bandits. 
Robbery netted $200, but was ac- 
tually believed part of a terrorist 
campaign against north side nite 
clubs. 





Kathleen Burke, 19, won out in 
the ‘Panther Woman’ contest con- 
ducted by Paramount for ‘Island of 
Lost Souls.’ She's from Chicago. 





Blackie Tamburrino, guard at the 
Palais Rue roadhouse, near Chicago, 
fell dead at the feet of his 17-year- 
old bride, Jane, another employee, 
when hoodlums swung by in auto- 
mobiles and emptied shotguns into 
the roadhouse. 

Police blamed the Touhy brothers, 
who are trying to build up an un- 
derworld empire. They were also 
blamed for a recent shotgun visit to 
the Dells, which also cost a life. 








Sax Rohmer, creator of ‘Fu 
Manchu,’ made a tour of Chicago 
with Police Commissioner Allman 
to imbibe police technique. Rohmer 
was in Chicago to inaugurate a 
radio version of his Chinese villain. 





BURLE SQUE 


Burlesque Reviews 





THE REVELERS 


(Gayety, Mpls.) 
Minneapolis, Oct. 1, 

If ‘The Revelers’ is a fair sample, 
and if the current show does not 
represent a toned-down edition, the 
newly-organized United Burlesque 
association wheel apparently is try- 
ing the hazardous experiment of 
substituting clean entertainment for 
smutty burlesque. In fact, ‘The 
Revelers’ is much cleaner and also 
tamer in the matter of undress than 


the least daring of the offerings that 
classify as revues in houses of 
higher rating. 

In this instance, blue comedy and 
lines are few and far between, and 
there are only two brief interludes 
of near-nude torso shaking and 
wiggling by a single woman princi- 
pal who started her gyrations in a 
further state of undress than most 
of the banned strip dancers of yes- 
teryear left off. While the girls 
throughout are scantily clad, bras- 
sieres are always in evidence. 

The four women principals and 
the 16 girls of the line average 
younger and more attractive in 
looks and size up as more refined in 
voice and manner than one has been 
accustomed to find in burlesque. 
There are no less than four come- 
dians, each of them surprisingly 
capable, an efficient straight man, 
and a first-rate singer. The show 
proceeds in regulation revue fash- 
ion. Comedy skits and specialties 
in one or two are sandwiched be- 
tween the chorus ensembles, which 
include several flashy stage pictures 
with the girls posing. The funmak- 
ing is surprisingly devoid of dirt. 


Probably hampered by the taboos of |. 


the usual risqueness, the comedians 
seem to have a difficult job of it. 
Considering this probable handicap 
for a burlesque circuit and the only 
mildly amusing material with which 
they have to work, they make a 
good job of it. 

The big question, of course, is 
whether this sort of entertainment 
can find a sufficient audience in 
houses like the Gayety. Last sea- 
son in this same theatre stock bur- 
lesque went the limit in rawness 
and strip dancing and finished on 
the right side of the ledger, but was 





He came all the way from Monte 
Carlo for that purpose. 


‘My success went to his head.’ 
Thus did Gilda Gray describe in 
Milwaukee what has happened to 
her Polish father, Max Michalski, 
who she accused of continually em- 
barrassing her since she achieved 
prominence. His latest contribution 
to her discomfiture was promoting 
$98 in groceries and aid from Mil- 
waukee charity funds, although 
Miss Gray says she sent regular re- 
mittances for the support of the 
family with whom her 18-year-old 
son, Martin, lives. She offered to 
pay back the $98 to the county. 


Rajah Kahn, who answers when 
addressed as Dave Williams, was 
ordered to dig up a girl stooge that 
he had buried alive in a trance. 
Police Captain Gill, of north Chi- 
cago, did the ordering. It was part 
of a stunt in connection with a 
Lions Club charity festival. 

Capt. Gill said there would be no 
burials in his district without a 
license. The rajah scrammed. 


Cleveland opens its RKO Hippo- 
drome with Frank Hines as man- 
ager Oct. 8. Hines was at the 
Palace before. Foster Schell comes 
from Denver by auto to be asst. 


mgr. Meanwhile city manager Ted 
Thomas succeeds Hines at the 
Palace. 


Maurice Melinoff, Cleveland play- 
wright, has written a new piece. A 
Cleveland journalist is the model for 
the hero. 





Mrs. Louise Hanson, 39, described 
as the wife of a once wealthy film 
producer, tried suicide in Chicago. 
At the Columbus Memorial hospital 
it was said she would recover. 

Financial reverses prompted the 
attempt, 'twas said. 





Grace Halloran Rose filed suit in 
St. Louis for separate maintenance, 
naming Irving Rose, Hotel Statler 
orchestra leader, as the cause of her 
disillusionment. They were married 
three months ago. Before her mar- 
riage a showgirl, Mrs. Rose ac- 
cuses hubby of trying to pull some 
legal magic and have the marriage 
annulled. 





Instead of the usual orphans, 
Minneapols will have a tag day for 
its financially embarrassed sym- 
phony orchestra. It’s a different 
kind of an orphan. 


Judge Joseph Sabath was elected 
to his 10th term as president of the 
American Theatrical Hospital Assn. 
This is the league that promotes 
funds to guarantee the continuance 
of the American hospital, of which 
Dr. Max Thorex is the generalis- 
simo. 





continually in hot water with the 
mayor, a local reform organization 
and the mayor's purity committee, 
which succeeded in blocking a re- 
newal of the license. 

This season, when the Gayety’s 
employes decided to operate the 
house on a co-operative basis, the 
reform organization opposed the li- 
cense, but it was finally granted by 
the city council on the promise of 
clean shows. This is the third week 
of co-operative operation. The house 
about broken even the first two, but 
when this show was caught at a 
Wednesday matinee the audience 
numbered less than 100 and the only 
feature to evoke an enthusiastic re- 
sponse from the customers and to 
stop the show was the torso tossing 
by the woman principal who made 
such a liberal display. 

The shows jump here from Kan- 
sas City, opening Saturday nights 
instead of afternoons, and going 
from here to Milwaukee. Among the 
veteran burlesque stars now on the 
circuit are ‘Bozo’ Snyder and ‘Slid- 
ing Billy’ Watson. Prices are scaled 
at the modest level] of 50c and 75c 
downstairs, 35c in the balcony and 
25c in the gallery, including tax, at 
night, and 25c and 50c, including 
tax, for the lower floor at matinees. 
Stating that the current week’s 
business has been bad, Axel Her- 
mann, former stage manager and 
now presiding in the front of the 
house, blamed the poor trade on 
‘burlesque opposition’ provided by 
Texas Guinan at the Orpheum and 
complained about that house going 
in for burlesque so frequently, cit- 
ing the ‘Marcus Show,’ another re- 
cent Orpheum attraction, and get- 
ting away with rough stuff that the 
Gayety isn’t permitted to pull. 

The four funsters in the present. 
aggregation are I. B. Hamp, Sam 
Mitchell, Bert Carr and Lew Lewis, 
one being a roughneck and the oth- 
ers a tramp, Hebe and a Wop. For 
the most part they toe the mark of 
decorum, but much of their stuff is 
a revamp of ancient vintage hoke. 
Other men principals are Don Trent 
and Bobby Young, while the femi- 
nine contingent includes Gertrude 
Beck, Veda “eslie, Erva Hart and 
Hazel Bernard. 

A good show for the price, but 
one that may not be too well suited 
for burlesque patrons accustomed to 
a different kind of show, Rees. 


RIALTO 


Chicago, Sept. 30. 


Burlesque is burlesque and the 
variation between one sample and 
another is customarily represented 
in the frequency with which the 
dry cleaner is called in by the 
wardrobe department. There were 
more than a few holes in the girl's 
tights visible from the down-front 
seats and there were plenty of 
down-front seats. 

Neither worse nor better than 
what is handed out in the three 
other Chicago burleycue stands, the 
Rialto is happily free from those 
concession muggs that tramp the 
aisles elsewhere, It’s astonishing 
and refreshing to go right from the 
feature picture to the stage show 
unmolested by gentlemen who tell 
sales lies in the loudest voices and 
with the most unflinching effront- 
ery in the world. 

Harry Clex and Ann Morton are 
the billed principals but in the ab- 
sence of anyone to identify them 
a casual inspector might easily 
guess the wrong person. In other 
words it’s typical burlesque. No- 
body rises above the common level 
of mediocrity. 

Business has been bad. That goes 
for the other Chicago houses, too. 
Rialto has been watched closely by 
the censors due to the fact that 
women, mistaking the house per- 
haps for vaudfilm, its traditional 
policy, often slip in to kill an hour 
or two between shopping errands 
or because possibly interested in 
the picture. 

While slowing down the strip 
stuff the so-called comedy is un- 
touched by refinement imposed 
from above. Comedians, as they 
are still called in burlesque, pitch 
their smut to the stevedore level. 

This company alternates with the 
Star and Garter on the west side 
where a No. 2 brigade takes the 
reverse movement. Land, 


Buff. Gayety Folds 


Buffalo, Oct. 3. 


Gayety (burlesque), which opened 
in August under management of 
Ed Daley, closed without notice last 
week, reported owing three weeks’ 
back salary to musicians and help, 





House may be re-opened this 
month following adjustment = of 
claims. 





Gerard Overland East 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Barney Gerard, former burlesque 
producer, after two months’ here 
on picture deals, is returning td 
New York by auto. 
Mrs, Gerard is with him. 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 





Henry W. Savage announced he 
was through with picture produc- 
tion. Had made a number of them 
and no luck. Said he would sell his 
future plays and not try to film. 

Owner of the Forsythe theatre, 
Atlanta, was trying to oust Jake 
Wells. Lease called for ‘first class 
productions,’ and owner contended 
pictures were not up to snuff. 

Dave Warfield. turned down an 
offer to appear in film versions of 
‘The, Music Master’ and ‘Auction- 
eer.’ 








An effort was started to induce 
the Government to mint 15 cent 
pieces. Would save picture theatres 
making, change. 


Sumner, of the New York vice 
society, went after the original 
‘Broadway Brevities.’ Chief objec- 
tion was to ‘Impertinent Questions,’ 
which were attributed to the late 
Walter J. Kingsley. Kingsley. de- 
nied he ever wrote the column. 


Acts playing Ohio were warned to 
obtain censor approval if they used 
films in their turn. Had to have a 
certificate or pay $300. 

Jack Lait joined ‘Variety's’ staff, 
heading the Chicago office. 

Three B'way shows went up from 
$2.50 to $3 top. 





Actors Equity and the managers 
finally agreed upon an employment 
contract. 





More war trouble. 
were shy German 
making colored inks. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clinper’) 


Lithographers 
chemicals for 





Cincinnati won the pennant in the 
American Championship with Phil- 
adelphia and Baltimore runners-up. 
Chicago won in the League. Both 
organizations played post-season 
games to the end of October. They 
even played one with the New York 
Metropolitans, which was in neither 
league. 


John L. Stoddart was the first to 
adopt the idea of a matinee and 
night for travel lectures. Gave the 
lecture one evening and the follow- 
ing afternoon. Proved a hit and 
generally adopted. 

Mile. Etta, who called herself a 
‘mnemotechnist’ was giving lec- 
tures telling people how not to for- 
get. 





Snelbaker's circus had featured a 
troupe of ‘Genuine Indian Nautch 
Girls’ all season. Now that the 
tents were folding it was revealed 
that they were a quartet of dancers 
from England. 





Fanny Davenport was: playing in 
England and the critics were cold. 

‘Clipper’ reported the death in an 
insane asylum of ‘Sallie Binns’ who 
spent 28 years in the place because 
he believed himself a girl. Got that 
way doing female impersonations in 
amateur theatricals. 

Forepaugh show was ending its | 
Season in St. Louis Sept. 28 but cut 
down to a one ring trick and went | 
south for spare change. 

Fourth car of the first section of the 
Sells circus train left the track at 
Point Lick on the jump from Rich- 
mond, Va., to London, Ky. That 
and 15 other cars went down an 
embankment killing three, fatally 
injuring three more and disabling 








others, 
Horses attached to a 42d street! 
trolley car were frightened by an 


elephant being taken down Fourth 
ave., in New York, and ran away, 
injuring two. Apparently wsed in 
‘Around the World in 80 Days.’ 








~ Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Coast theatre execs are trying to figure the answer to a trio of recent 
films now playing the subsequent runs. ‘Chandu’ (Fox) showed nothing 
in any of the key first runs from Los Angeles to Seattle. When it hit 
the nabes and suburbans the picture piled up substantial gro.ses, espe- 
cially on week-end bookings. ‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) and ‘Bring ‘Em 
Back Alive’ (Radio), both of which clicked solidly in the first runs, 
especially in Los Angeles and 'Frisco, did a complete about face on the 
second showings along the Coast. 

Answer to the ‘Chandu’ reversal is indication 


taken by execs an an 
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ing in New York of ‘Bill of Divorcement’ at the Maytai Friday (30). 
Usual opening ballyhoo was removed from the house lobby, but the 
customary curtain speeches were broadcast from the film capital, and 
reproduced in the theatre through a loud speaker system Making the 
| invisible curtain talks were John Barrymore, Billie Burke, leads in the 
picture, and George Zukor, the director, who broadcast from a stage On 
the Radio pictures lot Handled by NBC as far west as Denver 
KBS studio has completed half of its progress for World Wide with 
nine more pictures to make in seven months. With plenty of time be- 
tween pictures Sam Bischoff will probably go to New York upon come 
pletion of ‘Uptewn New York’ and ‘The Death Kiss’ early in November, 


that the Fox picture has a particularly strong kid appeal, while in the | 


nabes the patrons are familiar with the foolery of the Marxes and regard 
their latest as just another Marx picture. No explanation is offered for 
the drop in biz by the animal picture in the nabes except that it might 
have gotten everybody on its first runs with other animal films possibly 
taking its edge away by the time it got to the subsequents. 

First draft of a story at Paramount was handed out to writers and 
executives on the lot with the following notation: ‘It will be noticed that 
the story is incomplete and written in a slovenly manner. This 
cause I have been unable to get the writer to co-operate with me on the 
story, or to devote his time to writing. The statement is signed by an 
associate producer. 

Writer is demanding an apology, claiming that he did not want the 
assignment and had asked several times to be taken off the story. Pro- 
ducer finds himself in a tough spot as al] other writers refuse to have 
anything to do with the yarn feeling that the exec overstepped himsalf 


is be- 


in making the statement on the script which everyone in the studio 
would read, 
Meanwhile the studio has shelved the story temporar.ly until the 


writers cool down. 





Will Horwitz, Dallas exhib who has figured in more and varied scraps 
than perhaps any other Texas picture shower, is blasting again. This 
time it’s in his local theatre ads and a diatribe against exclusive bookings. 

In disjointed sentences he writes ‘Hold everything folks—don't get 
excited—it’s the hat—not the heat—ol’ root hog’s back—ol’ movie trust 
hog—this picture is exclusive here only—hah!—that’s caused by the hi- 
hat—it’s hooey—it’s ol’ movie hawg—trying to corner. the boy friend— 
Will Horwitz, etc.’ Then the statement that Horwitz has contracts for 
the best product and the assurance that his patrons wiN see them all. 

Seems a broadside against Loew which in the same paper advertises 
Laurel and Hardy's ‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ ‘never to return to any 
other theatre in this town.’ Horwitz advertises the same comedians in 
‘Helpmates.’ 


With complaints from members that they had no chance to vote for 
heads of respective branches and directors of their branch the board of 
directors of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences is making 
amendment to the constitution that at least two tickets must be in the 
field for each office and that members will also be able to write in on 
ballot their choice if they do not appear on printed ballot. This came 
about when it was learned that four members of one branch who were 
on the nominating committee had nominated themselves for office with- 
out opposition. Also Howard J. Green was put forth as candidate 
against Oliver H. P. Garrett for the board because the writers claimed 
Garrett has been only a member of the academy three months while 
Green had served for several years. 


Test premiere of Columbia’s ‘Washington Merry-Go-Round’ in Balti- 
more was greeted by a paid ad in the Balto ‘Sun’ from ‘The Authors’ 
{anonymously identified that way) denying that the pic had anything 
to do with their book. That’s correct. 

Title was primarily used and Maxwell Anderson developed it his own 
way, which facts Col conceded in a retaliatory ad. 

RKO’'s circuit deal for the picture commences Oct. 22, and Oct. 28 is 
set for the New York showing at the Mayfair, with little likelihood 
the Skourases will take it away from RKO for the Roxy, N. Y. H. B. 
Franklin is preparing a foreword of endorsements from political notables 
as a build-up for any possible complications. This will precede the film 
as one of the titles. 


‘Financial Post,’ Canada’s equivalent to New York's ‘Wall St. Journal,’ 
recently carried an article saying that ‘Famous Players’ (Canadian) faces 
the future with the great advantage that it has written. down all its 
sound equipment to a very low figure,’ and predicting that the bond 
interest by Famous Players Canadian will be earned this year. Paper 
points out that losses of FPC to July 2 were in great part paper losses 
resulting from the company’s policy of writing off depreciation on a lib- 
eral scale and to losses on investments. 

J. J. Fitzgibbons, in charge of FPC, believes that British pictures, 
which the chain will play this year, will do better say, ‘British producer 
has more or less found himself in the last eight or nine months.’ 





Edward Quittner’s suit against Paramount Publix and the Hays organ- 
ization is on the Federal Court’s main calendar for Monday (10). Due 
to the clogged condition and the fact there aren’t many judges in the 
U. S. District Court, New York, to hear the cases, Graham & Reynolds, 
attorneys for Quittner, believe that it may be delayed until the end of 
the month. 

Quittner is suing for $5,200,000 under the restraint of trade statutes, 
claiming Paramount forced him out of business in Middletown, N. Y., 
where he owned three theatres. The suit, filed two years ago, is expected 
to be one of the most interesting of its kind ever heard. 


Third dimension thing is up again as RKO resurrects the idea. Roxy 
has such an idea under consideration for the RKO theatres in Radio City 
now being erected. 

RKO is considering certain patents owned by the Valentine Paint Co., 
supposed to give the illusion of third dimension. Experiments with a 
small model of the Valentine instruments have proved successful, this 
way. Valentine system calls for projecting screen stuff from the rear 
of the stage rather than the front. 

Smacks similar to Trans-lux process although Trans-lux claims no 
illusion for third dimension. 





Studios’ tagging along after the newspapers to get ideas for picture 
material sometimes takes on reverse English. When a Santa Monica 
marathon dance was closed, and the authorities and newspapers began 
a campaign against marathon stepping, Universal decided to shelve 
‘Dance Marathon.’ 

Carl Laemmle, Jr. bought the story during a wave of interest in the 
gruelling pastime, but now that marathoning is in for so much panning, 
Junior Laemmle has pigeonholed the yarn. James Knox Millen, adapt- 
ing the story, was put back on ‘Suicide Club.’ 


Why a member of Paramount's eastern scenario department took 4 
couple of days off to determine whether an Indian could make a shield of 
untanned deer skin, is explained by Nis being convinced that the public 
is exacting for correct technical detail. 

He reached this deduction through a Texas promoter telling him that 
he wanted a true story written on the state of Texas and remarking 
that ‘The Covered Wagon’ was a phoney because the horses were shown 


in new harness. 


plugging a picture opening through a cross- 


by Radio studios in Hollywood on the open 


Unique ether 
country tie-up was put over 


way of 


Present releasing arrangement between W-W and the Kelly-Bischoff- 
Saal organization is to be terminated when this year’s program is deliv- 
ered, with likelihood of KBS releasing through another company. E. W. 
Hammons owns a one-half interest in both KBS and W-W, but might 
okay another release if he could benefit through his KBS connection, 





Hays organization offered to match Fox's salary if Jason Joy would 
remain as production code overseer, but Col. Joy turned it down. In- 
side reason reported for Joy’s withdrawal is laid to the physical exac- 
tions of the job which he virtually created three years ago. 

Offer was made, it is declared, even after Dr. James Wingate. former 
New York censor head, had been approached. 

Another reason is said to have been that Joy has preducing ambitions, 


Joseph P. Kennedy accompanied Goy. Roosevelt west on his campaign 
tour. He is a member of the Democratic Finance Committee. Kennedy 
who helped finance the Roosevelt pre-convention fight in Massachusetts 
admits he never has taken an active: part in politics. 

The former’ theatre-film promoter says ‘there is no public office that 
would interest me. Gov. Roosevelt asked me to go with him on his trip 
and I got a big kick out of it.’ 

Universal is burned at some of its salesmen concerning themselves 
too much with the activities of competitors and digging up inside infor- 
mation on what the other fellow is ddéing. In a general letter to all U’s 
film salesmen, L. J. Schlaiffer, gen, sales mgr. spikes continuance of this 
practice, urging ‘Every Universal salesman to devote his entire time and 
attention to the sale of Universal product and to pay no attention to 
stories about the activities of other salesmen.’ 





The booth operator required in ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ at the Music Box, New 
York, is for an election return bit, the operator actually working five 
minutes per show for a total of 40 minutes weekly. But he gets $100 a 
week. 

That's the same wage for heads of departments of the stage crew who 
are on the job throughout all performances. 

Edgar Hart, who dropped out of the Liberty theatre, Astoria, Ore., 
when the Skourases took over the operation of Fox West Coast, went to 
his home in San Diego and back vp to Spokane to take over the RKO 
Orpheum. Then that theatre was turned over to Skouras, and now Hart 
will go back down the Coast to San Diego. . 

If he runs true to form the next assignment will be Florida or Alaska, 





A Providence survey shows there are some theatres benefited as result 
of the amusement tax. One exhib claims he doubled his weekly gross, 
directly due to the tax. 

He contends many people will do anything to dodge taxes and as a 
result some of the 50c. top public now waits for the picture’s second run 
at 30c. ba 
} 

Coast studio prepared an ad campaign on ‘Phantom President’ (Par), 
current at the Paramount, New York, but it was entirely eliminated, 
the home office supplanting it with a display of its own. 

New York went ahead on the campaign prior to Milton Feld’s return 
from Kansas City. It stressed. Jimmy Durante, borrowed comic from 
Metro, above both George Cohan and Claudette Colbert. 








After 21 days on the train with Gov. Roosevelt, Charles Pettijohn got 
back to the Hays headquarters to find Will Hays getting ready to move 
Indiana for Hoover. Pettijohn told everyone in and around the office 
that the Hoosiers are lost to Hoover, making it clear at the same time 
that the statement was made with all deference to his departing boss, 





Formal legal recognition of the Hays-Horwitz pact, involving protece 
tion and admission relations of the major circuits ana 81 indie theatres 
in Cleveland, will be announced this week. Hays lawyers say that at 
the same time the case, which has been on the Federal Court docket for 
a year, will be officially discontinued. 





Motion picture supply houses, hard hit by the almost total cessation 
of building, are looking to a revival of activity in their field through 
anticipated necessity of new equipment for theatres. During the past 
two years theatres have spent little, compared to other days, in replace- 
ment of seats and other theatre material. 





Major studio got an idea for a feature from a travel short, made by 
another company, and sent an expedition to the same locale to get 
background footage. When the film was released, some critics said 
the background was taken from the short, although the second company 
spent $51,000 to get its own scenes. 


Major companies have ruled against studio wholesaling stills of their 
stars and directors to dealers who would sel] them directly to the public. 
Decision to make the ruling general came after ‘Hollywood Movie Album, 


an outside company, sought to buy stills to retail. 
& ' 





By Oct. 15 Warner Bros. must decide whether Roscoe Arbuckle is to 
make 11 additional shorts for the company as well as a feature. War- 
ners’ first two-reeler, made by Arbuckle at the Vitaphone plant, Brook- 
lyn, as yet untitled, is now being edited. 





After RKO had agreed to experiment with the five-day work plan for 
operators in the booth, the plan was suddenly kayoed. The swingmen 
or substitutes submitted by the unions in one theatre were so income 
petent as to run a reel backward on one occasion. 





Denying an ERPI financing, E. W. Hammons, for Educational and 
Worldwide, makes known that a $1,500,000 credit had been underwritten 


hi, 


for his companies, for '32-'33, by Whitehall Trust Co. of England, Hud-” 


son Bay Co. and Dillon- Reid. 


‘ 





Deal whereby Walter Futter was to assemble some African stuff taken 
by Gary Cooper, and to be released through Paramount, has fallen 
through. 





Hays office last week received official notification that working crities, 
cameramen and reporters can gain admission to amusement events tax 
free, 





In order to obtain better representation for its Radio procuct, RKO 
may go into houses in strategic spots, probably in a number of towns 





which the chain now does not penetrate, 

teports that Loew's is to take over the Capitol, Cincinnati, can’t 
obtain as RKO has it under lease. RKO also holds the Metro film 
franchise 
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Plays on 


Broadway 





VANITIES 


Tenth edition of Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities,’ 
Opening at the Broadway, N. Y., Sept. 27, 
at $6.60, with $3.85 top thereafter. Dialog 
by Jack McGowan; dialog staged by Edgar 
MacGregor; music and lyrics mostly by 
Harold Arien and Ted Koehler; ballets by 
Gluck Sandor; dances, Ned McGurn; addi- 
tional dialog, Eugene Conrad; settings and 
costumes, Vincente Minnelli; 
Mme. Arlington; technical direction, W. 
Oden Waller; orchestrations by Edward B. 
Powell; Ray Kavanaugh’s band. Other 
credits for songs, scenes or effects to Ray- 
mond Peck, Ethel Shannon Jackson, Stew- 
art C. Whitman, Prof. Max Teuber, Sidney 
Clare, Charles Tobias and Peter Tinturin, 
Edward Heyman and Richard Meyers, 
Wie.dhaas, Charles and Henry Tobias and 
Haven Gillespie. 

Imported talent includes Andre Randall, 
Edwin Styles, Will Fyffe, Keith Clark, 
Andre Renaud, Max Wall and 16 Helen 
Jackson Girls. 

American featured talent includes Helen 
Broderick, Milton Berle, Lillian Shade, 
Harriet Hoctor, John Hale, Josephine Hus- 
ton, Lester Crawford, Beryl Wallace, Earl 
Christie, Marcelle Edwards, Ted Wilson, 
Andy Costello. 

‘Vanities’ girls: Nelda Kincaid, Vivian 
Keefer, Flo Ward, Fle Johnson, Dolores 
Grant, Agatha Hoff, Betty Sundmark, 

Rodionoff, Ida Michaels, Gay Or- 
lova, Lydia Resh, Betty Dell, Clare Carter, 
Evelyn Crowell, Evelyn Kelly, Ann 
Taranda, Ann Howard, Helen Callahan, 
Martha Mackay, Evelyn Goslyn, Marion 
Volk, Audrey Arlington, Louise Estes, 
Hazel Nevin, Rosalie Fromson, Fay Lytell, 
Olive McLay, Helene Marano, Barbara 
Rand, Ruth Mann, Billy Joyce. 


Elizabeth Deignan, Patricia Roe, Sybil 
Elaine Krinney, Hilda Regal, Katheryn 
Becker, Sylvia P. Brown, Kathaleen 


Gaughran, Cora Joyce Melnick, Betty Ann 
Pulis, Jacqueline Mousette, Peggy Hunter, 
Renee Goldberg, Phylis Ann _ Slattery, 
Elinor Keenan, Ruth Snyder, Mazie Gibson, 
Hazel Brandt, 





10th edition of the 
‘Vanities’ is just another revue. 
Quite apparantly these 1932 
days of conservatism, with one eye 
to the reduced tap at the box office 
and the other on the budget, has 
had its negative effect. Nothing as 
lavish about the latest ‘Vanities’ as 
has been the recent standard. 


an 

There are times when the show is 
quite dull. There’s much more 
promise in the programmed com- 
mentaries which herald certain 
scenes and players than what ulti- 
mately eventuates. 

That this edition is ‘clean’ is as 
much to the impresario’s credit as 
his obvious international search for 
talent from England and the Conti- ; 
nent, which enterprise, however, 
unfortunately doesn’t quite begin to 
compare with a seasoned Helen 
Broderick, a Harriet Hoctor or a 
Milton Berle. The latter, while yet 
to establish himself as a revue 
comic, knows his Broadway tempos 
better than Messieurs Andre Ran- 
dall, Andre Renaud and Keith Clark 
(the latter a Parisian despite the 
handle), or Messrs. Will Fyffe, Max 
Wall, Edwin Styles, et al. That the 
customers, furthermore, went for 
what little spice Mr. Carroll saw 
fit to purvey is also something else 
again. 

Fyffe, the Scot comedian, whose 

antics are known full well to the 
variety regulars, particularly to 
patrons of the Palace, had his in- 
nings. 
_ Andre Randall, an ambidextrous, 
multi-lingual comic who’s been a 
standard in the Folies Bergere 
(Paris) revues these past several 
seasons (most latterly in London, 
in ‘Bow Bells’), was willing enough, 
but somehow didn’t click with what 
was allotted him. He’s a Basque 
whose Anglo-Saxon surname was 
probably a professional interna- 
tional gesture to the visiting Lon- 
doners and Americans who take in 
the Folies Bergere revues regularly 
during their Paris sojourns. In 
Paris M. Randall can always be re- 
lied upon to utilize his linguistic ac- 
complishments, particularly in Eng- 
lish, so that the already unsubtle 
blackouts in the Paris revue house 
are totally divested of any mystery. 
He did one of those French-English- 
German - Spanish - Russian scenes, 
among others, but being a comedian 
who must abide by scene or situa- 
tion, he didn’t acquit himself as sig- 
nally as Fyffe, who has his own 
conception of things; or Renaud, 
whose ambidextrous piano-playing 
on two grands depend nought on 
libretto, or Clark, who has his own 
cigaret routine a la Cardini, etal. 

Similarly, the London-exported 
Edwin Styles doesn’t ever prove 
just why this ‘sophisticated star of 
many London successes’ is a dis- 
tinct novelty to the American the- 
atregoer. His personality § and. 
charm have won him a high place 
on the English stage, accoraing to 
the program notes. By the same 
token the Busterwestish Max Wall 
(‘the first appearance in New York 
of London’s most popular dancing 
pantomimist,’ says another of the 
program’s superlative footnotes) is 
independent of book or score for his 
acro-dantics. , 

Ray Kavanaugh in the pit with 
his band, now something of a ‘Vani- 
ties’ institution himself, led off into 
a Cafe de la Paix scene with ‘My 
Darling,’ one of the show's plug 
tunes duetted by John Hale and 
Josephine Huston, who handie the 


Carroll's 


straight singing assignments 
throughout. 
The ‘Celebrated Helen Jackson 


Girls’ (who, says the program again, 
are ‘conceded to be the world’s most 
famous group of precision dancers; 
they have been the reigning success 
of London, Paris and Berlin; this is 


executed by | 


their first appearance in America’), 
! follow with concerted hoofing. Their 
foreign capital achievements are 
historical fact and not disputed, but 
it’s no georgemcohaning to insist 
that the Capitol theatre or Para- 
mount troupes can do as well, and 
better, besides having a pulchritud- 
inous advantage of lissomeness and 
eye-appeal, according to American 
standards. Rather nicer looking 
than the average English troupe, 
they're still a bit stocky. Their 
high-kick stuff can’t help but re- 
mind of the old-time terpology. 

The revue proceeds with a suc- 
cession of introductories of Lillian 
Shade, Randall, Styles, Broderick, 
Berle and Fyffe, followed by the 
girls—32 tall’'ns and 16 ponies—with 
Miss Huston again vocally handling 
‘Along Came Love’ nicely. 

Wall, dancing pantomimist, got 
something, although the Buster- 
westish reminder was here estab- 
lished. 

The Parisian Keith Clark with his 
lighted ciggie routine follows a cou- 
ple of scenic effects, including a 
gardenia swing and a_ luminous 
maypole (‘this is the first use of a 
cold light on the stage,’ explains the 
program, which also credits Stewart 
Cc. Whitman). A film star’s last per- 
sonal appearance on a funeral bier 
was the subject of another scene of 
comedy intent. 

Renaud followed with his two- 
piano manipulation, both Sohmers 
being placed at an angle as he strad- 
dles a stool to perform simultane- 
ously on both. It’s the same effect 
as if he played forte on one piano, 
chiefly playing bass on the left- 
hand instrument and carrying the 
melody with the major hand. Inci- 
dentally, the very fetching ‘Love Is 
My Inspiration’ was composed by 
Renaud to Ted Koehler’s lyrics, lat- 
ter and Harold Arlen writing most 
of the revue’s songs. 

A Joe Miller comedy scene was 
nicely handled by Berle, Styles and 
Miss Shade, credited to Jack Mur- 
ray ‘and everybody’ for authorship. 
The hospital blackout got a laugh. 
Miss Shade in a dolorous ‘I’ve Got a 
Right to Sing the Blues’ exposition 
was impressively backed up by 
Beryl Wallace, Marcelle Edwards 
and a blues ballet. Berle and Les- 
ter Crawford (who contributed in 
several other skits in a modest 
manner), and Styles-Fyffe garnered 
a couple of laughs, as did Miss 
Broderick with her saucy ‘telegram’ 
blackout. Fyffe’s ‘intebriate’ spe- 
cialty registered. 

‘Cabinet of Dr. X’ had a nance tag, 
and John Strauss’ ‘Blue Danube’ 
waltz finale proved itself still a 
great tune. That that’s the hit of 
the show gives an idea. Harriet 
Hoctor here registered with her 
usually expert balleting, although 
the stereopticon effect of billowy 
clouds, etc., wasn’t quite what it 
should be. 

‘Take Me Away,’ a tune by Sidney 
Clare-Chas. Tobias-Peter Tinturin, 
which already has been heard on 
the air, will be among those to en- 
joy an ether vogue. Miss Hutton 
handled it nicely, with John Hale 
and Betty Sunmark assisting in a 
mirror fol-de-rol. 

The mystic tree which conjures up 
femmes reposing in the branches re- 
minded of a ‘Folies Bergere’ revue 
scene of three years ago, as did 
Randall’s ensuing ‘Love in Five 
Languages.’ 

Among the other highlights were 
Berle’s mike-razzing specialty, Miss 
Hoctor’s grim ‘raven’ ballet dance, 
and Fyffe’s ‘engineer.’ 

In all numbering 60 scenes, the 
new ‘Vanities’ is not a particularly 
brilliant blending of the elements 
which in the past distinguished the 
Carrollian opera. It’s all of the same 
even tenor, sartorially, scenically 
and novelly a pleasant but not dis- 
tinctive melange of the components 
that contribute to a wow click. 

It'll disappoint those who come to 
see a possible runner-up to a Chev- 
alier in a Monsieur Randall and dis- 
cover that Berle, Broderick, Hoctor, 
Shade, et al., from the Harlem and 
the Bronx, as the program vouch- 
safes, eclipse the importees from the 
British and the Continental capi- 
tals. 

A trench system of mikes makes 
the aural factor easy at this long- 
ish auditorium. It doesn’t over-am- 


(Continued on page 46) 


GRIPS GET RETROACTIVE 
PAY CUT ALL AT ONCE 


New wage scale for stage hands 
which approximates a 10% cut 
was retroactive to Sept. 1, and in 


those Proadway theatres open last 
week, crew pay envelopes were slim 
because of the deductions. 

There were two exceptions, how- 
ever, both Sam H. Harris shows. 
That manager refused to take the 
kick-back from deckhands with ‘Of 
Thee I Sing’ at the Music Box and 
‘Here Today’ at the Barrymore. 

Crews of both houses sent mes- 
sages of thanks to Harris for the 
gesture. The deduciions would have 
amounted to about $500. 











SNOOTY BEVERLY HILLS 
GIVES EXCLUSIVE PLAY 


Beverly Hills, Oct. 3. 
High hat dramatics for an exclu- 
sive clientele was tried out for one 


night last week by the Little Thea- 
tre of Beverly Hills, and proved so 
successful the semi-pro theatrical 
group is planning another such pro- 
ductien. 

‘Wedding Bells,’ first produced in 
1919, was staged on a side porch of 
Mrs. Richard Fudger’s’ Beverly 
Hills mansion, where it was sur- 
rounded with all the swank of a 
real social event. Although tickets 
were $1, there was no public sale of 
the ducats, the affair drawing a 
hand-plucked audience. 

Between the acts, debutantes 
served chocolate to the chilly 
‘guests,’ the play having been 
staged outdoors. 

Only low-down detail of the party 
was the presence of a candid cam- 
eraman. 

Oliver Hinsdell, in 
Metro’s coaching school, directed 
the Salisbury Fields play, using 
among other professionals two play- 
ers from his group, James Bush and 
Gertrude Michael. 


BUCHANAN SHOW GOES 
IN MAJESTIC AT $5.50 


Alex A. Aarons and Vinton Freed- 
ley have booked their forthcoming 
musical show starring Jack Bu- 
chanan into the Majestic, where it 
is due at Christmas. Plans call for 
the show to have a $5.50 top, only 
attraction so priced this season. 

Majestic, a large capacity theatre, 
has been long dark. It is of the 
trio of theatres turned back by the 
Shubert receivers, the other houses 
being the Royale and Masque. Con- 
cern that technically owned the 
three is in receivership itself, with 
John Golden a co-receiver. Latter 
leased the Royale and opens it this 
week with ‘When Ladies Meet.’ 


No Musician Contracts 
Till Legits Are Probed 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 


Because of the shaky financial 
setup of many legit-musical ven- 
tures, Musicians local, No. 47, has 
passed a rule that all leaders or 
contractors must report any the- 
atre engagement to E. L. Smith, 
business representative, at least 
three days before the job is to start. 
Those failing to do so will be pen- 
alized. Order is to enable Smith 
to investigate the responsibility of 
producers, and secure cash bonds or 
other guarantee of salary payment. 
Board of directors declared Walter 
Beebo, booking agent, unfair, alleg- 
ing that he offered to pay less than 
scale for studio sideline work. 


Hudson Gets Cut-Rater 


The Hudson suddenly switched 
with the leasing of the house to 
J. J. Leventhal and O. E. Wee. Lat- 
ter are presenting a revival of 
‘That’s Gratitude’ at the Waldorf 
which will get a revival of ‘The 
Great Lover,’ ‘Gratitude’ moving to 
the Hudson, Latter show has been 
getting by through cut rates. 

The theatre is owned by the Im- 
migrant Savings Bank, which took 
back the house through foreclosure 
from Mrs. H. B. Harris last season. 
Bank appointed Harry Askin as 
manager. Deal with Leventhal and 
Wee reported to have been made 
without Askin’s knowledge. Askin 
and Hugh Ford recently opened 
and closed ‘The Budget’ at the house 
and planned another show there, 
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Marcus Co.’s Big 1,900 
Mile Jump for Road Tour 


The Marcus show, finished with 
Paramount bookings and expanded 
to roadshow proportions, leaves 
Newport, R. I, Wednesday (5) for 
Dallas. With a complement of 59 
people, the jump of 1,900 miles, is 
claimed something of a record for 
a troupe of equal size. 

Jumps from coast to coast have 
not been unusual in the past, but 
such movements were made with 
smaller companies. The Marcus 
show using three sleepers and two 
baggae cars will travel.as a special 
train from Chicago to Dallas. 





ment rate is $1 per line.. This is 


of the legits. 


to offer similar terms. 


finger. 


Peggy Fears, the presenter, 


with other spots disappointing. 


hill. 


on the road. 


But Weber is not discouraged. 
into rehearsal immediately. 


out there. 


on the ground that if the players 


was granted, 


for matinee tickets in the Hub. 


on the level. 


With a Load of Mischief.’ 


a smaller part. 


advertisers if guaranteeing 50,000 lines annually. 
Only provision to the latter is that the smaller directory 
ad shall run on the days when extra space is used. 

Another stipulation is that extra space legit users use at least 100 
lines weekly over an agreed period. 
that is no other paper shall receive greater lineage. 
the 35% cut a yearly contract was required. 
‘American’s’ Sunday rate of $1.50 a line stands 
as is regardless of space used by legits. 


suddenly decided to aHot the tickets himself. 
were those sent first string critics of the dailies. 
editors and columnists understood to have been included in the recall. 
Tickets were regularly. distributed by the press department which has 
Arthur Levy, formerly p.a. for the late David Belasco, in charge. 
was considerable confusion over the order but no explanation. 


take their claims to court rather than to the commission, 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Movement to encourage legit shows to use extra space ads in New 
York's dailies has been started by the ‘American’ which offers a rate of 
65 cents per line on all insertions of 100 lines or more. 





Regular amuse- 
the same proposition given pictursa 
No guarantee required 


‘American’ wants maximum copy, 
Heretofore to obtain 
Other papers are expected 





A workmen’s compensation award to Gean T. Wilson, 21-year-old 
dancer-actor, for permanent injury to a finger suffered during a per- 
formance of ‘Lysistrata’ at the 44th Street theatre, New York, in October, 
1930, has been affirmed by the New York Appellate Division. Wilson 
hurt his finger when he tripped over a spear he was carrying. 

He was awarded $643 by the State Industrial Board on the finding of 
a referee that he had suffered a permanent, partial loss of the use of the 
The Columbia Casualty Company, insurer of the Philadelphia 
Theatre association, owner of the 44th Street theatre, appealed the case. 





First night tickets sent the press for ‘Nona,’ opening at the Avon 
tonight, were recalled by orders from A. C, Blumenthal, husband of 
Reason was not clear, other than Blumey 


Only ducats not included 
Tickets sent dramatic 


There 





‘Cynara’ is faring poorly on the road. Chicago engagement only fair 
It is the only last season success that 
has fared badly out of town so far this new season. 
Broadway smash, but did well enough for the Shubert receivers. 

Show was jumped from Cincinnati to Newark, stands like”*St. Louis 
and Kansas City being cancelled. It will go subscription at the Plymouth, 
Boston, for two weeks with other eastern time to follow. 
will probably be much shorter than anticipated. 


‘Cynara’ was not a 


But the tour 





Lawrence Weber, young as the season may be, is already climbing up 
Thus far Weber has brought in ‘Man Who Reclaimed His Head,’ 
an expensively staged piece which folded Saturday night (1) after a 
slim run, and had ‘Manhattan Medley,’ another trickily staged show, out 
‘Medley’ had to be called off last week after a couple of 
weeks on the road and in the box for plenty. 

He is ready to launch his third play 





Young Coast attorney gummed up the chances of his clients to collect, 
through the state labor commission, wages due on a musical that folded 
He persisted in butting in during the hearing and finally 
announced that he was representing several of the actors. 

The attorney for the other side then asked for a dismissal of the claims 


could afford a lawyer they should 
His motion 





Business of ‘Reunion in Vienna’ in Boston showed a particular demand 


A five-line ad in the amusement section of the Boston ‘Transcript’ was 
placed by a woman playgoer seeking two tickets for a mat. 
teaser has been used before but in this instance it appears to have been 
Rate is 50 cents per line, so it cost the advertiser $2.50. 
plus whatever a spec may have charged over the b. o. 


This type of, 





Washington dramatic critics are still boiling over press sheets recently 
issued in a new attempt to sell ‘Flame of Mexico.’ 

Show opened here last spring and was severely panned. Sheets, how- 
ever, are extremely laudatory having picked up advance notices instead 
of reviews and placed critics’ names over them, 





It isn’t often that father and son are found in a small-cast show of 
class pretension, but it’s so with Hugh and John Buckler in ‘The Man 


Hugh Buckler, the father, plays opposite Jane Cowl while John has 





A. C. Blumenthal has 55% of ‘Ol’ Man Satan,’ the colored opus which 
was due to open at the Forrest, N. Y., last night (Mon.). 





JACK HALEY TRIPLES 


Must Fulfill 3 Contracts for Show, 
Film Feature, and Shorts 








Jack Haley is in the peculiar po- 
sition of being bounded on three 
sides by contracts. His obligations 
include shorts for Warners in the 
east, a feature for Universal on the 
Coast and as the principal male in 
the revised DeSylva-Schwab 
‘Humpty-Dumpty’ now tentatively 
titled ‘Two’s Company.’ 

Haley does his final WB two- 
reeler this week but arrangements 
have been agreed upon by DeSylva- 
Schwab and Junior Laemmle where- 
by the comic can do the show on 
the stipulation that U give the play 
management four weeks’ advance 
notice as to when the studio will 
require Haley’s presence west. 





Trying Dallas Stock 


Dallas, Oct. 3. 

Showhouse, legit, reopens Oct. 6 
as the Uptown, stand’s third mon- 
icker within three years. Meredith 
Cramer, who's’ backing current 
stock try, hopes to stick 30 weeks 
with a 40-$1 scale and two-bit mats. 
Started advance ducat sale with 7- 
for-5 bargain. 

Cast includes Edith Ketchum, 
Camella Griffith, Alexander Camp- 
bell, Betty Hanna, Bob Linden, 
Frank McNellis, Dorothy Simpson, 
Frank Roberts. John McKee di- 





recting. 





DETROIT BREAK-IN FOR 
MRS. LEBLANG’S ‘TRUTH’ 


‘Tell Her The Truth,’ the new 
musical sponsored by Mrs. Joe Le- 
blang, will try out in Detroit. It 
was claimed other new shows 


jammed up the nearer-by bookings, 
necessitating the jump prior to the 
premiere at the Cort late this month, 

Show is the London musical ver< 
sion of the farce ‘Nothing But The 
Truth’ which was presented here 
under the title of ‘Yes, Yes, Yevette’ 
by the late Harry Frazee. English 
version has an entirely different 
score, 








Reading Shriners’ Theatre 
Booking Road Attractions 


Reading, Pa., Oct. 3. 


Wilmer & Vincent did not renew 
10-year lease on the Rajah theatre, 
owned by Rajah Temple, Mystic 
Shriners, and the Shriners will op< 
erate it themselves, with the gov= 
erning board of the temple as supere 
visors. William O. Heckman, vet- 
eran Reading and York, Pa., man- 
ager, to operate the house. 

Heckman will open with ‘Choco- 
late Soldier,’ Oct. 10. Lillian Gish 
in ‘Camille,” Walter Hampden in 
‘Cyrano’ and others are booked to 
follow. 
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Yiddish Theatre Drifting Avway 
From 2d Ave.; 


Only two Yiddish theatres on 
Second avenue this year, as opposed 
to the usual half dozen, although 
there are seven Yiddish theatrical 
troupes working in the Metropoli- 
tan area. All seven companies 
opened their seasons Saturday night 
(1) in accordance with the general 
custom of starting Yiddish the- 
atrical seasons immediately at the 
conclusion of Yiddish New Year 
holidays. 

Only Second avenue houses occu- 
pied currently are the Folks and the 
National theatres. Maurice Schwartz, 
in his return to Second avenue, is 
heading a company at the Folks, the 
theatre having been vacated at the 
end of last season by Molly Picon’s 
going off on a world tour. Schwartz 
is appearing.in a new play titled 
*Yoshe Kalb.’ 

At the National is a musical com- 
edy headed by Isa Kremer, concert 
ginger of folk songs. Piece is called 
‘Song of the Ghetto.’ 

Other theatres that opened at the 
game time are Jenie Goldstein’s 
company at the Prospect, Bronx; 
Boris Tomashefsky’s troupe at the 
Gayety, Brooklyn: Misha and Lucy 
German with their troupe at the 
Liberty, Brooklyn, and stock at the 
Lyric and Hopkinson, both Brooklyn. 


ASHTON STEVENS, JESS 
KRUEGER OFF CHI ‘AM.’ 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 


Dropping by the Chi ‘American’ of 
Ashton Stevens, dean of the Windy 
City’s dramatic critics, and a first 
night figure for the last 20 years, 
as official dramatic commentator 
for the Hearst p. m. sheet, is re- 
garded locally as a forerunner to the 
oft-rumored merger of the ‘Herald- 
Examiner’ and the ‘American.’ 
Both are Hearst papers, afternoon 
and morning respec. 

With Stevens was dropped Jess 
Krueger, theatrical columnist, only 
about a year on the ‘American.’ 

If and when the merger eventu- 
ates, the combined sheet will prob- 
ably be styled the ‘Herald-Ameri- 
ean. Merged papers will probably 
have all day editions, otherwise the 
total elimination of the Hearst 
paper from the a. m. field would 
leave a clear morning to the Chi 
‘Trib.’ 

Recently a single art and photo- 
graphic department was established 
to serve both Hearst papers at 
which time the probabilites of a 
merger arose. 

Stevens is now in New York at 
the Algonquin hotel, where he was 
awaiting the advent of W. R. Hearst. 
With that publisher’s minor opera- 
tion in Cleveland today. Stevens 
may go to tnat city to confer with 
him, as it’s not unlikely the veteran 
dramatic critic may be retained by 
the merged newspapers. 











New ‘Crocus’ Delay 


Sudden illness of Francis Lederer, 
British actor, has delayed the trip 
to New York of Basil Dean who 
had intended starting local produc- 
tion of ‘Autumn Crocus’ with Led- 
erer starring, by the end of Septem- 
ber. Now expected Dean won't be 
able to get going before the end of 
October. 

‘Crocus’ was a long run smash 
in London and has been promised to 
New York for more than a year, 
but has always been postponed, 
waiting for Lederer who handled 
the London lead. 





TESTING DAYTON 
Dayton, O., Oct. 3. 

One legitimate attraction, Walter 
Hampden in ‘Cyrano,’ has been 
booked for a single night, Oct. 13, 
at the Vietory, former legit house, 
which went films two years ago. 

The house’s picture contracts al- 
low one and two-night substitutions 
with legit attractions about 12 times 
during the season. Further bookings 
depend on response to Hampden. 
Last season the house had but one 
legit attraction, Maude Adams, for 
One performance. 





Woods’ Shipman Play 
A. H. Woods’ newest try will be 
with a Sam Shipman play, ‘The 
Mighty Weak.’ Production may go 
into rehearsal within a week or so. 
Harold Winston wil) stage. 








‘ 
Murray East on ‘Crazy 
. De —_ . 
Quilt’; Warner with Him 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Bud Murray has left for New 
York to stage the dances in Billy 
Rose’s new ‘Crazy Quilt Revue.’ 
It is the first eastern trip in four 
years. 

Accompanying him is Franklyn 
Warner who will seek an eastern 
production of his musical, ‘Oh, Su- 
sanna,’ which he staged here two 
years ago. During Murray’s ab- 
sence his wife, Gladys, will eonduct 
his school. 





N. Y. Times Leases 
The Little Theatre; 
Ames Quits Show Biz 


The New York ‘ Times’ has 
leased the Little theatre, a 530- 
seater on 44th street, which will 
continue to offer legit shows. House 
was built by Winthrop Ames and 


sold by him te Adolph Ochs, pub- 
lisher of the daily about a year ago. 
Ames, former prominent showman, 
severed his last connection with the 
stage and Broadway, last Satur- 
day when he relinquished contro) 
of the Booth. Little will be ope- 
rated by Martha McAllister, general 
manager for Arthur Beckhard, who 
entered the managerial field with 
‘Another Language.’ 

Because of congested 43rd street 
the Liberty property was acquired 
by the ‘Times’ with the idea of 
razing it and building a more fit- 
ting entrance to the publication of- 
fices. Because of the depression 
Ochs has set back the building pro- 
gram’ indefinitely and the Little 
may continue for several seasons 
more, 

The Booth is owned by Lee Shu- 
bert, Samuel Untermyer and the 
estate of Andrew Freedman, who 
likewise are partners in the own- 
ership of the 44th Street, Shubert, 
Broadhurst and Plymouth. First 
two houses were leased to the Shu- 
bert Theatre Corporation but the 
receivers disaffirmed the leases. 
Lease on the Booth was held joint- 
ly by Ames and Lee Shubert, but 
the former was the operator with- 
out ‘nterference. Although’ the 
house was steadily profitable, Ames 
refused to renew the lease, hav- 
ing been ill for more than a year. 

With the Booth back to Shubert 
Saturday there was almost a com- 
plete change of personnel, includ- 
ing heads of departments. back 
stage. Only employee retained is 
Peggy Collins in the box office. Ar- 
thur Mester who represented Ames 
at the Booth will manage the Lit- 
tle for the ‘Times.’ Change in con- 
trol of the Booth, however, will not 
affect the run of the current at- 
traction ‘Another Language.’ 








Winninger Leaves ‘Boat’ 


For Radio; Kent Replaces | 


Billy Kent succeeds Charles Wil- 
ninger in ‘Show Boat’ at the Casino, 
New York, this week. 

Winninger is forced out by his 
new Maxwell House Coffee ‘Show 
Boat’ radio program, which goes on 
the air Oct. 6. 

Winninger’s 5'2-week contract 
with Maxwell House calls for star 
billing above the new NBC com- 
mercial’s 67 other cast members. His 
first broadcast will be Oct. 6. 

Conflicting time prevented dou- 
bling. 





Bee Lillie Maybe 


Negotiations were on early this 
week which may land Beatrice 
Lillie in the cast of ‘Forward 
March,’ the Brown and Henderson 
musical. Original plan of the pro- 
ducers was a show without names. 

Show opens in Pittsburgh Oct. 17. 
Additions to the cast are Eric Cow- 
ley and Hugh Herbert. 





Dillingham-Gordon Play 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Charles Dillingham this winter 
will produce a new play by Leon 
Gordon, ‘Undesirable Lady.’ Gor- 
don is now at Metro. 
Script will first undergo revisions 
suggested by the producer. 


' 
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New Season Opens. 
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Getting Used to It 





Chicago, Oct. 3. 

DeWolf Hopper after 60 odd 
years on the stage was subject 
to one of those conventional 
interviews over the radio. Ed- j 
die Cavanaugh at WIBO asked 
Hopper: 

‘And how do you like being | 





on the stage?’ 

Despite the microphone be- 
ing on, Hopper’ exploded: 
‘That's the silliest question I 
was ever asked.’ ' 


CANTOR’S VAUDE-REVUE 
TWICE DAILY ON B’WAY 


Eddie Cantor is due east about 
Nov. 1. He wiH head his own 
vaudeville revue along the lines of 
the shows at the Palace and War- 
ners Hollywood, Broadway. Cantor 
rejected several] legit starring . of- 
fers lately. 

Plan calls for Cantor to play 
twice daily. Expected stay in New 
York about two months, with a 
month in Chicago and two weeks in 
other major keys, 

Benny Holzman will be Cantor’s 
general manager leaving the pub- 
licity field for a spell. Cantor will 
return to Hollywood next spring. 


Packaud Passes Buck 
On Guarantee Clam 


Montreal, : Oct. 3. 


Frank Gillmore, of Equity, ap- 
peared here in court on behalf of 
Robert Lorraine who is suing M. 
Packaud for contract breach. The 
actor headed an English company 
which revived ‘The Father’ last 
season in New York and was guar- 
anteed a: five weeks’ engagement 
here, 

Only two weeks were played. 
Packaud contended he acted in 
good faith for Consolidated The- 
atres and although he owns stock 
in that enterprise, it is a limited 
liability concern and he should not 
be held responsible. Lorraine 
claims $6,000 is due him. Decision 
was reserved. 


























Giveaway to Promote 
Subscription Nucleus 


Ottumwa, Ia., Oct. 3. 


Serving as an introduction to the 
Don and Mazie Dixon Co., stock, 
opening at the Grand at 10 and 25, 
the Ottumwa (lIa.) ‘Courier’ and 
merchants capitalized on the event, 
using a full page spread to intro- 
duce members of the company. 
Seven merchants took ad space on 
the page. 

The feature was offer of a free 
guest ticket, each merchant having 
30 ducats to give away to the first 
30 phoning. List of first 50 phoning 
was taken with the first 30 called 
back to get tickets, 

Total of 210 tickets were given 
with the lists kept for future refer- 
ence and as possible patron list for 
future attractions. 


Berlins Sail 


Irving Berlin ts practically going 
for the ride only on the S.S. Bremen 
sailing Oct. 1 with his wife, as he 
will be gone a fortnight only. Part- 
ly vacash and partly biz, as Berlin 
wants to finish up on some tunes 
for a new musical production idea 
he has. 

Moss Hart is doing the script and 
Sam H. Harris will produce, being 
the same combo as on ‘Face the 
Music.’ 


UPSTATE BOOKINGS 
Rochester, Oct. 3. 
English farce comedy, ‘Tell Her 
the Truth,’ will have American pre- 
miere at the Lyceum theatre Oct. 
14-15. Andrew Toombes and Lil- 
lian Gahagen featured. 











toying with for about a year. 





Lillian Gish in ‘Camille’ scheduled 
for Oct. 21-22 with ‘Mourning Be- 
comes Electra,’ ‘Counsellor-at-Law’ 
and Amelia Earhart following. | 
Largest fall lineup for the local 
stage in five years. 





Broun Revue Contrtbs 
Albert Deane and Jay Gorney are 
collaborating on sketches for Hey- 
wood Broun’s new revue, ‘Heaven 
Help Us.’ 
Deane ig an executive in Para- 
mount’s foreign department, 





lanother 48th street house. 





25 Legit Pieces in Preparation 
As Producers Sense Improvement 





Bela Blau’s ‘Mad Hopes’ 
Set for Prompt Start 


Bela Blau is getting ready to cast 
‘Mad Hopes,’ play which he has been 
Early 
last summer he produced the play in 
Hollywood for test purposes, with 
the cast at that time including Billie 
Burke and the late Peg Entwistle. 

Blau has been holding off the New 
York showing of the play pending a 
hope that Billie Burke would play it 
here, and is now awaiting a final 
word from here, but is ready to start 
casting within a week even if Miss 
Burke decides against doing it. 


Blumentha! Supposed 
Backer of New Group 
Rival to Met. Opera 


Metropolitan Opera company will 
have opposition in New York this 
season by a fusion group of former 
Met and Chicago Opera members 
who are being formed into a com- 
pany. Proposal is for the troupe to 
put on opera in a big time fashion 
at the Casino Theatre, with the 
story in musical circles to the effect 
that A. C. Blumenthal will put up 
most of the necessary cash. 

Paul Longone is the moving spirit 
behind the organization of the new 
troupe and is telling people whom 
he is propositioning that Jeritza, 
John Charles Thomas, Tito Ruffo, 
Mario Chamlee, Onegin and several 
other prominent opera stars have 
already signified their intention of 
joining, Jeritza headed a group of 
singers that quarrelcd with the Met 
bitterly at the end of last season, 
the squabble landing in the dailies, 

Also set for the group %% Hope 
Hampton, whose husband, Jules 
Brulatour, makes it plain that he 
has no personal financial interest in 
the venture. 

Moranzoni, former leader of the 
Chicago Civic Opera, it is under- 
stood will head the list of conduc- 
tors for the new venture. 

Plan is to give five shows a week 
at $3.50 top. 











Vienna, Sept. 15. 

Since Maria Jeritza could net 
come to terms with Metropolitan 
Opera, she will refrain from ap- 
pearing on the operatic stage in the 
United States this season and will 
do a concert tour instead. 

Fifty or sixty recitals in various 
big cities throughout the States are 
on her schedule. With a view toa 
possible future engagement to Met- 
ropolitan, she has promised not to 
sing any of her operatic arias, 


5th Ave. Art Museum 
Has Drama Exhibit 


John Wenger, legit stage design- 
er, has been asked by the Museum 
of the City of New York to con- 
tribute several of his stage de- 
signs for the permanent theatre ex- 
hibit at that museum. He has an 
exhibit of paintings currently at 
the Montross Gallery, most of the 
pictures inspired by the theatre. 

Wenger has designed sets for a 
number of musicals in New York, 
as well as backgrounds for nearly 
all the Broadway picture houses. 
He also did the sets for one pic- 
picture, ‘Paramount On Parade, 











Herndon Show Snagged 


‘Belmont Varieties’ vaudeville re- 
vue that opened at the Belmont 
Wednesday (28) failed to give a 


performance Sunday night as 
scheduled. Bankroll trouble the 
reason. Actors were verbally en- 


gaged, all to receive a percentage of 
the gross. Stage hands and mu- 
sicians were paid, but there was no 
split to the players. 

Understood show may reopen at 
Richard 
Herndon sponsored ‘Varieties.’ 





Jean Prontai for "Divorcee’ 


Jean Frontai goes into ‘Gay 
Divorcee’ for which rehearsals 
started yesterday (Monday). This 


is the Dwight Wiman show. 

Miss Frontai is the wife of Chic 
Chandler, of musical comedy and 
vaudeville, and has previously been 
in several plays. 
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Broadway failing to 
dramatic or 
throughout September, unprece- 
dented in modern times, showmen 
have been pondering an explanation, 
Some opinions have it that produ- 
cers have been holding back until 
after election because of the gen- 
eral business uncertainty and the 
importance the naming of a new 
president has assumed. 

Number of the established produ- 
cers are late in trotting out their 
wares, but the election appears to 
have been a secondary considera- 
tion. They wanted to see whether 
conditions were improved and re- 
cent reports of increased industrial 
activity have encouraged them to go 
into action. There are more than 
25 shows in preparation, all aimed 
for Broadway, and a number of the 
leading showmen are among the 
producers. 

Late Comers’ Handicap 

‘Waiting until election’ to bring 
shows in is regarded as a fallacy by 
some knowing managers. They 
point out that the height of the au- 
tumn season is October and No- 
vember. Election falls on Nov. 8 
this year and shows coming in at 
that time hardly figured to get the 
cream of business because after 
Thanksgiving Day (24), theatre at- 
tendance invariably droops until 
Christmas. This season, therefore, 
should see a full four weeks of pre- 
holiday dullness, Only shows that 
have become established as favor- 
ites will be likely to stand up. 

Because of the season’s virtuad 
flop start Broadway is now talking 
of the first of the year for the legit 
season to actually get into full 
stride. Only one show was defi- 
nitely carded for entrance after 
election and it was not that event 
that caused the fixing of the late 
date. This month (October) is fig- 
ured to supply dramatic fare of 
much better calibre than the Sep- 
temter entries and there certainly is 
better material in sight. 

Season’s start was not entirely 
goose-egg, for three musicals are 
rated in the money. Though none 
is a smash, there is little doubt that 
‘Flying Colors’ will stick. ‘Vani- 
ties,’ which came in last week, looks 
good for a successful, if not lengthy, 
stay and ‘Ballyhoo of 1932,’ which 
drew doubtful notices, is operating 
at some profit so far. 

The matter of admission prices 
with the new Federal tax append- 
ed may or may not be important. 
The $3 top for musicals was side- 
stepped (save for one, a_ flop, 
‘Smiling Faces’). ‘Colors’ and 
‘Vanities’ are $4.40. Any show that 
is in fair demand has a better lower 
floor call than for t..e balcony. That 
condition seems paradoxical in face 
of the downward price trend, 

Doubtful $5.50 Top 

Looks definite, however, that few 
managers will try a $5.50 top this 
season. Only show at that scale is 
the holdover ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ which 
moves to the 46th Street next Mon- 
day, where the top will be $4.40 for 
the first dozen rows. New Aarons 
& Freedley musical is to have a 
$5.50, however, according to present 
plan. 

Several non-musical attractions 
have used a $2.50 top, which, with 
the tax of 10%, is $2.75. In no case, 
however, was the show a good thing. 
One of them, ‘The Budget,’ is 
already closed, the others being 
‘Bidding High’ (panned) ‘Best 
Years,’ which is leaving, ‘Ol’ Man 
Satin,’ a colored drama and ‘Suc- 
cess Story,’ which is in doubt. The 
newer idea of the show absorbing 
the tax applies to ‘When Ladies 
Meet,’ opening this week with a 
regular top of $3 flat. Box office 
price is actually $2.73 and the tax 
is 27 cents, 

From the road latest reports in- 
dicate that legit gallery trade is 
growing. Same may apply to New 
York from now on. There are a 
fairly good number of theatres with 
galleries here. Newer and smaller 
dramatic houses are on two floors, 
but some of them are likely to be 
lost in the shuffle. 


comedy smash 


Dresser Show Dec. 5 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Opening date for ‘A Plain Man 





and His Wife,’ by Sophie Kerr, has 
been set for the Savoy, San Diego, 
on Dec. 5. Louise Dresser will be 


' starred. 


Produced by Harry Cort; Ben 


Jacksen and James Hanley. 
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.new production postponed. 


“VARIETY’S” LONDON OFFICE, 
Cable Address: VARIETY, 
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London, Sept. 23. 

After one of the worst theatrical 
seasons in years in the West End, 
due to economic conditions and an 
exceptionally hot summer, theatres 
have taken a sudden spurt and busi- 
ness is on the upgrade. Managers 
who were lingering on during the 
hot spell, figuring business will im- 
prove with the fall, are being amply 
rewarded. 

With few exceptions 
are operating at a profit. There are 
several new productions pending. 
Gilbert Miller will head the list of 
theatrical producers by having four 
shows in ‘the West End_ simul- 
taneously around the middle of No- 
vember. 


all theatres 


Estimates 

Adelphi—' Words and Music,’ Noel 
Coward's latest, looks like clean-up 
for Charles Cochran, who has thea- 
tre on rental. First week’s gross 
over $21,000, which is absolute ca- 
pacity. Libraries have made defi- 
nite 10 weeks’ deal for $14,000 per 


week. Cochran looks like. sitting 
pretty with $8,000 week income for 
months. 


Aldwych—‘Fifty-Fifty,’ doing just 
under capacity at $8,000 weekly, 


which proves Ralph Lynn even 
minus Tom Walls is definite box 
office. 


Alhambra — ‘Over the Page,’ the 
renamed Murray Anderson’s ‘Fan- 
fare,’ is holding up fairly at around 
$8,000, at which rate it is good for 
several months. Profit not big, but 
Stoll will let it stay around as he 
has nothing to follow. 

Coliseum—‘Casanova,’- after sev- 
eral losing weeks, now making 
handsome _  wprofits, with grosses 
around $20,000, but will- have to run 
at this rate for another nine months 
before it can wipe off losses and re- 
turn $200,000 invested in show. 

Criterion — ‘Musical Chairs’ was 
scheduled to close, but is _ still 
making money at around $3,600, and 


Duke of York’s—‘Grand Guignol’ 
(continuous) finishing Sept. 24, and 


has cost the .various promoters 
around $15,000. ‘Cold Blood,’ new 
dramatic show, due in around Oct. 


5, will run twice nightly, charging. 
half West End prices. Idea spon- 
sored by McQueen-Pope and Regi- 
nald Denham, who have obtained 
bankroll through -publie subscrip- 


tions, 

Gaiety—‘Party,’ new Ivor No- 
vello's play, has not gained by 
transferring from Strand theatre, 


doing around $3,600. which is about 
an even break. New revue,’ now 
touring provinces, starring Billy and 
Elsa Newell, due middle of October. 

Garrick — ‘Loyalties,’ second of 
John . Galsworthy cycle, around 
$2,000, which is slight profit, but 
keeping company employed. ‘Jus- 
tice’ scheduled to replace 29. 

Globe—‘Will You Love Me Al- 
ways” just arrived, and most un- 
likely. Now doing around $400 per 
performance. 

Haymarket — ‘Tomorrow Will Be 

(Continued on page 55) 
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Londen on on Up. Grade, Coward Piece 
$71,000, Nets $8,000; Miller to Fore 





Split Fees a Menace 


London, Sept. 24. 
‘Split commission,’ the agents’ old 
| bugbear, is a brake on the progress 
of the revival of vaudeville, and 
ta. even prove a danger. 

Lots of importations around are 
still big attractions for the West 
End, but are being deliberately held 
back due to certain agents refus- 
ing to split commissions. 

In many instances, rather than 
split on successes agents have been 
known to import acts from the Con- 
tinent totally unsuited, resulting in 
so many flops certain houses spe- 
cializing in exclusive representa- 
tions are seriously considering dis- 
posing of their exclusive representa- 
tives and opening their books to all 
comers. 


Schwarz Bros. Staging 
Vienna Beauty Revue 


Milan, Sept. 22. 
The Brothers Emilio and Arthur 
Schwarz of Vienna and celebrated 
throughout Europe, and who had a 
long run in Italy with ‘White Horse 
Inn,” are down for another tournee 
in Italy with a completely new revue 
called ‘Danubiana.’ 
It has been writtend by the elder 
brother and Luciano Ramo. In ad- 
dition to the 36 Viennese Girls of the 
Schwarz Revue Company of Vienna, 
there will be the 12 Mercerey Girls 
(half of whom are said to be Amer- 
ican). 
The American singer, Florence 
Thiess, Doris Niles of the Roxy the- 
atre ballet and Lily Sweet will like- 
wise appear, the last not being new 
to Italy. The Schwarz Revue Girls 
are selected from the best families 
of the Austrian capital, and all can 
speak several languages fluently. 
They are considered to be the most 
beautiful girls of their country. 


South Africa 


By H. HANSON 


Capetown, Sept. 4. 
Warm weather approaching. May 
pull up business, but depression and 
increased taxation will affect. 


Afritone Productions, Ltd., a pic- 
ture-making concern, has gone into 
liquidation. Cause attributed to 
overseas buyers not requiring short 
subjects, which was the main out- 
put of the company, as programs in 
England are confined to two fea- 
tures. Afritone Productions only 





In London at $1,000 


London, Sept. 24. 

Bert Howell over here to fix a 
short season for Sacha Guitry. Is 
asking guarantee of $1,000 per per- 
formance, but managements not in- 
terested. Yvonne Printemps is ab- 
sent and his new leading woman, 
Jacqueline Delnbac, is an unknown 
quantity here. 

Associated Theatre -Properties, 
who own the Cambridge, are pre- 
pared to go to $600 per performance. 

Paris, Sept. 24. 

Sacha Guitry, currently seeking 
to divorce Yvonne Printemps, is go- 
ing to London to give a series of 
lectures. He is keeping temporarily 
out of the show business in Paris, 
and on his return intends to intro- 
duce his new femme support, Jac- 
queline Delubac. 

On his’ return, Guitry, it is 
understood, will attempt to crown 
his literary ambitions by running 
for election at the Academie Fran- 
caise, a body limited to 40 members, 
for which his playwriting qualifies 


him Later on, and after Yvonne 
Printemps has vacated the Made- 
leine—where she is currently re- 


viving ‘Mozart’—Guitry will occupy 


did short films. 

Capetown has a waxworks show, 
with a chamber of horrors. Some 
years since the town had this kind 
of entertainment. 

Agitation for stringent censorship 
of film posters, due to bad impres- 
Sion around with natives and chil- 
dren, of nude figures. This is evi- 
dently a hit at American posters, as 
it is contended that British printing 
is decorous. 

Pierre De Beer, a_ well-known 
pianist and musician of Capetown, 
died August 20, aged 54. Was 
prominent as solo pianist and ac- 
companist during South African 
tours of Ben Davis, John Harrison, 


Quinlan Opera Co., Pavlowa, Leslie 
England, Maud Bell, Ivy Phillips 
and Gregor Cherniavsky. Widow 


and five children survive. 

Pogel’s circus and 
showing in Capetown. 

H. Barlow Coulthard died Aug. 30 
in Johannesburg. Was seriously ill 
two months ago and returned Aug. 
30 from a health-seeking holiday. A 
few minutes after entering his room 
he had a seizure and expired shortly 
afterwards. Was early in life con- 
nected with J. C. Williamson, and 
then for many years with African 


menagerie 








theatres. Previous to this he was 
on the staff of Darters, a well- 
| know n Capetown music store. Dur- 


ing the past five years he has been 
fete & of the Carlton hotel, Jo- 
| hannesburg, 

| Rumpred that the 


To Revival of Vaude 


Karlsruhe State | 


the completion of this, enter Canada 
at the Pacific Coast and make an 
eastward tour of the Dominion. 

Such is the intimation of Alex 
Cherniavsky, the ex-Torontonian 
impresario who is booking ‘the first 
lady of the British theatre.” Miss 
Thorndike has never before been 
seen in Canada. 


Players Must Accept 
Pay in Canada’s Coin; 
Spur to U. S. Tours 


Toronto, Oct. 3. 

Actors playing fn Canada must 
accept Canadian funds as payment 
under a new Equity ruling, details 
of which have just been received 
from Frank Gillmore by Ernest M. 
Rawley, spokesman who headed a 
protest from owners of. legitimate 
theatres from coast to coast in Can- 
ada. ' 

Last season, the discount on the 





time from 15-25%, kept American 
productions out of Canada and 
created a want that was sorely 
felt by Canadian theatre-goers. 

Under the new Equity ruling, this 
should attract an increased number 
of American productions to Can- 
ada, This was the aim of the man- 
agerial group headed by Rawley, 
these knowing the bo. draw of 


‘original New York casts.” It means 


that all local expenses of American 
productions will be paid 
adian funds, 

From the vaudeville end, the ar- 
gument is: will artists be willing to 
accept Canadian funds for short en- 
gagements? Some theatres here 
have been paying half-and-half in 
Canadian and American bills:; one 
theatre has been all Canadian funds. 
Lack of co-ordination has‘drawn re- 
peatod squawks, Exceptions have 
been made in isolated instances, 
chiefly in the concert field.  Ar- 
tists in this field, where a profit’ 
was. assured, . have been paid in 
American bills, even though this 
lessened the profit for Canadian im- 
presarios, 


in Cans; 


Canadian dollar, hovering at that}. 








Percy Athos. She was originally a 
l chorus girl with Texas Guinan, and 
has since become quite known in 
London cabarets. 

Julian Wylie recently starred her 
in ‘Out of the Bottle,’ his musical at 
the Hippodrome, which was a mod- 
erate success, but Miss Day was a 
big hit. In her vaudeville debut she 
sang four numbers, the best being 
a burlesque on ‘Blase.’ 

Fratellini Brothers (3) are a copy, 
with the. originals having tried in 
vain to stop them from using the 
name, which happens ‘to be their 
real moniker. 

Brick and his lion, ‘Hababi,’ with 
Brick affecting a drunk role, has 
little comedy in it. Opening night 
the lion refused to do most of the 
tricks. None of these three is 
worthy of headline honors. 


Too Much Success 


Condos Brothers have opened a 
school for dancing, and have been 
so successful they are compelled to 
close down. Pupils from everywhere 
all insist they be taught dancing by 
the Condos personally, refusing. to 
be taught by assistants. With the 
Condos playing at the Alhambra in 
‘Over the Page’ and doubling at the 
Trocadero cabaret, they find the 
Strain too much for their health. 


Barstows at, Roxy . 


Dick. and Edith Barstow, who 
sailed for America on the Ile de 
France Sept. 22, are scheduled to 
open at the Roxy the 29th or Oct. 6. 
Uncertainty of date due to possi- 
bility of the boat being late for the 
former date. 


Composing Medico 

Report just to hand regarding 
‘After Dinner,’ revue, which opened 
at the King’s theatre, Southsea, 
prior to London debut at the Gaiety, 
is that Billy and Elsa Newell scored 
the big hit. The outstanding song 
hits are ‘After Dinner’ and ‘Won by. 
Numbers,’ both written by Leslie 
Clair, an unknown, who is a medical 


qn writing being his hobby. 





Mule as M. C.’s Stooge 
‘Hank the Mule’ will be included 
in the opening bill of the Victoria 
Palace when theatre goes continu- 
ous’ Oct. 10, Clarkson’ Rose,, who 
will COmpere, will use the mule for 
laughs. 

Singing Waiters Again 
A new idea in cabaret entertain- 
ment is being inaugurated at the 
Mayfair hotel by Clifford Whitley. 
It is a sort of elaboration on the 
frank Libuse idea. The waiters and 
the staff of the hotel will constitute 
the performers. Tom Elder Hearn 
is, producing, and those who have 
witnessed part of it already suggest 








By Eric 


Australia 


Gorrick 





Sydney, Sept. 5. 
‘Bitter Sweet’ now in third month. 
‘The Patsy’ revived for two weeks. 


‘Saint Joan’ success. Connors-Paul 
revue good trade twice daily. Ella 
Shields will head a new revue unit 
for Frank Neil. Jack Russell and 
his revue set'in Melbourne. ‘Au- 
tumn Crocus’ this month, ‘with Theo. 
Schall. ‘Hold’ My Hand" also this 
month, with Madge Elliott and Cyril 
Richards. ‘ Opera will get 10 weeks 
in Melbourne. 

Hoyts recently introduced half- 
revue, half-picture bill in Brisbane. 
Went. big. May mean idea in: all 
over circuit. Australian picture, 
‘On Our Selection,’ in third week 
and grossing great. ‘Greeks Had a 
Word’ smash week. 

Censor has in hand Russian pic- 
ture, ‘The Five Years’ Plan,’ and 
may pass for exhibition. Probable 
that several cuts will be made. 


Little Theatres Boom 

Great uplift in Little Theatre 
trade. When Lady So-and-So’'s son 
or daughter writes a play, fashion- 
able Sydney flocks in. The enter- 
tainment is not so hot, but it is the 
thing to go along and be mentioned 
in the newspapers as being present. 

Society also likes to see its mem- 
bers acting in productions. Teach- 
ers of dramatic art appear to be 
| doing very well with amateur pro- 





: | Oper 5 any : i 
it to put on a new show with his| Pe! ; Bingen — os npren gy 8 - A ductions.. Some of the shows pre- 
> leading woman Soe eee eee eee ee ' eet ented are acted in a very high- 
now ™ i jare expressed regarding the finan- | sente eo 
— |cial side of the venture, as being a} class manner. Most of the b. 0. goes 
Tchernoft to Wed |}costly undertaking, with meagre | | to charity. 
yoo. of turning a profit ° . 
Michel Tchernoff, Paris agent| The Dante troupe of illusionists - Air Royalties Row 
(Universum) and Mademoiselle} (12) have arrived here from Las It is stated that in the near future 


Myriam, non-pro, will be 


as soon as Techernoff comes back 
from America, 
Ile is now in the States making a} 


flying trip on business, 


married | 


Palmas, from a South 
i} teur. According to the 
in force, each 
50 pounds, and temporary 
; were issued. The show 
| Australia after South Africa, 


American 
new law now 
artist had to deposit 
permits 
goes on to 


the Federal government may ex- 
amine the operations of the Aus- 
tralian Performing Rights Associa- 
tion. 

Groadcasting organizations 
representations to the governmerit 


many months ago, complaihing of 
the high costs imposed upon them 
by the A. P. R, A. for musical num- 
bers put over the air. 

‘The A. P. R. A. will fight against 
any restrictions being placed upon 
them; and claims that its rights are 
upheld’ by Commonwealth and in- 
ternational law, the Commonwealth 
being .a signatory to International 
Copyrights Convention. 

The A, P. R. A. has an agreement 
with broadcasting, stations to the 
effect that a certain sum must be 
paid them for the right of putting 
music’ over ‘the air of which they 
hold «the Australian copyright. 
Music publishers had complained 
that their trade was being ruined 
by the broadcasters in the sales * 
sheet music and records. 





Basic Wage Set 

Industrial Commission has set the 
basie wage in New South Wales for 
husband, wife and one child at three 
pounds 10 shillings per week. For 
women, rate is set at one pound 18 
weekly. 

Out of this pittance food, housing, 
clothing, transportation, etc., has to 
be met. A deduction of three shill- 
ings per week for unemployment 
tax has to be paid the government. 

Theatrical managements are very 
worried because commission made 
little if any proviison for amuse- 
ment costs in their ruling. After 
living costs had been paid by the 
working man, it is doubtful if cash 
would remain for a picture show 





made 


more than once a week. 

Some showmen state that it would 
| be better to only open their theatres 
twice weekly and depend upon the 
|Saturday night's gross to carry 
them over. The entire industry is 
}in a turmoil at the decision of the 
‘commission. It is believed that the 
|ruling will aggravate instead of re- 
‘lieve the present economic situation. 


Cable Address: VABINEWS,. , PARIS, Marcadet 72-04 
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dike has just finished a tour of/.. and the others Continental. —_——. 

South Africa, is now playing | Frances Day, the American, was Panto at Hipp 
throughout Australia and will, upon | brought over here six years ago by Temporary revival of ‘Merry 


Widow,’ which goes into the Hippo- 
drome, will only stay for a few 
months, even if it holds up. But it 
is definite the house will stage a 
Christmas pantomime. 

It will be ‘Mother Goose,” with 
some of the cast already engaged 
including Cora Goftin, Norma Hub- 
bard and George Lacey. Julian 
Wylie will produce. As Francis 
Laidler will be running a pantomime 
at Daly’s, it will be the first time 
two pantomimes will operate in the 
West End at adjoining theatres. 


Gamby at Savoy 

Gambarelli, scheduled to sail on 
the Ile de France, canceled the last 
minute to open at the Savoy hotel 
cabaret for fortnight. 

Likely she will play lead in ‘Bal- 
lerina,’ adapted from Lady Eleanor 
Smith's book of that. name, which 
Toni Panacker intends to produce 
in the West End shortly. 

Deal Goes Wrong 

An English agent approached Joe 
Morris to buy the English rights of 
‘It Might Happen to You’ for a loc: ~ 
act, Morris was amenable. Just : 
the deal was about to be ot 
the agent informed him his act was 
done in England in 1912 by Walter 

(Continued on page 55) 


‘White Horse Inn’ Soon 
Gives Up in Sweden 


Stockholm, Sept. 23. 

‘White Horsé Inn’ was withdrawn 
after two weeks of empty houses 
at the Vasa, Gosta Ekman replacing 
with ‘Kanske en Diktare,’ new 
Swedish play. 

Joseph Hislop and George Seh- 
neevoigt are dropping from ‘Waltzes 
from Vienna’ for other engage- 
ments, but the operetta in huge 
Cirkus is expected to linger another 
month with reduced cost. 

‘Bruno Frank play, ‘Nina,’ a fail- 
ure at the Dramatik and house now 
ready for ‘The Green Pastures.’ 

At the Blanche, ‘Chambre d@’Hotel,’ 
in Paris. last season, opened well 
and should last a couple of months 
with stock troupe. Naima Wifstrand 
tanking on name of Prince Len- 
nart as author and actor to help 
second edition of her revue, while 
three new local comedies also set 
for five week runs. 





COOL TO NORSE DIVA 
Stockholm, Sept. “22. 

Gota Ljungberg, here for' two 
weeks first time since Metropolitan 
success last winter, didn’t get the 
expected reception at her first. per< 
formance at Royal Opera. 

Even with the King of Sweden 
in his box, the house was not ca- 
pacity. Not sufficient publicity and 
late booking is partly blamed. 


50 Years a Showman 
The Hague, Sept.' 24. 

The manager of the .Passagé 
Cinema at The Hague, S. Kinsber- 
gen, just celebrated a golden jubilee. 
He has been in the entertainment 
business for 50 years, starting as 
a lad of 15 in an orchestra in 
Utrecht in 1882. 

In 1890 he went to America as on@ 
of the sub-conductors of the Amer- 
ican Company. He played several 
times at the White House for Pres- 
ident Cleveland's family. He was 
in the company of the late Sarah 
Pernharadt on one of her tours. On 
the oceasion of his jublilee he will 
conduct the band of his cinema on 
Sept. 23. 


$18,000 Story Record 

Budapest, Sept. 21. 
Janos Vaszary holds record fot 
top price paid for picture rights to 
author living in this country, His 
‘I've Married an Angel’ sold to Metro 

for $18,000. 
Income tax authorities now trying 
to calculate how much of it came 
to him and how much to his various 


agents and adapters. Vaszary 
spreads the news he only got & 
fraction. 


Temperament In Mexico 
Mexico City, Oct. 1. 
Celia Trevino Carranza, noted 
Mexican woman violinist, obtained @ 
divorce in Ciudad Juarez, Chihua- 
hua state, from Alejandro Benitez, 
on the ground of incompatibility. 





She declared as Benitez is also 
a musician their artistic natures 
continually clashed, which madé 
tandem life impossible. 
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Bway List Climbs to 20; No New 


Smash Yet; Colors’ Tops $30,000 


vv 


Broadway offers 20 shows this 
week—including the five premieres 
carded between Monday and Thurs- 


day. Same week last season there 
were 28 attractions on the boards 


proving the slowness with which 
managers are proceeding. 

Legit business in New York is 
running behind several out of town 
keys, but there is a good reason for 
that. Shows sent to the road are 
last season’s established successes, 
in the main, whereas Broadway 
must get its trade from the new 
shows and only a few of them are 
favorably rated. As yet no dra- 
matic hit has arrived. 

Best roney went to the new 
‘Vanities, which opened at $6.60 top 
last week, indicated gross around 
$35,000; other openings were hardly 
rated in the money with ‘Success 
Story’ at the Elliott having a doubt- 
ful chance on strength of the no- 
tices; ‘Bidding High’ was panned; 
first full week of ‘The Stork Is 
Dead’ a disappointing $4,000. 

Another new musical, ‘Flying Col- 
ors, climbed over $30,000, while 
‘Ballyhoo of 1932’ improved to $21,- 
500; ‘Of Thee I Sing’ proves its class 
and rose over $28,000 last week. 
It moves to the 46th Street next 
Monday. 

Next week has the heaviest in- 
coming card so far this season: 
‘Rendezvous,’ Broadhurst; ‘Criminal 
at Large,’ Belasco; ‘Black Sheep,’ 
Morosco (‘Lilly Turner’ maybe mov- 
ing); ‘Men Must Fight,’ Lyceum; 
‘Peacock,’ 49th Street; ‘Absent 
Father’ and ‘Cain’s Sister,’ houses 
not named, and a revival of ‘The 
Great Lover’ at the Waldorf, ‘That’s 
Gratitude’ moving from there to the 
Hudson. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Americana,’ Shubert (1st week) 
(R-1,395-$4.40). Presented by Shu- 
bert receivers, Lee Shubert person- 
ally in charge; varied reports out of 
town, where press was favorable; 
opens Wednesday (5). 

‘Another Language,’ Booth (24th 
week) (C-708-$3.30). With nearly 
half year completed business con- 

(Continued on page 54) 


‘Cynara’ Grosses $4,300 
In 3 Columbus Shows 


Columbus, Oct. 3. 
Hartman theatre reopened here 
Thursday (29) with a three-day en- 
gagement of ‘Cynara.’ While the 
take was no record, Harry Schwartz, 
head of Great Lakes, of which the 
Hartman is one of a chain of 20, 
saw his first production of the sea- 
son stay out of the red. The three 
performances grossed $4,300. 
Schwartz, who has maintained his 
headquarters in Erie, Pa., in the past 
has moved to Columbus and is 
supervising all productions here. 














Stock for Lincoln, Neb., 
After Four-Year Gap 


Lincoln, Neb. Oct. 3. 

Stock will start locally middle of 
October with Liberty Players in the 
Liberty theatre. The company is 
backed by local business men with 
Clyde Armstrong, late with Shuberts 
in Cincinati and St. Louis, as man- 
aging director. 

Phillip Brandon, closing with 
Phililp Marivale in Chicago, is due 
for leading parts. Other opening 
cast members include Lee Smith, 
Marolynn Fink, Juliette Goodwin, 
Isabel Osgood, John Graham, Eelton 
Hackett, Gavin Harris, E. H. Fitz- 
gibbons and Wm. Trout. No stock 
here for four years. 





WEBER’S THIRD SOON 


Lawrence Weber is ready to start 
work on his third production of the 
season, ‘Love Life of a Tiffy.’ 

Hugh Sinclair will have one of the 
lead roles and Herbert Biberman 
will stage. Sinclair going into the 
piece is made possible by postpone- 
ment of ‘Passionate Pilgrim,’ which 
Howard Inches was intending to do 
with Sinclair in the Shakespeare role. 





Met Ready with ‘Emperor’ 
Metropolitan Opera House _ is 
practically set on the opera produc- 
tion of ‘Emperor Jones,’ which has 
been musicalized by Louis Gruen- 


wald. 
Jos. Mielziner has been assigned to 
do the sets, which, for legit pur- 


poses, were done by Robert Edmond 
Jones. 





Lawrence Tibbett will sing the 
lead. 
New Haven Little Starts 
New Haven’s Little Theatre gets 


12th season on Oct. 
Lyon Phelps 


under way for 
10, under Prof. Wm. 
as president, 











Half-Peace in Buffalo 


Buffalo, Oct. 3. 
The Erlangers and the stage- 
hands’ union reached an agreement 
covering the season. Negotiations 
between the house and the musi- 
cians’ union are again reported off, 
the union refusing a 10% cut and 
reduction from five to four men. 
Reliably reported that the house 
will open with dramatic attractions 
without orchestra and no musical 
productions will be played. 


MARQUIS CLICK, 
$8,000 IST WEEK 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

Billie Burke in Noel Coward's 
‘Marquis’ got away to a strong start 
at El Capitan, getting close to $8,000 
on the opening week. With a cast 
of names, piece likely to show a 
neat profit on its four-week run. 

Second week of ‘Rose of Flanders’ 
was fair at $7,200. Low nut makes 
it profitable at that figure. With 
‘Cat and the Fiddle’ open at the 
Belasco tonight, chances are that 
‘Flanders’ will benefit by having a 
tenant in the house next door. 

‘Black Cotton,’ colored = revue, 
opened at the Orange Grove on 
Wednesday. It’s a service charge 
pass proposition, and has little 
chance of getting anywhere. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Black Cotton,’ Orange Grove (ist 
week) (R-694-$1.10). A rehash of 
all the colored tab shows seen here 
in the past year. First three days 
got about $400, which isn’t coffee 
money. 

‘Rose of Flanders,’ Mayan (2d 
week) (M-1,492; $1.65). With cheap 
production and unknown cast, prof- 
itable at $7,200. Bargain hunters 
going for it. 

‘The Marquis,’ El Capitan (1st 
week) (C-1,571; $1,65). Best draw 
the house has had in months, with 
$8,000 figured for the opener, 


Balto Stock Ditches 
‘Carry Nation’ Opener 


Baltimore, Oct. 38. 

Plans of the Theatre Unit Com- 
pany, stock company riding into 
the indie Maryland on Oct. 10, have 
been changed insvfar as their first 
presentation is concerned. They’ve 
switched their announced ‘Carry 
Nation’ opener to a date later in the 
season, and will open instead with 
‘There’s Always Juliet,’ featuring 
Geoffrey Kerr and Edith Barrett. 

Switch was made primarily to 
start the season off on a stronger 
foot, since ‘Juliet’ comes in with 
two known names and a New York 
rep of last season, while ‘Nation’ is 
an entirely new and unknown ven- 
ture. 

Theatre Guild starts its first 
show this season locally tonight 
(3) with John Howard Lawson’s 
new ‘Pure In Heart,’ featuring 
June Walker and Osgood Perkins. 
It comes into Ford’s, the local UBO 
house, 











Kenyon Goes Lyceum 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 
Elmer Kenyon, former advance 
agent for the Theatre Guild and 
now head of the Carnegie Tech 
drama school, branching out this 
season as a lecturer on the side. 
Kenyon is to deliver a series of 
lectures on ‘The Trend Among 
Modern Dramatists’ at the local 
College Club. 


Engagements 


Beulah Bondi, Ernest Lawford, 
Clarence Derwent, ‘The Late Chris- 
topher Bean.’ 

Leslie King, Richard de Angelis, 
Charles H. Cline, Alfred Browne, 
Warren McCollum, Sam Byrd, 
Sonny Taubin, Neil Malloy, Muni 
Diamond, ‘Incubator.’ 

Olivia Wrightson, ‘Best Years.’ 

Robert Geckler, Averell Harris, 
‘Whistling in the Dark.’ 

Helen Claire, ‘Springtime 
Henry.’ 

Dodson Mitchell, ‘Black Sheep.’ 

Lea Penmann, Clyde Fillmore, 
Kathryn Givyney, Patricia Barclay, 
Barbara Weeks, Edward Crandall, 
Joseph Cotten, Alexander Frank, 
‘Absent Father’ (complete cast). 

Sally Sweet, Joan Abbott, High 
Herbert, Milton Watson, ‘Forward 
March.’ 

Molly Pearson, Leslie Barrie, 
Paula Bauersmith, George Tawde, 
‘Anatomist.’ 








for 








Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Christopher Bean’ (Gilbert 
Miller) Miller. 
‘Tell Her the Truth’ (Mrs. 


Joe Leblang) Cort. 
‘Dinner at Eight’ 
Harris) Music Box. 
‘The Great Lover’ (J. J. Lev- 
enthal) Waldorf. 
‘Peacock’ (Geo. 
49th Street. 
‘Incubator’ (Edison and Bur- 
ton) Royale. 


(Sam H. 


Fawcett) 


‘Vanities’ (Earl Carroll) 
(road) Manhattan. 
‘The Passionate Pilgrim’ 


(Howard Inches) Cohan. 

‘Music in the Air’ (Peggy 
Fears) Alvin. 

‘Forward March’ (Brown and 
Henderson) Selwyn. 

‘Chocolate Soldier’ 
Purcell) Little. 

‘Dangerous Corner’ 
Moses) Empire. > 

‘Criminal at Large’ (Guthrie- 
McClintic) Belasco. 

‘Keeping Down Expenses 
(D. Tiomken) Ambassador. 

‘Anatomist’ (Frank Conroy) 
Lyceum. 

‘Whistling in the Dark’ (Alex 
McKaig) (road) National. 
‘Bedtime’ (Alfred Aarons) 
Hollywood. 

*‘Madamoiselle,’ ‘Rendezvous,’ 
‘Singapore,’ “Pure in Heart,’ 

‘Singapore,’ ‘Pure in Heart,’ 
‘Men Must Fight,’ ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac,’ ‘Absent Father,’ 
‘Real Folks,’ ‘Cain’s Sister,’ 
‘opening out of town this week. 


(Charles 


(Henry 


’ 











Lunts, Wynn Capacity 
In Boston at $20,000 
And $27,500 for Week 


Boston, Oct. 3. 

Steady run of capacity and near- 
capacity houses here. The Lunts 
moved ‘Reunion in Vienna’ out of 
town Saturday night after having 
played to standees for two sweet 
weeks. Public was still clamoring 
when ‘Reunion’ left. Took $40,000 
for the fortnight’s stay. 

Ed Wynn’s ‘Laugh Parade’ held 
up to a capacity gross of $27,500 
right to the end of his run, and all 
indications point to healthy business 
for Max Gordon’s ‘Cat and the 
Fiddle, which takes Wynn's place 
at the Shubert. 

Starting into its last month here, 
‘Green Pastures’ is still holding up 
well. Doing a near capacity gross 
of $21,000 at the Colonial last week. 

At the Copley, Clive’s company is 
on its third week with ‘The 
Squeaker,’ and holding its own. 
‘The Man With the Load of Mis- 
chief,’ Ashley Duke’s comedy which 
Jane Cowl is reviving, opens at the 
Plymouth this week, and a sellout 
for the first few nights points to 
more SRO biz. 

The legit, Majestic, is given over 
to the film version of ‘Strange Inter- 
lude.” When the Theatre Guild tried 
to bring the legit version of the 
O’Neill play in several years ago, it 
will be remembered, City Censor 
John M. Casey said ‘No.’ 


Future Plays 


‘East River,’ by Mrs. Baxter 
Jackson, who uses the pen name of 
Katherine Leith-Forbes, will go into 
rehearsal under Henry Daniel, who 
comes over from London. Expected 
on B’way some time in Nov. 4 

‘Terrific,’ drama by Doree Schary, 
has been bought by Sidney Harmon, 
who produced ‘Bloodstream’ last 


ear. 
Pm ‘Through Hate to Love,’ by Ber- 
tha Wiernik, to be produced under 
the management of Etta Prentiss. 
Maxim Susonoff will stage. 

‘The Devil’s Daughter’ is named 
as the first try by a new co-opera- 
tive group known as Actors Produc- 
tions and is due on Broadway late 
this month. The cast includes 
Bachie Ripple, Cornelia Campbell, 
Myra C. Brooke and Rita Davies. 

‘Young Ideas,’ new comedy by 
Sidney Tabor, opens at the Play- 
house, Hollywood, Oct. 9, produced 
by Walter Brown. Morgan Wallace 
directing and heading the cast, 
which includes Helen Millard, Adda 
Gleason, Edward Cooper, Cornelius 
Keefe, Ralph Reler, Helen Kleet and 
Marie Gray. 

‘The O’Flynn,' musical by Justin 
H. McCarthy, Brian Hooker and 
Jas. Houser, to be produced by Rus- 
sell Janney. 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Saul Abrams ahead 
Corner,’ Harry Moses. 

George Zorn general manager and 
Jack F. Murray p.a. for ‘Incubator’. 

Nat Dorfman has replaced Marc | 
Lachman as publicist for ‘Ballyhoo 
of 1932’. 
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‘Americana’ Builds to $24,000 Week, 
‘Good Earth’ Scores Phila $17,000 





ea + 
Tryout Philadelphia, Oct. 3. 
Campus ry Philly still has only three legit 
Iowa City, Ia., Oct. 3. houses open although the fourth 
‘Low Bridge,’ romantic comedy | re-lights to-night (Monday). 


of Erie canal boat days of the 50's, 
work of Frank Elser, native Okla- 
homan, now a resident of New York, 
is to have its world premiere at the 
University of Iowa theatre, 

First to be presented on Oct. 21 
by student actors as a feature of 
homecoming and will have three 
regular presentations, Oct. 25, 26 
and 27. 


‘Of Thee’ $6.50 
At Agencies 
During Series 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 

Depression or not, Chicago was 
paying $6.50 for ducats to ‘Of Thee 
I Sing’ Saturday night. Jewish New 
Year and World Series provided the 
demand which kited the $3.85 tickets 
that much in the agencies. 

Outside of that there was little 
alteration in the status of Chicago’s 
three attractions. One more was to 
be added Monday (today), with 
‘Whistling in the Dark’ opening the 
Erlanger, now managed by Rollo 
Timponi. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Another Language,’ Harris (CD- 
1,100; $2.75) (4th week). $8,000-$9,- 





000 still indicated. Liked, but not 
the indorsement New York gave 
piece. 


‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Grand (M-1,365; 
$3.85) (2d week). Still going clean 
and word of mouth sure to keep it 
rolling. Should see Thanksgiving. 
Brushing $29,000, capacity.. 

‘World Between,’ Adelphi (CD- 
900; $2.75) (8d week). Reduced rate 
coupons out. Survival a question of 


ability to push parties. Manage- 
ment after’ spiritualists. Under 
$3,000. 





NEW FRISCO ENTRIES 
MAKE GROSSES SPURT 


San Francisco, Oct. 3. 
Opening of ‘As Husbands Go’ at 
Alcazar and ‘Intermission’ at Er- 
langer’s Columbia, together with 
final week of ‘Cat and the Fiddle’ at 
Curran perked up ’Frisco legit to 





greatest proportions in many 
months. 
Pauline Frederick in ‘Husbands’ 


served to reopen the Alcazar under 
Henry Duffy’s banner, and biz 
started nicely with a Thursday (29) 
night opening. Possible good $8,500 
anticipated. 

‘Intermission,’ Irving Kaye Davis 
play, had its premiere at Columbia 
and wound up the first week with 
only fair $5,000. One more week to 
go and house probably darkens 
while preparing other attractions. 

Tenth and final week of ‘Cat and 
Fiddle’ drew good $12,000, making a 
fine total for entire local run at Cur- 
ran. ‘Bride Sun Shines On’ opens 
Oct. 10. Geary remains dark, with 
nothing in sight. 


Phila. Suburban Co. 


Philadelphia, Oct. 3. 
The Professional Repertory Com- 
pany of Berwyn, a town on the 
Philadelphia Main Line (society sec- 
tion), got underway last Thursday 
night with its first production, 
‘Take My Advice’ by Elliot Lester. 
Ted Burke and Joe Murphy, who 
have been interested in productions 
at the local Labor Institute, are 
managing the company, which in- 
cludes Albert Griswold, Iona Day, 
G. Ernest Robyns, Leone Watson, 
John Less Austin, Dean Faint and 
Eileen Coyn. The organization 
plans to give performances each 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday eve- 

ning, changing the bill each week. 





DOWN EAST TO DIXIE 


West Falmouth, Mass., Oct. 3. 
The Theatre Unit, having com- 
pleted its fifth summer season 
| here, will go to Baltimore this 


| month, opening a stock season with 


James Peede in advance of ‘Tell | Frank McGrath's new play, ‘Carry 
Her the Truth’. | Nation.’ 

John Peltret replaces Ned Holmes; The unit played in Baltimore for | 
in advance of ‘Another Language’ | several weeks last season. It will 
(Chicago Co.), latter joining the | function this year in association 
Theatre Guild’s press staff. with Arthur Beckhard. d 


Reason ior this is the fact that 
the Forrest, occupied for six weeks, 
is dark for six days, prior to ar- 
rival of Eva Le Gallienne and her 
Civic Repertory Co. the 10th. 

The Broad is the fourth house 
to get going with ‘Absent Father,’ 
try-out comedy, as the occupant for 
a single week. The Chestnut has 
‘Mademoiselle,’ Bill Brady produc- 
tion with Grace George and Alice 
Brady, as second of the American 
Theatre Society’s subscription at- 
tractions. The Garrick holds in 
Rajah Raboid, mystic and’ mind- 
reader, who opened last Thursday. 

Business last week was exception- 
ally good with ‘Good Earth’ close to 
sell-out in its get-away week at the 
Chestnut. Forum had the house 
Monday and Tuesday which cut 
down gross figures, (Philly organi- 
zation takes over house for $1,200 
a performance), but Guild show hit 
$17,000 ov a little better at that. 

‘Americana’ gained strength 
throughout stay and ended with big 
attendance. 

Rajah Raboid opened uncertainly 
at Garrick and may only last a 
week. Matinee trade, however, en- 
couraging, with some strength up- 
stairs. 

On the 10th, in addition to Le 
Gallienne at the Forrest, the Broad 
will offer ‘Dangerous Corner,’ Priest- 
ley play, with strong cast, Harry 
Moses producing. The 17th will 
bring Peggy Fears’ ‘Music in the 
Air’ at the Garrick and Jane Cowl 
with ‘Man With a Load of Mis- 
chief’ at the Chestnut (also Ameri- 
can Theatre Society). 

On the 24th, ‘Vanities’ (9th edi- 
tion) arrive at the Forrest, all by 
itself. On the 31st ‘Cynara’ comes 
to the Chestnut—date is now offi- 
cially set, with a booking, as yet 
un-announced, at the Garrick. 

The Shubert is expected to join 
the ranks ot open houses within a 
month although nothing definite has 
been announced about its plans ex 
cept the story from the Aarons & 
Freedley office that their new musi- 
cal show with Jack Buchanan is 
listed there for December 5. The 
wiseacres figure that ‘Humpty 
Dumpty’ will play this house, and 
a couple of other musicals men- 
tioned for Philly, but with no thea- 
tre stated. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Rajah Raboid (Garrick)—Opened 
Thursday to negligible trade. Can 
stay until 12th of October but will 
have to build. 

‘Good Earth’ (Chestnut, last 
week). Second week better than 
first but reduced prices for Forum, 
first two nights, held gross to $17,- 
000—very fine. oF 

‘Mademoiselle’ this week’s second 
American Theatre Society offering. 
Good advance. 

‘Americana’ (Forrest, second 
week). Improved nightly and near 
capacity at end of stay. $24,000 fig- 
ured. House dark until Le Gal- 
lienne on 10th. 


Bainbridge Co. in Weak 
Start at About $3,000 


Minneapolis, Oct. 3. 
With a showboat atmosphere and 








trimmings, including a lower deck 
bar where free near beer is served, 
the Bainbridge stock opened its sea- 
son at the Shubert, offering ‘As 
Husbands Go,’ comedy presented 
here last season under New York 
Theatre Guild auspices. Play and 
company won critics’ and customers’ 
approval, but business proved dis- 
appointing, the gross being under 
$3,000. 

Leads are Grandon Rho es and 
Grace Troy. Company also includes 
Ruth Lee, Jack Marvin, Kathryn 
Card, Fred Sullivan, Elinor Har- 
riot and Kermit Rowe. Current at- 
traction is ‘Blessed Event.’ 

‘The Revelers,’ road show, at the 
Gayety (burlesque), did poorly, hit- 


ting a loss than $2,000 clip. Show 
was of top quality, considering 
seale, 


Metropolitan opens its road show 
season Oct. 10 with Lunt and Fon- 





taine in ‘Reunion in Vienna.’ 
Peg Worth Coast Farce 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 


Peggy Worth will produce ‘Peggy 
Be Careful,’ a farce, starting re- 
hearsals shortly at the Marcal here, 
Rita LeRoy goes in the title part, 
with Miss Worth doing the comedy. 

Show is scheduled to play coast 
houses. 


‘Cuckoo’ in New Hands 








Francis Carpenter has _ taken 
‘Cuckoo Magnifique,’ French play, 
for immediate production, Albert 


| Johnson will do the sets, 


‘Cuckoo’ was previously held for 
preduction by Jed Harris and 
| Chester Erskin, who dropped their@ 


options, 
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ios the acting honors in ‘Success 
Story.’ They are the Sol and Sarah 
ays l 0 owl of the play. Miss Adler's best 
chance comes late in the perform- 
ance, and the emotional scene in 
which Sarah is embraced by Sol is 
P : ° thrilling despite the somewhat ° ° : 
¥ > . ¥ ¥ i € ° “ “ veryv ts ‘ 7. r » 
INTERMISSION md a od od ae By clouded meaning of the impassioned Kiss Before the Mirror javeey pn ry Th a f ~ hy 
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by Irving Kaye Davis, Pat McCoy direct- ure, anc mats Nn wee 5 /|novsky, who plays the quiet, pol- Titkos, Jeno Torzs, Gellert, Gozon, Louisa SSINng id making up in front of 
ing. She has played in every colored ished ‘banker : Szekely. the mirror, and he saw her face in 
Cast: Madge Bellamy, Glenn Tryon./stage show in town, and has lost |< ei 4 . ae the glass when she did aot know it 
Judith Voselli, Gertrude Short, Donald|/por draw. Eddie Anderson made Success Story’ is a sincere effort. : : : It was so different from the a = 
Keith, Selmer Jackson, Gaylord Pendle-/1 5. gect appearance here in ‘Lucky |it impressed, however, as suited His first play written in a serious re, Ba Rae Ere one she 
ton, Betty Todd. Harry Jordon, Norman | \® Ut erg in’) 7ckY | more for a subscription presentation | vein proves that Laszlo Fodor is a|°!Ways showed him; it expressed 
Feusier, Frank Thornton, Jean Temple,| Day,’ most of his material here ths a al , ibee aiid aiathimen tn Genen Gm. tan such hatred that he fell from the 
yin August, Marion Gilroy, May Mc- | hej : iniscent of that show 1an tor general appeai. . . | < s kia alien oe ; 
Edwin Augest, | soig F ! Rand | bCins _reminiscen ats . is in comedy. This psychological |**ies. He started questioning him- 
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‘Intermission,’ a new chapter in 
the ‘Grand Hotel’ idea. All its action 
takes place before the one set, a 
theatre lobby, before which all char- 
acters promenade and enact a do- 
'mestic drama revolving around a 
hubby’s infidelity. Characters are 
constantly on the move, Madge Bel- 
lamy being the only one who rests, 
and. she for but a moment, 


Play is over at 10:20, running 
much too short. This despite a late 
beginning ard lengthy curtains. 
Publicity had announced there 


would be no intermissions but two 
days dog-towning in Santa Barbara 
showed curtains would be an advan- 
tage so they were in, merely to de- 
note lapse of time. 

Show needs substance, yet it 
seemed to be padded wherever pos- 
sible. Davis didn't pen this one too 
neatly, often resorting to clumsy 
device to introduce spice. Such lines 
as one handed to the stuttering 
playwright and his gal friend were 
uncalled for and added nothing to 
the show. 

Show proved interesting to na- 
tives chiefly because it brought back 
into the limelight two picture play- 
ers, Glenn Tryon and Madge Bel- 
lamy, who haven’t been seen on lo- 
cal stage or screen for several years. 
Both did acceptable work as the 
leads. 

Best work done by Selmer Jack- 
son as roaming business man. Ger- 
trude Short handled her dizzy gold- 


“igger role nicely. Judith Voselli 


was okay in her role as advisor to 

Miss Bellamy. Remainder of cast 

largely walk-throughs and ues. X 
ock. 


BLACK COTTON 


Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 

Colored revue in two acts and 22 scenes 
featuring Alma Travers and Eddie Ander- 
son. Staged by Jack Lester and Anderson. 
Dances by Lester. Produced by Clinton 
Lewis and Al Lane. Cast: Johnny Taylor, 
Cecil Williams, Connie Anderson, Earl 
Robinson, Jack Williams, Marie Dickerson, 
Percy Hooks, Patsy Hunter, Frances Turn- 
ham, Al Dixson, Jeanette Collins, Graham 
Fain and Gibson Trio. At the Orange 
Grove theatre, Los Angeles, Sept. 28, at 
61.50 top. 





Here’s one that opened by mis- 
take. Unless the cast is content to 
be paid off in old programs, it may 
last about a week. However, the 
producers were not taking any 
chances, and threw out 200,000 50- 
cent passes the day before opening. 
At that, the house, a 700-seater, was 
only half filled at the premiere. 

Show is a conglomeration of hoof- 








“Everyone has to 
B look out for the 
future, no matter 


what business or 
profession he may 
follow. A few years 


ago I was advised 


a to take out a 

ays: Monthly Income 

Policy. By invest- 

ing a few hundred 

or few thousand a year with a 

guarantee of a life-long income 

when retirement age comes I 

signed up for enough to keep 

me comfortable when the balls 

and strikes and home runs will 
be but pleasant memories.” 


For further information see 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


Insurance 


551 Fifth Ave. N. Y.C. 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-7839 

















people were left. 
Nut for the show can’t possibly 


be over $1,000, with little chance of 
the producers getting that much 
back. Call. 





VANITIES 


(Continued from page 42) 


plify, but clarifies enough to make 
hearing okay all over the theatre. 

There’s a copyright and patent 
infringemient warning on the pro- 
gram to contemporaneous impre- 
sarios in London, Paris and Berlin 
not to ‘adopt’ any of Carroll’s revue 
material. 

‘Vanities,’ on the commercial out- 
look, may perhaps find itself a bit 
more fortunate than in the past, 
with the investment at a satisfying 
minimum. That scale, however, 
will have the most te do with the 
revue’s chances for longevity. At 
that, its Broadway sojourn may be 
sharply limited, let a real musical 
click reach the boards. Thus far 
Broadway has yet to witness such 
an arrival from among the new 
entries. But, everything else being 
equal, ‘Vanities’ at the price should 
eke out a moderate sojourn. Abel. 


SUCCESS STORY 


Drama in three acts presented at Maxine 
Elliott's Sept. 26 by The Group Theatre, 
Inc.; weitten by John Howard Lawson; 
staged by Lee Strasberg. 

Sarah Glassman................Stella Adler 
Dinah McCabe.......... eovcees Ruth Nelson 
Jeffery Halliburton.........William Challee 
Raymond Merritt............Franchot -Tone 


Rufus Sonnenberg........ Morris Carnovsky 
Sol Ginsberg. .......+. eeeccede Luther Adler 
Marcus Turner....... $esseeesec ees Art Smith 
Agnes Carter.......++.e++..-Dorothy Patten 
Se Russell Collins 
BD WON. 0 0b 6edewedeces Margaret Barker 





There is some slashing drama in 
John Howard Lawson's play, but 
even though several of New York’s 
most perceptive critics turned on 
laudatory streams, it fails as diver- 
sion. Story not sustained or logic- 
ally concluded. East Side will like 
it more than Broadway, but even 
the pop price of $2.75 won't ma- 
terially help. 

The Group Theatre is an offshoot 
of the Theatre-Guild and was first 
known as the Studio, composed of 
younger players within the Guild. 
Last season they won attention, if 
little profit, with ‘The House of 
Connolly,’ later missing out on a de- 
pressing thing calied ‘1931.’ Dur- 
ing the summer the group worked 
on ‘Success Story’ in the country. 

It is probably 50-50 between cer- 
tain weaknesses of writing and the 
casting limitations which make the 
performance less than desired. The 
author is radical-minded. He was 
of a downtown coterie of new 
thought playwrights. Observers say 
that Lawson has improved over the 
first efforts displayed in the Village 
stages, but that he still has some 
distanée to go. 

One set scenes the interior of an 
advertising agency conducted by 
Raymond Merritt, with the support 
of tufus Sonnenberg, a_ banker. 
Merritt's secretary, Sarah Glassman, 
has obtained a job for her school- 
days sweetheart, Sol Ginsberg. Sol 
doesn't remain file clerk long. 
Within two years he is on his way 
to wealth—selling the market short 
while his employer steadily feeds 
his margin account. 

Merritt is addicted to highballs, 
often leaving the office for the 
speakeasies, while Sol studies and 
slaves at the business far into the 
night. He starts to forget the prin- 
ciples propounded in the communis- 
tic East Side gatherings which he 
and others of Russian origin ex- 
pounded so violently. He begins to 
dominate the agency and he an- 
nexes Merritt's woman, a gold dig- 
ger minus any class—marrying the 
girl to possess her and putting aside 
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Associated with 


JENIE JACOBS 


1674 Broadway, New York 
Phone Columbus 5-1930 


the intelligent, attractive Sarah. 

Sol blares his egotism as he goes 
|; upward, even to gloat that while his 
| brother was slain as a gangster, he, 
Solomon Ginsberg, would gain all 
ends—maybe he will make a billion 
and maybe he'd turn that over to 
|} the communists. He nearly forces 
| Merritt into resigning. Then the 
|; wife whom he loaded witha gems 
| threatens Reno. That is only a mild 
| shock, and a too sudden twist has 
|him pleading with Sarah for her 
| love. The end comes when Sarah 
shoots Sol, too suddenly and too 
unexplainably. 








Exclusively Booking RKO 








1 Slag See Ie ae ete 





| To the son, Luther, and daughter, 
Stella, of the late Jacob P. Adler 





husband follows her, sees what goes 





arrangements by Bernabe 
At the Belmont, Sept. 28. $2 | 


2nd Musical 
Roxas Solis. 
top. 


An intimate revue, in intimate 
surroundings, which piays in the 
vaudeville manner and has so many 
singles and doubles it sometimes 
looks like an audition. Probably as 
an audition it will prove more im- 
portant to some of ‘ts cast than asa 
show. 

Possibilities as a profit-maker are 
doubtful, but as a novelty, at the 
low scale of $2, odds are not entirely 
against it with fixing and obvious 
low nut. Following the opening 
night, when show ran to nearly 12 
o'clock, the scissors will doubtless 
be put to work, 

Sunday nite no show was given, 
as advertised, but regular perform- 
ance was scheduled for last night 
(Monday). 

Revue is along simple and mod- 
est lines, but manages to be tasteful 
enough to pass muster on looks. 
Much more attention has been paid 
to costumes than to settings, yet in 
the face of the simplicity of the re- 
vue from a production standpoint, it 
satisfies the eye and with proper 
editing, some re-routining and other 
post-premiere changes may attract 
some business. 

Proposal is to play throughout the 
week, including Sundays, similarly 
to Chamberlain Brown's ‘Scrapbook,’ 
also revue-vaudeville but a flop. 
For some of the people in ‘Bel- 
mont Varieties’ the show may be 
their 1 aking, or at least a begin- 
ning. Taking out the chaff, there’s 
considerable talent in the company 
which stands a good chance of step- 
ping along. 

Among those standing out are Roy 
Benson, magician; Lilyan Astaire, 
impressions; Eleanor Wood and 
partner, dancers; a sister dance 
team; Blanche Collins, singer, and 
Bert Prival, agile buck dancer. 
The revue is youth virtually 
throughout and people impress as 
well developed amateurs who with 
proper grooming may go far. Ben- 
son does a Fred Keating through- 
out, emulating the latter in his ban- 
ter and to a great extent in his 
tricks, notably the bird-cage disap- 
pearing bit. Benson uses a prop in- 
stead of a living canary, thus avoids 
any trouble with the S. P. C. A, 

Of all the talent, perhaps the most 
used for this side of the water (or 
away from Greenwich Village) is 
the sister team doing odd dance rou- 
tines. Their first number is a mix- 
ture of the comic, the ultra-classical 
and the element in modern rhythm. 
that suggests machines. It’s a strik- 
ing number, whether the audience 
laughs or takes it seriously. You 
can take it any way you want. 

A single later by one of the girls 
as a savage with exaggerated fea- 
tures carried out by armor, is an- 
other unusual specialty. 

With the revue running strongly 
to dancing, the other standout is 
Eleanor Wood and partner. They 
do two numbers, both similar, and 
each effective through unusual cre- 
ation and ex.cution. Miss Wood also 
does another number. It’s called 
‘Goona Goona’ and has her wriggling 
around the stage in the manner of a 
cat having a picnic with catnip. 

The show runs to that sort of odd- 
ness; for instance, the Canadian 
trapper bit between two men, who 
work themselves up to such a heated 
argument that they fall in each 
other’s arms and into a French 
drinking song. 

Dancing comes first, song num- 
bers second and comedy iast. 
There’s so much of the first two 
and so little of the last, any fixing 
in hopes of increased word of mouth 
should take that into account first. 

A couple of tunes are a little bet- 
ter than mildly appealing, ‘His In- 
vitation to Love’ and ‘Back Seat of! 
a Taxi.” They may catch on. 

Besides song numbers, Lilyan As- 
taire does numerous impressions. 
Most of them are clever, but the 
opener of Maurice Chevalier is 
pretty bad. It should go. Also for 
the scissors should be the high yel- 
low number Blanche Collins at-| 
tempts. Her first after the manner 
of Fifi D’Orsay is the sort of thing 
she does well, the other isn’t. 

Marion Young, Lucian La Riviere, 
Marjorie Enters, Philippe Borgia, 
Maryon Dale, Leo Henning, Lita 
Lope and others work song and 
dance numbers, both as doubles and 
singles. Miss Lope leans to the 
Spanish type. 





\denly marries 


on behind a transparent curtain, 
and shoots her; then picks up the 
telephone and asks the police to 
come and arrest him. 

His best friend, Dr. Held, great 
criminalist, takes up his defense. 
The charge is premeditated murder, 


because Walter, the murderer, 
bought a revolver only a few days 
; before he killed his wife. Held’s 


point is that he bought the revolver 
because there had been holdups in 
the lonely suburb where the Walters 
lived, and that he killed the wife 
whom he adored only because he 


j happened to have the revolver in his 


pocket when he suddenly, without 
having a previous inkling of it, dis- 
covered his wife’s unfaithfulness. 
If Held can carry this point he can 
get an acquittal. 

But to prove this he must get 





doubles for several skits and bits, 
as do others, including Prival and 
M. Maurice, latter magician who's 
known around vaude. 

The revue opens and closes on a 
Ship’s deck setting. It’s somewhat 
like the set used by Sam Bernard, 
2nd, who had a hand in writing of 
the show, when he was in vaude 
recently. 

Program on the show is difficult 
to follow. It fails to bill some peo- 
ple and numbers, while the stage 
is often occupied by material that 
is nowhere t. be identified by bill- 
ing. Char. 


BIDDING HIGH 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Vanderbilt Sept .28 by Joe De Milt; written 
by Lois Howell; staged by John Hayden. 


ere King Calder 
Mra. Crane. ..osce eeeees+»-Maud Edna Hall 
Edward Crane..............Carleton Macy 
Myra Crane....... eooees. Nedda Harrigan 
SE Tse cevscoseevescvoeses Ivan Miller 
| Terre Shelah Trent 


Those concerned in this presenta- 
tion did not take much of a chance 
financially. That little money was 
required tells the reason it was pro- 
duced. One set, small cast, low sal- 
aries may string ‘Bidding High’ 
along, but it is a comedy with little 
laughter and less gayety. Another 
pop-priced show ($2.75 top) that 
adds nothing to a hitless September. 

With the field of stock constricted, 
understood the sponsors hope to sell 
the picture rights. That there is 
anything in the sister against sister 
idea is doubtful for films. Strife 
within families is true enough, but 
the characters of the play are gen- 
erally unbelievable. Whether that 
is the fault of the writing or the 
acting is unimportant. 

Show was first known as ‘Jimmy 
Takes Possession,’ title change 
meaning nothing either. In general 
atmosphere it is small town, locale of 
Englewood, N. J., permitting the 
people to talk of going and coming 
from jobs in New York. The Cranes 
are plain people, father conducting 
a small jewelry shop in the front of 
their dwelling. Sylvia and Myra are 
both employed in Wall Street brok- 
erages. 

They are strangely assorted sis- 
ters. Myra is plain, Sylvia is pretty. 
Myra is sincere, Sylvia a double- 
crosser. She says she is that way 
because she'd do anything to attain 
wealth. For that reason she sud- 
Mark Ellis, stock 
broker who has been paying atten- 
tion to Myra. She turns the trick 
by telling him that Myra is engaged 
to Jimmy Stevens. That’s the lad 
Sylvia loves, but she sees no chance 
of Jimmy making real money. 

Within six months Sylvia and 
Mark are near the parting of the 
ways. Jimmy, turned bootlegger, is 
now in the money and has been 
meeting Sylvia clandestinely and 
illicitly. When she learns that 
Mark is broke, she takes the rotten 
way of getting a divorce after com- 
ing upon her sister and her hus- 
band in an innocent enough em- 
brace. It is Jimmy who compels 
her to take another route—Reno— 
and he with her to see there will be 
no side-tracking. Jimmy realizes 
just the sort of person Sylvia is and 
tells her so, but he loves her and 
they are to wed. That leaves Mark 
and Myra that way mildly. 

The six players are not getting 
much money, so to make up for it, 
all the names are liberally displayed 
on the house boards. Shelah Trent 
is rather attractive as Sylvia, with 
@ loping gait that seemed to carry 
her distances across the stage. King 





William Sunderman,  baritona, 


Calder as Jimmy will do better ina 
better part, Toes. 





her husband while she is dressing in 
front of the mirror. When Held 
kisses her, she is disgusted, angry 
because he has spoiled her makeup, 
anc he sees her real face in the 
mirror. 


When his wife goes off, allegedly 
to play bridge with some friends, 
Held follows her and catches her, 
as the other man did, in the arms of 
her lover. Murder in his heart, but 
he has no revolver. 

Held compels his wife to be pres- 
ent at the trial, where he delivers a 
brilliant speéch, the climax of the 
play, in defense of Walter. Maria 
gives herself away by breaking 
down. Held makes her listen to the 
verdict, which she knows will de- 
cide not only Walter’s fate but hers, 
It is an acquittal, and Maria be- 
lieves that means a death sentence 
for her. But after the acquittal, a 
precedent which takes the edge off 
the heroism of cold-bloodedlv kill- 
ing his wife, Held allows her to de- 
part, too disgusted with it all to 
become violent. 

The play has depth and meaning. 
Its technique is brilliant. Torzs 
gave a very good performance in 
the part of Held, the lawyer, and 
Gellert, as a nervous wreck of a 
wife-slayer, was heart-rending. 


AZOR 


Paris, Sept. 24. 


A comedy with lyrics in three acts by 
Raoul Praxy. , Produced by Alfred Will- 
metz and Meusi. Lyrics by Max Eddy. 
Music by Gabaroche. More tunes by 
Pearly and Shagnon. Bouftes Parisiens 
Paris. Sept. 20. Cast includes: Koval, 
Sabaroche, Reda-Caire, Casa, Jane Mar- 
nac, Arletty, E. de Creus, Derminy and 
others, 


Even for locals it’s a poor show, 
The local press, usually overkind, 
pans it in a polite way. 

When local newspapers are 
vaguely indifferent, it means a lot. 

The play shows a police captain’s 

secretary in love with the niece of 
the Minister of Justice, but plagued 
by the love of one of his former mis- 
tresses, and also by that of an 
Apache girl in jail under his care, 
This explains why burglars are in- 
troduced in a villa where he keeps 
an evening appointment with the 
lady, and also why the Minister for 
Justice gives an Apache ball in the 
end where everything gets straight- 
ened. 
Jane Marnac very much to the 
fore. Her love for sensational self- 
display makes her play the Apache 
girl and in a dance in which she 
doesn’t give a proper chance to her 
partner, the dancer Tillio. Arletty 
doesn’t get much of a play either 
as the old mistress. 

Koval, who is a first rate come- 
dian on stage and screen in ritzy 
foreigners’ parts, and scored big op- 
posite Francoise Rosay in ‘Poupon- 
niere,’ has been miscast in the part 
of a little yiddish burglar. 

As to Gabaroche as leading man, 
he works like a brake in slowing up 
the show. To be forgotten, forgiven 
and considered as a curtain raiser 
for future offerings of the season, 


NEW 


NON-SMARTING 
TEARPROOF 


Maybelline 


Here's what you've been 
wanting — for off stage 
and on. A real eyelash 
darkener; one that goes 
on right the first time and 4 
that won't run, smear or 
smart with tears or per- “ 
spiration. Positively non-smarting! The mosf 
opular mascara with the profession. Perfectly 
armless. Try the NEW Maybelline. Black of 
Brown, 75c at any toilet goods counter, 
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Gauvreau and Winchell 

Situation of a newspaper column- 
jst’s managing editor taking a tough 
slap at a staff member, possibly 
never before matched in American 
journalism, will make journalistic 
history on that fact alone. It con- 
cerns Emil Gauvreau’s latest novel, 
his second writing along those lines, 
titled ‘Scandal Monger’ which, in its 
Raddy Radcliffe character, makes 
little pretext it is other than a coun- 
terpart of Walter Winchell. In the 
course of the novel, however, Win- 
chell is mentioned in a favor. ble 
light, with one passage where the 
m.e. character of the book chided 
Radcliffe that he'll ‘never be an- 
other Walter Winchell.’ As in their 
days on the now defunct Bernarr 
Macfadden tabloid, the N. Y. ‘Eve- 
ning Graphic,’ Gauvreau is again 
Wirchell’s managing editor on the 
N. Y. ‘Mirror’ (A. J. Kobler’s a.m. 
tab,, Winchell doing his Broadway 
columnizing. 

Unsubtlety of the novel's thinly 
disguised characterizations, includ- 
ing actual use of the language about 
which Winchell has made so much 
to-do on numerous occasions, as 
having been coined or popularized 
by him, makes the reader wonder 
why Gauvreau didn’t call his col- 
umnist-hero (?) Winchell, by name, 
and forego any pretext at fiction- 
izing. It almost reads like an auto- 
biography, or at least so seems the 
intent. 

Gauvreau identifies himself in the 
book as Gaston, the enterprising 
Canuck-American editor, who dis- 
covered and ‘made’ the Broadway 
columnist, etc. Gauvreau’'s first 
newspaper novel was ‘Hot News.’ 

Unlike the Macfadden days, A. J. 
Kobler now reads copy on Winchell 
and not Gauvreau. That's wy the 
columnist’s request. In the book is 
recounted an episode of the m.e. 
purposely passing copy knowing it 
would cause trouble. Winchell, in 
actuality, while invariably taking 
chances, and with a passion for ac- 
curacy in detail, proper credit, etc.. 
which penchant he has developed 
into something of a credo, has nat- 
urally been chary of too long 
chances, particularly in view of his 
owr. strained intra-office relations 
in the ‘Mirror’ editorial rooms. This 
difference of opinion with his m.e. 
and also his publisher, Kobler, is 
not. unknown, having been carried 
out to the degree where Winchell 
must pay for his own stenog. 

‘Scandal Monger,’ like the Rian 
James novel, *‘Loudmouth,’ is out- 
spoken in many other details, sev- 
eral of them rather innocuous and 
a couple of spots quite pregnant 
with personal spleen. James, inci- 
dentally, is another Winchell feudist 
arising from the latter columnist 
figuratively slapping James’ wrist 
because t!* Brooklyn ‘Eagle’ col- 
umnist (james) allegedly adopted 
some of the Winchellian and other 
journalistic ideas and items. 

The Gauvreau novel is said to 
have reacted in Winchell’s favor as 
Kobler and Winchell are now 
friendlier than ever before. It’s the 
first time in months that the col- 
umnist and his publisher have been 
in such amicable accord with pre- 
vious attempts to break contracts, 
etc. Legal opinion to Winchell is 
said to be that his managing editor’s 
novel is sufficient grounds for a 
contract breach, but with Kobler’s 
ewitch-over to Winchell’s side it 
makes it jake for the columnist. 

Kobler is reported to have stopped 
Gauvreau’s column, out of the 
‘Mirror’ since Sept. 26, as the re- 
sult of their squabbles which have 
nothing to do with Winchell. Gauv- 
reau’s explanation is supposed to 
be that Arthur Brisbane had it 
stopped for alleged reasons of jeal- 
ousy. Kobler’s insistence has al- 
ways been that while Hearst 
financed him, W. R. has nothing to 
do with the ‘Mirror. Considering 








‘Guest’ Detectives 





Farrar & Rinehart has an 
idea by which it hopes to stir 
up interest in its detective fic- 
tion, being issued at the rate 
of one book a month. Plan is 
a ‘Guest Detective’ for each of 
the books, the idea being for 
some notable to read the story 
in advance of publication and 
make known how soon he or 
she can discover the story's 
culprit. 

First of the Guest Detectives 
is Alice Brady. Miss Brady 
picked the murderer ‘hin 
150 pages of the bocx sub- 
mitted, not so good from a 
sales viewpoint because the 
test of a detective story is the 
failure to pick the guilty per- 
son until the last chapter. 

However, F. & R. is honest 
about Miss Brady’s prowess as 
a picker-outer of murderers in 
fiction. 











Knopf’s Xmas Effort 


Alfred A. Knopf will attempt to 
cut in on the Christmas greeting 
card trade with small books of 


poems bound in paper and intended 
to serve the same purpose. Pieces 
will be called Borzoi Chapbooks 
and will be supplied with envelopes 
for mailing. To sell at 50 cents. 

Not entirely a new idea, Knopf 
admits, as it was quite the vogue 
to mail books of poems for Christ- 
mas greetings a century back. That, 
of course, was before J. P. McEvoy 
turned to writing greeting cards. 
But Knopf is not McEvoy’s pub- 
lisher, and, besides, Knopf has a 
warm spot in his heart for poetry, 
having been a poet once himself. 

Knopf has short poems by Sieg- 
fried Sassoon, Sara Teasdale, Arch- 
ibald MacLeish and Sylvia Towns- 
end Warner for the first of his 
Borzoi Chapbooks. 


Morgan’s $22,500 Guarantee 


Further info on the deal by which 
Charles Morgan, author of the cur- 
rent best seller, ‘The Fountain,’ goes 
to Macmillan with his next novel, 
is that Morgan is guaranteed $22,- 
500 by Macmillan for three books. 

For Macmillan it means that each 
of the forthcoming Morgan books 
must sell 35,000 copies before the 
publisher will see anything at all. 
That sales figure is big in itself 
and not often reached. 

Now, reported, too, that Morgan 
asked Knopf, the ‘Fountain’ pub- 
lisher, to meet the Macmillan offer 
but Knopf couldn't see it. 


Monthly Giveaway 

New family mag, a giveaway, em- 
bodying various advertising tie-ups, 
is being projected by A. J. De Cas- 
tro. Offices have been established 
in New York, with a staff already 
at work. 

Title will be ‘Every Month.’ Dis- 
tribution will be sectional with 
state lines as borders. Mag will 
first be introduced in Connecticut, 
then Massachusetts. Ultimately it 
will take in every state east of the 
Mississippi. 

Subject matter will range from 
fiction to cross-word puzzles, with 
Randall M. White editing. The free 
distribution will be directly to the 
home with the advertising tie-ups 
to vary with each state. These 
won't be disclosed until definitely 
contracted for. 

Coast Banquet 

Authors now in Hollywood will 
attend a banquet being given at 
The Writers Club, Oct. 6. Rupert 
Hughes will toastmaster. 

Scheduled to be present are: Vicki 
3aum, Frank Condon, Robert Bench- 





that Brisbane could have squawked | ley, Richard Boleslavsky, Bartlett 


long ago, if there was any profes- 
sional jealousy, is mentioned by 
Koblerites who credit the publisher 


with thus arbitrarily chastizing his | Charles 


m.¢. who prided himself o that col- 
umn of topical comment in the Bris- 
bane style. 

Winchell, in taking no cognizance 
of ‘Scandal Monger,’ merely men- 
tions that he still is bound to Simon 


| 


| 





Cormack, Vina Delmar, Homer Croy, 
Corey Ford, John Emerson, Zane 
Grey, Anita Loos, Hamlin Garland, 
MacArthur, Cyril Hume, 
Max Miller, Gouverneur Morris, Up- 
ton Sinclair, Donald Ogden Stewart, 


|Nina Wilcox Putnum, Fulton Ours- 


| ler, 


Robert Sherwood, Bayard 
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| Veiller and Maurine Watkins, 


& Schuster for a book which is now | 


When he does 
have his in- 


three years overdue. 
finally get to it. he'll 
nines hetween covers. 


German-American Weekly 
German-American weekly 


fraternal angle bows 


A new 
With a 


in | 


| 


shortly. Sponsors of the publication, | 


te be known as ‘Der Fuhrer,’ claims 
to have an advance paid-in circula- 
tion of nearly 8.000. 


Blair’s Plans 
Pretentious plans for a new book 


‘publishing company occupying but 
a single desk is that of Coventry 
House, organized by Adam Blair. 
Blair is working out of a_ public 
steno’s office where he occupies a 
desk when there. 

New book publisher will begin 
activities this month with no less 
than six books as a starter. Will 
| be limited editions, a few new, the 
| balance reprints. Some of them 
|} epicy. 

Coventry House not in the open 
market for manuscripts just yet. 


Head is Morris Grossfield, also an 
attorney. Editorial content will be | 
'n both German and English. 
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Best Seller Short on Money 


Axel Munthe, author of ‘The 
Story of St. Michele,’ told a ‘Va- 
;}riety’ correspondent that his book 
although a best seller in 12 coun- 
tries, had been a financia! failure 
|He is independently wealthy and 


| had set up a fund from the 
;of the book to be used in 
holm to help the blind and various 
| protective societies for animals and 
| birds. 
Entire fund was invested in 
of the Kreuger concerns and 
lost in the crash. Now, Munthe has | 
to make this sum good and has de- | 
cided to let Dutton’s put out his 
new book, “The Missing Pages from 
the Story of St. Michele.” Munthe 
was for 38 years the personal phy- 
sician to the late Queen of Sweden. 

Since publication of the first book 
he has received more than 5,000 fan 
letters from America and over 2,000 
Americans have gone to Capri to 
find St. Michele. As a result he has 
moved to a tower on the other side 
of the island where he refuses to | 


greet autograph hunters. 


receipts 


Stock- 


one 
was 


| 
Gibbons’ Foursome 

Floyd Gibbons may loom big on 
the publishers’ lists this winter. | 
Gibbons has turned over to Jim 
Geller, of the Morris office, three | 
book length collections of his pieces | 
for disposal. He is also putting to- 
gether a fourth. 

Two of the volumes are of pieces 
Gibbons has done on the air, revised | 
and with tke advertising credits 
eliminated. They are called ‘Adven- 
tures in Science’ and ‘Headline 
Hunters.’ The third is ‘Station 
TNT,’ not as yet broadcast. Fourth 
book is a number of short biogs on 
outstanding heroes of the war. No 
title for this one as yet. 


Butterick’s Trade Sheets 





Butterick’s two trade _ papers, 
‘Good Hardware’ and ‘Progressive 
Grocer,’ formerly grouped in the 


| 
| publishing company’s trade division, 


|have been disassociated from the 
| organization for purpose of special- 
ized operation. 

Only the fashion mag and its af- 
filiates will be issued under the lim- 
ited Butterick Co. name hereafter. 
Butterick Business Publications has 
been formed to handle the two trade 
papers. 


Guide for Girls 

Helen Hoerle, who collaborated 
on ‘The Girl and Her Job,’ now ap- 
pears as the solo author of ‘The Girl 
and Her Future’ (Harrison Smith 
and Robert Haas), in which 80 em- 
ployment possibilities are discussed 
in 356 pages. 

Scarcely more than a brief out- 
line of any one endeavor, but prob- 
ably helprul to the girl who would 
select a career. An ample list of 
credits indicates that Miss Hoerle 
has been exhaustive in her re- 
search, bringing to the volume the 
latest information in lines of en- 
deavor ranging from aviation to 
manicuring plus the phases of the 
stage and pictures. 





Hearst Chicago Merger? 

Reports were vigorous in Chicago 
last week that the often-hypoth- 
icated merger of the ‘Herald-Ex- 
aminer,’ Hearst morning sheet, and 
the ‘American’ would soon come off. 
Dropping of Ashton Stevens and 
Jess Kreuger’s column was taken 
as first omens. 


iJast week, than in any mag in recent 








Story, unconfirmable, was that a 
new paper with all-day editions 
would be styled the ‘Herald-Amer- 
ican’ and use but one staff instead 
of two with the separate sheets at 
present, 

Recent establishment of one art 
and photographic department to 
serve both papers lent further sup- 
port to the report. 


Sampliner as Distributor 
Paul H. Sampliner, who left the 





Eastern Distributing Corp. when 
that mag distributor went into the 
| hands of a receiver two weeks ago, 





|} has formed his own distributing or- 
| ganization, the Independent News | 
Co. 

First periodicals taken 
Sampliner are the Meriwell 
|numbering four. Sampliner expects 
to obtain a number of other publi- 


on by 


mags, | 





| vate 
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Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending October 1 as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 
Fiction 
Sons Ce. nhs. «nd dees Cia SS OP bd 4 Se Oe Se By Pearl § Buel 
Sheltered Late’ (B2.50) ocosrcctevcvevess ~eeeee-- BY Ellen Glasgow 
The Fountain’ (BB.00) sss eee By Charles Morgan 
Three Gheet’ CEGB0) 660s cesses ses cvscs By Tiffany Thayer 
Poekine. Pichi Gee) kos dan ceeeakecdbeccuevets By Ann Bridge 
The Fortress’ ($2.50) ........-eee00e: hoes By Hugh Walpole 
Non-Fiction 
‘More Merry Go Round’ ($3.00) ..........--6> evedocnves Anonymous 
‘March of Democracy’ ($3.50) ........ ..-By James Truslow Adams 
‘Death in the Afternoon’ ($3.75) .......... By Ernest Hemingway 
‘Van Loon’s Geography’ ($3.75)...... By Hendrik Wilhelm Van Loon 
Tet'’s Start Over Again’ (BL.660). i. oicdscsavese reas By Vash Young 
‘Princess in Exile’ ($3.50) ..... By Grand Duchess Marie of Russia 








York he probably would have writ- 
ten it in one word. 


i | 

Al Smith's 1st ‘Outlook’ | 
Probably more interest in that | 
first ‘New Outlook, out 


issue of 


years, all directly due to the politi- 
eal significance of having Al Smith 


edit a paper of this kind. Publisher 
is Frank A. Tichenor who came 
into the publishing field via the 
‘Plumbers Trade Journal’ and went 
from that to acquisition of ‘The 
Spur, a class society mag. Now, 
with the new mag, his is possibly 


the most versatile publishing house 
in the country. 

Printers were told to knock out 
500,000 copies of the first issue of 
‘New Outlook’ and advertisers were 
guaranteed 200,000 circulation. In 
the first issue, outside of Al Smith’s 
editorship and pronuciamento, there 
are articles by Owen D. Young, 
Henry Ward Beecher, Robert Wag- 
ner and Archibald Roosevelt, among 
others of political note, while H. I. 
Philips handles a humorous piece. 

A new department is called ‘To 
See or Not to See’ and consists of 
brief and tabloid reviews of plays 
and films, with the two not sepa- 
rated in any way. Department is 
edited by Cy Caldwell. 


Hitching Side-Tracked 

L. L. Hitching, the London ‘Daily 
Express’ dramatic critic, brought 
down from ‘up North,’ has been 
switched over to the ‘Express’ eve- 
ning edition, the ‘Standard,’ where 
he will do general work. 

It was hoped when Hitching made 
his appearance in London, the ‘Ex- 
press’ would have a successor to 
Swaffer. Several of them were tried 
out, and finally Hitching got the as- 
signment. He started off slugging 
shows, and it wasn’t long before 
they began to put the brakes on 


him. He is succeeded on the ‘Ex- 
press’ by Ewart Hodgson, film 
critic. 


Crowell’s Book-Lengths 


Book length novels to be serial- 
ized in the Crowell publications, 
“‘Woman’s Home Companion’ and 
‘The American,’ within the next 12 
months include: ‘Star Magic,’ by 
Channing Pollock; ‘Love and the 
Lieutenant,’ by Robert Chambers; 
‘Merchant Prince,’ by Ursula Par- 
rott; ‘Walls of Gold,’ by Kathleen 
Norris; ‘Beggars All,’ by Katherine 
N. Burt; ‘Guardians of the Desert,’ 





by Tom Gill, and untitled novels by 
Dorothy Canfield, DuBose Hey- 
ward, George Weston, Frances 
Noyes Hart, E. Phillips Oppen- 
heim and Kathleen Norris (a sec- 
end story). 

Charlie Chaplin’s ‘Own Story’ is 
also to appear in one of these mag- 
azines shortly. 


Another for Parents 


George J. Hecht, publisher of 
‘Parents’ Magazine,’ will get out an- 
other of similar type for the New 
York area and for seasonal! publi- 
cation only. 

Title of the new one will be ‘The 
Metropolitan Mothers’ Guide.’ It 
will be published from October to 
June to take in the school period 
Mag will be of the so-called class 
type, with its ¢ peal directed at 
mothers of children attending pri- 
schools, 

Clara Savage Littledale, the ‘Par- 








'eations formerly handled by East- | ents’ Magazine’ editor, will act in 
lern, | the same capacity for the compan- 
lion publication, : 
Campbell’s Interview —— 
Jack Campbell, newspaperman, Julia Shawell’s Film Novel 

had his red headed mugge on page Julia Shawell, former m.p. criti 
one of the ‘Dagens Nyheter,’ Stock-|on the now defunct New York | 
holm daily. He had come up from | ‘Graphic,’ has just finished a novel | 
| Paris for the purpose of interview- | on Hollywood entitled ‘Pillow Slips | 
ling Greta Garbo, if possible, and | Publication arrangements not yet 
had made the contact which, to the | complete 

mind of the Swedish daily, made} Miss Shaweli has alse just wound | 
him importan?d @nough for an in- up a series of 10 articles on film- 
| terview. i\dom for ‘Pictorial Review. She is 
Campbell obliged for a column | alse doing nome writing for 
land a half on show biz In New , ‘Liberty 


Honored by Canada 

Back to Belleville, Canada, where 
he spent his youth and from whence 
he went out into the world to win 
fame in literature, journalism and 
statesmanship, came Sir Gilbert 
Parker on Sept. 28. 

In the small Ontario town where 
the tribute of a nation was paid by 
church and state, Sir Gilbert's body 
was buried as 19 high dignitaries 
of the church took part in the fune- 
ral service. Present were Premier 
Bennett of Canada and many cabi- 
net ministers. One of the incidents 
of the funeral was the attendance 
of the surviving members of a class 
he had taught in a near-by village. 
These numbered 15. 

The Canadian novelist, first from 
the Dominion to gain world wide 
recognition, died in London,+ Eng- 
land, on Sept. 6 of a heart attack. 
He was 70. 

Migrating at a time when a lit- 
erary career could not be made a 
profession in Canada, he was, at the 
time of his death, Canada’s most 
distinguished literary expatriate. He 
was honored with three doctor’s de- 
grees, a knighthood and a baronetcy 
and was elected to the British House 
of Commons and the Privy Council, 


Real Names of Authors 


Ellery Queen, author of ‘The 
Egyptian Cross Mystery,’ is behind 
the mask which his publisher makes 
him don for publicity purposes 
Manfred Lee. Faith Baldwin, whose 
newest book is ‘Myra,’ is Mrs. Hugh 
Hamlin Cuthrell. And Princess Der 
Ling, who wrote ‘Golden Phoenix,’ 
is Mrs. Thaddeus C. White. 





Identity Queered 

Baltimore ‘Sun’s’ explanation as 
to why the paper ousted its former 
political correspondent in Washing- 
ton is said to be not because of any 
concern with ‘Washington Merry- 
Go-Round,’ as a co-author, but al- 
legedly because his identity closed 
the political news channels to the 
scribe. This made him of limited 
value to the paper as a capital rep. 

The other policical writer who 
was later identified as collaborator 
with the ‘Sun’s’ newspaperman lost 
his job at about the same time. No 
explanation known, although the 
book was alleged to have had little 
to do with it. 

Denver Editor Dies 

John B. Day, city editor Denver 
‘Post,’ 43, died following an emer- 
gency operation. He is survived by 


wife and three daughters. His 
brother is managing editor of the 
‘Post’. Funeral services were held 


at the church where he was bap- 
tized and married. 

City editor of the ‘Post’ eleven 
years, he started in the newspaper 
game as copy boy in Denver. 


Lounsbury Weds 

George F. Lounsbury, associate 
editor of the Milwaukee Sentinel, 
and Mrs. Margaret Seyler, Milwau- 
kee, were married at Rockford, Tl, 
Sept. 27. 

Mr. Lounsbury was for several 
years publicity director for the Da- 
vidson and Majestic theatres, Mil- 
waukee, following his resignation as 
drama editor on the old Evening 
‘Wisconsin.’ 


S-S’s Scientific Monthly 
Street & Smith, oldest of the pulp. 
mag publishers, will issue a non- 
fiction magazine for the first time 
in its history. Innovation is a scien- 
tific monthly to be called ‘Progress.’ 


Austin C. Lescarboura, former 
{editor of the ‘Scientific American,’ 
is said to have sold the idea to 
Street & Smith, Lescarboura will 
edit ‘Progress.’ 

Wilstach, the Fifth 

John Wilstach joins the literary 
colony on the island of Majorca, 
}south = of Barcelona Spain, this 
lwinter, sailing with his wife, the 
former Evelyn (‘Follies’) Morton. 

(Continued on page 64) 














| i 


eee, See ce oe 





REPO A et! oe r wae 
tt Ap eee ea 
Eee : 


SARS Ra a, Rc aOR 


A Rl NO ERE Ht I len CNR CS ous 














————— 


48 Ve (RIE TY 


Tuesday, October 4, 1932 





RADIO 





New Program Calendar 


Periods on the air for the first 


time, or resuming commercially 





TUESDAY, OCT. 4 
‘Lady Esther Serenade’ (NBC). 
Lady Esther cosmetics starts Wayne 
King’s band on a once-weekly eve- 
ning series in addition to the Sun- 
day matinee’ session. Originates 


;under the bankrolling of the Borax 
Co. Originating from WJZ, N. Y., 
9 to 9.30 p. m. EST. 
SUNDAY, OCT. 9 
‘Musical Memories’ (CBS). Spon- 


sored by the Investors Syndicate of 





Originating from Chi- 





from Chicago, coming through | Minneapolis. 
WEAF, N. Y., 8.30 to 9 p.m., EST. cago, with Thora Matrens, mezzo- 
WEDNESDAY, OCT. 5 contralto: Phil Porterfield, baritone; 
‘ , ‘ > " : the Four Norsemen quartet and 
Captain Diamond’ (CBS). Dra-|iank Westphal orchestra, and 


matic sketch sponsored by General 
Foods for Diamond Crystal Salt. 
Originates from WABC, N. Y., 8 to 
8.30 p.m. Hookup limited to N. Y., 
Boston, Springfield, Baltimore, 
Rochester, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, 
Detroit, Cincinnati. 

‘Adventures of Sherlock Holmes’ 
(NBC). G. Washington Coffee re- 
turns the serial to the air over the 
basic blue, Canadian, Mountain and 
Orange (west coast) links and 
KFDS and KTAR. Originating from 
WEAF, N. Y., 9 to 9.30 p.m., EST. 

‘The Shadow’ (NBC). Blue Coal, 
the new sponsor for this mystery 
serial, will give it g link of 12 east- 
ern stations for a 30-week run. 
Originating from WEAF, N. Y., 8 to 
8.30 p.m., EST. 

THURSDAY, OCT. 6 


‘Maxwell House Showboat’ (NBC). 
Presented by General Foods with 
Charles Winninger, Hall Johnson 
choir, Jules Bledsoe, Lanny Ross, 
January and Molasses, Annette 
Henshaw, Don Vorhess Orch. and 
dramatic cast of five. Hookup of 54 


stations. Originates from WJZ, N. 
Y., 9 to 10 p.m., EST. 
‘Oriental Moods’ (CBS). Cali- 


fornia Walnut Growers’ Association 
presents a serial dramatization of 
the life and philosophy of Omar 
Khayyam, with Raymond Paige di- 
recting a 30-piece orchestra, over 
34 stations. Originates from Los 
Angeles and comes through WABC, 
N. Y., 9.30 to 10 p.m., EST. 
‘Radio Household Institute’ (NBC). 
Centaur Co. (Fletcher’s Castoria) 
presents a 13-week series of dra- 
matic sketches framed around the 
proper: care of children. Originat- 
ing from WJZ, N. Y., 11.30 to 11.45 
m., EST. 
‘Death Valley Days’ (NBC). For 
its third consecutive season this 
t=weekly ‘Old Ranger’ series returns 
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clearing through WABC, N. Y., 7:30 
to 7:45 p.m., EST. 
MONDAY, OCT. 10 
‘Sally and Bob’ (NBC). General 
Mills (Bisquik) has this script show 
set from Monday to Friday, inclu- 
sive, over the basic blue, with the 
program clearing through WEAF, 
N. Y., 3 to 3:16 p.m., EST. 
SUNDAY, OCT. 16 
‘Fond Recollections’ (CBS). Dr. 
Miles Laboratories (AlkaSeltzer) 
sponsors this one, with Frederic 
Landis, the ‘Hoosier Editor,’ Ger- 
trude Lutzi, soprano; Four Norse- 
men Quartet and a studio combo. 
Originating WBBM, Chicago, 3:45 
to 4 p. m., CST. 


Blackett-Sample Kid 
Shows Crowd Twilight 
Periods in Chicago 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 
Blackett Sample Hummert, leader 
among advertising agencies in point 


of radio activity, will have a solid 
sequence of kid programs on Chi- 
cago stations from 5:15 to 6:30 
every evening during October. Three 
of the programs are experimental. 

These are as follows: 

5:15—‘Penrod and Sam’ on radio 
discs five nights a week from KYW 
on behalf of Phillips’ Magnesia, also 
sponsor of the Abe Lyman pro- 
grams. This is also being tested in 
Detroit and Rochester. 

5:30——Skippy,’ network over NBC 
for Wheatena. 

§:45—‘Little Orphan Annie,’ orig- 
inating over WGN, Chicago, and 
adding 10 stations this week for a 
network of around 30 outlets. 

6:00—‘Captain Jack,’ new 
program, WBBM, for Jelke. 

6:15—‘Secret Three,’ from WGN 
for Three Minute Cereal as a test. 

Blackett, Sample, Hummert has 
from 10 to 12 programs on the air 
daily. They are one of the most 
receptive of the agencies, also, to- 
ward Chicago origination of pro- 
grams. 








local 





AGCY. TAKES BOASBERG 


Al Boasberg has been signed to 
write exclusively for the Blackett- 
Semple - Hummert advertising 
agency. 

He will work in New York under 
Ed Conne, the radio program plot- 
ter, who handles many of the B-S- 
H accounts. 





Dentrifice in Chi 
Chicago, Oct. 3. 
Salomint, St. Louis toothpaste 
firm, is invading the north. Two 
local programs will be used in Chi- 
cago. Studio orchestra will be 
used over WMAQ while WAAF, day 
time station, gets a contract for a 
canned program. 
McJunkins handles the account. 























sketches, variety 











Announcing 


H. Leopold Spitalny 
Radio Presentations 


Wurlitzer Building 
329 South Wabash Avenue 


Chicago 
Telephone Harrison 6060 


A complete program and talent service, 
embracing all forms of entertainment— 
orchestral, instrumental, vocal, dramatic; | 


stage personalities. 
program building, program supervision— 
under personal direction of H. Leopold 
Spitalny—a type of service heretofore 
unavaiiable in the Middle West. 
cordially invited to visit our new studios. 








shows, outstanding 
Program planning, 


You are 











Warehouse Opening 


_—_—— 


GS ache 


They're now using. radio 
names to help dedicate a 
wholesale grocery company’s 


new warehouse. Happened 
over in Perth Amboy, N. J., 
with the Greenspan Bros., the 
celebrating food product dis- 
tribs. 

Hellman’s Mayonnaise sent 
Jones and Hare to the party, 
while National Biscuit con- 
tributed King Kill Kare; 
Maxwell House Coffee, Lanny 
Ross; Tastyeast Company, 
the Tastyeast Jesters; and 
Royal Baking Company, Ward 
Wilson. 


50 PROGRAMS CURRENT 
IN COAST DRAMA BOOM 


San Francisco, Oct. 3. 
Dramatic people who tried to sell 


sketches to western radio a few 
years ago are now pointing signi- 
ficantly te the present boom period 
of dramatic programs on the air. 

West, following the eastern lead, 
has gone drama, There are 50 such 
weekly programs on NBC's two lo- 
cal stations, KGO, KPO and CBS’ 
KFRC, as compared to the meagre 
handful two years ago, now 25 of 
these 50 dramatic. periods are paid 
for by advertisers, 

KGO has 19 of the 50. Of these, 
14 are sponsored. And of the 19 
offerings 10 originate in the west. 
Latter ifnclude ‘Little Orphan An- 
nie,’ ‘Wheatenaville,’ Dominio Club, 
the Buckaroos, ‘Memory § Lane,’ 
Shakespearean plays, Western 
Farm and Home hour, ‘Golden State 
Family Robinson’ and ‘Dr. Dick.’ 

Seventeen dramatic programs go 
out over KPO. Two are sponsored. 
And 12 originate on the Coast. They 
are ‘Bible Stories,’ ‘Dixie Memories,’ 
‘Life of Reillys,’ ‘Tarzan of Apes,’ 
‘Cecil and Sally, ‘Man Who Laughs,’ 
‘Story Teller,’ ‘One Man’s Family,’ 
Simpy and Glawdys, ‘Pigskin Ro- 
mances,’ Star Book series and 
‘Medicine Show.’ 

KFRC has 13 programs, all but 
three sponsored. Seven are western. 














Latter are ‘H-O Rangers,’ Eb and 
Zeb, Eno Crime. Club, ‘Gridiron 
Ghosts,’ ‘Between Goal Posts,’ 
‘Skippy’ and ‘Chandu.’ 

The 50 periods don’t include 


Amos ’n’ Andy, Myrt and Marge, 
Lucky Strike police yarns, March 
of Time and other eastern network 
features also received here. Neither 
do they include the sketches and 
serials broadcast by other local sta- 
tions, all of whom have at least one 
such offering each day. 

Drama boom is a windfall to the 
numerous Coast legit and stock peo- 
ple, most of whom are now doing 
their stuff before a mike instead 
of footlights. 


Fleischmann’s Vaude Ideas 
In Revised Program Policy 


Yeast with next 
Thursday's (6) program turns 
vaude on a big scale. Rudy Vallee 
continues, but a new five or six- 
act support show will be booked 
each week. 

Lineup for Thursday’s 
takes in Block and Sully, Greta 
Keller, a hillbilly girl trio, Otis 
Skinner, Cornelia Otis Skinner and 
other turns not yet booked. 

Account wants to use Babe Ruth 
to inaugurate the revised policy, 
providing the World Series sched- 
ule permits. 








Fleischmann 


session 





Former Heavy Spender 
Cutting Down This Yr. 


Affiliated Products, drug and cos- 
metic distributing combine, will 
most likely only return one of its 
products to the network airplanes 
this season. Jocur Wave Set is the 
single member of the group being 
readied, with a variety show the 
choice on a Sunday night schedule 
over CBS. Debut date will be 
either Oct. 16 or 23. Last year 
Affiliated Products spent over 
$1,000,000 with NBC alone. 

Louis Phillipe lipstick has al- 
ready been given the radio disc 
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route. Edna Wallace Hopper 
cream is also set for spot broad- 
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East 


Jimmy Wallington of NBC did the 
mike honors on a program during 
a flying visit to his old stand, WwGy 
Schenectady. 

Rev. Nelson Royden Rand, who 
adapts biblical episodes and heads 
a cast piesenting them over WGY, 
Schenectady, now represented on 
book market by ‘Biblical Dramas.’ 

FRC denied request of WHP, 
Harrisburg, Pa., to broadcast a pro- 
gram without announcing the use 
of transcriptions, where discs and 
artists-in-person were mixed. 

WCAC, Storrs, Conn., wants to 
up daytime power from 250 to 500 
watts. 

Big surprise in Baltimore is the 
Lord Baltimore hotel switching af- 
filiation trom the NBC _ outlet, 
WFBR, to the CBS affiliate, WCAO. 
It breaks up an alliance of more 
than two years. 

Jack Bailey, announcer at WAPI, 
Birmingham, is to become manager 
of WODX, Mobile, taken over by 
Bill, Pape, also operator of WAPI. 


Mid-West 


Linda Parker, with Cumberland 
Ridge Runners, and Art James, with 
the Maple City Four, both of WLS, 
Chicago, broke down and confessed 
they were married in June. 
Lou Warnecke, Chicago Cub 
pitcher, attending a Saturday night 
session of the WLS barn dance, re- 
turned a rubber ball tossed to him 
by Hiram Higsby with such force 
that Hiram had to buy a new derby. 
Western sports announcers got 
the breaks over New York on both 
networks for the World’s Series. 
CBS had Bob Elson, WGN, and Pat 
Flannagan, WBBM, teamed with 
Ted Heusing, while NBC took 
WMAQ'’s Hal Totten and Tom Man- 
ning of WTAM, Cleveland, to sup- 
port Graham McNamee. 

WPAD, Paducah, Ky., is asking 
for an increase in power from 100 
to 250 watts. 

FRC granted permission for 
WJMS, Ironwood, Mich., to change 
hours of operation from daytime 
only to unlimited. 

WIAS, Ottumwa, Ia., has been 
given the facilities of KSO and in- 
creased hours to unlimited. 

Increase in daytime power from 
100 to 250 watts has been granted 
KWCR, Cedar Rapids, Ia. 


West 


Following the lead of KNX, the 
CBS outlet in Los Angeles, KHJ, is 
now allowing prices to be mentioned 
on evening broadcasts. Heretofore, 
price announcements had been re- 
stricted to day-time announcements. 
Paul Newland, KHJ baritone, 
changed his name to Corey Kent, 
but it’s back again to the original. 

Volney James again m. c.’sing at 
KMTR, 

Intermountain Broadcasting Corp. 
of Ogden, Utah, requesting con- 
struction permit for new 500-watt 
station, and facilities of KLO. 

Stay order issued by Court of Ap- 
peals holds in abeyance FRC per- 
mission for KICK, Red Oak, Ia., to 
move to Carter Lake, Ia. 

Reversing Chief Examiner. Ellis 
A. Yost, FRC has denied a new per- 
mit for 100-watt station to Gus- 
tav A. Jenkins of Antonito, Colo. 

KGPP, Portland, Ore., police sta- 
tion, is seeking to increase power 
to 500 watts. 

KGML, Billings, Mont., has re- 

ceived authorization to move studio 
locally, install new equipment and 
increase daytime power to 2,500 
watts. 
William Andrews new assistant 
to Jennings Pierce, chief announcer 
for NBC, Frisco. Andrews replaces 
Cecil Underwood, promoted to pro- 
duction manager. 














Let out by NBC, Frisco, Sept. 24, 
Tom Mitchell returns to the net- 
work Oct. 10, doing his singing and 
pianoing in early a.m. spots instead 
of the ace night periods he previ- 
ously filled. 

New comedy program entitled 
‘Fun Factory’ is a daily noontime 
attraction on WLS, Chicago, It’s 


sustaining. 


WEHC, Emory and Henly Col. 
lege, Emory, Va., seeking permis- 
sion to move to Charlottesville, Va, 

W. W. McAllister has sold KMAC, 
— Antonio, Tex., to Walmac Co. 
ne 

J. E. Richards of Pine Bluff, Ark., 
petitioned FRC for new 250- watt 
station permit. 

John Thorwald of WRR, Dallas, 
back from Hollywood. 

Irene Taylor got her start war- 
bling with Jack Gardner’s band in 
Dallas. 

Andrew Quattlebaum, ex-NBC 
tenor, locating a music studio in 
Dallas. 

Tieup with KTRH, Houston, puts 
the local headline RKO act, playing 
the Majestic, on the air in a half 
hour program Sunday nights. 

‘Woman's Club Hour,’ conducted 
by Ola Beaubien, newspaper club 
editor, has been resumed by KTRH, 
Houston. 

Leota Rider, radio ed of the 
Houston ‘Chronicle,’ back from a 
trip to New Mexico and Kansas 
City. 

WHAS § settled difficulties with 
unions. 














Voice - A Guitar 
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TONY WONS 


(AND HIS SCRAP BOOK) 


| R YOU LISTENIN’? | 








WABC 
Daily at 9:30 A. M. 
I'm Introducin’ 
“A Pair of Red Heads” 
Pegyy Keenan & Sondra Phillips 


| R YOU WATCHIN’? | 








o L. OZ 


Associated with 


JENIE JACOBS 


1674 Broadway, New York 
Phone Columbus 5-1930 


Exclusively Booking RKO 























JOHN 


SHEVLIN— 


(TENOR) 
Featured on the Sweetheart Soap 
program every Wednesday, 11:45 
+» WIZ. 
Management of 
NBC ARTIST BUREAU 





NIC 








KUZNETZOFF 


OLINA 


30TH CONSECUTIVE WEEK 


“STEERO” Program, Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., WEAF 








Daily 6:45 P. M., 





GENE and GLENN 


(JAKE and LENA) 
QUAKER OATS COMPANY 
Daily 8 A. M., NBC RED NETWORK 
STANDARD OIL COMPANY 
E.S.T., 
Daily 7:15 P. M., E.S.T 






W TAM—CLEVELAND 
» WLW—CINCINNATI 
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casting on the shellacked platter, 


account possibly going in 
for a Sunday night session over 
either of the chains later in the 
season. Chances of Kissproof 


spending any money on the air this 


year looks slim. 


THOSE THREE LOVELY VOICES _ 
IN PERFECT HARMONY 


KELLER SISTERS and LYNCH 


| 5th MONTH—WOR—3 TIMES WEEKLY 





7:15 P. M., Monday—Wednesday—Saturday 
Direction PHIL TYRELL 
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BILL MURRAY 
OUT OF NBC 


William Murray is out as director 
of popular entertainment in the 
NBC Artists Service. Murray 
found his notice, taking effect im- 
mediately, hotel mailbox 
when he turned in Saturday (1) 
night. It was signed by George En- 


gels, v.p. in charge of the booking 
bureau, with the order coming from 
farther up the line. 

Recent realignment of top title 
holders, with George McClelland 
moving out as v.p. in charge of gen- 
eral operations to make room for 
Richard C. Patterson, who resigned 
as Commissioner of Corrections of 
the City of New York, is said to 
have had something to do with the 
change. Murray joined the net- 
work’s talent bureau June 1. For- 
mer conrection had been with the 
now dissolved Judson Radio Pro- 
gram Cor}. 

Patterson started his duties yes- 
terday (3). McCleiland becomes as- 
gistant to the NBC president, M. H. 
Aylesworth, whose duties, of late, 
however, have been more active on 
the RKO end, as president of that 
corporation. McClelland’s new post 
is specially created. It was last 
filled by G. W. Johnstone when he 
stepped up from press relations 
manager to become Aylesworth’s 
chief aid, but later returned to ac- 
tively manage the NBC press dept., 
although Frank Mason has since 
come in as v.p. on public relations. 
McClelland loses his v.p. title with 
the new shift. 


in his 





Milman’s Wife Goes Pix 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Virginia Milman, wife of Mort 
Milman of the NBC artists’ bureau 
in New York, is playing in her first 
picture, having been spotted in 
Warners’ ‘42nd Street.’ 

Milman, who has been here on 
NBC activities, returns to New 
York, but his wife will stay on for 
probable future film work. 
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Parlor Graces, Too 





Seems now that a mike ar- 
tist to get anywhere h::s to 
pack a personality not only in 
his voice but in his appear- 
ance. Anyway, that’s the im- 
pression conveyed in an ex- 
change of comment between 
two NBC execs following an 
audition given a tenor can- 
didate: 

Exec from the program de- 


partment: ‘Great voice that 
fellow’s got.’ 

‘Yes, agreed the exec Trom 
the artists’ service, ‘but he’s 


too old to make personal ap- 


pearances.’ 











5 Letouts Among Staff 
Changes at NBC, Frisco 


San Francisco, Oct. 3. 

Number of changes occur on 
NBC’s artist lineup this month when 
five staff singers get their walk- 
ing papers, two others leave for 
a Los Angeles commercial program 
and another duo’s sponsored pro- 
gram expires. 

Quintet of letouts bowing out 
Oct. 8, are Eva de Vol, Marsden Ar- 





gall, Harvey Orr, Rodney Johnson 
and Ted White. First four are 
holdovers from KRPBRO’s old staff, 


while latter has been with NBC for 
several years. Allan Wilson is an- 
other singer leaving, getting an 
indef leave of absence permitting a 
trp to his native Scotland. Ben 
Klassen and Everett Foster re- 
place Argall and Wilson on the 
weekly Caswell program. 

John and Ned (Wolfe and Tol- 
linger), leave Monday (10) for Los 
Angeles where they go on KGO’s 
sister NBC station, KFI, for Vitab. 

Quaker Oats contract expires 
Oct. 22, after which Van and Don 
(Fleming and. McNeil) take their 
‘Two Professors program east. Oats 
will stay off the air for a while. 





WJW’s Audition 
Akron, O., Oct. 3. 
Tentative date for the initial 
broadcast from WJW, being moved 
from Mansfield to Akron, has been 
set for Oct. 15. 




















AIR DEBUT 
20,000,000 


JESSE 


BLOCK 


SULLY 


This Thursday, Oct. 6 
8 to 9 P.M., ES.T. 


FLEISCHMANN HOUR 


As Guest Stars With 


RUDY VALLEE 


WEAF Coast to Coast 
Will You Be Listenin’? 











STATIONS OWNE 
AY PAPERS GUT 


Sustaining Payments Halved 
Only for Journal - Con- 
trolled Outlets — Asked 
Free Use, but Mills Said 
That ‘Would Stir Up Pro- 
tests’ — Commercial Pro- 
grams Benefit, Too 











TRADE LOSES 400G 





What virtually amounts to a 


33 1-3% reduction in music fees on 
the new three-year contract has 
been conceded to newspaper-owned 
stations by the American Society. 
Cuts allowed these some 130 out- 
lets, it is figured, will further bring 
down the estimated income of mu- 
sic from radio by close to $400,000 
over the three-year stretch. 


Under the revised tax arrange- 
ment the _ press-controlled trans- 
mitters need only pay 50% of the 
present sustaining rate and a com- 
mercial fee only on programs in 
which the Society’s copyrights are 
used. General run of contract be- 
ing demanded by ASCAP from sta- 
tions outside this class call for the 
same sustaining fee that prevailed 
the past year, plus 3%, 4% and 
5% of the net receipts from com- 
mercial sources for the next three 
years, respectively. 

Squawks Anticipated 

Original proposition made by the 
newspaper group asked that the 
sustaining fee be eliminated from 
their ASCAP bill entirely, con- 
tending that they were deserving 
of this consideration because of the 
print space given to the promotion 
and support of musical activities. 
E. C. Mills, acting for ASCAP, con- 
ceded the value of maintaining the 
goodwill of these contacts with 
public opinion, but took the atti- 
tude that the Society could not 
agree to a complete elimination of 
the sustaining fee here ‘because 
of the charges of discrimination it 
would likely stir up.’ 

Problem then came up of working 
out a percentage to be applied to 
the newspaper stations’ commercial 
business that would return to the 
Society an amount equal to the sum 
ASCAP could collect on the 3, 4 and 
5% plan less the seustaining fee. 
Rate eventually okayed all around 
not only cut the sustaining tax in 
half, but assured the press outlet a 
substantial reduction on the com- 
mercial end, as compared to what 
it would have to pay were it taxed 
on a par with non-newspaper- 
owned stations. Total savings will 
come to a minimum of 33%%. 

Sitting in for the newspaper-con- 
trolled outlets on the negotiations 
that wound up with the special con- 
cessions were H. Dean _ Fitzer, 
WDAF, ‘Kansas City ‘Star’; Lamb- 
din Kay, WSB, ‘Atlanta Journal,’ 
and Walter J. Damm, WTMJ, ‘Mil- 
waukee Journal.’ 

For the purpose of considering the 
concessions made by the Society and 
the idea of organizing an associa- 
tion made up exclusively of news- 
paper-owned stations, representa- 
tives from such outlets are sched- 
uled to meet at the Hotel Sherman, 
Chicago, next Monday (10). Invita- 
tions calling upon over 100 news- 
papers to attend the meeting was 
signatured by the trio that negoti- 
ated the tax deal for the press-con- 
trolled transmitters. 

The fee revisions are stressed as 


plished by an organization of this 
exclusive type, and assured the in- 





way conflict with those of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 


| 
HOUR’S 4 SPONSORS 
San Francisco, Oct. 3. 
Philips Baking Co. has returned 
ito KFRC gponsoring part of the 
‘Happy-Go-Lucky’ hour three days 
weekly for Vitab bread. 
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| Brings Lucky’s list of sponsors uj 
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Expensive Time 


Bulova watch spends $250- 
000 a year for those 10-second 
aerial ‘time’ announcements. 

Takes in radio chain and 
local spot bookings, the latter 
tieing up with the local mer- 
chant for an address plug 
wherever possible. The chains 
don’t permit it. 

Bulova regards this as the 
cheapest and most effective in- 
stitutional bally yet. 











G. 0. P. Chi Headquarters 


Laying Out Radio Time 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 
National Committee, 
headquartered in the Palmer House 
here, launching its ex- 
radio campaign covering 
October and right up to election day. 
It expects to spend about $125,000 
for radio, considerably less than in 
1928. 

Friday series over Columbia net- 
work is reported set to borrow 
Franklin Roosevelt's ‘Forgotten 
Man’ slogan. There will be farm 
programs Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays before and after NBC’s 
noontime ‘Farm and Home’ pro- 
gram, There will also be women’s 
programs during afternoon hours 
on both networks. 

Political intrusion into the pro- 
gram schedules has both networks 
goofy. Political headquarters, how- 
ever, are a lot goofier with the con- 
fusion of last minute organization. 
Scott Howe Bowen is handling the 
transcription and spot broadcasts to 
augment the network hook-ups. 

G.O.P. also expects to send out 17 
sound trucks with recorded and 
photographed canned speakers. 


Republican 


is already 
tensive 


CBS OBJECTS TO 
PERSONAL 
MGRS. 


CBS Artists 
opposed to its 
acts 





Service is strongly 


contract artists or 
taking on personal managers 
and is strictly exercising the clause 
in the stock covenant which forbids 
the attachment of such rep without 
Objection by the net- 
work is based on the claim that the 
has proved a 
it in dealings 
with commercial prospects, with the 


permission. 


personal manager 


stumbling block for 


salary quoted by the p. m. frequent- 
ly at variance with the figure sub- 
mitted to the client by the artists 
service. 


Instance after instance has oc- 
curred this season, the CBS bureau 
maintains, where negotiations for 
ether appearances have been 
jammed up by personal managers 
getting panicky over fear of los- 
ing out on an account and agree- 
ing to a price under that asked by 
the Columbia office. 

Some of the lesser name acts on 
the Columbia roster sought to put 
their business affairs in the hands 
of personal managers and at the 
same time retain the network bu- 
reau connection. These turns in 
taking the matter up with the 
artists service expressed a willing- 
ness to go on paying the latter its 
full commission no matter who ob- 
tained the engagements, but the 
network’s retort was that either it 
handled the management exclu- 





sively or else. 

















Wishes to Let 


at 





EDDIE 
JACKSON 


THE STRUTTIN’ FOOL 


of 


CLAYTON, JACKSON AND 
DURANTE 


Wishes Everyone 


“A HAPPY NEW YEAR” 


And That Goes for the Two Schnozzolas, 
JIMMY DURANTE and LOU CLAYTON 


Also 


Beginning October 5, 1932 
HOTEL PARAMOUNT GRILL 


235 West 46th Street, New York 


He Will Do His Struttin’ and Burn You Up 
With His Hot Songs 


Personal Management: 








You Know That 


the 


TONY SHAYNE 
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VARIETY 


EDDIE DOOLEY’S FOOTBALL 
REPORTS 

Sustaining 

WABC, New York 


Eddie Dooley, who used to call 
signals for Dartmouth, has reached } 
the air via the New York ‘Sun's’ 
sport pages He's doing a thrice 
weekly routine, with saturday eve- 
nines being devoted to game scores] 
of the day The past week end (1) 
was his program debut He will 
munch 15 minutes on each aerial 
bite 

Ia i rather high voice which 
doesn't seem to have the same ef- 
fect on a ‘mike’ that it may have 
had on Oberlander, et al., Dooley is 
wasting a let of time in detouring | 


for ‘color.’ It got so that it listened 


is if George Trevor, ‘Sun’ contem- 
porery of the former quarterback, 
might have written Dooley’s con- 
tinuity. That or it's evident that 


D vley believes in the Trevor double 
descriptive system, with all adjec- 
tives playing wide. That's all right 
on paper, but where he’s working 
against a clock and has plenty of 
territory to cover in a short space 
of time it doesn’t seem necessary. 
Besides which Dooley possesses an 
advantage he’s not exploiting. 

This is that Dooley was once on 
the inside looking out as a player. 
Presuming, and it seems logical 
enough, that the fans which tune in 
for football scores are almost as 
familiar with the subject at hand 
as Dooley himself, he needs no flow- 
ery build-up for the results of each 
contest in notating the backgrounds 
of the contending schools. Dooley 
knows enough football to step to 
the mike and talk to his public as 
if he were relating the scones and 
their eccentricities to a friend via 
phone. Otherwise he’s taking a 
chance of making his listeners im- 
patient by the accompanying de- 
scriptive matter, and thereby turn- 
ing them over to the straight score 
renditions on other stations. There's 
no reaching fer an audience in an- 
nouncing Saturday grid _ results. 
They've either got the period tabbed 
hours in advance or they don't care. 

Football and the sport pages of 
the dailies have their own complex. 
It wasn't so long ago that some of 
the athletic recounters of the Amer- 
ican press invariably felt a touch 
of nausea as Sept. 1 came around. 
There were a few reasons for this, 
but principally it was because foot- 
ball evidently provided little or no 
side money and that the writers 
thereof knew nothing about the 


game. The high public grid fever 
of the past few years forced the 


sport writers to smarten up on the 
country’s autumn hobby. 

A few years ago the ‘Sun’ became 
sufficiently astute to give Dooley, a 
former and prominently enough 
known player, a chance at writing 
of his athletic love, and then was 
afraid to follow through, and kept 
him covering high and prep school 
games for a couple of years. Of 
course, that may have been due to 
Dooley himself, in that he was a 
cub and the paper wanted the 
‘eolor’ rather than a report of what 
happened. The dailies apparent’y 
haven't yet wised to the fact that 
they'd give their grid stuff a lo: 
more autherity, and circulation, by 
picking boys who have played and 
whom the public knows have pla) ed 
to write the football lore. This also 
goes for radio in its game broad- 
casts. 

A Poston paper once tried the ex- 


periment for some of Harvard's 
major contests, and the reporting 


of this former Crimson star was a 
revelation not only to the fans but 
the players and coaches themselves. 
But there must be a drawback 
somewhere, for the practice has 
never become general. 

All of which is taking the long 
way ‘round to reiterate that Dooley 
possesses an ‘edge’ of which he is 
not taking advantage as yet. He 
has the quelifications in the full 
knowledge of what the game re- 
quires from its players and its 
technical interpretation. The ups 
and downs of the scores, the tradi- 
tional rivalry and effort the results 
represent n:ust be second nature to 
him. It only remains for him to 
give lis listeners credit for a de4- 
nite degree of familiarity with his 
subject and start from an advanced 
point rather than make of his aerial] 
sessions An elementary course 

Nid, 
JEANIE LANG 
With Jack Denny’s Orch, 
Songs 
WOR, !4ewark 

Here's radio’s next fav. 
the fans around the 
sector are talking 
Lang's ‘eute’ delivery 
euteness that fits 


about 
and 


the diminutive comedienne’ with 
Paul Whiteman in the 
picture, ‘King of Jazz,’ may recall. 

Spotted with Jack Denny at 


Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y.. WOR, by 
arrangement with the NBC, picks} 
up his combo when the congested | 
National air-waves don't 


Miss Lang is under Niitt 
ment and seems Well rrimcd 


1 


little solo builder uppe) inys. She 
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WEVD Dedicatory | GOLDEN STATE FAMILY 7 
Sustaining ROBINSON e@ 
| WEVD, New York COMMERCIAL | 
To celebrate the opening (28) of |\KGO, San Francisco 
| WEVD's new studios atop the Clar-| Golden State Milk for several 
idge hotel in Times Square, this| years sponsored a variety program, 
|mouthpiece of the town’s radical me Jamboree, over CBS’-Coast It happened to a fairly well known warbler who came on recently 
and liberal cohorts gathered before july 2 returns with a Swiss Family | fm the Coast. He has that personality that helps, which stood him 
ae Gaweild Garrison Villard, Abra-| Robinson idea embodied in a once | '" good stead when he called to make his first appointment with the 
ham Cahn. John Dewey and Morris| weekly half-hour serial done on network eee . Giri secretary saw that he got an early hearing and on 
Hillquit. Also Heywood Broun and| NBC's KGO here and KF, Los An- ; subsequent visits managed to have him ushered in immediately, no matter 
Harry Hershfield to handle the/seles. It’s slated for 52 weeks. how many were waiting before him. 


ae. C. 


| 


| 


honors and a flock of assorted 
entertainers. Broadcast festivities 
lasted the full three hours of eve- 
ning alloted the outlet, 8 to 11. 

It was a pleasantly arranged and 
etherized party, «even though on the 
very eve of the event the station's 
program manager, George Maynard, 
almost threw a monkey wrench in| 
the works by accusing the board of} 
trustees of showing discrimination 
toward color, and tossing in his res- 
ignation. Charge seemed odd in light 
of the fact that there were several 
necro entertainers on the dedicatory | 
bill, notably William C. Handy, who 
brought his daushter, Elizabeth, | 
along for an illustrated exposition of 
the blues. 

Broun didn’t stay long. He had a} 
regular Wednesday evening stand 
on WOR to fill for Macy’s book de- 
partment, but the columnists came 
back an hour or so later to deliver | 
himself of another gag and a snappy 


| 
| 


! 


First of the speakers to be handed 
the mike was Hillquit, Socialist 
leader, who, after delivering a eu- 
logy on Eugene V. Debs, to whom 
WEVD had been dedicated as a 
memorial, explained the fundamen- 
tal doctrine of Socialism. Cahn, 
kingpin of Jewish newspaper edi- 
tors and a novelist, followed. One 
of the organizations bankrolling 
this co-operative station is Cahn’s 
paper, the Jewish ‘Daily Forward.’ 
Biggest intellectual shot of them 
all, John Dewey, educator and phil- 
osopher, was spotted after a recital 
of Edwin Markham’'s ‘Man With the 
Hoe,’ by Ruth York, and a lowdown 
blues number by Betty Froos, which 
assortment, at least, served to prove 
that the station plays no cultural 
favorites. Dewey averred_ that! 
though radio impressed him as the 
greatest instrument for education of 
the people at large, the medium 
could also be converted into a pow- 
erful instrument of miseducation, 
and as an organ subject to the pro- 
paganda ana censorship of the 
group in power. 

Spot following a piano solo by 
Hortense Monah brought Oswald 
Garrison Villard, editor of ‘The Na- 
tion,’ to express the hope that 
WEVD will Lecome the key station 
of a nation-wide broadcasting sys- 
tem for ‘he exposition of liberal 
thought. 

Among those also on the bill were 
the Sepia Song Birds, a team that 
holds promise; the comedy sleuth 
duo, ‘Mr. Snoop and Mr. Peep’; 
Mile. Albino, soprano; Ted Black’s 
band; Grace and Charles Herbert 
and the studio’s symphonic ensemble 
under Paul Steinberg. Odec. 


CAPT. PETER ECKERSLEE 
Address 
Sustaining 
WENR, Chicago 

Capt. Eckerslee is the former 
chief engineer of the British Broad- 
casting System and a vitriolic critic 
thereof. He annihilated with verbal 
musketry the British notion of bar- 
ring advertising sponsorship, stat- 
ing that although he had been an 
exponent of this principle in the be- 
ginning it had worked out in prac- 
tice as stupid and dull, and he now 
repudiated and denounced it. 

Dripping with sarcasm and irony, 
his address over NBC sledgeham- 
mered the British, while extolling 
American practice in radio. He 
painted the daily program lineup on 
the tight little isle with detailed 
drollery until listening to him it 
was possible to yawn vicariously at 
the ennui of British programs. 

Trouble in a nutshell was that 
the radio being a function of gov- 
ernment and the executive jobs po- 
litical sinecures, everybody  con- 
nected with broadcasting over there 
was interested only in avoiding 





metropolitan 
Jeanie 
it's a/| sailed for England unmindful of any 
in well with the} 
personality which those who saw | ing to welcome him in his home 


Universal 


Already ; the International Radio Union. 


the! Serial Drama 


tnaanage- | 
for aj 
has 


a genuinely engaging ether person- 
ality all her own, including a little 


hic in her voice that gets 


great style. 


Incidentally, the 


over in 


long-proved 


Denny sounds better than ever these 


days, with 


ments of his. Abdel. 








those corking arrange- 


possible controversy by remaining 
;asS passive and cultural as possible. 


| &ckerslee bluntly described Sir 
|John Wreath, head of BBS, as ‘a 
} complete autocrat.’ 

Eckerslee has just made a radio 





survey in Australia and is founder 
Af- 

his fireworks over 
on board a ship and 


ter releasing 
NBC he got 
peevish scowls that might be wait- 
country. Land, 


| COMMISSIONERS’ DAUGHTER 





SUSTAINING 
KECA, Los Angeles 


| 
A pop-eved murder 


af- | 


mystery 


permit.| fair that carries a police commis- | 


sioner’s daughter and a reporter as 
heroine and hero. Whoever wrote it 
shows a lack of familiarity with | 
police affairs. It will not prove very 


Early chapters deal with impos- 


Plus this, the cast is particularly 


bad, 





ithe family 


color 


mond 


with Paul Carson at console, 
Kilgore handled the ad plugs, which 
followed the usual routine of prod- 
uct 
agencies and could stand shearing 
in half. 


are now 
enced a radio agency as Blackett, 
Sample & Hummert will be aware 
of shortcomings before the public is. 
Meanwhile there is probably enough 
promise of excitement in the plot 
to interest American boyhood even 
from the start. 


and 
characterizations are detected and 


effective to detective story follow- | 
ers, at which class the program is 
aimed, 


sible situations and implausibilities. | 


Show belongs to Freeman Tilden, 
penner of short stories and novels, 
who has moved to San Francisco 
with his family and will remain 
here that he might knock out the 
weekly episodes with an eye to au- 
thentic California surroundings as 
gets under way on a 
Tilden did a good 
Lo- 


tour of the state. 
job with the opening chapter. 
cale of future episodes will be 
throughout the _ state. Plenty of 
human interest, action, philosophy 
and laughs as written by Tilden. 
Cast, selected from NBC's local 
drama staff, did a nice job the first 
night. Perhaps best work done by 
Charles McAlister as wealthy uncle 
whose characterization held more 
and shading than that gen- 
erally heard via ether waves. Bar- 
ton Yarborough and Dorothy Des- 
did the husband and wife, 
Yarborough sounding somewhat 
youthful and reminiscent of Charles 
Both satis- 


Farvell's screen voice. 


little political speech on the unim-/ factory. Anita Calfot and Jack 
portance of charm in a candidate/ yory handled the juvenile roles, and 
for office. good. 


Musical sign provided by organ, 
Jerry 


purveying handed out by ad 


Carleton Morse produced. Bock. 





CAPTAIN JACK 
Episodic 
COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 


This sample of radio juvenilia is 


curiously uneven. It was hurriedly 
produced by 
Hummert on behalf of Jelke, oleo- 
margarine manufacturer with a new 
spread, Chocoleteen, 
dise. 
hastiness in preparation. 
some cases was entirely inapprop- 
riate. 
the phraseology of adults. 
was hazy and change of scene not 
marked with 
But, 
stumbling, 
hearsed. 


Blackett, Sample & 


to merchan- 
First programs revealed the 
Dialog in 


Kid characters were using 
Action 


enough sharpness. 
most of all, the actors were 
hesitant and unre- 


These flaws can be, and probably 
being fixed. So experi- 


Summarized, the story is of the 


adolescent son of an explorer lost 
in Yucatan, Mexico, where he went 
to seek a buried city. 
formed an attachment for Captain 
Jack, an aviator. 
at the mercy of a skinflint uncle and 
a brat of a cousin. 


Boy has 


Meanwhile he is 


It’s Rover Boys adventure stuff, 
when discrepancies and false 


removed with more leisure for edit- 
ing the script ought to have a 
chance to click. A second review 
at a later date may be in order. 
Land. 





BUD COLLIER 

Songs 

15 Mins. : 
COMMERCIAL 

WABC, New York 

Collier does his stuff a 7.45-8 a.m., 
E.D.T., plugging a weight reducing 
salts product, which is a good time 
for that sort of ballyhoo consider- 
ing that the girth-conscious have 
probably just struggled through the 
a.m. setting-up exercises on the 
rival network. CBS, for which 
WABC is the key station, has no 
gymnastic session. 

Collier is the same _ synthetic, 

high-pressure voice which distin- 
guishes all earlybird cheerer-uppers 
puts it on about Crucian Salts be- 
ing safe, easy, etc., for sure-fire 
weight reducing and invites neigh- 
borliness for a family get-together 
via the air. 
: His pop songs are well delivered 
in a pleasing tenor and Arthur 
Behim accompanies capably at the 
ivories, Abel. 





DRUMS OF AFRICA 
Serial 
COMMERCIAL 
KNX, Hollywood 

Serial of mysticism and wild ani- 
mal stuff that combines the elements 
of a Chandu and Tarzan. Spotted 
three times a week, for half-hour 
periods early in the evening, it is 
aimed at the kids, but in this sec- 


| tion, where they are suckers for the 


serial fodder, it will be oke, too, for 
the adult dial-turners. 


Story deals with an exploration | 
white | 


party searching for a lost 
tribe with a romance between the 
explorer’s daughter and 
scientist in the party. Cast, re- 
cruited from among screen players, 


handle the parts unusually well. 


Good sound effects lend to the illu- 
sion of the danger supposedly ex- 
from animals and hostile 


j 


isting 
natives. 


Then came the mistake of appearing with the wife at the exec’s ante. 
room and introducing her to the secretary. With these honors out of 
the way, he was amazed the next minute at the sec’s info that the boss 
was tied up in a conference and would be too busy to see him that day, 

Successive attempts to resume his pourparlers with the exec met with 
the same or slightly revised explanation. Finally one day the warbler 
buttonholed the big shot as he happened to come out of his office. ‘I’ve 
been trying to get in to see you for over a week,’ the lad complained, 
‘and your secretary keeps telling me that you're too busy to talk to me.’ 

‘Sorry,’ rejoined the exec, ‘she’s the boss when it comes to making 
appointments. I'm on my way out now, but give her a ring tomorrow.’ 
The warbler tried once again and then gave up. 





The Cincinnati bottling unit of the Coco Cola company tied up service 
on two Greater Cincy telephone exchanges by announcing on a morning 
program over WCKY that listeners would receive a few bottles of the 
drink free by calling the radio station in Covington, Ky., or the drink 
firm's office in Cincinnati within an hour. 

Telephone company officials protested the stunt, complaining that of 
the 25,000 subscribers who attempted connection with the two numbers, 
less than 1% were completed. Those who received the free drinks also 
were entitled to cash refunds of 2c. on each empty bottle turned in at 
retail stores. 

L. B. Wilson, head cf WCKY, assured the telephone company that 
such announcements will not be repeated, at the same time advising 
that the announcement which caused so much confusion landed a three- 
year contract for his sound thrower. 





Chances of NBC ringing in WXYZ as the flow-over outlet for its pro- 
grams in Detroit are not shaping so forte. It’s okay with WXYZ, owned 
by the Kunsky-Trendle interests and former CBS release, but WJR, 
NBC's main Detroit affiliate, says ‘No.’ Other NBC ally in the town is 
WwW4J, which usually gets the basic red programs, while WJR has first 
call on the blue link periods. 

Ultimatum handed NBC by WJR was to the effect that if a single 
program was shunted from the blue web to WXYZ, whether the former 
station could find a spot on its schedule or not, the network could autos 
matically consider its relations with WJR at an end. 


Jimmy Cannon becomes the ‘World-Telegram’s’ radio columnist start- 
ing today (4), Jack Foster, current radio editor, becoming feature editor 
for the daily. Cannon is a Broadway figure, having been Broadway 
reporter for the ‘World-Telegram’ and the ‘Evening Telegram’ for the 
past five years. He was offered the Broadway legit gossip column on 
the ‘World-Telegram’ when Ben Washer switched to the ‘Morning Tele- 
graph,’ but turned it down, prefering to wait for something better. 


Jelke Oleomargarine went on the air suddenly last week following its 
switch from Collins-Kirk agency to Blackert Sample Hummert. Jelke 
is popularizing its Good Luck Chocolateen Spread for kids. 

Program was hurriedly cast, rehearsed, and debuted on a quick decision, 
Jelke account is among half a dozen that Blackett. Sample Hummert 





a young 


inherited when Collins-Kirk liquidated and George Collins moved into 
B-S-H as vice-president. 


After a summer of taking it on the chin, the one lung radio stations 
around Los Angeles have agreed to boost their commercial prices starting 
Oct. 15. 

Heretofore, the one lungers have been selling time on a ‘take what you 


can get’ basis. They have now agreed to issue rate cards and stick to 


them, 





Return to Standard Time 


‘INSIDIOUS DR. FU-MANCHU’ 
With Charles Warburton, Jack Daly, 


Norman McDonald, Bob White, + ] 
Sundra Love, Sax ‘Rohmer Puts Frsico Off Schedu € 
COMMERCIAL San Francisco, Oct. 3. 


Return by the east to standard 
time has forced NBC to etherize a 
flock of sustaining programs to OoC- 
cupy spots previously held by At- 
lantic network entertainment. 
Eleven new non-sponsored pro- 
grams have taken to the air this 


WGN, Chicago 

Campagna Italian Balm, through 
its agency, McCann- Erickson, 
handled the opening of this new 
melodramatic hair-galvanizer very 
adroitly. Resultant volume of pub- 
licity was heavy. Advertiser paid 
the expenses of Sax Rohmer, the 


English author, from Monte Carlo to 
Chicago and thereby provided itself 
with a better excuse than Lew pro- 
grams ordinarily have for crashing 
the public prints. In New York and 
again in Chicago Rohmer met the 
press and helped make the pro- 
gram's start seem more like a pub- 
‘lic event than a commercial under- 
taking. 

‘Fu Manchu,’ the satanic Chinese 
mandarin, a best-seller for 15 years, 
has been three times dramatized on 
the stage and eight times photo- 
graphed for the screen. He arrives 
as a radio attraction after a long 
period of negotiation. Radio rights 
were controlled since 1928 by Nate 
Caldwell, Chicago program expert. 
Well institutionalized by this time 
and a name in goosepimple lore 
comparable with Sherlock Holmes 
himself, ‘Fu Manchu’ has every- 
thing primed for an easy click on 
the ether waves with the possible 
qualifying thought that seven days 
is a long time between installments. 

Mondays at 1%.45-8.15 is a nice 
berth. On a basis of the first 
sample, smartly put together in all 
departments, with a puff for Urban 
Johnson’s sound effects, plus the 
impetus of the reputation and large 
fan following of the author in 
America, ‘Fu Manchu’ will be reck- 
oned among the topnotchers of the 
melodramas on the air. 

Everything is English about the 
program except Bob White, a Chi- 
cagoan. Locale, characters, Fred 
Ibbett, the director, and the actors 
are British. It is played with a 
scratchy-voiced gutturalism by the 
versatile Jack Daly, who at another 
point in the program does a cock- 
ney servant bit. Charles Warburton 


was imported from New York to 
play Nayland Smith, the super- 
sleuth. Cast is first rate. 


Rohmer spoke after the first epi- 
sode and did not fail to get in a 
puff for the advertising sponsor sys- 





week, going out over the KGO and 
KPO networks. 

Periods include three serials, ‘Man 
Who Laughs,’ a Victor Hugo story; 
‘Life of Reilly,’ latter with Ted Max- 
well and Bobbe Deane, and Star 
Book series. Musicals are Bucan- 


neers, band, directed by Walter 
Beban; Mona Lowe-Edna Fischer, 
songs and piano; Myron Niesley- 
Austin Mosher, songs; Slumber 


Hour, orchestra; Meredith Willson’s 
orchestra; Medicine Show; Dollo 
Sargent organ recital and Barbara 
Dale Charm matinees. 


GEO. MARTIN BANKRUPT 


teorge Martin, freelance radio 
continuity writer and currently 
doing the ‘Cowboy Tom’s Roundup’ 
show on WINS, New York, has filed 
a voluntary bankruptcy petition in 
U. S. court, New York. 

Liabilities are $2,809 
none. 





and assets 


Bittick on KMTR 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Jimmy Bittick’s orchestra became 
staff combination at KMTR this 
week. 

Was formerly at the Town House, 
and removed over the coast NBC 
chain. 








tem as against the British non-ad- 
vertising radio method. Rohmer 
told the Yanks they were lucky to 
have the many-sided radio of com- 
mercialism against’ the British 
specimen. 

Alluding to Italian Balm, the au- 
thor stated he never used any skin 
softener himself other than whiskey 
but he was sure the Campagna ar- 





ticle was McCoy. Land. 
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TAB’S DRAMATIC STOCK | 


“TROUPE FOR AIR PLUG 


NBC will audition a dramatic 
gtock company, organized by 
Hearst’s New York ‘Daily Mirror,’ 
morning tabloid, this week. Troupe 
will dramatize the day’s news with 
a commercial sponsorship the ‘Mir- 
ror’s’ ultimate idea. 

’ Network may use the program on 
a sustaining basis while a sponsor 
is sought. 

“ Emile Gauvreau and George 
Clarke, the paper’s managing and 
city editors, respectively, are writ- 
ing the dramatizations. It’s along 
the lines of the ‘March of Time’ 
air period. 


Off NBC, on Discs 


Iodent comes off NBC next month 
to go exclusively disc. The firm is 
figuring on an extensive spread with 
a waxed serial called ‘Black and 
Blue,’ having already charted out 
some 70 stations. Some of the out- 
lets are slated for three episodes a 
week, while others will release on a 
five-a-week schedule. 

‘Black and Blue’ was once used by 
Folger Coffee on a flock of west 
coast stations. 


























Headlining 
LYRIC, INDIANAPOLIS 


This Week (Oct. 1) 


SEGER 
ELLIS 


Thank You, CURTIS & ALLEN 


FRED TOY, Publicity Representative 




















“The Voice of 
Experience” 





WOR Daily at 12 Noon 
Also Saturday 6:30 to 7 P.M. 





An unusual series, running the 
entire gamut of human emotions 











Management 
ELMER A. ROGERS 
18 E. 41st St., New York City 














DUMB 
CRACKERS 


ROBERT 
BURNS 
PANETELA 


WABC 


Every 
Wednesday 
Evening 
at 9 


BURiS*: ALLEN 


Dir.: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 




















Laundry’s Idea 





Washington, Oct. 3. 

Local laundry begins audi- 
tions this week for ambitious 
amateurs, promising to feature 
two on every program on NBC 
outlet. Has interested radio 
editors in it as a search for 
new talent. 

Gag is that the washery is 
getting free talent by offering 
prizes at Christmas. 











$2,500 SACRIFICE 


Mildred Bailey Passing It Up for 
Sake of Future Value 








Sacrificing immediate economic 
gain for the sake of future value is 
costing Mildred Bailey an estimated 
$2,500 a week considering that she’s 
only getting $1,000 for her current 
NBC sustaining, whereas she could 
have worked around Chicago at 
$2,000 on personal appearances and 
was in line for a $1,500 commercial. 

But preferring to build herself up 
as a soloist, away from Paul White- 
man’s orchestra, Miss Bailey elected 
to stick east and collect $250 per 
sustaining, for four-a-week, via 
NBC. That $1,000 alone, incidental- 
ly, is quadruple her stipend original- 
ly with Whiteman. The maesiro let 
her out of a contract in order not 
to restrict her professional progress. 
Under advice of Bill Murray of 
the NBC artists’ service, and her 
personal attorney and mentor, 
Julian T. Abeles, Miss Bailey figured 
she could get those theatre dates 
later in the winter after building 
up more on the air. 





U.S. Navy Squawks About 
CBS’ New Wash. Station 


Washington, Oct. 3. 

U. S. Navy has attempted to 
throw monkey wrench into CBS 
new Washington outlet, WJSV, 
scheduled to go on the air Oct. 20. 
Transmitter is located in Virginia 
on Mt. Vernon Highway, three miles 
outside of D. C. 

Naval air station, NAA, only~mile 
away from WJSV, has registered a 
squawk with Federal Radio Com- 
mission that the new station, using 
1,000 watts, will seriously interfere 
with the navy’s experiments. 
Columbia spent $50,000 on the 
building and has a long term lease. 





DOWNEY AT $1,750 


Goes On Soap Broadcast For 13- 
Week Term—Guizar Out 








Morton Downey steps into Wood- 
bury Soap’s weekly ‘To the Ladies’ 
stanza on CBS this Friday (7) on 
awi3-week contract. Commercial 
has him down on the payroll for 
$1,750 a performance. 

Entry of Downey eliminates Tito 
Guizar from the program, which, 
however, will continue to carry the 
Leon Belasco orchestra and David 
Ross in poetic readings. 

Woodbury series will take Dow- 
ney up to the expiration date of 
his contract with the CBS Artists’ 
Service. 

It’s the first commercial for Dow- 
ney since the Camel Hour folded 
last spring. 





Radio Options Swallow 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

John Swallow, former radio sta- 
tion manager, handling MRadio’s 
‘Hollywood on the Air’ program, 
drew a second option period on his 
contract, 

Swallow is at Radio on three- 
month jumps. 





LEE ADDS REILLY 
San Francisco, Oct. 3. 

Don Lee has created the new job 
of commercial manager and has 
named Frank Reilly to the post. 
Latter will double between KFRC 
here and KHJ, Los Angeles. 
Reilly, a former New York news- 
paper man, was with American 
Broadcasting Co. in the east. 





Swedish Plays on Air 
Stockholm, Sept. 22. 








eo L. OZ 


Associated with 


} 
JENIE JACOBS 
| 


1674 Broadway, New York 
Phone Columbus 5-1930 


Exclusively Booking RKO 











In an effort to meet the com- 
plaints of listeners-in and help out 


| badly hit legit companies, the na- 


tional air stations are putting plays 


|and operettas on air. 


‘Land of Smiles’ and ‘The First 
Mrs. Fraser’ were among the first to 
meet with success. 
programs are records or political 
speeches. 


| 


NBC Curtails Plugs 
Of Previous Day’s 
Most Played Tunes 





tion from the next day’s sustain- 
in.; programs of the 10 or so pop 
numbers played out of station WJZ 
and WEAF the day before. Latest 
twist has the music publishers puz- 
zled. They can’t make out wheth- 
er the network is trying to help 
them prolong the life of a new ditty, 
or show that without the aid of the 
air, the making of a modern hit is 
a dubious thing. 


For the past several months the 
network has limited the broadcast 
of a number to once in three hours. 
This evidently didn’t work out sat- 
isfactory, mainly because the chain 
found that it couldn’t maintain an 
absolute control over the program- 
ing of commercial sessions, 

Under the new system the pro- 
gram department posts a list of 
limited numbers for the guidance 
of sustaining orchestras and the 
pickup units from the hotels and 
cafes. 

Sometimes this list contains as 
many as 12 titles, and on other oc- 
casions there may be as few as 
six. In any event these are the 
numbers that got the most frequent 
play during the course of the pre- 
vious day. 

If the thing were carried out 
properly, say the publishers, the mu- 
sic industry would have cause to 
vote the originator and the network 
a bouquet of thanks. But as it 
happens, they point out, it invari- 
ably isn’t the top selling songs that 
are subject to the elimination proc- 
ess, but just an old or new mis- 
cellany that happened to make the 
programs of a scattering of bands 
on that particular day. 

Rule, fortunately, aver the pub- 
lishers, does not effect the com- 
mercial stanzas. But the one big 
harm they do see in the elimination 
idea is the possibility of having a 
number in process of buildup off the 
air for two or three days. 

As the plan now functions, de- 
clare the music men, it can work 
both to their advantage in having 
the plugs curtailed, once strong im- 
petus has been given to the sheet 
sales, or to their detriment in hav- 
ing the song put in mothballs long 
before it’s had half a chance. Way 
the network eliminators are now go- 
ing at it, the publishers aver, is 
haphazard and the results bode no 
good sor the sheet interests, 





KFRC’s Bureau’s Bunch 
No. California Bookings 


San Francisco, Oct. 3. 

KFRC’s recently inaugurated art- 
ists’ bureau has lined up a bunch 
of northern California dates for 
early part of October, using as art- 
ists Murray and Harris, Norman 
Nielson, Nora Schiller, Tommy Har- 
ris, Mac Pedro, Tony Romano, 
Madeline de Michel, Bill Wright, 
and Walter Kelsey. 

Early October dates are State 
theatre, Martinez, Oct. 2; Fox Vir- 
ginia, Vallejo, Oct. 5; Redlick-New- 


man Furniture Co., local, Oct. 6; 
Lucerne Ballroom, Lake county 
(dance), Oct. 8; Fox California, 


Napa, Oct. 9. 

Since department was instituted 
KFRC staff has been making more 
personal appearances than those of 
any other western radio station. 





NBC USING KYA 


Sluffing Off Afternoon 
3d Frisco Outlet 





Stuff on 





San Francisco, Oct. 3. 

NBC is now taking advantage of 
its two-year old purchase of KYA, 
shunting a number of its network 
programs onto the KYA wavelength, 
and giving the chain three outlets 
in San Francisco. 

Except in emergencies NBC has 
seldom shot anything on the KYA 
lines, preferring to iet that station 
operate independently, without even 
using the NBC signoff for programs. 
Now several hours each day, gen- 
erally in afternoon, are devoted to 
network sustaining features. 

When NBC bought the Pacific 
Broadcasting System two years ago, 
to build up its strength in the 
Northwest, KYA was included in 
the deal, despite chain’s reluctance 
to accept local station. There have 





Most of other | 


been several attempts to peddle the 


broadcaster, but it’s still under the | 


NEC banner. 





NBC is testing out another meth- | 
od of curbing the song plugs. This 
time the idea calls for the elimina- | 





Finicky 





Record number of auditions 
held for a single program so 
far this season goes to Heide’s 
Candies. In one day alone the 
agency handling the account 
and a rep from the confection 
firm gave the double ear to 
27 singing acts. 

Thcse took in every type of 
warbling effort conceivable, 
ranging from lowdown scat 
song specialists to grand opera 
caroleis, taking over the mike 
in either singles, trios quartet- 
or sextettes. 

But no act out of this batch 
satisfied. Commercial is still 
on the quest. 











~ THURSTON FOR SWIFT 


Magician Starts Late October With 
Pat Barnes 








Chicago, Oct. 3. 

Howard Thurston, the magician, 
starts late this month on a new 
Swift program with Pat Barnes. 
Deal was negotiated by J. Walter 
Thompson agency. 
It is still not certain that the 
Stebbins Boys will continue through 
the present season, although one 
probability is that they will broad- 
cast three programs a week and 
Thurston two programs. Stebbins 
are on five times weekly at pres- 
ent. 

Thurston’s programs will origi- 
nate in Chicago. 


Hour Grabbed by Politics 
Reverting to Jamboree 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

Blue Monday Jamboree, a sus- 
taining feature over the CBS coast 
network for 12 stations for the past 
several years, will go back to a 
two-hour broadcast Nov. 1. Rush 
of political palaver over the sta- 
tions necessitated cutting the pro- 
gram to one hour two weeks ago. 
Program emanated from KFRC, 
’Frisco. 

Meanwhile, Ellis Levy is piloting 
eight of the 20 Jamboree perform- 
ers on a barnstorming trip over 
the west coast, playing picture 
houses, auditoriums and dance 
halls on a percentage split. 


NODX Changes Hands 


Birmingham, Oct. 3. 

Transfer of WODX, Mobile, to a 
new group has been announced, Bill 
Pape and Frederick I. Thomp:; on, 
former publisher of the Mobile 
‘Register,’ head of the new group. 
Pape recently purchased WAPI, 
Birmingham, giving him two sta- 
tions in Alabama. 

Thompson will serve as chairman 
of the board, Pape as president, 
Bascomb Hopscomb, manager of 
WAPI, vice-president, and William 
Fincher, former business manager 
‘Register,’ treasurer-manager. They 
will assume charge of Station Oct. 
1. Station is a member of the CBS 
network. 


6:30 A. M. ZERO HOUR 


Sales Talk 
Shivers 














Furnace During 





Chicago, Oct. 3. 

International Heating Company 
has retained the Cumberland Ridge 
Runners of WLS to get in some 
winter propaganda. Programs will 
be broadcast at 6:30 in the morn- 
ing at the time when the average 
American home is in a state of ex- 
cessive ventilation and deemed wide 
open to a sales talk on heat. 

Beside the programs at the shivy- 
ering hour, the sponsor will have a 
special Saturday night program at 
8:30 to augment the daily morning 
sessions. This is the only known 
commercial period at such an early 
hour and is now going into its third 
season. Broadcasts only last dur- 
ing the winter. 


| mobile 
| With 


| pretty 


PAUSE 1ST IN 2 YEARS 


General Motors failed to renew up 
until the last minute, so Friday’s 
(30) program became the last for 
Paul Whiteman for the Buick-Olds- 

and Pontiac combination. 
the company's radio plans 
well unsettled, the auto ac- 
count decided to discontinue the 
Whiteman session until it had the 
proposed Chevrolet show out of the 
way. 

Sudden suspension left Whiteman 


without a commercial for the first 
time in about two years. He had 
come over to General Motors di- 
rectly from Allied Paints. Total 
stretch done by the bandman for 


the car manufacturers amounted to 
39 weeks. 








Tracy’s Vote Appeal 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Lee Tracy will be featured on the 
‘Hollywood on the Aijir’ program 
Oct. 13, going before the mike with 
a serious appeal to voters to get 
out and vote at the presidential 
election. . 

Program will be built around Coe 
lumbia’s picture, ‘Washington 
Merry-Go-Round.’ 





Radio’s Dream Girl 


Alice Joy 


HEADLINING 





















“The Dream Girl Revue” 





DALLAS, TEXAS 
Oct. 8 to 23 


Resuming Commercial Broadcast 
VTAM, CLEVELAND, OCTOBER 25 








AND ORCHESTRA 


Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
Victor Records 
Lucky Strike Dance Hour 


Whitman Candy 
(Oct. 27) 


Management M. C. A, 
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hate SEC— NITE CLUBS—RADIO 


Mass Turnover Is Keynote of New 
Russe and Pop Broadway Cabarets 


Lotsa value at pop scale, with 
mass turnover the primary keynote, 
continues the scheme of things for 
the general run of niteries on New 
York's Main Street, which are fast 
opening up in anticipation of a 
much improved winter season of 


nocturnal revelry 

Thus, for a $1.35 or a $1.75 dinner 
at the Petrushka (nee the Parody, 
where it meant a $3 or $4 tap to 
park the body previously for a 
Schnozzle Durante or a Ted Lewis) 
you get a flock of vodka dishes and 
Siberian steppes, all in one. That 
combo dinner seale is a further con- 


cession from last spring, when it 
was a $1.50 and $2 scale for the 
dinners avec Chauve Souris trim- 
min’s. 


Similarly, the snooty Club Lido, of 
haleyon memory when the carriage 
trade struggled to Coleman or 
Rosenthal rhythms at $4 or $5 per 
couvert, with a Bee Lillie or a Moss 
and Fontana, a Peppy de Albrew or 
a Chic Endor as the attraction, is 
now Billy Gallagher and Leo Bern- 
stein. The new entrepeneurs are 
more democratic in their demands 
and the tap is only $1.25 for a table 
d’hote dinner and an elaborate Billy 
Arnold revue, as those things go. 

Even in this Hoov-era a show 
comprising Bob Nelson, Lillian 
Barnes, Brian MacDonald, Doris 
Lenahan, Pearl Regay, who is as- 
sisted by Joe Shelita, Ruth Mayon, 
Dan and Barney Ellmore and Harry 
Carroll, the songwriter, conductinzg 
a nondescript band, costs. bucks. 
They'll have to sell a flock of $1.25 





LOLLYWODD- 


—* > CABARET 4 
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«*RESENTED 3 TIMES NIGHTLY 
At 7:30 p. m., 12 a. m., 2 a. m. 


r iohwoud Revels | 
LA | 
Hol featur, Ff 0533 | 
The Fascinating Movie Star 
OLIVE BORDEN 
COLLETTE SISTERS 
NINA MAE McKINNEY 
FRANK HAZZARD 
BLANCHE BOW 
And the Incomparable Dancers 
FOWLER & TAMARA 


40-World’s Loveliest Girls-4C 
Music by 


ISHAM JONES 


and His Columbia 
Broadcasting Orchestra 
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5 INDISPENSABLE ‘SONGS FOR | 
YOUR FALL REPERTOIRE! 


“MARDI GRAS’’—Waltz 

“STRANGE INTERLUDE’’—Siow fox-trot 

“TELL ME WITH TULIPS’’'—Siow fox- trot 

“LISTEN TO THE GERMAN BAND” 
Comedy fox-trot 

“AND SO TO BED’ *"—Lullaby fox-trot 

“IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN YOU’'—Fox-trit 





“THERE WILL BE A GIRL'’—(Fred Stone's 
“Smiling Faces’’) 
“DRUMS IN MY HEART” — (Youmans’ 


March Song) 
“IT’S ABOUT TIME’’—Comedy fox-trot 
“ANOTHER CANDLE ON YOUR BIRTH- 
DAY CAKE’’—Fox-trot 
STANDARDS 
“WITHOUT A SONG’’—Three keys (Ballad) 
“THROUGH THE YEARS’’ — Three keys 
(Ballad) 
“THEY CUT DOWN THE OLD PINE TREE" 
“TIME ON MY HANDS” 
“TWO LOVES'’’'—(With French text) 
“KATHLEEN MINE’’—(irish Ballad) 


MILLER MUSIC, INC. 
62 West 45th Street Nes York City 
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‘THE TLLAGE 


|dinne rs to get it back, but apparent- 
lly their down-the-stem neighbors, 
| Joe Moss-Jacob Amron-NTG, at the 

Hollywood, have found that it pays 
jto put $8,000 into a show if it gets 
back a $20,000 weekly gross in food 
checks. 

This is by no means elaborate, 
however, although staple enough. 
Nelson is a seasoned trouper and 
paces it nicely. Miss Barnes can 
handle blues. Brian MacDonald is 
the tenor lead. Miss Regay does 
terp specialties, and also some ball- 
room routines with her new part- 
ner, Shelita, as do the other dance 
individualists. There are a dozen 
girls plus some showgirls on top of 
that, including the conventional 
number of changes, and all in all, 
it’s a typical Gallagher-Arnold pro- 
duction. One wonders at the why- 
fore of that crinoline number which 
slows it up considerably, but there’s 
no disputing the value of everything 
at that price. 
The vodka 
it's a name 
Montmartre sector, 
as a gyp and takery—is equally 
generous, being a bit shy on the 
quantity, but with a little more 
quality. Personnel must remain 
anonymous, but that mistress of 
ceremonies has something. She 
strives just a little too hard and 
somehow misses in spots, but other- 
wise manages rather well as do her 
collaborators in the scenes and bits. 
There’s nought of the strenuous 
hock-stepping, but more of set- 
pieces and colorful interludes a la 
the ‘Chauve Souris’ motivation, and, 
as a result, it’s a less hectic di- 
vertissement to take with your 
shashlick Petrograd or beef Strogo- 
noff. Abel. 


Milk Angel 





spot, the Petrushka 
which, in the Paris 
would identify it 





Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Frank L. De Pasquale, Ingle- 
wood dairy farmer, will take a 


flyer in Hollywood night life. 

He is angeling the new Bal 
Tabarin night club, opening Thurs- 
day (6) at the Hollywood Gardens, 
former dance hall, on Vine street. 
Jack Lester is staging the floor 
show. 


Tony Wons at $1,500 
With 2 Femme Pianists 


Tony Wons opens cold at the 
New York Palace, Oct. 15, with a 
new act. Members will be a femme 
piano duo besides himself. Salary, 
on a CBS booking, is $1,500. 
Keyboard pair with the CBS 
spieler comprise Peggy Keenan and 
Sandra Phillips. 


MACHINIST SUES GENERAL 

Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 
General Sound Corp., Ltd., Holly- 
wood transcription firm, is the tar- 
get of a $469 wage claim filed with 
the state labor commission by A. 
Winter, machinist. 

Jinter produced as evidence notes 
for that amount given him by the 
company. Hadn't been able to col- 
lect on them. 


WAR SPY STUFF 

Lucky Strike will replace its pres- 
ent police stories Nov. 1 with a 
series of war spy dramatizations. 
Latter will be similar to the script 
labeled ‘K 7 which NBS had for 
some time on a sustaining sched- 
ule. 

Same author, 
do the writing. 


KMTR’s Stale Dieieie 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Samuel Kippel Sendler’s Jewish 
concert orchestra will give two one- 
hour programs, Oct. 8 and Oct. 15, 
over KMTR. 

Both will be compositions by Jew- 
ish composers and traditional mel- 
odies. 





August Zimmer, will 


Fannie Brice’s Air Act 
Fannie Brice is auditioning for 
Columbia. Recently she Cid a try- 
out on one of the flock of programs 
NEC framed for Chevrolet selection. 








CBS idea has her doing a double 
| with Henry Burbig before a studio 
|dance combo, with a commercial in 
| the offing. 





o L. OZ 


Associated with 


JENIE JACOBS 


1674 Broadway, New York 
Phone Columbus 5-1930 


Exclusively Booking RKO 





Her Ladyship Shows ’Em 
| Lady 


Hubert Wilkins, the ex- 
| plorer, had her speaking and sing- 
| ing voice auditioned by the NBC 
program board. 

Network has her tabbed to step 


into a daytime commercial as soon 





as the account agrees on figures 
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| ‘Village Spots Come 


To Life for Autumn 


Nite life in Greenwich Vilage has 
suddenly bloomed forth in earnest 
and by 
be going full blast. 

Starting with the reopening of 
The Nut Club two weeks ago, more 
and more of the spots have opened 
up and Barney Gallant’s opening 
Thursday (6) will about complete 
the lineup. El Chico opened 10 
days ago and the Greenwich Vil- 
lage Inn and Greenwich Village 
Barn have continued throughout 
the summer. 

Romany Marie’s Tavern, the lit- 
erati haunt, ‘has been  hobbling 
along through the summer, but has 
now added music and done away 
with the minimum charge in an at- 
tempt to attract more general trade. 
Paul’s Rendezvous, newest of the 
spots, working on a two-bit min- 
imum and a 75-cent dinner plus 
arranged-on-the-spot shows which 
feature mostly the reading of 
poetry, is getting a heavy play, but 
not figured as cutting into the 
class spots. 

Thus far the couvert charge 
joints in the Village have managed 
to hold their own, with the pro- 
moters pretty optimistic as to the 
future. 


COAST RAID ON 
PANZE JOINTS 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Backed up by federal agents, the 
Hollywood vice squad got busy 
over the weekend and raided BBB’S 
cellar for the second time, arrest- 
ing nine men, and then visited 
Jimmy’s Back Yard, arresting five. 
This is reported to be a drive on 
the Nance and Lesbian amusement 
places in town. Bobby Burns Ber- 
man and Ray Wright, his manager, 
were charged with violation of the 
prohibition act and released on 
$1,500. bail. Seven patrons in the 
establishment were also taken on 
charge of being drunk and pos- 
sessing liquor. 

Thomas B. Gannon, proprietor of 
the Back Yard, was charged with 
liquor possession and maintaining a 
nuisance. Four patrons there also 
were charged with liquor posses- 
sion and released on bail later. 


Eddie Jackson Solo 


Eddie Jackson of the former 
Clayton, Jackson,.and Durante trio 
opens Oct. 5 at the Paramount 
Grill, New York, as a single. It will 
be the first.solo personal appear- 
ance by any of the trio, which was 
dissolved when Jimmy Durante 
went into pictures, since the com- 
bination was formed seven years 
ago. 

Jackson will top a new floor show 
at the Paramount. Ozzie Nelson's 
orchestra is also in. 


MADESEN’S CAFE BERTH 


Minneapolis, Oct. 3. 

Snooty Leamington, most ritzy 
hotel, to install a night club, with 
an 11-piece band, headed by Julius 
Madesen, late featured singer with 
Lou Breese orchestra at Minnesota 
theatre. 

At present the Hotel Lowry’s Ter- 
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NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 


Tuesday, October 4, 1932 
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LA BOHEME 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 

One of the old spots where one 
| could dine and dance without strain 
on the pocketbook, and yet get away 
from city ordinances, due to the fact 
that it is just across the border line 
in the country, has gone the way of 
all other Hollywood eateries that 
have a dance floor and has Karyl 
Norman, ‘Creole Fashion Plate,’ 
heading one of the smartest and 
most entertaining floor shows seen 
in these parts in a long time. It is 
at a $1.50 minimum charge, with the 
establishment seating around 350 in 
a compact and atmospheric room, 
that lends itself toward this inti- 
mate type of show. 

With female impersonator shows 
flourishing in this neck of the woods, 
the customers are somewhat sur- 
prised at the sophisticated, smart 
and tasteful entertainment’. that 
Norman puts on in three sections, 
of one-half hour each, every night. 

There is nothing of the ‘pansy’ 
flavor here, with Norman still the 
master of the femme apparel art, 
exhibiting smart headdress and cos- 
tumes that keep the femme eyes 
open and their mouths agape. Then, 
too, Norman has taken unto himself 
a protege. Latter is programmed as 
Leon La Verdes. Norman has kept 
him under wraps for about two 
years, developing him, and with his 
appearance here the lad shows tal- 
ent, grace, agility, and a faculty of 
wearing the smart gowns, that no 
doubt Norman sacrifices wearing 
himself, which puts the youngster 
in a class by himself as a smart, 
classy and unoffensive delineator of 
femme fashions and the terpsicho- 
rean art, 

La Verde is the last word in the 


impersonation art, and is being 
wasted in a floor show. Boy has 
box-office qualities that could be 


cashed in with a New York revue. 
He does a mean rumba, and as 
nifty a snake hips as has been seen 
anywhere. Has grace in his walk, 
knows how to use his hands and 
gesturate, and is plenty of ‘hot cha’ 
when it comes to appearance. Nor- 
man should put him on a cross- 
country rattler to cash in quickly. 

Norman himself leads the girl en- 
semble of six pert and well-clad fil- 
lies, trained by Jack Lester, and 
sells his numbers in his snappy, 
smart way of yore. 

Then, too, there is a little damsel, 
early in her teens, called June Earle, 
as mistress of ceremonies. She is 
snappy, smart and alert, doing one 
of those Will Rogers gum-chewing, 
rope-spinning sales spiels for the 
rest of the crew, and also acquits 
herself creditably with a tap routine. 
She, too, can step out of the cafe 
and give a creditable account of 
herself. Bobbie Thompson and 
Maude Taylor have a couple of spe- 
cialty song-and-dance numbers that 
are cutely executed. They’re a cou- 
ple of good floor-show workers, and 
know how to cater to the tastes of 


the ringsiders. Edith White, the 
other principal, styles herself a 
comedienne. That is her privilege, 
but she does not live up to the 
license she takes. There is no 
smartness in her endeavor. 
Orchestra of eight, headed by 


Charles Gaylord, is just another 
musical aggregation, but, however, 
not in line with the animated group 
who provide the entertainment. 
Their dance tempo is uneven, and 
even a bit too brassy, which is no 
soothing tonic for the ginger-ale in- 
halers. 

Place, which opened the 22d, 
seems to have gotten a good start, 
and through mouth-to-mouth ad- 
vertising caught on quickly. Looks 
as though show and band stand it a 
little over a grand, with the excep- 
tion of Norman, who is in on a per- 





race Garden, St. Paul, is the most 


COMICAL MARRIED LIFE 
Chicago, Oct. 3. 

J. B. and Mae, otherwise Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Coffe, have been signed 
by Olsen Rug for a five-day-a-week 
run over WLS. Program is described 
as ‘comical adventures of married 
life.’ 

Same act was on WBBM last year. 


Bisquick’s 





‘Betty & Bob’ 
Chicago, Oct. 3. 
Bisquick, which last year experi- 

mented with various types of pro- 

grams, goes NBC network from 

WENR, Chicago, Oct. 10. ‘Betty and 

Bob’ is the program which Dave 

Owens will stage. Auditions for the 

leading roles are in progress. 
Same script got a try-out in four 

scattered towns as ‘Sally and Bob.’ 
Hines’ Trios and Reader 
Hines’ Honey and Almond Cream 
is getting ready for a daytime re- 
turn to NBC. Program will be 

framed around a string trio and a 

character reader using the subject's 

hands for inspiration, 
Figuring on debuting the stanza 








popular class spot. | 


centage, which might allow him, 
with business continuing as _ it 
started, to clip off around another 


grand a week easily. Una. 


SMALL’S PARADISE 


New York, Oct. 3. 

This Harlem hot spot is of that 
no-couvert category which, however, 
scales its soft drink splits at $1.50 
a copy—with a ‘must’ rule that 
everybody seated must be served at 
least one mineral drink—that makes 
it about the equivalent of a couvert. 
Not as chic as the established Cot- 
ton Club and Connie’s, there’s an 
al fresco atmosphere which the mob 
patronage creates and which pro- 
duces unscheduled attractions. 

There’s a dash of mixed hoofing 
here, not usually countenanced in 
the established Harlem niteries, and 
the gals also struggle with each 
other on the dance floor in the 
chowmainery fashion. There are 
studiously ‘inspired’ dance waiters 
who juggle trays and wax hotcha 
between giving you the least pos- 
sible attention. That supposedly 
also makes for ‘atmosphere.’ 

Sonny Nichols, conducting the 
very torrid Charlie Johnson Victor 
recording orchestra, has long been a 
hoof-music feature here. The boys 
are sizling in the dancehall manner, 
lacking the unction of the Callo- 
ways, Ellingtons, Redmans, etc.., 
whose rhythmpation isn’t as caca- 
phonous as Johnson’s brand. Nor 
are their not-so-sotto-voce lyrical 





around the middle of this month. 


discourses as brash as some of the 


doggerets the Johnsonites go in fog 
on occasion, 


Show, such as it is, is very for 
mula, There’s a ringside coochist 
who sings too numerous choruses of 
‘Me Minus You’ as she shakes that 
thing and gets little attention. Mabel 
Scott may be her name, Danny 
Brown does a rope dance. Dot 
Turner is in a ‘blonde captive’ nume 
ber with a hideously gotten-up vige 
a-vis whose antics aren't exactly 
parlorish. 


There are 12 sepia houris of varye 
ing hues and indifferent pulchritude, 
evidencing that the other two class 
Harlem niteries, even with their 
$1.50 and $2.50 (latter on Saturday) 
couverts, give better value despite 
the allegedly no-couvert standard 
at Small’s 

A new show credited to Howard 
Elmore for staging, music by Edgar 
Dowell, costumes by Gene and lyrics 
by Arthur Porter, is slated to open 
Oct. 6. Personnel will be Myra 
Johnson, Meers and Norton, Three 
Speed Demons, George Walker, Wil< 
liam Spellman, Three Palmer Bros., 
May Alex, Mabell Scott, Roy White 
and Dorothy Turner, some of these 
being holdovers from the present 
floor frolic. Abel, 


CLUB NEW YORKER 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Class entertainment and ate 
mosphere, the New Yorker will hit 
strong with the smart mob, par- 
ticularly the picture crowd. Chances 
for it to click with the locals is 
another matter. Jean Malin, very 
New York, landed solidly both with 
those who knew him from the east 
and with the local filmites. His 
wise cracks and flip remarks, espe- 
cially to noisy guests, had the home 
boys and girls wondering what it 
was all about. 

Cafe, operated by Bernie Hyman, 
formerly of BBB’s Cellar, is a class 
spot for Hollywood. Located in the 
Christie hotel, it is only a _ block 
away from the Chinese and El 
Capitan. Decorations in black and 
silver, done by Jack Schultz are a 
good flash. 

Floor show 


is headed by the 


Rockey Twins, German hoofers and . 


Julanne Johnston. Boys are clever 
entertainers, but Miss Johnston is 
mostly decoration. (Miss) Eddie 
Adams, torch singer, working al- 
ternately in male and femme garb, 
landed neatly with her warbling. 
Girl has class looks in dresses, but 
is not so forte on the eyes in a tux- 
edo. Mona Ray, formerly of pic- 
tures, and recently in several night 
spots, handles the blues assign- 
ments and works with Malin, 
Diminutive singer is a local fav. 

Betty Grabell and James Blair, 
former brought here by Universal, 
take care of the tap dancing. Miss 
yrabell, with a load of personality 
and s. a., is a sock dancer. With 
what she displays, she'll be a fix 
ture before long. Blair is a goode- 
looking youth, but lacks selling ex- 
perience. 

Malin takes up about half of the 
floor show time with his femme 
impersonations. A class entertainer, 
he shows most of the local cafe 
performers how it should be done. 


(Continued on pabe 53) 
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Not Impossible with This Catalogue 
PLAY, FIDDLE, PLAY 
FIRE IN MY HEART 
TOM THUMB’S DRUM 

BELLE OF BARCELONA 
MISSISSIPPI RIVER 
(Keep on Croonin’) 








New Dance Orchestrations 
40c Each; Any 3 for $1.00 
No Free Copies 


Edward B. Marks 


MUSIC CORPORATION 


229 W. 46TH ST., NEW YORK 








“Underneath the Harlem 
Moon” 

“We're Alone” 

“Ah, But I’ve Learned” 

“When I’m Sippin’ a Soda 
With Susie” 

“Who'd Believe” 

“I Cannot Tell You Why” 

“You’re a Symphony of Love” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 
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JENIE JACOBS 


1674 Broadway, New York 
Phone Columbus 5-1930 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Chicago’s advantage over New York as a music center has always 

peen traceable to the popularity of the mammoth dancehalls playing the 
best bands and nation-wide broadcasting facilities. In New York, the 
emart hostelries are principally radioed and these can’t exploit the 
simple and homey song stu/f. 
' Since it’s this simple stuff that sells better than the ultra tunes like 
fYou’re Blase,’ et al., the publishers’ primary interest is in carrying a 
moon over a mountain rather than enthuse about a clever orchestration 
ef a smart London tune, 

That’s one reason Why so many successful waltzes have emanated from 
€hi and also has accounted for the unique rep Rocco Vocco, as Feist’s 
Chi manager (before coming to New York), established for himself as 
g@ song picker and hit-maker. 








Every time there's a flock of openings the publishers work themselves 
up into a froth about a concerted move to stay away from the expensive 
debuts usually calling for a large party of couvert charges as a builder- 
upper for the new band. But they don’t dare stay away singly. 

Another bunched group of New York openings this past and current 
week had the musicers squawking. Premiers were for the Lombardos at 
the Hotel Roosevelt; George Olsen at the New Yorker; Isham Jones at 
the Hollywood; Eddie Elins at Barney Gallant’s in the Village; Don 
Redman at Connie’s Inn; Ozzie Nelson at the Paramount; Cab Calloway 
at the Cotton Club, and Leon Belasco soon at the El Garron. Not to 
mention when a band moves from a roof into the supper room down- 
gtairs, that’s an ‘opening’ too, 


Brunswick, now the top disk seller—aithough record sales are still 
‘way off—proceeds on the theory, in its releases, that songs must fit 
their artists, and that it’s not merely the old-school idea of ‘canning’ a 
pop song or anything that looks like ahit. 

Theory is that an average number, if peculiarly adapted to a Ruth 
Etiing, or a hot number for the Mills or Ellington, has a better chance 
for big sales than a smash pop oddly fitted to an artist. ‘.he revival of 
‘Dinah,’ a very old pop, for Bing Crosby, is one instance where the 
coupling of the artist’s delivery, regardless of the antiquity of his ma- 
‘erial, spelled a big seller. 





Robbins Music Corp., suing the American Society, requested Julian T. 
Abeles, his attorney, to return a $350 advance legal retainer to Joe 
Morris Music Co., which firm had also retained Abcles to prepare an 
action against the society. 

Robbins took the position he didn’t want his personal lawyer passing 
on whatever fund of information he had to another client. Hence Morris, 
if still intent on suing, will have to retain other counsel. 


Irving Berlin, as a writer of both words and music, deems himself 
entitled to double revenue or some extra compensation from the American 
Society's royalty dividends. gli 

Average songwriter collaborates with one or more partners, Berlin is 
strictly a 100% on words-and-music. 


Irving Berlin sang ‘Say It Isn’t So’ and ‘Deep As the _Ocean,’ his 
two current hits at George Olsen’s opening at the Hotel New Yorker. 
Jt was Berlin's first personal app in years and was an unexpected feature. 


Peculiar twist of the season is the leap to popularity of ‘I Guess Pll 
Have to Change My Plan.’ Warbled by duos and trios in the class 
speaks all last winter the number is only now in the full tide of 
popularity. 

Dance bands in New York simply won't leave it alone. Some are 
playing it as many as 10 times and more a night with no resentment 


from the patrons. 





Manny Lowy, Rudy Vallee’s original first violonist, recuperating at 
Saranac after undergoing three major operations during the summer at 
Sea View hospital, Staten Island, expects to rejoin Vallee. Lowy has 
been ill since May, 1930, and has been taken care of financially by Vallee. 


BEILIN, AGENT 





———— 


Frisco Booms as Centre 


Of Coast’s Tin Pan Alley 
San Francisco, Oct. 3. 


Music situation forging ahead so 
rapidly here that pluggers and 
writers are flooding the town, cur- 
rent wéek looking like a Tin Pan 
alley convention with 14 pluggers 
and a bunch of writers contacting 
bands and artists. 

Number of transcontinental radio 
prezrams emanating from here, and 
generally better local condition of 
sheet music biz, has caused many 
publishers to headquarter their 
Coast reps here. Among ones now 
dealing out profesh copies from per- 
manent offices here are Jack Archer, 
Donaldson; Dick Arnold, Robbins; 
Ben Turner, Berlin; Ronald Jonson, 
Ager: Carl Lamont, Shapiro; Sher- 
man Little, Sherman-Clay; Ed Ben- 
nett, Moret. 


In from Los Angeles are Lucky 
Wilber, Harms; Fred Dempsey and 
Cliff Odoms, Feist; Billy Gedney, 
Olman; Frank Gibney, Green & 
White; Bobby Gross, Santly. L. 
Wolfe Gilbert and Jimmy Hanley 
also in. 

Business looks so good flock of 
local publishers starting out, latest 
being Al Jacobs, who’s printing a 
tune he wrote with Al Pearce and 
Walter Kelsey of KFRC. 


Robbins’ 2d Claim 
Rebbins Music Corp., already 
suing the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers for 
recovery of a royalty dividend for 
the final quarter of 1931, has filed 
formal protest to recover another 
$9,000 claimed due for the first 
quarter of 1932. Hearing on this 
protest came up on Friday (30). 
This is a technical method of pro- 
cedure, 
If no satisfaction for the 
quarter of °32 is forthcoming, 
other suit may follew, as in 


initial 
an- 
the 


claim for the 1931 final quarter roy-! 


alty split. 





Vet. Prof. Mgr. to Handle Radio 
Band Bookings 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 

Al Beilin, until recently Chicago 
mananger for Irving Berlin, has af- 
filiated with Kennaway, local or- 
chestra agency. He will concentrate 
on the radiq end with which he is 
familiar. 

Beilin, for many years after the 
departure of Rocco Vocco, was con- 
sidered the dean and spokesman of 
the Chicago music publishing fra- 
ternity. 


Busse’s Judgments 


Galveston, Oct. 3. 

Judgments totaling $2,000 were 
entered against Henry Busse, or- 
chestra leader, here as result of ac- 
cident last July 8, when Busse’s car 
collided with a motorcycle on which 
two boys were riding. 

Busse’s orchestra was at the Hol- 
lywood club here at the time. 











Kvale, Warfield M. C. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 
Al Kvale goes into the Warfield, 
‘Frisco, Oct. 6 as m. c., replacing 
Frank Stafford. 
Latter has been on the assign- 
ment since Rube Wolf went to the 
RKO 105th Street in Cleveland. 


ALTERNATE COAST BANDS 





San Francisco, Oct. 3. 
NBC beginning Oct. 10 will al- 


ternate the dance bands of Earl 
Burtnett at the Mark Hopkins here 
and Phil Harris at the Ambassador, 
Los Angeles. 

Each band will do alternate 20 
minute periods on a Coast hookup. 





Hazlett Leaves Whiteman 
Chester Hazlett, for long Paul 
Whiteman’'s reed yirtuoso and pre- 

mier soloist, has left the band. 
Hazlett is now with Nat Shilkret. 


- 





25c Price No Help 





Despite all the excitement 
about the Music Dealers’ Ser- 
vice’s 25c retail price, plus an 
anti-trust law suit as detailed 
elsewhere in these columns, the 





two-bit price hasn’t upped 
music sales to any striking de- 
gree 


It was figured that with the 
establishment of a uniform 25c 
price, and eliminating the 30- 
40c retailers, it would spurt biz 
notably. 

Some opine that if the public 
wants anything bad enough 
they'll pay for it, but it can’t 
be given away otherwise. 


SONG ‘LEGGERS 
HEAVY PENALTY 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 


Most severe sentences ever meted 
out to song sheet bootleggers were 
imposed by Judge Harry A. Hollzer 
in U. S. District court on William 
Zimmer, Al Friedman and James 
Gilligan, who were found guilty of 
conspiracy to violate the copyright 
act. George Lieber and Alexander 
Aggie, also found guilty, will be 
sentenced after the court investi- 
gates their previous records. 

Zimmer was given 15 months at 
McNeil’s Island; Friedman, who is 
17, got 15 months in the government 
reformatory at Chillicothe, O., and 
George Lieber, four months in L.A. 
county jail. 


| 

















CLUB NEW YORKER 
(Continued from page 52) 


He’s at his best when being fed by 
Jack Oakie, Polly Moran, William 
Haines or some of the other picture 
names who are nightly patrons. 


Cafe seats about 250. No couvert 
but a minimum check of $2 is in 
force. Week-end business is ca- 
pacity with the first Saturday 
night mob hanging around until 7 
a.m. During the week the draw is 
slim but should build. 


Hal Wayne’s 11-piece band, a 
sweet combo, furnishes the music! 
Band features the reeds, with only 
one brass, a trumpet, in the line-up. 
No small feature of the entertain- 
ment is Malin’s accompanist, 
Charles Russoff, brought here from 
New York. Call, 


B.B.B.’"S CELLAR 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 


Most consistent money maker of 
the smaller night spots, BBB has 
been featuring a pansy revue in his 
cellar for the past seven months. 
Revue has changed only slightly 
during its run, and credit for the 
profit should be given to the m. ec, 
himself, whose off-stage cracks 
about his floor show are 90% of the 
entertainment, 


Spot sells nothing but laughs, 
with no attempt made to draw class 
patronage. However, it’s a great 
drop-in spot for picture names, who 
come for a load of BBB. Tap is 
light, with the minimum check set 
at 50 cents. 

Revue is headed by Loyce Trent, 
Milton, Paul and Linden, and Neil 
Dorneay. Trent is the ‘prima donna.’ 
Milton, Paul and Linden are dancers 
and singers, and Dorneay a dancer. 
Nothing out of the ordinary about 
their work, which has little chance 
to get anywhere in this spot, where 
noise is cultivated. Boys are backed 
by a line of 10 chorus men. There’s 
no attempt to fool anyone on the 
revue’s sex. Costumes are mostly 
made by the boys themselves. None 
wears wigs, probably due to being 
paid off in sandwiches. 

Cellar was having a tough time a 
while back, but Al Rosen, picture 
agent, stepped in with some fresh 
money. Female impersonation stuff 
caught on, and it has been clear 
sailing since. 

BBB’s clowning is still the high 


$1,125,000 Anti-Trust Suit Vs. 


MDS; Maybe Fed. 


Trade Comm.: 


Publishers Not Worried, They Say 





On the heels of the $1,125,000 anti- 
trust suit brought by Richmond- 
Mayer Music Corp. against the Mu- 
sic Dealers’ Service, Inc., and 22 
publishing houses tied up with it 
came the report that several other 
jobing firms have gotten together to 
file a joint complaint with the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission asking for 
an investigation of the publishers’ 
distributing combine. In the mean- 
time four more pop music pub- 
lishers have allied themselves on ar 
exclusive basis with the MDS, 
making it a total of 26 companies 
now dealing through It. 

Publishers named in the Rich- 
mond-Mayer action, filed (30) with 
the U.S. Court in New York, de- 
clare that they are not in the least 
worried about it. Charter under 
which the MDS was organized, they 
point out, clearly stipulated that the 
purposes were cooperative and that 
the central bureau was merely to 
serve as a non profit-making shipper 
and collector for its member-pub- 
lishers. 

In anticipation of any legal move 
similar to the Richmond-Mayer suit, 
they aver, precaution was taken at 
the time of the MDS’ organization to 
have the incorporating papers 
scrutinized by several leading au- 
thorities on trusts and monopolies, 
and that ever since it started the 
distributing unit has been operating 
close to the lines okayed by these 
experts. 

Richmond’s Spot 

Curious sidelight on the Rich- 
mond-Mayer action is the position 
in which it places the Maurice 
Richmond half of the firm. Rich- 
mond left the jobbing house, which 
he founded, to take over the gen- 
eral managership of the MDS when 
it was launched late this past Au- 


gust, with the understanding that 
Mayer would be allowed _ three 
months in which to dispose of 


Richmond’s share in the company. 
In the event Mayer failed to find 
another partner within that time, 
the assets of the firm were to be 
liquidated. Befor filing the anti- 
typust suit Mayer apprised his part- 
ner of his intention, and, according 
to Richmond, signatured a stipula- 
tion whereby Mayer agreed to pay 
the entire costs of the litigation out 
of his own resources and in no way 
imperial his partner’s connection 
with the publishers’ organization by 
making him personaliy a party to 
the suit. 

That Mayer was arranging to go 
after the distributing combine 
through legal processes was gener- 
ally known to the music trade three 


| weeks before the actual filing of the 


papers. While the allegations were 
being drawn up several publishing 
firms joined the original charter 12 
and it was at the last minute de- 
cided to include these newcomers in 
the list of defendants, so that when 











spot. Revue has cut down his work 
considerable, making it all the bet- 
ter. Material used is slightly blue, | 
but he’s known for that. However, | 
he’s cut the raw stuff noticeably. 
Leonard Stevens, his accompanist 
for the past five years, is still at the | 
piano. Marve Land’s eight-piece 
band plays for the dancing. Combo 
is aces for this spot, batting out | 
hot brand of rhythm. 

Everything thrown in, BBPRB’s| 
about the best after-theatre spot for | 
the money in town. Call. 


a —EE | 








Park Avenue Publications, Ltd., 
is a new subsid for class editions | 
which Robbins will issue. First is 
by Dorothy Fields and Jimmy Mc- | 
Hugh, ‘And Then You Went and | 
Changed Your Mind.’ 





the papers were finally filed there 
were 22 companies involved. 

Mayer has brought suit in behalf 
of both Richmond-Mayer Music 
Corp., operating in New York, and 
the Chicago jobbing branch, a sep- 
arate corporation, which went out of 
busines the first of this month. Pub- 
lishing houses named as defendants 
are Ager, Yellen & Bornstein, Inc.; 
Irving Berlin, Inc.; Con Conrad Mu- 
sic Publishers, Ltd.; Harry Bloom, 
Inc.; DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, 
Inc.; Donaldson, Douglas & Gumble, 
Inc.; Green & White, Inc.; Harms, 
Inc.; Famous Music Corp.; Leo 
Feist, Inc.; Marlo Music Corp.; 
Mills Music, Inc.; Nattrass-Schenck, 
Inc.; Olman Music Corp.; Remick 
Music Corp,; Robbins Music Corp.; 
Santly Brothers; Shapiro, Benrstein 
& Co., Inc.; Sept & Powers, Inc.; 
M. Witmark, Inc.; Goodman Music 
Co.; Ralph W. Bolton and Phil 
Schwartz. Recent allies of the MDS | 
not included are Joe Davis, M. K. 
Jerome, Phil Kornheiser and Keit- 
Engel. 

Also made a party of the suit on 
the defending end is John G. Paine, 
chairman of the Music Publishers 
Protective Association board. In the 
complaint he is described as the 


| ‘organizer, representative and agent’ 


of the Music Dealers Service. 

Treble Damage Claim 
Complaint, based upon the com- | 
bination and conspiracy in restraint | 
of trade provisions of the Sherman | 





up with a request for exemplary 


|damages of 250,000 and punitive 
damages of $50,000 for the Rich- 
mond-Mayer New York company 


and $50,000 exemplary and $25,000 
punitive damages for the Chicago 
corporation. With treble damages 
under the above. statutes, the 
total amount of damages speci- 
fied comes to $1,125,000. 

Allegations in the complaint de- 
clare that the defendants: (1) En- 
tered into a combination and conspir- 
«cy to unlawfully control and domi- 
nate the sheet music business in the 
U. S., to destroy the trade of Rich- 
mond-Mayer and to eliminate that 
firm as competitor of the combine 
in the sale and distribution of sheet 
music; (2) on Sept. 6, agreed to 
restrict the sale and distribution 
of all sheet music published by them 
to and through the MDS, and des- 
ignating the latter as such sole dis- 
tributing and selling agent; (3) 
prior to the formation of tLe MDS 
let it be known by means of ‘mis- 
representations, false statements and 
rumors’ throughout the trade that 
Richmond-Mayer would be driven 
out of business by the publishers’ 
distributing project. 

It is also charged that in pursue 
ance of the combination and cone 
spiracy complained of induced ‘cere 
tain valued and trusted officers and 
employees, holding key positions in 
the management, credit purchasing 
and shipping departments,’ and 
having access to the Richmond- 
Mayer records, trade secrets and 
lists of customers to leave that 
firm’s employ and go to work for 
the MDS. (Presumably refers to 
Richmond; Dora Alexander, now 
buying for the MDS; Helen Asher, 
in charge of the MDS credit de- 
partment; and Al Block, the central 
bureau’s charge clerk, all previously 
on the Richmond-Mayer payroll). 

The MDS, is charged also with 
attempting to dictate to dealers of 
sheet music throughout the VU. 8. 
at what prices they shall buy and 
sell their music and to impose upon 
these dealers burdensome credit 
terms and to enforce other unlawe- 
ful and stringent regulations of the 
MDS. 





Weems’ Penn. Hotel Job 
Hinges on N. Y. Union 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 


Balaban & Katz awarded an ex- 
tra week to Ted Weems. He will 
play the Uptown as well as the 
Oriental and Tivoli, 

Meanwhile, his Canada Dry ac- 
count for CBS was threatened by 
union difficulties in New York. J. 
C. Stein of MCA hopped to Man- 
hattan to smooth out the difficulties 
so that Weems could move into the 
Hotel Pennsylvania there. 





Roger Wolfe Kahn opens at the 
Pennsy for three weeks Oct. 5. 





Lopez Musician Hurt 


Milwaukee, Oct. 3. 

Vineent Lopez, playing at the 
Hotel Schroeder, narrowly escaped 
serious injury when a car he was 
riding in was struck by another 
machine at Fourth and Wisconsin. 
Vincent Pirro, accordion player, was 
cut, 

It all happened because four 
young women in the other car for- 
got to stop for the stop light. 


EX-PROHI JAZZIST SUED 

Cambridge, Mass., Oct. 3. 
James R. Snopley, former prohi- 
bition agent and now a trumpet 
player in a dance orchestra, was 
intoxicated nearly every night for 
a year, his wife, Zena Snopley, tes- 
tified in probate court in her suit 
for separate support and custody of 

their minor children. 

Snopley is contesting the action, 








LIGHT AT NUTTERY 
Enoch Light is coming back to 
the Village Grove Nut Club, New 
York, succeeding Al Morrison, who 








had been booked in, with a CBS 
wire, 

It was this band to which 
Harry Barris objected when he left 


) Anti-Trust and Clayton Acts, winds |the club. 
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Three entertainers filed 


| : 
com- | $200 note, both incurred when Ray- 


plaints with state labor commssion mond ran a shirt shop in the build- 


charging non-payment of 
against Jack Martin, Hollywood 
booking agent. Claim Martin owes 





them $75 for a week's work at 
Chicken Inn. 
Alfred Malling, indie film pro- 


ducer, haled before state labor com- 
mission on charges that he failed to 
pay $35 to Lorraine Fallis, stenog- 
rapher. 





Greeta Breuner, film cutter, seek- 
ing $40 back pay from Welashy Pic- 
tures for scssoring three shorts. 


Hillcrest Motors Co. attached T. 
Roy Barnes’ salary at Fanchon & 
Marco in its suit to collect $130. 





Paramount Collection Co., acting 
for the Hollywood Knickerbocker, 
filed a Municipal court action 
against Paul Hurst, seeking $684 
balance on a hotel bill. 





Equitable Building is suing Jack 
Raymond, actor, for $157 rent and a 


wages | ing. 





Bert toodrich, stunt man _ for 
‘Devil Horse,’ Mascot serial, is re- 
covering from injuries sustained on 
location at Big Bear, when he was 
unconscious for 12 hours after fall- 
ing from a cliff. Charles Stevens, 
prop man with the company, is at 


the St. Bernardine hospital, San 
Bernardino, suffering from pneu- 
monia. 

W. R. Stewart, publicity man, 


and E. W. Tildesley, his assistant, 
filed wage complaints against the 
California Artists Protective Ass'n 
for $41 and $75, respectively. Both 
worked on a charity ball for the as- 
sociation. 





Girl band, headed by Dorothy 
Conant, entered claims for unpaid 
salaries totaling $64 against Doc 
Keff, who is said to have hired them 
for one night at the Egyptian ball- 


room, Ocean Park. 





Literati 


(Continued from page 47) 





Wilstach has just turned over to 
Curtis Brown, Ltd., his literary 
agent, the scrip of his latest novel 
which Macauley will publish. ‘The 
Fate of Fay Delroy.’ It’s a stage 
story with celebrities of pre-war 
days at Madame Burtholde’s and 
elsewhere. 

Covici, of Covici-Friede, just re- 
turning from Majorca, states that 
practically the entire population 
there comprises writers, numbering 
100 in all. Of these, four are only 
working at it seriously. Wilstach 
will make it a fifth. 


Paul Wilstach’s ‘Landings’ 
Paul Wilstach, whose ‘Potomac 
Landings’ was published by Bobbs- 
Merrill, is working on ‘Hudson 
River Landings.’ 
It will probably be brought out 
by the same house. 


‘Ace High’s’ Final 
After four months’ existence, the 
final issue of ‘Ace High’ is the Oc- 
tober number. It was a Clayton 
mag. 





Brown, Ltd., Changes 


Margaret Foley, handling the mag 
end of Curtis Brown, Ltd., left to 
marry and Helen Everitt replaces. 

Cc. L. Rubsamen has_ severed 
connections as head of the play 
and picture dept., Raymond Cros- 
sett, formerly with Elisabeth Mar- 
bury, succeeding. 





Two Biogs 
Viking will bring out the biog of 
‘One-Armed’ Sutton, famous _ sol- 
dier of fortune and for years Chief 
of Staff, as Major General Sutton, 
for Gen. Chang-Tso-Lin. 





Chatter 

Jack T. McCully, former Houston 
newspaperman, and one time dra- 
matie critic in New Orleans, has 
gone back to the Crescent City to 
become p. a. for the Orpheum the- 
atre. 

Robt. W. Selig, formerly on Chi 
‘Trib,’ ‘Post’ and Denver dailies, 
made sports publicity director at 
University of Denver. James H. 
MacLennan has resigned this post. 

Walter Walker, editor Grand 
Junction, Colo., ‘Sentinel,’ and Dem- 
ocratic state chairman, named Sen- 
ator to fill unexpired term. 

Irvin Cobb back. 

Eugene Cunningham 


was born 








RKO STATE-LAKE 


CHICAGO 
7 RKO VAUDEVILLE ACTS 7 


Dunn & Morgan, Carl Freed, Chaz 
Chase, Wally Sharples Co., Master 
Sugene, Clifford Wayne Co., Wayne 
Family 
On the Screen 


“CROOKED CIRCLE” 


bow legged, and the saddle only 
made it worse. 


Stanley Kimmel has given poetry 
and prose the go-by to do a play. 


Barnaby Ross has been promsed 
an air talk. 


Frederick Lewis Allen and Agnes 
Rogers Hyde married. Gives ‘Harp- 
er’s Magazine’ a call on Allen, any- 
how. 

Isaac F. Marcosson, whose biog of 
David Graham Phillips is out, lives 
in Phillips’ old apartment. 

Mrs. Honore Morrow to England. 
Jack Woodford got the inspiration 
for ‘Find the Motive’ at a dinner 
with Edgar Wallace. 

Christopher Ward practices law 
when not scribbling. 

John Langdon Davies another re- 
turned traveler. 

James Truslove Adams is Scrib- 
ner’s new literary adviser. 

Alan J. Villiers got back on a 
regular boat. 

Benjamin DeCasseres claims de- 
scent from Spinoza, hence his book 
on the philosopher. 

Richard Halliburton gets in town 
soon. 

Drew Pearson, who contributed to 
‘Washington Marry-Go-Round,’ do- 
ing another book for Liveright. 
Stuart Chase, writer on adver- 
tising and economics, got his first 
line on the inner workings of busi- 
ness as an accountant for the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission. 
Vanguard Press has reduced its 
capital stock from 910 shares to 710 
shares, of which 700 are preferred 
valued at $100 each, and 10 com- 
mon, $100 each. Notice filed with 
Secretary of State to this effect. 





Uncommon Chatter 





(Continued from page 36) 


hips to cheat off a few inches. This 
week she duplicates this excellent 
style in black and white all-over 
sequins in gleaming effect that’s not 
nearly as slenderizing as soft satin. 


A Babe Oppressed 


A week that has been crowded 
with interesting Hollywood hair- 
combs, ushers in ‘Pack Up Your 
Troubles’ and a coiffure that should 
be listed for immediate extermina- 


tion. It belongs to Jacquie Lyn, a 
cute baby who's too young to do 


her own protesting. 

A blonde bang and the tightest 
of corkscrew curls describe Jacquie 
as one of those horrible children 
who know their own cuteness and 
spring up in parlors to recite poetry 
until the guests dare to make po- 
lite adieus. Jacquie isn’t that kind 
of person at all. She can lose her- 














self completely when she’s asked to 
ltell the story about the Three Bears. 
chubby, pug-nosed child— 
|sober, deliberate and well poised. 
| She probably has enough sense to 
|; work out her own simple haircomb 
j if they'll only give her the chance. 


i|She’s a 
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Ist Night Crashers 


(Continued from page 1) 
one columnist put it. However, 
most of them make mention of the 
shows in some form, especially if it 
is very good or very bad. In the 
latter case it is an extra pan for the 
producer to absorb. 

For a recent opening a carefully 
culled list resulted in 31 pairs going 
to the nine dailies, rotogravure ed- 
itors, women's editors and others 
who are frequently taken care of, 
being asked to attend the second 
night. The 88 ticket total remained 
standing, however. Included are the 
Brooklyn papers and the critics of 
several additional publications given 
grade _ A rating. 

The ‘Mirror’ receives five pairs of 
first night tickets, its critic (Win- 
chell) and its two other columnists 
getting a pair each, besides two or 
more for the dramatic staff, which 
includes the second string reviewer 
(Bernard Sobel). Papers getting 
four pairs each are the ‘Heralé 
Tribune,’ ‘News’ (two columnists in- 
cluded), *‘World-Telegram’ and 
‘Evening Journal’ (two columnists 
included). Usually the ‘Times’ and 
the ‘Sun’ receive three pairs, which 
is the number requested, while the 
‘American’ and ‘Post’ get two pairs. 

Publishers’ Attitude 

Not infrequently p. a.’s burn at 
the columnists’ insistence on first 
night ducats, because the produc- 
ticns of the better known managers 
are assured of capacity starts. One 
agent put the matter up to a friend- 
ly publisher, who answered the mat- 
ter was entirely up to the show 
management, the paper having no 
concern in its columnists’ ticket re- 
quests. When there were 13 dailies 
in New York, smart openings called 
for a total of 27 pairs, so that while 
there are four fewer papers in the 
field there are eight mere tickets 
distributed. 

Second night press list has been 
considerably changed, because 14 
publications which covered shows 
have passed out of the picture with- 
in the past 10 years. But the num- 
ber of second night seats is hardly 
under former times because of the 
number of weekly guides (freely 
distributed) which have sprung up. 
There are about half a dozen such 
publications. Second night tickets, 
however, are frequently not used, 
those who receive such pasteboards 
generally ducking shows which are 
panned by the first string critics. 





B’way Grosses 


(Continued from page 45) 


tinues strongly; around $11,000 last 
week; looks good through autumn. 

‘Ballyhoo of 1932,’ 44th St. (5th 
week) (R-1,325-$3.85). Musicals got 
benefit of world’s series crowds, this 
one included, with gross better; 
$21,500. 

‘Best Years,’ Bijou (5th week) 
(CD-615-$3.30). Goes to road after 
another week; well regarded gener- 
ally, but thin trade; about $3,500 
estimated. 

‘Bidding High,’ Vanderbilt (2d 
week) (C-771-$2.75). Opened mid- 
dle of last week; drew general pan- 
ning and chances slim other than 
cut rates. 

‘Clear All Wires,’ Times Square 
(4th week) (C-1,057-$3). Picked up 
somewhat, with gross around $11,- 
000; lower floor okay but light up- 
stairs. 

‘Flying Colors,’ Imperial (4th 
week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Had several 
virtual capacity nights, and the 
gross went over $30,000; should stick 


to profit. 

‘Here Today,’ Barrymore (5th 
week) (C-1,115-$3.30). Begins to 
look doubtful; with better weather 
trade did not advance; about $6,000; 
must climb or else. 

‘| Loved You Wednesday,’ Harris. 
Postponed until next Monday; fa- 
vorably reported out of town. 

‘Lilly Turner,’ Morosco (3d week) 
(C-893-$3.30). Word of mouth may 
lift excellently done show; business 
bettered even break at $6,500 last 
week; may move to Cohan Monday; 
‘Black Sheep’ due in here. 

‘Man Who Reclaimed His Head,’ 
3roadhurst. Withdrawn last Sat- 
urday after playing three and a half 
weeks; started weakly and could not 
climb; house relights next week 
with ‘Rendezvous.’ 

‘Manhattan Medley,’ Longacre. 
Postponed indefinitely for script re- 
vision. 

‘Nona,’ Avon (ist week) (D-830- 
$3.30). Presented by Peggy Fears; 
written by Gladys Unger; opens tB- 
night, with Lenore Ulric starred. 


‘Ol’ Man Satan,’ Forrest (ist 
week) (D-1,015-$3.30). Set back 
again; colored drama opened Mon- 
day; nearly six months getting 


ready. 

‘Of Thee I Sing,’ Music Box (41st 
|} week) (M-1,000-$5.50). tun leader 
expected to extend far into new sea- 
son; bettered $28,000 last week: vir- 
tual capacity; moves to 46th Street 
next week; ‘Dinner at Eight’ due 
here soon. 





‘Success Story,’ Elliot (2d week) 


a a ea ari ee nent is 


(CD-924-$2.75). Drew some excel- 
lent notices but attendance after 
premiere mild; estimated starting 
pace $4,000. 

‘The Other One,’ Bilimore (ist 
week) (C-1,000-$3.30). Presented 
independently (Thomas Kilpatrick), 
written by Henry Myers; opened 
Monday. 

‘The Stork Is Dead,’ 48th St. (3d 
week) (D-969-$3.30). Chances 
doubtful; around $4,000 first full 
week; must improve to stay. 

‘Vanities,’ Broadway (2d week) 
(R-1,800-$4.40). Despite notices not 
so favorable, will draw strong 
grosses during autumn; first week 
estimated around $35,000. 

‘When Ladies Meet,’ Royale (ist 
week) (C-1,118-$3). Presented by 
John Golden; his debut attraction 
this season; written by Rachel 
Crothers; opens Thursday (6). 

Other Attractions 

‘Counsellor at Law,’ Plymouth; re- 
peat continues to top non-musicals 
after spanning last season; $13,000 
and better. 

‘Show Boat,’ Casino (21st week): 
revival about $21,500 last week; may 
leave for road next month; pop 
grand opera slated to follow. 

‘Belmont Varieties,’ Belmont; 
vaudeville revue. 

‘That’s Gratitude,’ Waldorf; re- 
vival moves to Hudson, with revival 
of ‘The Great Lover’ due here. 

‘Only the Young,’ Sutton Show 
Shop; withdrawn after few perform- 
ances. 





Ex-film Names 


(Continued from page 1) 


engaged, 999 others have been in- 
terviewed and turned down. 

All of the major radio studios 
setting aside one day a week for 
auditions for the best prospects, 
take care of around 50 applicants 
each week. Out of the 50 getting 
auditions, however, only about 10% 
pass to the third stage, that of get- 
ting their names into the files for 
possible calls later. 

While lack of a suitable air voice 
defeats many of the candidates, the 
stumbling block is their inability 
to read lines quickly and effectively. 
Turned down on this point, they al- 
ways plead for permission to go 
home and memorize the lines, with 
a guarantee that at a future audi- 
tion they will prove their histrionic 
ability. Such an opportunity, how- 
ever, is never given. 

Only candidates being able to 
click for the air dramas are those 
who have been able to pick up sides 
that they have not previously seen, 
and read them clearly and distinctly 
with dramatic sincerity that the 
average actor only gets after sev- 
eral rehearsals. 





Radio Insurance 


(Continued from page 1) 
the possible switch of the speaker 
from the prepared copy. Also on the 
fact that if the program is a chain 
session that the local’ stations, 
though having no control over the 
copy, are nevertheless liable for li- 
bel and slander action, just as 
newspapers are individually liable 
for slanderous or libelous matter 
coming in through the press service. 

In this latter matter, the insur- 
ance company specifica:ly mentions 
the possible suits arising from er- 
rors in news flashes on the ether, 
leading to libel suits. Also mentions 
ether gossip columns as_ risk- 
takers, 

Insurance policy as outlined 
would cover against libelous or 
slanderous matter in announce- 
ments, political speeches, _ talks, 
plays, sketches, dialog, news flashes 
and songs. 





Barter and Swap 


(Continued from page 1) 


plenty of laughs in a day, with most 
of the addicts midwesterners, who 
have been swapping all their lives. 
Each market has its own crowd of 
regulars, who try to make a bar- 
gain on everything offered, no mat- 
ter what it is. In one spot an old 
retired farmer, reputed to have a 
bankroll, has been in constant at- 
tendance for the past two months, 
and swapping continually. He has 
no use for the stuff he gets, but 
makes new deals every day, and im- 
mediately hunts another’ swap. 
Rarely does he look at what he gets. 

Most of the barter fans are men, 
women preferring to get what they 
need where the price is plainly 
marked. id 





I’m Telling You 


(Continued from page 39) 


name printed in big letters on the 
bottom of it so that no one would 
be billed over him. 

That wasn't Timberg wes it, Pat? 

An Idea 

Someone suggested if a columnist 
should run for President he could 
be termed, ‘The Peep-holes Choice.’ 

And a New Idea 

Friars have made a new rule not 
to allow anybody but paid up mem. 
bers into the clubhouse. 

So nobody is allowed in. 


Definition 
The reason a guy wears a mon- 
ocle is because he doesn’t want to 
sec any more than he can under- 
stand. 


Invitation 
The heavy football team sent the 
following card out this year to visit- 
ing opponents, ‘What can we do to 
make you comfortable?’ 
One team replied, ‘Reverse last 
year’s score.’ 





Two Answers 
Bashful S. J. Kaufman of RKO 
City, describes himself as the man 
who says ‘Yes’ to Roxy and ‘No’ 
to everybody else. 





Catastrophe 
Lou Holtz lost his cane in Balti« 
more last week and couldn't open. 





The Smart Telegram 
Buster Collier wired his dad as 
follows at the Weber and Fields 
dinner: 
Understand you are going to-—Hhe 
toastmaster stop also that you are 
going to speak stop your son. 





Ostermania 

The Howard brothers and all 
other principals in ‘Ballyhoo’ have 
a run of a play contract that only 
takes up a page....the horses in 
the finale have a six page contract 
given to Ben Hur stables....Look 
it up Rip....One columnist Sunday 
had that Dot Hall and Neal Ane- 
drews danced divinely at the Pier- 
rette Saturday....The column hit 
the streets at 8 p. m. and the Pier- 
rette opened Saturday night three 
hours later....And we still concede 
it is much harder to boost than 
knock.... Boosting necessitates ade 
jectives....and you can swear when 
you pan, 

ARE YOU READING? 





Henry Tobias, songwriting ore 
chestra leader, opens at Keith’s 
Troy, Oct. 8, after a sixth summer 
as social director of Totem Lodge, 
Averill, N. Y. 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 
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Setting Skillfully Executed 


Modern 
Creations 





Put Your Act Over in a Big Way with an Attractive Stage 
with 


LOS ANGELES SCENIC STUDIOS, Inc. 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


SCENERY 


Character and Individuality 


For the 
Stage 
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OBITUARY | 


WILLIAM W. DE WOLFE 

William W. DeWolfe, 58, for many 
years a leading comedian, died Sept. 
23 at his home in Quincy, Mass. One 
of his best known roles was as Hi 
Holler in ‘Way Down East.’ When 
the Castle Square Stock Company 
was organized in Boston ‘Bill’ De 
Wolfe was one of its favorite play- 
ers. He and John Bunny were shar- 
ing dressing rooms when the movies 
entered upon their era of popular- 
ity. De Wolfe once was stage man- 
ager for Nance O'Neil and the old 
Proctor’s Fifth Avenue (New York) 
Stock Company. At one time he op- 
erated a stock company in Lynn, 
Mass. About 15 years ago he be- 
came personal representative for 
Fred B. Murphy, Massachusetts the- 
atre owner. He was born in Booth- 
bay, Me. Survived by his widow 
and two daughters. 


IRENE O’DONOGHUE 

Irene O'Donoghue, former operet- 
ta singer, known on the stage as 
Yra Jeane, died Sept. 26 in the 
Brooklyn Eye and Ear hospital fol- 
lowing an operation for mastoid. 

She was well known in Gilbert 
and Sullivan and Herbert. operettas, 
and had sung with Julia Sanderson, 
Peggy Wood and others. She retired 
following the death of her mother 
to devote herself to composition. 

Survived by two sisters and a 
brother. 
NORMAN FORBES-ROBERTSON 

Norman Forbes-Robertson, - 74, 
younger brother of Sir Johnston 
Forbes-Robertson and himself an 
actor, died in London Sept. 29 as 
the result of injuries sustained when 
knocked down by an automobile 
Sept. 26. His eyesight was poor, 
and he failed to see the car. He 
recently had been appearing in 
‘Twelfth Night.’ 

ADELE M. PULLINI 

Adele Martinetti Pullini, sister of 

Ignacio Martinetti and at one time 


star of the Martinetti family of 
pantomimists, died Sept. 29 in a 
New York hospital. She retired 
from the stage many years ago. In- 
terment under the Actors’ Fund. 


Oo. G. FRELS 
O. G. Frels, Texas exhibitor, was 
killed in an auto accident at Gol- 
lad, Tex., last week. Survived by 
his brother, Rubin Frels, also an 
exhibitor. 


CORA WELLS PROCTOR 
Cora Wells Proctor, we'l known 
actress of two decades ago, died in 
jaltimore, Oct. 1, following an op- 
eration from which she'did not rally, 


OUTDOORS 





$46,000 Loss in ’31 to 
$10,000 °32 Net for Mich. 
Fair, Due ue to Low Cate! 


Detroit Oct 3 
A change from a $46,000 loss in 


|}1931 to a profit of $10,000 this year 
lin the Michigan State Fair was re- 


ported this week by the auditor. 
Expenses were cut sizeably, but 


55% attendance increase attributed 
to the cut in admission prices. 
The Iona Fair likewise reported 


last year. The Iona Fair operated 
for $17,000 less and made a profit 
of $750. 





Release Requests 


(Continued from page 30) 





Survived by her husband, William 
Proctor, manager, her father, two | 
sisters and two brothers. 


MOLLIE ELLEN LOGEE 


Molly Ellen Logee, stage and radio | 
singer, died in Boston Sept. 28 in| 
the Malden hospital. Two days be- | 
fore her death she was married to 
George Murphy. 

Michael J. Griffin, stage carpenter 
for the ‘Girls from the Follies,” Em- 
pire burlesque show,. dropped dead 
of heart disease, in the Worcester 
theatre, Worcester, Mass., on Sent. 
26, as he was preparing. the show 
for the matinee performance. He 
had traveled as a stagehand with 
many shows and had worked at the 
Court Square theatre,. Springfield, 
Mass. 


Mary Clough Watson, 74, first edi- 

wv of the Hollywood ‘Enquirer,’ and 
‘ormer president of the Southern 
California Women’s Press Club, died 
J3ept. 26, Long Beach, Calif. 


Jay Cuddy, 22, died Sept. 28, in 
Hollywood. Survived by mother and 
two brothers. He was a studio 
artist. 





LONDON SHOW WORLD 


(Continued from page 44) 


Catlin and his pierrots in Scarbor- 
ough. So now the act will be done, 
anyway. 


London Summer ‘Buys’ 

An official of the libraries dis- 
putes a recent statement in ‘Variety’ 
that for the first time in their his- 
tory they were not committed for 
any ticket deals during the month 
ot August. He says that they had 
eight guarantees and got out with- 
out loss. 

No Dice 

Tex McLeod has definitely broken 
with Marjorie Tiller, both as his 
prospective wife and partner in the 
act, and received back his diamond 
engagement ring. His new partner 
is Marie Holt, an unknown, this 
making Tex’s fourth partner. 


Maugham Play 
Somerset Maugham’s new play 
bears title ‘For Services Rendered,’ 
rehearsals commence October. Au- 
thor has dashed off to Spain for a 
rest before the event. 


‘Hay Fever’ Put Back 

Constance Collier having been re- 
leased by C. B. Cochran from her 
engagement to star in ‘Hay Fever,’ 
so that she might sail for New York 
to appear in the Edna Ferber play, 
C. B. has postponed the revival of 
the Noel Coward opus until next 
spring. 





Musicals Twice Nightly 

Twice nightly musical comedy will 
be staged at the Piccadilly in Octo- 
ber. All new plays will be given, 
with a change of show each fort- 
night. 

If anyone shows definite signs of 
Prolonged success it will be trans- 
ferred to another house. Prices up 
to a dollar will prevail. The first 
play will be ‘Clover,’ by Eugene 
Brookfield. 


London B. O. Up 


(Continued from page 44) 


Friday’ still another flop for this 
house, with gross around $2,500; 
looks like plenty in red. Understood 
management dickering for new play 
Starring Owen Nares and Fay 
Cc ompton, 

His Majesty’s — ‘The Dubarry,’ 
after being involved in slump, took 
‘urn for better, and was grossing 
over $12,000, which is profitable, but 
Sudden nervous breakdown of lead- 
a lady, Anna Ahlers, necessitating 

mporary closing of house, with 
large sum returned for advance 





bookings. Likely Miss Ahlers. will 
return in week. 


Lyric—‘Dangerous Corner,’ termi- 
nated Stpt. 24 to $2,000, which 


slight loss. Show has never ‘made 
much money for its author-pro- 
ducer, J. B. Priestly, but has served 





to dispose of American and conti- 
nental rights. Theatre will now un- 
dergo long delayed reconstruction 
and reopens middle November with 
‘Another Language,’ starring Edna 
Best and Herbert Marshall under 
the Gilbert Miller banner. 


New—'Too True to Be Good, sur- 
prisingly good at $6,000. 

Playhouse—‘Firebrand,’ one of 
Gilbert Miller’s winners, doing reg- 
ular $5,600, which very good for this 
small capacity house. 

Queen’s—‘Evensong,’ slight fall 
off, but has come back, and now 
well over $8,000, which plenty profit. 

Royalty—‘While Parents Sleep,’ 
claiming longest West End run. Still 
around $2,800, and with practically 
no overhead is good for many more 
months. 

Saville—‘Tell Her the Truth,’ 
after slump picked up considerably, 
and now yielding good profit at 
around $10,000, and good for several 





months. 

Shaftesbury—‘Orders Are Orders,’ 
opened badly, hitting the worst part 
of the heat wave, but has survived, 
and is now doing $6,000, which is 
healthy. 

St. James’—‘Behold We Live,’ an- 
other Gilbert Miller winner, doing 
around $7,200, which is practically 
capacity. 

Strand—‘Night of the Garter,’ the 
American old farce ‘Getting Gertie’s 
Garter,’ has clicked, with Sidney 
Howard considered at his funniest. 
Capacity at around $10,000. 

Wintergarden — ‘Rhyme and 
Rhythm,’ Laddie Cliff’s latest revue, 
at popular prices, around $4,000, 
which is pretty low, but Cliff not 
losing, as he has theatre on percen- 
tage. 

Wyndhams—‘The Way to the 
Stars’ flopping, and will not hold 
out much longer. Understood Basil 
Dean negotiating to rent house for 
new Dodie Smith (writer of ‘Autumn 
Crocus’) play titled ‘Sacrifice.’ 

The fourth show Gilbert Miller 
will have in the West End is ‘Spring 
Time for Henry,’ which opens at the 
Apollo, now being reconstructed 
Nov. 9. Cast will be headed by Ron- 
ald Squire and Nigel Bruce. 


Profit in Corn Belt 
Spencer, Ia., Oct. 3 
The Clay county fair for the 1932 
season showed a net profit of more 
than $1,000. 
This despite farm holiday move- 


release from Harry Romm, to sign 
a personal contract with Chariie 
Morrison, was tabled until the two 
agents appear at the next meeting. 
| Sybilla Bowhan’s release request | 
was also tabled owing to the illness 
of her agent, Harry Seamon. 


Agents’ Disputes 


Disputes among agents over rep- 
résentation rights were more nu- 
merous than usual. In one instance 
both agents lost out the board rul- 
ing that the aet in question, Mme. 
Schumann-Heink, was booked in 
Cincinnati as. part of a Fanchon & 
Marco unit and. that neither agent 
Was entitled to the commish. Aaron 
Kessler and Leo Fitzgerald were the 
agents. 

Blondell & Mack’s complaint 
against Lee Stewart over the book- 
ing of Jennie Goldstein at the Acad- 
emy, New York, was tabled for add- 
itional evidence. Complaint by 
Charlie Morrison against Jeff Davis 
over booking of Harmon and Clax- 
ton with the Boston office resulted 
in a decision for Morrison. 

Cc. S. ‘Doc’ Breed, head of the 
RKO Boston office, requested rul- 
ings on three commish cases. On 
Dauntless (dog), with Fred Mack 
and Billy Jackson the opposing 
agents, it was ruled that Mack gets 
the commission on bookings to 
date but must split with Jackson 
on future contracts. Lee Stewart 
was awarded the Russ Ray Revue 
in the other Boston case. Henry 
Bellitt was the losing agent. Breed’s 
request for a ruling on Norton ané 
Smith between Jack Weiner and 
Jess Davis was held over for the 
next meeting. 

The board upheld its previous de- 
cisions rehearing two cases at 
Weber-Simon’s request. Nellie Ar- 
naut and Bros., and Ted and Al 
Waldman were the acts involved. 
Same agency was declared entitled 
to a commish split on Sylvia and 
Clemece for Louisville and In- 
dianapolis in its complaints against 
Ed Morse and Nick Boila of Chi- 
cago. 

Applications Denied 
At the same meeting the board de- 
nied applications for franchises by 
J. Walter Leopold, Lewis Moseley, 
Russell Decker and Tommy Reilly. 
Latter was one of the assistant 
bookers let out by RKO recently. 

George Choos’ application to have 
Jack Kalcheim join his office in 
place of the latter’s brother, Harry 
Kalcheim, was approved on condi- 
tion that Choos and Kalcheim alter- 
nate on the booking floor. On the 
request by Jenie Jacobs to take in 
O. L. Oz as a partner in her agency, 
the board stated it has ‘no objec- 
tions to the personnel of Miss Jac- 
obs’ office, but Oz is denied the priv- 
ilege of the booking floor.’ 





Circus 
(For current week, Oct. 3-8) 
Hagenbeck- Wallace 
Oct. 3, Wichita Falls; 4, Vernon: 6. Ama- 


rillo; 6, Pampa: 7, Woodward, Okla.; &, 
Arkansas City, Kan.; 10, Tulsa. 


CARNIVAL ROUTES 


(For current week, Oct. 3-8) 
Alamo Expo., Ennis. 
Bee, F. H., Lawrenceburg. 
Bernardi Greater, York. 
Bunts, Taylorsville. 
Burdick’s All Texas, Huntsville 
Castle, Ehrlich & H., Tupelo, Miss 
Cetlin & Wilson, Mebane, N. C, 
Dixieland, Coushatta, La. 
Empire City, Columbus, Miss. 
Galler, Lexington. 
Gold Medal, Owensboro, Ky. 
Golden Rule, Elkin. 
Greenburg Am. Co., Clinton 
Keystone Attr., Waynesburg 
Krause Greater, Cherokee. 
Landes, J. L., Hillsboro. 
Miner, R. M., New Holland. 
Miss. Valley, Logansport. 
Rubin & Cherry, Atlanta, Ga. 
Sol’s Liberty, Canton, Miss 
Stanley's Expo., Rogersville, Tenn 
Valley, Anderson 








ment and general unrest in farm 
interests, 


Wade, W. G., Auburn 
Williams, 8. B. Malone. 


the profit was mostly due to the| 


| Gibson Staging Rodeo 


| At Texas State Fair 


” 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Hoot Gibson will stage the rodeo 


hen the annual Texas state fair in 


| Dallas Oct. & to 23 Actor left to- 


day (Mon.) by air to make arrange- | 


ments 

As his contribution to the fair, 
his riders and ropers from his Sau- 
| gus, Calif., ranch will perform. 
| Gibson hopes to stage five other 
|rodeos this year in other parts of 
| the country. 


a jump to the black from a loss | 


CARNIVAL LADY K.0.’S 


Effingham, Hl., Oct. 3. 

Byron kK. LeCrone’s attempt as 
a crusading editor ended inglori- 
ously when Mrs. C. E, Pierson, wife 
of the owner of the earnival at- 
traction, against which LeCrone di- 
rected his assaults, yanked off the 
editor's specs and tried to smash 
| the camera with which he was tak- 
| ing pictures on the lot. Under vig- 
lor of the attack LeCrone fled. 


The editor recovered some of his 
dignity by filing charge of assault 
and battery against Mrs. Pierson. 
The case was sent to the county 
court and won't be heard until 
November. 





Circus Beats Local Law 
Protecting Fair Date 


Mobile, Ala., Oct. 3. 

Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey circus was allowed to show 
here after a fight by the Greater- 
tulf Coast Fair association. The 
association insisted the city com- 
mission enforce a city law prohibit- 
ing any circus from’ exhibiting 
within 30 days of the fair. The 
city license clerk overlooking the 
city ordinance issued the license to 
the circus. After much argument 
a compromise was effected with the 
fair people by turning over to them 
the amount of the circus license 
$250. 

The show played to very few col- 
ored people. It is believed the col- 
ored population resent the exhibi- 
tion of the Ubangi troupe. 





So. Bend Show a Bust 


South Bend, Oct. 3. 

An indoor circus promoted by Col. 
Lew Ruben and staged at the Publix 
owned State theatre was a terrific 
flop. Under auspices of the Ma- 
sonic Avalon Grotto which was to 
receive 15%. Show failed to draw, 
no day’s receipts over $50. 

Palace theatre orchestra under 
Bob Helmcamp played the 14 shows 
and got nothing. Acts included, 
Aerial Coopers, Higgins & Moore, 
Smalletto Family and animals, Haze] 
LaTour, Lieut Eldredge, sand 
painter, Hadji-Lessik, gun spinner, 
Paul Albertson high school horse 
Lady Forest. No acts paid. Ruben 
left between shows Sunday. Grotto 
disclaims responsibility. 








ROXIE LA ROSA MOVED 


Atlantic City, Oct. 3. 

Roxie La Rosa, 27, of the Four 
Falcons, injured when she fell from 
a trapeze on the Steel Pier Aug. 12, 
left the Atlantic City Hospital for 
her home in Des Moines, Ia. 

Miss La Rosa, with both legs in 
plaster casts and her back strapped 
to a cot, was placed in a Pennsyl- 
vania baggage car especially fitted 
out for her comfort. Her mother- 
in-law, Mrs. Oscar Barnes, accom- 
panied her on the 40-hour journey. 

Hospital physicians say it will be 
at least a year before Miss La Rosa 
will again have the use of her legs. 





Des Moines, Oct. 3. 
Roxie LanRose reached Des Moines 
via a baggage car to convalesce. 
Although encased in plaster casts, 
she tells her friends she will be back 
on the rigging in a year. 


CENT A HEAD PROFIT 


Spencer, Ia., Oct. 3. 
The Clay county fair, which drew 
1 90,000 attendance, will 
| slightly more than a cent a @ead 





realize 


| profit, according to preliminary re- 
; port of Leo C, Dailey, secretary. 

| Gross receipts were about $39,000 
| 

| expenses will exceed $37,000 
| 
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Would Make N. Y. State 
Fair Self-Sustaining on 
| Toronto Expo. Plan 


| 


Albany, Oct. 3 
Plans to place the New York State 
|for at Syracuse on a revenue-pro- 
| ducing 
ing worked out by the Fair Advisory 
Board, according to C. R. White, a 
member of the board and president 
of the Farm Bureau Federation. 

Two schemes to make the fair 
| stand on its own legs, without the 
|prop of $175,000 annually appropri- 
ated by the state, are under consid- 
eration. 

One calls for a loan from the U.S. 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
for building a number of structures 
at the fair grounds, to be leased for 
exhibition purposes. The other is to 
seek authority from the legislature 
to enter into long-term concession 
rentals, which will be used for 
financing such new structures. 

While some question exists about 
the possibility of obtaining an R. F. 
C. loan for what is designated as a 
self-liquidating project, an applica- 
tion, nevertheless, will be made. 
Failing in this, the boa.d will go to 
the legislature for authority to pro- 
ceed with the self-sustaining plan. 
Board members say that while the 
fair grounds are now fully equipped 
for agricultural displays, buildings 
for industrial exhibitions are needed. 
Manufacturers prefer to lease space 
on a long-term basis, it is claimed. 

An investigation by the advisory 
board revealed that the Toronto 
(Ont.) fair furnishes an annual 
profit of $125,000 to that city, while 
the Eastern States Exposition at 
| Springfield, Mass., has yielded about 
$65,000 a year since industrial build- 
ings that cost $250,000 were erected, 


PLAYLAND $325,000 NET 
AS GOLF LINKS GO RED 


non-subsidized basis are be- 








Yonkers, N. Y., Oct. 3. 

A report just presented by Frank 
W. Darling, director of Playland, 
ace recreation resort of Westches- 
ter’s $80,000,000 system of parks and 
parkways indicates that the county 
will be $325,000 to the good from 
the operation of the place at Rye 
this season. 

Since the beach at Glen Island, as 
well as those at Kingsland Point 
and Croton, four picnic grounds at 
points in the interior of the county, 
five public golf courses and the 
county center auditorium at White 
Plains are all in the red and little 
in the way of concession money 
comes from the parkways, West- 
chester will be about $250,000 be- 
hind on the system for the calendar 
year, 

Despite the depression 40¢€ 900 
more persons visited the park this 
year than last. Darling figures that 
52 per cent of the attendance game 
from Westchester; from New York 
29 per cent; New Jersey 12, and 
Connecticut 4 per cent with 3 per 
cent miscellaneous. 





‘Main Tour Ends, Passes 
Up Final Ark. Stand 


Pine Bluff, Ark., Oct. 3. 
Pine Bluff has not been visited 
by a circus for several years altho 
three have been billed within the 
past two years and failed to show. 
Walter L. Main Circus was billed 
here for Sept. 30 but could not show 
because of closing season at Waxa- 
hachie, Texas. Some attachments 
were filed here ~~. local men. 





Grandstand Biz Hikes 
100% at Pomona Fair 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

Los Angeles county fair at Po- 
| mona, which closed Saturday (1), 
played to 28,000 more admissions at 
the main gate than a year ago, and 
more than doubled its grandstand 
biz. 

Total gate ran around 300,000 pay 
customers. 





KEOKUK WHOOPEE 
Keokuk, Ia., Oct. 3. 
teviving old street pa here Oct, 
3 for six days and will revive jam- 
boree that was started here in first 
Mississippi, back 


town west of the 
in 1898. 

|} Old time political rally, torchlight 
parade with all the trimmings, band 
| concerts, street dances and plenty of 
attractions is expected to draw 
thousands from neighboring come- 


; Munities. 
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“We use Lux Toilet Soap” 


say these 
“THIRTEEN WOMEN’ 


98% of the important 
Hollywood actresses guard 
complexion beauty this way 


































OU’RE sure to find everyone talking about 

Thirteen Women, R. K. O.’s thrilling 
screen play starring lovable Irene Dunne. In 
it thirteen famous actresses each play a réle 
filled with drama and suspense. 


All these stars have the most alluring femi- 
nine charm .. . flawlessly smooth skin. All 
know the secret of keeping skin youthfully 
aglow. As Irene Dunne says: 


“The charm of youthfully lovely skin is tre- 
mendously important to every woman. The 
faithful use of Lux Toilet Soap keeps skin in =e 
perfect condition, always softly smooth and ae a 
clear.” 


9 out of 10 Screen Stars use it 


Of the 694 important actresses in Hollywood, 
including all stars, 686 find Lux Toilet Soap 
excellent for every type of skin. This very white, 
fragrant soap is the official soap in all the great 
film studios! 


Let Lux Toilet Soap give its gentle, caressing 
care to your skin. Buy several cakes—today! 


Ux 
Toilet Soap 
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BETTY FURNESS 
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